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Meet our Guest Speaker: 
 

      Joshua Jones 

Orchid Pyramid: All About Roots 

     
By: Melissa Dolton, 1st V.P., Programs Chair 

 

Joshua Jones is a grower, producer, 
and educator of all things orchid 
related. He has been growing 
healthy, established orchids for over 
20 years. A lifelong resident of 
Jacksonville, Florida, Joshua began 
his orchid journey with a simple 
Phalaenopsis and gradually 
expanded to growing more complex 
species and hybrids across many 
genera. 

Along the way, he taught himself ceramics and began creating 
detailed orchid pottery using high-quality materials. His 
passion for orchids eventually led him to launch his own 
business, The Orchid Den. 

Joshua has received multiple awards for his exceptionally 
well-grown plants, shares his knowledge through educational presentations and videos, and is 
actively hybridizing orchids. You can also learn from his experiences and growing tips on his YouTube 
channel, The Orchid Den. 

We look forward to welcoming Joshua to our July meeting, where he will present Orchid Pyramid: All 
About Roots, sharing his insights on the function of orchid roots, how to promote healthy root 
development, and techniques for stimulating root growth.  
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President’s Message 

Summertime! HOT!  Humid!  Rainy! 
In this month of July we must keep our orchids happy ensuring they are receiving the 
water they need and great air flow along with feeding as they are growing. Check your collection for potential 
black rot, fungus, pests or for anything else that may look suspicious and treat appropriately. Keep your 
growing area clean and tidy. 
 
We’re revving up for some fun at our August 10th meeting “Orchid Bingo”! 

 
Avoid the long lines in August. Members may purchase cards in advance at our July 13th meeting. Orchids and 
more as prizes for the games and Raffle for Orchid centerpieces. 
Please see the flyer in this newsletter for the details. 
 

● $5.00/Bingo card - maximum 4 per person  - $10.00 Cover All card - Maximum 1 per person 
● Centerpiece raffle tickets - 6 for $5.00 
● Members who bring in an appetizer will receive a member raffle ticket 
● Members may bring in their blooming orchids for Show & Tell. 
● Member entry is free, Non-Member entry $5.00. Seating is limited. 
● No Newbie Sessions, No Silent Auction, No Member’s Choice Awards  

 
It’s time for Membership Renewals. Our fiscal year runs from September 1st - August 31st. The membership 
dues for renewals are still $30.00 for the year. We ask for you to fill out a new application this year to ensure 
we have your correct information. There will be a link to the form attached in this newsletter for you to fill out 
and bring to the meeting.  We always have forms at the meetings if you need one.. Your support of the Society 
is greatly appreciated.  
 
Next up is Election for Three Trustee positions on the FGOS Board of Directors. Interested in serving as a 
Trustee? Please reach out to Lucy Matos-Lodato, Amanda Norton or myself or email 
FlamingoGardensOrchidSociety@gmail.com. The nominees for these Trustee positions will be presented at 
the August meeting. The voting will be held in September.  
 
“To motivate curiosity about orchids through education, exchanging of information, and association with other 
orchid enthusiasts.” Take this opportunity when we are gathered together to get to know one another. Whether 
you are a beginner or a more experienced hobbyist we can all benefit from asking questions and sharing our 
experiences with one another. 
Let’s Bloom and Grow Together, 

Alice, Alice Walker, President, Flamingo Gardens Orchid Society 

 
FGOS meets the 2nd Monday of every month, doors open at 7:00 p.m.     2 
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➔MEMBERSHIP  

 
 
Membership runs from September 1, 2025 to August 31, 2026. 
Official membership is valid upon payment of membership dues.  
 Renewing member dues are $30. 
 New member dues are $35 which includes a name badge. 
➔ A benefit of membership is the FGOS Holiday Party with your gift of an orchid from the Society. 

Please note that you must be a paid member to attend and receive your gift of an orchid 
at the holiday party.  

