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Pastor Mark’s Column

As the days gradually lengthen
and we turn our hearts toward the
Lenten season, a familiar path
stretches before us. We have walked
this way before—marked by ashes,
guided by reflection, and drawn by
the promise of Easter dawn. There is
a profound comfort in these rhythms,
a sacred familiarity that grounds us
like a homecoming. This year, we
begin from that place of comfort,
gathering once more as a community
to observe the rituals and practices
that have long sustained our faith.
They are our starting point, the well-
trodden path that invites us to step
forward once again.

Yet, the call of Lent is not only to
return, but also to deepen. Itis an
invitation to grow, to climb higher,
and to reach further in our disciple-
ship. While rooted in introspection,
this season also stirs us to action,
reminding us that we are a pilgrim
people. Our journey is not merely
inward; it is oriented toward seeking
God’s kingdom and participating in
shaping God’s kin-dom here on earth
through our worship and our service
to one another.

This Lent, we embark on a ser-
mon series titled “Renewed Mercy,”
which seeks to illuminate this dynam-
ic pilgrimage. We will explore how
God’s mercy is not a static point of
forgiveness from our past, but a liv-
ing, ever-flowing source of renewal
for our present and future. It is a di-
vine compassion that meets us in our
comfort zones and then gently pro-
pels us forward, transforming familiar
rituals into fresh encounters with
grace.
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We warmly invite you to walk this
path with your church family. Togeth-
er, we will discover how God’s never-
ending mercy refreshes our spirits,
reorients our lives, and empowers us
for compassionate action. Join us
each week as we follow our Lord on
this journey from reflection to renew-
al, culminating in the glorious new life
of Easter. May this season be one of
profound personal and communal
renewal, as we are refreshed and
sent forth by God’s boundless mercy.

He will teach us
HS wau 5, and we will
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With Love and Blessings,
Pastor Mark Schlasner

Email: am.umc.pastor@gmail.com
Phone/Text: (763) 656-3490

February Worship Theme
“Renewed Mercy”

Sunday, February 1, 2026
Communion Sunday
Communion Steward: Carol Prestidge
Message: “What is Good”
Scripture: Micah 6:1-8

Sunday, February 8, 2026
Message: ‘“Call to Action”
Scripture: Isaiah 58:1-12

Sunday, February 15, 2026
Message: ‘“Glory Revealed”
Scripture: Matthew 17:1-8

Wednesday, February 18, 2026
ASH WEDNESDAY 7:30 pm Service
Message: A Clean Heart”
Scripture: Psalm 51:1-17

Sunday, February 22, 2026
Message: ‘“Mercy on the
Wilderness Road”
Scripture: Matthew 4:1-11

Montrose United Methodist Church
Welcomes Pastor Cathy Jones and
The Congregation of House of Grace

House of Grace is coming to MUMC, with
their first Worship Service starting on
Sunday, February 15th at 11 am
in the Library (old Chancel space)
and Fellowship Hall.

Their Coffee and Fellowship will start
around 10:30 am as MUMC begins
waorship service.

More details will be announced.




PRAYER PAGE

The Joys & Concerns
‘ Lifted in Jonuory
Grieving with Families A SV
1 The Sylvia Henry Family. Sylvia, Roy Henry’s E V=

wife, passed away January 1st at 83 years old.

T The James “Jimmy” Tourville Family. Jim,
Landon & Kaija Tourville’s Dad, passed away January 19th at
61 years old. A Celebration of Life is being held Sat., Feb. 14th
1 pm - 4 pm at the Montrose Community Center.

Oup Friends At Home [~

Gloria Adickes ThiNkinG

John Hylland of you

Lifting in oap Prayers —

Sandy Dmytryszyn, remains hospitalized in Florida

through mid-February while doctors determine what is | 2% =

wrong with her left leg. She’s been able to sit-up and
stand with some help, and is improving.

The People of Venezuela, with current events taking place.
Amber Bloom, Roger & Jacque Vanderlinde’s granddaughter,
having some emotional problems.

