
MARCH  2026 
Welcome to the 2026 AOS Corner, the monthly newsletter for Representatives, Presidents, and 
Newsletter Editors.  It’s March and let us happily March into the third month of 2026 and 
welcome better weather, springlike temperatures and say goodbye to the harshness of the 
winter!  It’s been a rough one in so many parts of the country with the heavy snow, crazy rains 
and storms out west and iguanas hitting the sidewalks in Florida!  Let us celebrate with the Irish 
on the 17th, dance a jig and look forward with anticipation to sweet green roots, new growth 
and finally thriving orchids!  Happy repotting and prep for a season of beautiful plants! 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE AFFILIATED SOCIETIES COMMITTEE CHAIR 
Promote your Local Orchid Vendors and the AOS by hosting a Society Show with AOS 
Judging or an Outreach Judging Event!! For more information, send me an email at 
arod@aos.org . Thank you again for your love of orchids and support of the AOS!!
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FANTASTIC FUN IN NYC WITH ORCHIDS 
By Jill Blake Smith 

 
It was recently brought to my attention that there is a big orchid event in New York City 
that is worthy of mention in our humble newsletter.  The New York Botanical Garden’s 
2026 Orchid Show, running until April 26th, has featured an unusual guest designer who 
has created incredible vignettes of mundane cityscapes festooned with glorious orchid 
plants!  The familiar has become softly unfamiliar with such beauty surrounding and 
being a part of it.  This guest “flower magician” is an anonymous gentleman, a floral 
artist, who has adopted the title Mr. Flower Fantastic, and to preserve his anonymity and 
to protect himself from allergies, he wears a full mask with a respirator attachment.  He 
is a local New Yorker, ironically from the Jamaica area of Queens and whose mother is 
a native Jamaican!  The event has been dubbed “The Orchid Show: Mr. Flower 
Fantastic’s Concrete Jungle.” 
 
MFF, as he is often referred to, has taken such lackluster urban structures and 
transformed them into lush displays with tropical touches.  He has a dumpster filled with 
garbage bags and decorated with phalaenopsis, a free-standing trash can sprouts a 
variety of orchid species, a fire hydrant drips with lavender dendrobiums and orchids 
gracefully flow down the front of a brownstone.  A faux subway entrance includes 
cascading yellow Oncidium and a laundromat has front loading washing machines filled 
with orchids visible in the round glass doors like terrariums.  There’s a pizza place, a car 
wash, a simple park bench, a fire escape and a newsstand where visitors are offered 
handouts on orchid culture. 
 
In addition to all the magnificent orchid exhibits, there are a number of other activities 
that complement the visual beauty of the show.  Culture and conservation classes are 
offered, and there is an evening event featuring a DJ, cocktails and snacks. 
 
We have all attended fabulous orchid shows and conferences worldwide and 
experienced displays that defy description.  Many of us have even designed and built 
them!  The photographs in our monthly publication ORCHIDS are breathtaking and for 
many of us, our individual greenhouses are a source of inspiration and visual wonder.  
Mr. Flower Fantastic’s floral designs and artistry, however, are so differently captivating, 
beautifully reflecting the city style and culture of New York.  It is a certainty that many 
local residents of the city as well as the surrounding areas will attend the show, but for 
the rest of us not traveling to the northeast, it is, indeed, a visual treat to visit the many 
websites and YouTubes featuring the marvelous creative genius of Mr. Flower Fantastic.  
So take a few minutes, head to Google and check it out.  It’s well worth it! Enjoy!  
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SHARE YOUR IDEAS & STORIES 
YOUR GREAT IDEAS 

Has your Society created ways to keep members engaged coming back for more?  Do 
you have a fun fact you would like us to share? We would like to hear from you. 

 
YOUR BLUNDERS 

Do you have a recurring problem? Share your mishaps as well! Your lessons can help 
others avoid similar mistakes. 

 
Please email us your stories to arod@aos.org.  If you wish your story to remain 

anonymous, we will be more than happy to keep it so. 
 

AFFILIATED SOCIETIES COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP 
 

The Affiliated Societies Committee is looking for team members.  Help us continue to build 
relationships and resources for American Orchid Society Affiliates.  Please send an email 

to arod@aos.org if you are interested in joining us virtually at our April Meeting. 
 

 

THANK YOU FOR READING! 
 

Please remember to include the Affiliated Societies Committee (affiliated_societies@aos.org) 
to your newsletter distribution.  We would like to know what you are doing. Help us help 

everyone by sending us your great ideas, recurring problems and your blunders; we all need 
that little inspiration in our orchid journey. If you have something to share, or there is 

something you would like to read about, please let us know! 
 

The AOS Corner is for society representatives and newsletter editors.  Orchid societies are 
welcome to reproduce the AOS Corner completely, or in part, in their society publications.  

We encourage use of the AOS website by all members. 
 

 
 

VISIT US ON FACEBOOK @ 
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/AffiliatedSocietiesOfTheAOS 
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