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ONCE UPON A TIME
WHEN ELIROPE WAS
RULED BY KINGS
AND QULEENS....

HEY EVERYONE!'!

ET’5 SEND
SOME SHIPS
OVER TOO!

THE RACE WAS ON!

NSN—
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ACROSS THE AMERICAS, BUT BACK IN ELIROPE IT WASN’T ALL
ELUROPEAN POWERS BGOLD & GLAMOLIR.
CLAIMED WHOLE SECTIONS.

A RELIGIOUS REVOLUTION WAS
SWEEPING OVER THE CONTINENT...

No!
No!
No!
EVERYONE
CAN
INTERPRET
@ THE BIBLE
B FOR THEM-
5 SELVES!

THE SPANISH HAD
FOLIND GOLD

IN THE CARIBBEAN,
MEXICO, CENTRAL
AMERICA, AND
SOUTH AMERICA.

SHIPPING ALL THIS
GOLD TO SPAIN LED
TO PIRATES

TRYING TO STEAL IT
- AND SOME OF OLIR
CLASSIC PIRATE
STORIES.



THE PROTESTANT REFORMATION CHALLENGED THE
AUTHORITY OF THE CHLURCH AND THE MONARCHS WHO
SUPPORTED THE CHLIRCH.

KINGS AND QLIEENS TRIED TO FORCE
RELIGIOUS BELIEFS ON THEIR SLUBJECTS,
BUT SOME REBELLED.

WHEN WILL
MONARCHS
LEARN
THEY CANNOT

RECANT
YOLR
HERESY!

BGRACE IS
RECEIVED,
NOT EARNED!

REJECTING
THE POPE PIPN’'T
MAKE ME A
PROTESTANT...

TO ADD A
WRINKLE OF
COMPLEXITY
TO ALL THIS:
IN ENGLAND,
KING HENRY Vil
BROKE AWAY
FROM THE
CATHOLIC
CHURCH AND
CREATED THE
CHURCH OF ENGLAND,
WITH HINSELF AT e
THE HEAD OF THE "
CHURCH.

I JUST MADE

THE
YENGLISH
POPE”

MYSELF INTO |

BUT FOR SOME ENGLISH PROTESTANTS,
THIS WAS NO FIX AT ALL!

CHURCH OF ENGLA

OVER THE YEARS IT CONTINLIED. BUT IN 1603 KING JAMES T
ASCENDPED THE THRONE AND MADE A PIFFICLLT
SITUATION WORSE.

AS KING T/LL THE KING HAS
PERSECUTE AND FORCE NO ALUTHORITY
CATHOLICS. . PROTESTANTS 70 TELL LS

TO CONFORM
TOMY
IDEAS!

HOW TO PRAY!
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A SMALL GROLUP OF ENGLISH PROTESTANTS CALLED
THEMSELVES, “SEPARATISTS”, BECAUSE THEY WANTED TO
SEPARATE FROM THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND.

THE CONGREGATION HAD TO MEET IN SECRET...

TO WRITE
upr A
COVENANT..

...TO EXPLAIN
HOW OLR
CONGREG-

ATION NEEDS TO BASED.
WILL WORK! AGREE NoT
TOIT. HIER-
ARCHICAL!

YES...
AND
EVERYONE

RIGHT!
WE SHOLULD
BE BROAD-

BECAUSE THE SEPARATISTS PUT THEMSELVES
OUTSIPE OF THE KING’S AUTHORITY IN RELIGIOUS
AFFAIRS, THEY HAD TO CREATE THEIR OWN AUTHORITY
TO RLUN THEIR CONGREGATION. THEY WROTE RELIGIOUS
COVENANTS AMONGST THEMSELVES AND GOP.

OVER THE YEARS, THEY GOT VERY SOOD AT WRITING COVENANTS...

EVENTUALLY THE SEPARATISTS WERE PISCOVERED AND
THREATENED WITH ARREST. THE SEPARATISTS FLED TO
LEIPEN, HOLLAND. HOLLAND WAS KNOWN FOR A NEW-FANGLED
CONCEPT CALLED, “RELIGIOUS TOLERANCE.”