People dealing with first of year insurance changes.

Diane Folkestad’s sister Laurie. She had two stints put in her
liver Jan. 8th. UPDATE: Laurie was moved to hospice Jan. 20th.
Jacque Vanderlinde, had cataract surgery Jan. 14th.

Carol & Galen Becker, safe travels as they head to San Diego
for vacation!

Families dealing with Cancer.

People falling on ice and getting injured.

Aubree Hampstead, Jacque & Roger Vanderlinde’s grand-
daughter, seeing a doctor after being injured during a stunt at
National Cheerleading Competitions.

Toddlers & Babies having colds and teething.

Sheila Dalbec, Larry Dalbec’s wife, placed on hospice.

People in the Twin Cities, dealing with unrest related to immi-
gration crackdown.

MN Law Enforcement and National Guard, on the frontlines
keeping our communities safe.

Young people in our world facing mental health issues.

Blessings and Celebrations

Ricki Malerich, celebrating her Birthday and re-
questing everyone celebrate by donating blood to
the Red Cross, the need is critical!

Aubree Hampstead, Jacque & Roger Vanderlinde’s grand-
daughter, going to Florida with her St. Thomas University
Cheer Team to compete in Nationals! UPDATE: They took 15th
place in nation for “Game Day” cheer, and made Top 20 All Girl
Div. I Cheer!

U of M Women’s Gopher Hockey Team, high scoring games
and doing well so far this year!

Angie Ferrell, shoveling all the church walkways after two
snowfalls to save the church money!

Josh Illies, celebrating his birthday and getting re-baptized on
Feb. 1st at his church in Brookings, SD!

Joy & Blegsings.
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We celebrate all the special 4:,‘ **( ,’ g e
Birthdays and Anniversaries 2 B Q/ K

from January!

; A Message From W.C.CA.

. Wright County Community Action
/ February
“Open Your Heart Campaign”
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PERSONAL HYGIENE ITEMS:
Deodorant (for men & women)

Shampoo Conditioner
Body wash Body lotion
Body soap Hand Soap

Body/Hand Lotion

Montrose UMC donated over 450 pounds
of food and personal care items in 2025!

INZ7.
“\“{%: **MUMC sincerely Thanks Carol & Galen
WRIGHIJCOUNTY Becker for taking donations over to the
food Shelf / Waverly Food Shelf.
weea gy

WCCA Thanks you for your donations!

Tammy Prestidge,
Food Shelf/Thrift Store Coordinator
Phone # (320) 963-6500 x231

FOOD SHELF & THRIFT STORE HOURS:

Mondays & Thursdays
8:30 am - 4:30 pm

Tuesdays & Wednesdays
8:30 am - 6:00 pm

Friday, Saturday, Sunday
CLOSED

Other Services Provided by WCCA:

Self Sufficiency Nutrition
Aging Services Backpack Program
MN Sure Navigator Food Shelf

Tax Preparation Mobile Food Shelf

Thrift Shop Women, Infants, & Children
Housing Education

Energy Assistance Early Head Start
Foreclosure Prevention Head Start

“No one can do everything,
but everyone can do something.”

WCCA Website: www.wccaweb.com

For information on programs or to volunteer call
(320) 963-6500 www.volunteers@wccaweb.com




Spiritual Growth and Opportunities to Serve at MUMC!
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The MUMC Book Club’s next meeting is
Saturday, February 28th at 9 am
At the Heights Bar & Grill in Buffalo.

9
3

=

Current book being read is
“The Alchemist” by Paulo Coelho.

The story follows Santiago, a shepherd boy,
In his journey across North Africa to the
Egyptian pyramids after he dreams of finding
treasure there. It has since been translated
into more than 65 languages and has sold
more than 150 million copies worldwide.

The weekly Bible Study group
at MUMC meets each Thursday
at 10 am in the Fellowship Hall.