➔ **New members who join May, June, or July, gain membership through August of the 
following year 

 
Please print and complete the attached membership form and bring it, along with your check, 
to the membership table at the next meeting you attend.  If you have any questions, reach out 
to Annette Scardina at annescar@hotmail.com (renewing as well as new members require an 
application.) 
 
FGOS MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
      
➜ We are pleased to welcome four new members: John Finer, Eston Mansfield, Sonia Matthews, 
Susanna Wen. 
 
If you see them at one of our meetings, please take a moment to introduce yourself and make them 
feel at home    
 
Annette Scardina, Membership Chair 
 

 
 
➔ WELCOME FGOS NEWBIES! 

 
Newbies meet before the FGOS meeting begins promptly at 6:45 to 7:15 pm. 
          
Join the Newbies, open to all orchid enthusiasts with less than two 
years' experience, or those who are new to FGOS. Our June 
discussion topic is 

              "Five to Thrive"  
 

We'll discuss ways to ensure your orchids are high achievers. Share 
your tips, too.  
 
Come for the friendship, Leave with some great orchid tips!   
 
Diane Rogers 
Newbie Session Moderator  
Flamingo Gardens Orchid Society Corresponding Secretary 
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2026 ORCHID EVENTS 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                  John Finer showing one of his hybrids. 
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July 13 FGOS presents: Joshua Jones: “Orchid Pyramid: All About Roots” 

August 8 Orchid Society of the Palm Beaches Speaker Day  2026:  
The Great Orchid Extravaganza, Mounts Botanical Garden,  WPB 

August 10 FGOS Orchid Bingo - see Flyer on page 3 

September 14 FGOS presents: Nelson Viera: “How to Pick the Right Orchid at an Orchid 
Show” 

October 12 FGOS presents: James Furst: “Orchid Naturalization and Long-Term 
Solutions for Establishment  Outdoors, with General Growing Tips and 
Techniques” 

November 9 FGOS presents: Gabriel Cuesta - Quest Orchids 
 

December 14 FGOS HOLIDAY PARTY 

 Ever wonder how many Orchid Societies are in Florida? 
https://www.aos.org/community-events/affiliated-society-lookup  

CALENDAR OF 
EVENTS - AOS 

Community Orchid Events  
 

https://www.mounts.org/events-calendar/speakers-day-2026-the-great-orchid-extravaganza/
https://www.aos.org/community-events/affiliated-society-lookup
https://www.aos.org/community-events
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MEMBERS’ CHOICE AWARDS 
Learning what others do to care for their orchids helps us all become better growers. 
If you have a blooming orchid please bring it to the meeting to show for this month’s Members Choice 
Award. The owner must have had the orchid for a minimum of 6 months. Winning plants are chosen 
from meeting attendees who cast a ballot. Selected plants are eligible for first, second, third and  
Speaker’s Choice ribbons. At our Holiday Party, whoever has won the most ribbons, gets a monetary 
prize.  
 
I have never won a ribbon! 

We want to encourage you to bring in your blooming orchid to share with us. Seeing your success is 
gratifying to us all. We will have a special section of our Show and Tell table specifically for growers 
who have never won a ribbon. The owner must have had the orchid for a minimum of 6 months. 
 
➔ Win an Orchid! The more you do, the more raffle tickets you get! 

Bring something for the Refreshment Table  Get a Raffle Ticket! 

Bring a Blooming Orchid for “Members Choice”  Get a Raffle Ticket! 

Purchase $5.00 or more of Raffle Table Tickets  Get a Raffle Ticket! 

Wear your name badge     Get a Raffle Ticket! 

→ NEW Show your A.O.S. membership (phone OK) Get a Raffle Ticket!

  

➔ SILENT AUCTION 
Any member may bring up to THREE orchid plants or related items to sell. 