The Mayflower Compact
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MEANWHILE, THE KINGS AND QLIEENS

OF ELIROPE HAD BEEN TRYING TO FIGLIRE OUT IT WAS TRLIE. THE VENTURES IN THE CARIBBEAN,
HOW TO MAKE MONEY OFF OF THEIR CLAINED CENTRAL AMERICA, AND SOLITH AMERICA
TERRITORY IN THE NEW WORLD. WERE VERY PROFITABLE AND DRAMATIC.

NORTH AMERICA WAS LESS EXCITING...

ummmm...
WE GET
TIMBER,

FISH, AND
BEAVER

SHIPS...
CREWS...
SUPPLIES...

WE HAVE
SWEETS, SUGAR,
CHOCOLATE,
AND SPICES!

SOUTH &€ CENTRAL AMERICA

ONE DAY YOLIR GREAT,
WHY CAN‘T WE BE LIKE GREAT, GREAT, GREAT
THE SPANISH AND GRANDCHILDREN
FIND SOLD EVERYWHERE!Z SOUTH AMERICA r:, #’n”ﬁgis!
ALSO GAVE ELIROPE
POTATOES! ("
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IN 1585 (BACK WHEN QULIEEN ELIZABETH RULED), ENGLAND

HAD BEGLIN ITS FIRST-OF-THREE ATTEMPTS
TO ESTABLISH ITS FIRST SETTLEMENT, ROANOKE,
IN WHAT 1S TODPAY NORTH CAROLINA.

IN 1607, EAGER FOR ANOTHER BITE OF THE APPLE,
THE ENGLISH, LINPER KING JAMES I,
DECIPDED TO CREATE A COLONY IN VIRGINIA.

AFTER THE THIRD ATTEMPTED RESETTLEMENT FAILED,
ROANOKE WAS GIVEN LUP.

WE
WE DIPN’T FAILED
JUST FAIL... THREE

TIMES.

WE WILL
BUILD
THIS TOWN
BY THE
JAMES

NAMED
AFTER
KING JAMES
OLR NEW
SOVEREIGN...

-..AND WE
WILL NAME
THE TOWN,
JAMESTOWN!

SOLNPS LIKE
YOU'vE
THOUGHT OF
EVERYTHING.
‘M ON
BOARD!

-..AND THE
INFANT,
VIRGINIA PARE,
WAS TURNED
INTO A
WHITE DOEL...

THE FAILLURE OF ROANOKE COLONY
INSPIRED A NUMBER OF STORIES.
SOME SAID THE 120 COLONISTS
WERE SWALLOWED LIP BY THE
WILDERNESS, OR MASSACRED

BY THE NATIVE PEOPLE.

RECENT RESEARCH SUGGESTS
THAT THEY JUST MOVED oy
IN WITH THE LOCAL TRIBES.”

——

KING JAMES
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BUT FLATTERING KING JAMES, PIDN’T ENSLIRE
JAMESTOWN’S SLCCESS.

JAMESTOWN WAS A FAILLURE; IT JUST TOOK LONGER
TO FAIL.

WHATZ!

I THOUGHT
JAMESTOWN
WAS A HUGE
SlUccEeSS!

UMMM,
WE ONLY

FOLIND THE
REMAINS

OF THE

THE
SETTLERS

SITE IN HAD
1994 RESORTED
TO
CANNIBALISM

THEY
INTRODLCED
TOBACCO
TO ELROPE

MAYBE IT
SHOULD
HAVE
FLOPPED
SOONER...

ALTHOLIGH ROANOKE AND JAMESTOWN GET
THE MOST ATTENTION, EFFORTS WERE ALSO
MADE TO ESTABLISH TRAPING

POSTS UP AND DOWN THE ATLANTIC COAST.

THEY SEEMED TO WORK - - LINTIL WITHOUT
WARNING, THEY VANISHED.

HELLO!
ANYONE
HOMEZ

The Mayflower Compact
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FOR THE ENGLISH, ESTABLISHING SETTLEMENTS
AND TRADPING POSTS WAS OFTEN AN EXERCISE
IN FUTILITY AND FAILLRE.

WE’RE ALL GOING TO
LOSE MONEY AND FAIL!

y 4 \

{ o ‘ ‘

é WHICH MAY INCLLDE LOSS
OF LIFE OR DISMEMBERMENT

= QL/ Z A% 'w
— — _

14

VERY MISS OLUR KIPS
WELCOMING... ENGLAND. ARE
BROWING LUP

AND LIKE A GOOP RECIPE: INTO THIS MIX,

WE ADPD THE SEPARATISTS...