All are welcome! For any questions,
contact Pastor Mark at
am.umc.pastor@gmail.com

MUMC

PUPPET
MINISTRY

Are you ready to bring stories to life and make a difference?
We are getting ready to start our PUPPET MINISTRY for
this Lenten Season! This is your chance to learn the art of
puppetry and share God’s love and messages in a fun and

creative way with people of all ages using storytelling,
humor, and engaging performances to bring Bible stories
and spiritual truths to life!

We'll train together, perform together, and bring joy to the
kids of our church. No experience needed—just enthusiasm and
a love for storytelling! Whether you're interested in performing,

crafting puppets, or supporting behind the scenes, there's a
place for everyone to get involved. Contact Pastor Mark to learn

more and join this exciting new ministry, or see the sign-up sheet
in the Fellowship Hall.

e

Let'S MaKe SoMetHiNg aMaziNg togetHer!

Help Shape Our Church's
Future - Join the Nominations
Committee!

We are looking for people to join our Nominations Com-
mittee to help identify and recommend future leaders for
our Montrose congregation. This committee will play a key
role in prayerfully discerning who can best serve and
guide our ministries in the coming years.

We need passionate, thoughtful individuals who care
about the life and mission of our church. If you're interest-
ed in being part of this important work, we invite you to
sign up!

What’s involved?

¢ Helping identify and nominate leaders for key roles.

e Participating in discussions about the future of our
leadership.

e Praying and discerning together as a team.

If you’d like to join or want more information, please con-
tact Pastor Mark, or see the sign-up sheet on the infor-
mation table in the Fellowship Hall.

Thank you for considering this opportunity to serve!

Pastor Mark
am.umc.pastor@gmail.com

Outreach Committee Update

Communit On January 15th, Diane Folkestad delivered two
UT EXCH large boxes of diapers, baby wipes, shampoo,

toothbrushes, toothpaste, body wash and bar

m soap to Rivers of Hope. They are most appre-
ciative for these donations.

Mel Harmon was on site, and when asked what Rivers of Hope

greatest need was, Mel replied mental health issues for young chil-

dren is biggest concern right now. Let’s keep these children in our

Prayers.

Diane Folkestad, Meri Ault & Pastor Mark

Board of Trustees Update

Just a quick update from the Board of Trustees. A MUCH NEEDED
REFRESH IS UNDERWAY! You will start seeing some maintenance
and improvements being made in the building, starting with the paint-
ing of the restrooms. There will be some moving around of things to
improve space, reduce clutter, and be more welcoming to our guests.
We are reducing our mailboxes and possibly putting a bulletin board
there for announcements, etc. and cleaning up back entryway. The
donation area may move there too. We welcome any comments or
suggestions and will be happy to answer any questions.

Sincerely, Your Board of Trustees (Mike, Kim, & Bob)



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Egyptian_pyramids

MUMC Ministry Updates & Community Events

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS!

The Sunday School Class will continue with Ses-
sion Two of the curriculum “Two or More.”

two
more

Small Church Curriculum for Kids™

(e

Each week we check-in with the kids asking a
specific question about their week. Then we

@ have a Point and Scripture Reading for the
S week’s lesson. It's working well and the kids
’ always enjoy the games and/or crafts!

c

We invite children Pre-K through 6th grade to
join us at 9:30 am on Sunday mornings!

AlL Kids Together sgess12

The class will do a Service Project this month, making Valentine’s
Day Cards/Pictures/Treats for a Group Home in Buffalo. Later this
Spring, when the weather gets warmer, we’re planning a trip to
Feed My Starving Children (Chanhassen location)!

Currently joining us on Sundays is Heather, Karlee & Kyzer Parks,
Kenadee & Summer Bickmann, and a friend of Heather’s, Aimee
Workman.

Angie Ferrell
Christian Education Director (763) 442-4876

The Next Youth Meeting is
February 11th - 5:30 pm at
Starbucks in Buffalo!

MUMC Youth Group was can-
celed in January due to weath-
er, and with Ash Wednesday
falling on the 3rd Wednesday in February we've
moved the meeting to the 2nd Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 11th ~ 5:30 pm at Starbucks in Buffalo
(next to Chipotle).