 
 
Flamingo Gardens Orchid Society 2025-26 Board of Directors and Committee Chairs 
Alice Walker  President 
Melissa Dolton 1st Vice President and Programs Chairperson 
Annette Scardina 2nd Vice President and Membership Chairperson 
Alison Rials  Recording Secretary 
Diane Rogers  Corresponding Secretary 
Theresa DiRocco    Treasurer 
Lucy Lodato   Past President 
Gail Santini  Trustee - 3 years, Newsletter Editor 
OPEN   Trustee - 3 years 
Keryn Bober  Trustee - 2 years 
Wendy Gonzalez Trustee - 2 years 
Mayra Martinez Trustee - 1 year 
EJ Laviolette  Trustee - 1 year 
Mary Lathrop  Refreshments Chairperson 
Ilene Shatkin  Silent Auction Committee Chairperson 
Mike Vaupel  AOS Representative 
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JUNE MEETING PHOTOS - John Finer 
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JUNE MEMBER’S CHOICE AWARDS 
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MANGO TANGO 
On June 20th, the  Hollywood Historical Society 

presented its annual ‘Mango Tango Festival’ at the  
Historical Hammerstein House on Polk St. in Hollywood.  

 
The Hammerstein House was donated to the City of Hollywood by 

Clarence Hammerstein in memory of his late wife, Vera.  He was also a 
partner of Floyd L. and Jane Wray who gave the 60 acres now known as 

Flamingo Gardens.  While creating the botanical gardens in what was then  
‘Flamingo Groves’, Floyd Wray wanted to create a showcase of international 
tropical fruit.  This was perfect for Mr. Hammerstein who loved mangoes. He 
became the local expert on mangos with trees in his yard, organized mango 
competitions, offered tips to mango growers, created his own hybrids, and 

brought in different kinds of mangos from his travels around the world.  
 

Represented at the Mango Tango were Cindy from the Orchidteers, Keryn 
from the Flamingo Gardens Orchid Society, and Alice representing both, as 

well as Joleen Koehly, Flamingo Gardens, Curator of Art and History. 
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“Florida’s Flower Force - inside the  
Flamingo Gardens Orchidteers” 

 

Congratulations to the Orchidteers for being recognized on Local 10 News 
in their feature program “What Connects Us” 

 

https://www.local10.com/features/2026/07/01/floridas-flower-force-inside-the
-flamingo-gardens-orchidteers/ 
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★ Join the American Orchid Society 

★ Are you a member of the American Orchid Society?  Click here to join today. 
 

★ AOS Webinars   
★ Do you want to learn more about your orchids through  

Webinars?  Check out the upcoming webinars here.   
Some are for Members Only, others open to the public. 
Webinars are recorded so you have access to older ones.  
 

★ Orchidist's Word of the Month from the AOS  
★ velamen (VEL-lah-min) The layer or layers of cells covering the roots of epiphytic 

orchid which aid in the rapid absorption and assimilation of water and mineral 
nutrients.  

★ If you hear a term during a presentation and don’t know the meaning, you can 
get your answers in the Orchidist's Glossary. 

 
Visit the AOS website AOS.org for information about orchids, orchid culture, judging, 
and much more… 

 

 
JULY AOS CORNER 

LINK TO THE FGOS WEBSITE FOR PREVIOUS AOS CORNER NEWSLETTERS 

 
FGOS meets the 2nd Monday of every month, doors open at 7:00 p.m.     11 

https://secure.aos.org/join/new-membership?utm_source=url&utm_medium=website&utm_term=hero-area&utm_campaign=join
https://www.aos.org/orchids/webinars.aspx
https://www.aos.org/orchids/orchidists-glossary.aspx
http://aos.org
https://img1.wsimg.com/blobby/go/a3603ffc-9103-4bbd-b10c-44ab0d8bb7c4/downloads/c25e6ade-7173-45f0-9e7c-6e0adb7dcfa1/2026%20July%20AOS%20Corner.pdf?ver=1783276245564
https://flamingogardensorchidsociety.com/affiliations