THE PUTCH
HAVE BEEN

BUT T

MAYBE WE
COULD
START A
SETTLEMENT
IN THE
NEW WORLDZ2

WHO ELSE
1S CRAZY
ENoUGH

TO DO ITZ

THIS WILL
BE EASY!

=
—= o
—
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BUT KING JAMES WAS NOT ENTHUSIASTIC
ABOUT THEIR PLAN...

WHATZ!
ANOTHER
SETTLEMENT
IN THE NEW
WORLDZz

ISN'T JAMESTOWN
ENOUGH OF A
DISASTERZ!

I'M SORRY THEY
EVEN NAMED THAT
TOWN AFTER ME!

WE DON’'T GET GOLD
FROM VIRGINIA,
WE JUST GET

HORROR STORIES.

SO WITH THAT IN MIND,
KING JAMES DPID
SOMETHING BRILLIANT,
DASTARDLY,

WISE, AND CLEVER....

MWAHAHAHA...

MWAHAH...

The Mayflower Compact 17
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HE REFUSED.

REALLY!
IM NOT KIPDING.

I REFUSE.

I WON’T GIVE THEM
A CHARTER.

I WON’T PAY FOR
ANYTHING.

BUT I WILL GIVE
THEM PERMISSION
TO SET UP A TOWN.

BUT THEY’LL HAVE TO
DO IT THEMSELVES.

KING JAMES HAD SET UP THE VIRGINIA COMPANY TO
ENCOLRAGE ANP FUNP COLONIALIZATION. BUT EVEN
THE VIRGINIA COMPANY FOLIND THEY COLULDN’T AFFORD
BRITISH SETTLEMENTS (AND FAILLRES) IN AMERICA.

THEIR REVISED PLAN WAS TO FRANCHISE SETTLEMENTS.
THEY WOLILD PROVIDE A “PATENT”, OR PERMISSION,

TO SETTLE. IF THE SETTLEMENT LASTED FOR 5 YEARS
THEN THE SETTLERS WOULD GET TITLE TO THE LAND.

WITHOUT ROYAL FUNPING, THIS VENTURE HAD TO BE
PRIVATELY FUNDPED. SO THE COLONY WAS SET LUP
AS A CORPORATION, JUST LIKE IN BUSINESS.

PRIVATE INVESTORS USING AN INVESTMENT COMPANY
CALLED THE “"MERCHANT ADVENTURERS”
PAID FOR THE PROJECT.

WE’RE
SHAREHOLDERS

AND WE’RE
THE STAKE-
HOLDERS

FLUN FACT:
MOST TOWN SIGNS
STATE WHEN
THEY WERE
INCORPORATED

-..AND JUST LIKE A
CORPORATION, THE
MANAGEMENT IS
RESPONSIBLE TO
THE STOCKHOLDERS.
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WITH INVESTORS PROVIPING FUNPING, THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF THE PLYMOLUTH COLONY

WAS A FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENT, NOT A PERHAPS AT THE TIME, THIS SEEMED LIKE A SMALL DETAIL.

GOVERNMENTAL ONE. s

KING JAMES HAD FORGOTTEN THE “GOLDEN RLLE”!

> W= 0
\\ \ ///

@OLDEN RLI E
HE ( OR SHE) THAT

THAT’S
HOW WE

HAS THE GoLp, i Eri?z
THEM INT
MAKEﬁ THE RULES, BOING TO

AMERICA’

THAT’S

THE
THING, ALTHOLUGH IT PIP NOT SEEM

you LIKE A BIG DEAL AT THE
DON'T TIME, THE SETTLERS WERE
FIT IN. GOING TO BE CREATING

I DON'T
SEE WHERE
I FIT IN...

CERTAINLY ALL THE SETTLERS
PLEDGED PATRIOTIC LOYALTY
TO THE KING, BUT THEY WERE
GOING TO BE 3,270 MILES AWAY

oo you
JUST HEAR

THAT
FROM THE ROYAL COLRT. THEIR OWN Jmmar
STOCKHOLDERS, WOULD BE GOVERNMENT... SHIFT IN
ANSWERABLE TO THEIR HISTORYZ

INVESTORS, NOT NECESSARILY
THE CROWN.