We'll discuss plans for Outreach and Mission Projects for
2026!

We hope to see you there!
Pastor Mark Schlasner, Angie Ferrell & Kim Wagner

&Y RaiseRight.

| just want to thank everyone who participated in raising funds
for the church through the RaiseRight Program! Together, just by
using gift cards purchased through the program for places where
you shop or eat out anyway, we raised a total of $1,972.66 for the
year! That may not seem like a lot of money, but for a small
church like ours with an average of 5 participants each month - |
think that’s huge! RaiseRight is a very easy way to help the church
without costing you a dime. Just purchase gift cards for the places
you already go to for groceries, gas, eating out, etc. You get the
full amount of the gift card and the church gets a % back as a re-
bate. There are hundreds of retailers to choose from. So how
about it? Would you like to learn more and help out the church in
2026 without having to “add a line” to your budget? | am aways
available for questions, just catch me at church or send me text!

RaiseRight Coordinator - Angie Ferrell (763) 442-4876

MONTROSE FIREFIGHTER’S
RELIEF ASSOCIATION

PRIME RIB or SHRIMP DINNER
Saturday, February 8th
5pm -8 pm

Montrose Community Center

~_ | KITES ON ICE FESTIVAL
-*"“’” Saturday, February 14th
@ 11am -3 pm

Sy Sturgis Park on Buffalo Lake

o -~\’t'ﬂ'f3"' Event is FREE with Food Trucks

g MONTROSE LION’S
PANCAKE & FRENCH TOAST
BREAKFAST FUNDRAISER
Sunday, February 15th

8:30 am - 12:30 pm

Montrose Community Center

MUMC BREAKFAST
FUNDRAISER

Sunday, February 22nd
9:30 - 10:15 am

Fundraiser to support for
Alyssa Prestidge at
Aquatennial 2026!

CHILI SUPPER & BINGO
Sunday, February 22nd
11 am-1pm

Chili Supper & Bingo
(Montrose Comm. Ctr.)

FE-ED FOOD DISTRIBUTION
Tuesday, February 24th

12 - 1:30 pm Set-up & Packing
2 pm Drive-thru Distribution
Montrose Community Center

THE FOOD DISTRIBUTION IS
FREE AND OPEN TO EVERYONE

FREE COMMUNITY MEAL
Thursday, March 19th

4:30 pm Coffee, Meet & Greet
5-6:30 pm Dinner Served
(menu not available at this time.)




FINANCE UPDATE

(This is from Kim Wagner)

W, LT
2 Per Kelly Rux, all 2025 Financial ¥TD ACTUAL 2025 to
y Statements have been distributed LINE ITEM 2025 BUDGET BUDGET 2026 BUDGET
—~ 5~ N person or by mail. If you have not
A%O}( re(?eived yourg lease I)ét Kim Wag- TOTAL INCOME: |5 1ss7ea| |$ 115656 | 31% | |s 11378
BUDGET o Angie Farrell know. All MN

UMC Conference reports were submitted. TOTALSTAFFEXPENSE| ¢ 77983 | |$ soase| 24w | |&  er27s|

You may have heard Kelly Rux has stepped
down as Finance Chair. We cannot Thank Kelly
enough for her many years of expertise in this TOTALMISSION & OUTREACH: §  9243] |8 so0s] aw | |8 8431 |
role. We're looking for someone to fill this posi-
tion and will make an announcement once filled.

Hore Is Update on year-ond 2025 and a look TotaLBoARD OF TRUSTEES:[ $ 67333 | |$ s7oso| asw | [s  sa7so]
at the 2026 Budget (see right). We are already
seeing increases in expenses across the board, TOTAL HUSIC&WGHEHIP:' % 273 | | - 250 | 8% I | & 250 |
the biggest on our building insurance +$400/Qtr.
Additionally, we've already spent more in De-
cember for snow removal than all last winter! TOTALFINANCE& ADMIN| § 3324 |$  sa0| saw | |s 530 |

We want to thank the generous donation of
$2K from an anonymous donor to help cover TOTAL SPIRITUAL EDUCATION: | $ saa| |s  aoo| aew | |s a0 |
snow removal costs. Just as homeowners' face
increases in utilities, etc. so does the church.
We are making every effort to keep costs down. TOTAL OFFICE SUPPLIES/EXPENSES:| § 1033 ]| |$  1800] 74w | |$ 1900
We have no big projects at this time, but must
be prepared for everything. We can't thank you
enough for your support of our little church and TOTAL OF MISC. EXPENSES| $ 10238 | [ - | 0w | |s - |
pray this continues in 2026!
(Have Question? Kim or Angie will try to help.) TOTAL EXPENDITURES: Ls_r0a2] [s sos2z2| sew | |5 1113

FE+ED UPDATE

FE-ED REPORT FOR THE
JANUARY 27, 2026 FOOD DROP

The January food drop started 2026 on

a cold note! Some of our volunteers had pur-
chased hand warmers to share, which came in
handy (pun intended) in our mittens, boots,
pockets, and hats.

. . You are
Even the Phoenix Learning Center students used 6 FTaf\T
them! These students are amazing, and they’re al- 8” e .%
ways such cheerful workers and so much fun to get to @SSU“S

know.

FE-ED had 37 volunteers giving 102.5 hours to prepare and distribute
175 boxes. We anticipated getting a pallet of free meat but were
notified the day of the drop that it was not available. Grace Place
had recently received an increase of donated meats and graciously
gave FE-ED 548 pounds of that donation. We are so grateful for their
support.

We were blessed with additional food
from our Community Partners:

e Grace Place: 548 pounds of meat.

e Buffalo Food Shelf: 80 Ibs. of bread, 60
Ibs. of KFC Chicken, some bottled waters,
lemonade, cappuccino drink packets and
snack chips.

:MXHUUAU“ F
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We recorded 20 different zip codes, which is down from previous
drops. We were briefed on safely handling situations where people
are frightened to come out and arranged for safe passing of some
boxes by trusted allies and friends.

Please pray that Second Harvest heartland, NAPS, SNAP, Commu-
nity Food Shelves, and other programs can continue to get fund-
ing so people are able to get food. Please pray to give people a
way to get the food they need.

January Statistics:

e 8,165 Ibs. of food from Second Harvest Heartland (SHH)
e Families served 175

e Individuals served 493

e Veterans served 32

e  First time visitors 7

e Communities served 20

YOUR NEXT FREE FOOD DROPS

February24  2:00 PM - GONE

2:00 PM - GONE

March 24

Respectfully submitted

Pam Johnson, Secretary Find us on:

facebook.




25

FE-ED FREE FOOD DROP
Tuesday, February 24th
2 pm until gone
Montrose Community Center
Drive-thru pick-up on a first come-
first serve basis while quantities last.