//\‘{; ﬂ\fg

RID THE REALM

AND GIVEN THE TRACK RECORP OF PREVIOUS SETTLEMENTS
AND TRADPING POSTS, THE SMART MONEY WAS ON PLYMOUTH
BECOMING JUST ANOTHER FAILLURE ON THAT LONG LIST.

BRILLIANT
PLAN,
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AFTER A VERY LONG, PIFFICLLT,

AND DANGEROUS 66 DAY VOYAGE ON A SHIP
NAMED “"MAYFLOWER”, THE PILGRIMS SAILED
INTO A MAJOR PLOT TWIST.

THEY LANPED IN THE WRONG&G SPOT.

SERIOUSLY.

THIS MAY BE ONE OF THE MOST CONSEQGILIENTIAL
MISTAKES IN AMERICAN HISTORY.

MOHICAN

THEY HAD BEEN GRANTED PERMISSION TO
SETTLE SOMEWHERE AROLIND THE HUDSON
RIVER (SO SOMEWHERE AROLIND WHERE
NEW YORK CITY IS TODAY), BUT THEY ENDED

UP IN PLYMOLUTH.

MASSACHUSETT

NIPMUC

PLYMOUTH

WAMPANOAG

OOOFPS!

WE SETTLED
IN PLYMOUTH!

The Mayflower Compact 23



HISTORIANS HAVE WONPERED FOR YEARS
WHY THE SETTLERS CHOSE PLYMOLUTH...

MAYBE IT REALLY WAS AS THEY DESCRIBED IT:

MAYBE THEY PIPN’T WANT TO BE

A PAWN IN KING JAMES’ GAME WITH
THE DUTCH

OK, EVERYONE,

IT’S AGREED: ARE WE
WE WERE BLOWN A%soﬁg; ELY
OFF COLRSE,
- LET’S HAVE THEM SETTLE AND COLLDN'T EVERYONE 1S
HERE BY THE HUDSON RIVER. POS<SIBLY HAVE GOING TO
THAT WILL ANNOY
THE DUTCH WHO HAVE SAILED AROLIND B A
A SHIP WHICH
S MADE CLAIMS THERE. JUST SAILED
, \ ACROSE THE
JS - ATLANTIC,
> COLLDN’T HAVE
SAILED AROLIND
CAPE COD?Z...

MAYBE IT WAS AN ATTEMPT MAYBE THEY REALIZED IT
TO BREAK THE CONTRACT WAS A ONCE-IN-A-LIFETIME
WITH THEIR INVESTORS

OPPORTUNITY TO GET
(WHO THEY DID NOT LIKE) AWAY FROM THE KING

(WHO THEY DIP NOT LIKE)
el
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CONOHASSET MEESHAWN

SETTLING OUTSIPE

THE KING’S GRANT

MEANT THAT THE
SHAREHOLDERS WERE

IN COMPLETELY NEW
TERRITORY - LITERALLY AND
LEéALL Y- COOXISSETT

PATUXET (PLYMOUTH)

SAUGUATNCKET
CUMMARUID

AQLIETNET  MATTACHEE

INPEED, PERHAFPS THE LEGAL
LINDERPINNINGS OF THEIR

OWN CORPORATION WERE
IN QUESTION.

ASHINUIT

AGUSHNET

PASSENGERS BEGAN
TO PISSENT AND
GRUMBLE...

I’M GOING TO PO
WHATEVER I WANT!

=
/A

THE DANGER WAS VERY REAL.
THE EXPEPITION MIGHT HAVE BROKEN LP WITHIN
HOLIRS OF LANPING.

TO FIX THIS, THE SEPARATISTS PID SOMETHING
THEY HAD DONE BEFORE AMONGST
THEMSELVES: THEY WROTE ANOTHER COVENANT.

THIS COVENANT WAS THE
MAYFLOWER COMPACT.

AND IT NEEDPS
TO BE A CIVIL
AGREEMENT...

AND EXPLAINS

THAT WE HAVE
THE AUTHORITY
TO MAKE LAWS...

...OR ELSE THE TOO!

NON-CHURCH
MEMBERS
WON’T SIGN.

AND IT NEEDS
TO BE NON-
HIERARCHICAL

WE NEED A
COVENANT
FOR ALL
OF US.