ALL ARE WELCOME!
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 communion sunpay | 2 3 4 5 6 7
9:30 am Sunday School (C) 6:30 pm Boy Scouts (C) | 7 pm Hand Bell | 7 pm Choir 10 am MUMC Bible NO ACTIVITIES | 5-8 pm MFD
9:30 am Fellowship Hour (F) 7:30 pm SPRC Mtg. (F) | Rehearsal (S) Rehearsal (S) | Study (F Annual Prime Rib/
10:30 am Worship Service (S) Shrimp Dinner
11:45 am Luncheon Fund- (MCC)
raiser for Belle Johnson (F) 4 - 9:30 pm Palabra
6 pm AA Meeting (C) Viva Worship (S/F)
8 superBowL sunpay | 9 10 11 12 13 raise | 14 vy
9:30 am Sunday School (C) 6:30 pm Boy Scouts (C) | 7 pm Hand Bell | 5:30 am 10 am MUMC Bible RIGHT \/W'&
9:30 am Fellowship Hour (F) Rehearsal (S) YOUTH Study (F) ORDER DAY
10:30 am Worship Service (S) GROUP 6:30 pm 4H Club (C) 11am-3 pm
6 pm AA Meeting (C) (OFF) NO ACTIVITIES | KITES ONICE
Rehearsal (S) 4 - 9:30 pm Palabra
Viva Worship (S/F)
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
8:30 am - 12:30 pm LION’S 12 pm FE-ED 7:30 pm 10 am MUMC Bible NO ACTIVITIES | 4 - 9:30 pm Palabra
BREAKFAST (MCC) . Mtg. (MUMC) SERVICE Study (F Viva Worship (S/F
9:30 am Sunday School (C) A 6:30 pm Cub Scouts
9:30 am Fellowship Hour (F) . (K)
10:30 am Worship Service (S) 6'.30 pm Hannah
11 am House of Grace (F/L) Circle (C)
11:45 am Church Council (C) 2AERHE A
6 pm AA Meeting (C) 4
22 23 24 25 26 27 raise | 28
9:30 am - 10:15 am Alyssa 6:30 pm Boy Scouts (C) | 12-1:30 pm 7 pm Choir 10 am MUMC Bible RIGHT | 9am BOOK CLUB
Prestidge Fundraiser (F) FE-ED Set-up Rehearsal (S) | Study (F ORDER DAY | (Heights B & G)
9:30 am Sunday School (C) 2 pm FE-ED 1 -4 pm Stephen
9:30 am Fellowship Hour (F) Distro (MCC) NO ACTIVITIES | Hayes 70th Birth
10:30 am Worship Service (S) 7 pm Hand Bell day Party! (MCC)
11 am House of Grace (F/L) Rehearsal (S) 4 - 9:30 pm Palabra
6 pm AA Meeting (C) Viva Worship (S/F
BIRTHDAYS! 16th-Austin Peterson-Lomker - ANNIVESARIES! EVENT LOCATION KEY
1st-Josh llies 24th-Russ Johnson WS TE TS No February 5 Sanctuary
k@ - . ; F  Fellowship Hall
6th-Sue Hylland 25th-Stephen Hayes z " e Anniversaries! L Library (former Chancel)
6th-Kelsey Marquette 28th-Steve Lieser \  FEBRUARY C Classrooms -Lower Level
7th-Sherry Ovall 28th-Wayne Oberlander v BIRTHDAYS pa K Kitchen and Lunchroom
13th-Joe Prestidge 28th-Austin Torres TOR L BFF\g’f‘f’;R:“m
MCC Montrose Comm. Center

Find us on:
[i facebook.

MONTROSE UMC, PO Box 13, 230 Center Avenue So., Montrose, MN 55363
Church Office (763) 675-3571

Email: montroseumc@hotmail.com

Facebook.com/Montrose United Methodist Church

Pastor Mark’s Cell (763) 656-3490

Website: www.montroseumc.com




Montrose UMC

PO BOX 13

230 Center Avenue So.
Montrose, Minnesota 55363

www.montroseumc.com
Facebook.com/Montrose United Methodist Church, MN

Find us on:
li facebook.

Montrose United Methodist Church

FE-ED N 0 o
For Each and Every Day e Invite you to join us on

(4th Tuesday of the Month) Sunday mornings and this

Lenten Season!
THE NEXT FREE FOOD
DISTRIBUTION IS:
Tuesday, February 24th

Ash Wednesday Service
Wednesday, February 18th at 7:30 pm

Drive-Thru Event starting at 2 pm

At Montrose Community Center HEARTS
Never a Fee ~ All are Welcome ks

“BOORS

Volunteers are always welcome & needed
starting at 12 pm to help pack food boxes!

FE-ED has a drive-thru food distributions every 4th

Tuesday of the month, giving out pre-packed boxes of Sunday School (K-6) 9:30 am
dairy, bread, produce and food items. Coffee & Fellowship 9:30 am
For more information email us at: Worship Service 10:30 am
feed.montrose.mn@gmail.com
Or go to the FE-ED website: Watch our Worship Service live on
www.fe-ed.org Facebook - Sundays at 10:30 am!

T