Yyou 60T
THE PART
ABoUT IT
BEING CIVIL,
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&op, AMEN. '
MUST HAVE IN THE NAME OF ER-WRITT EN,
NAMES ARE LIND EIGN

i cawe WE WHOSE TS OF OUR DREAD SOVER MAYBE BY CALLING IT
EVIDENTLY SOMEONE ON THE LOYAL SUBZ By THE GRACE OF GO, “"NORTHERN VIRGINIA”
THE MAYFLOWER HAD LORD, KING JAMES, D NCE, AND IRELAND KING: THEY WERE TRYING
SPENT A LOT OF TIME OF GREAT BRITAIN, F i 70 PAPER OVER
THINKING ABOLT pEFENDER OF THE FATTH ET SETTLING BEYOND
THIS COVENANT. & LNDERTAKEN, FOR THE GLORY OF 92

HAVIN ERT

28

IT’S A VERY SHORT AND WELL THOUGHT-OUT
DOCUMENT. HERE’S THE FIRST PARAGRAFPH:

THEY WERE VERY
RELIGIOUS, AND
EVERYTHING STARTED
WITH A PRAYER

THIS IS ACTUALLY
A COMPLIMENT
TO THE KING. HE
WAS YAWE-INSPIRING”

LIR
THE LOYAL SUBJECTS OF O

ORD, KING JAMES i
Lor GREAT BRITAIN, F)ZANGEEI AN
DEFENDER, OF THE FAITH:

ENGLISH MONARCHS
LONG AGO CLAIMED
A RIGHT TO THE THRONE
OF FRANCE ‘

THIS MUST HAVE BEEN A HARD ONE
FOR THE SETTLERS TO SWALLOW
AS THE WHOLE POINT OF THE
SETTLEMENT WAS TO GET AWAY
FROM THE KING’S CHLURCH. BUT
THEY WERE WISE ENOLGH )
NOT TO MAKE THE POINT HERE.

N FAITH,

F THE CHRISTIA
VANCEMENT ol N,

2’:‘; :ZNOR OF OUR KING AND TngZo i

A VOYAGE TO PLANT THE FlRéV iy

IN THE NORT! HERN PART: 3 OF

wow!
AS FREE PEOPLE
HESE PRESENTS SOLEMNLY AND THEY ARE CREATING
Do BY THECL THE PRESENCE OF SO% THEMSELVES INTO
MUTUALLY; 'NANoTHE’z' Z OVENANT AND A CVIL SOCIETY.
AND ONE OF VES TO GETHER INT! (24 THIS IS
cOMBINE OUR SE! R BETTER REVOLUTIONARY!
sopy poLITIc, FOR Ol FURTHERANCE
ac V:;z, 5 AND PRESERVATION AND
ORD!

F THE ENDS AFORESAID

ITUTE,
ENACT, CONST
LIE HEREOF TO
piv 'B:m SUCH JUST AND Eaug: ;A;q\/”qil
CromCE AT 2 n AL
TI ,
OFFICES, FROM
BE THOUGHT MOfT MEET )
o 15310
Fﬁio WHléCH WE PROMISE ALL DUE SUBM
ui

AND OBEDIENCE-

DER
WITNESS WHEREOF WE HAVE HPEEIZGEZI;I
'gNBéGRIBED OLR NAMES AT c;:q B

THE ELEVENTH OF NOVEMBER, N Ok

OF THE REIGN OF OLUR .iNol;/EFRE N ND RELAND,
OF ENGL "

KING JAMES;, RAN-r :

THE EléHTEENTH, AND OF 5600M 1LAN620’

THE FIFTY—FOLIRTH. ANNO DOM-

JOHN CARVER
WILLIAM BREW;TE'Z

OHN CRAXTON
‘.J}orm HOWLAND
JOHN T LY
THOMAS TINKER

HN ruzuzszT
DIGERY PRIE:
EDMOND MARéEio”
RICHARD CLAR .
THOMAS ENGLIS
JOHN GOODMAN

)

AND CONVENIENT
coop OF THE COLONY:

MAKE LAWS,

D EDWARD WINSLS SIGN AND DATE,
WILLIAM BRADFOR g STANDISH  AND INCLLUDE THE
sane ALE CHRISTOPHER CREDENTIALS
SAMLEL FULLER JAMES CHILTO! OF THE
WILLAMWHITE | popaRD WARRS THE KING AGAIN
LLI o
JOHN B:'v HOPKINS EDWAR iR Yz
STEVE! v THOMAS ROSEE: e
N FIGDALE WA rCHER =
T R'épfon MOSES FLE SLO) =
FRANCIS EA GILBERT WINS!
THOMAS WILLI

THE SIGNATURES
OF THE 41 MEN
ONBOARD

Mayflower Compact

HERE THEY GIVE
THEMSELVES
ALUTHORITY TO

HERE THEY PLEDGE
LOYALTY TO THEIR
NEW GOVERNMENT

LUNDERNEATH WERE

THE LINITS OF
THEIR PATENT.

SLUPER-CONCISE

EXPLANATION
OF THE PURPOSE
OF GOVERNMENT!

ADJUDICATE LAWS &
HOLD ELECTIONS

29
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I MEAN,

IT’8 NO
TOPAY WE MIGHT DECLARATION OF
THINK OF THE INDEPENDENCE...
MAYFLOWER
COMPACT
AS TRITE
AND CUTE

BUT IT IS A BI& PEAL/
AND IT IS AS INPORTANT AS THE
DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE.

WE HAD 155 YEARS
OF SELF-RIULE, POLITICAL
PHILOSOPHERS LIKE JOHN LOCKE,
ESTABLISHED DEMOCRATIC
INSTITUTIONS, AND A
KING CONSTRAINED
BY PARLIAMENT

WE LIVED IN A WORLD
COMPLETELY CONTROLLED BY
IRRATIONAL MONARCHS, AND
HAD NO IPEA HOW TO RLN A
FREE SOCIETY.

1620

THE MAYFLOWER COMPACT PIP NOT PIRECTLY
APDRESS HOW THE NEW GOVERNMENT
WOLLD WORK, RATHER IT ANNOLINCED THAT
THE GROLUP ITSELF HAD THE POWER

TO CREATE ITS AUTHORITY.

WE CAN

I CANPULL

EXCALIBLR PULL

FROM THE EXCALIBLR
STONE, FrROM
HENCE T THE STONE

AM IN
CHARGE!

KING ARTHLUR PILGRINS
~1100 1620
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THE IPDEA THAT A GROLP OF PEOPLE
COULD CREATE A GOVERNMENT THAT
WASN’T BASED ON NOBILITY, BUT JUST
ON THEMSELVES, WAS RADPICAL.

THEY ALSO SAVE THEMSELVES THE POWER
TO MAKE LAWS, HOLD ELECTIONS, AND MODIFY
THEIR GOVERNMENT AS BEST SLUITED THEM.

IN 1620 THIS WAS JAW-DROPPING STUFF.

IN ENGLAND
IAMA

SUBJECT

OF THE

WE’RE SUBJECTS
TOO - BUT THE KING
1S AN OCEAN AWAY, SO
WE ARE RESPONSIBLE
ONLY TO
EACH OTHER

THE PILGRINS’ GOVERNMENT WAS NOT
BASED ON ROYALTY, OR RELIGIOUS
LEAPDERSHIP. THEY CREATED A GOVERNMENT
BASED ON EACH OTHER,

SO IT IS A ClVIL GOVERNMENT

MY ROYAL
BIRTH
RESLULTED
IN MAKING
ME MORE
QUALIFIED
TO DECIPE
WHAT IS
BEST FOR
EVERYONE....

MY HIGH
STANPING
IN THE
CHLURCH
MEANS
THAT ONLY
I TRULY
LINDERSTAND
WHAT Gop

A CIVIL GOVERNMENT ALSO MEANS
THE MILITARY 1S LINDER CIVILIAN
CONTROL, HENCE THE PLYMOUTH
COLONY WOULLD NOT BE A MILITARY
EXPEPITION.

SORRY, MILES STANPISH.....

MILES STANDISH WAS
THE MILITARY CAPTAIN
OF THE COLONY.
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THE MAYFLOWER COMPACT IS ALSO

A BRILLIANT EXAMPLE OF CITIZENS PLACING
A GOVERNMENT OVER THEMSELVES

TO BETTER ORPER THEIR SOCIETY.

CREATING A GOVERNMENT IS A SERIOUS AND
TRICKY BUSINESS. GOVERNMENTS HAVE A LOT
OF POWER:

THE
POWER
TO DRAFT
CITIZENS
INTO ITS

THE
POWER
TO JUDGE
DISPUTES

THE
POWER
TO SPEND

POWER TO
ENFORCE

THAT’S A LOT OF POWER!

THEN THE
BEST WAY
TO BE FREE
WOLILD BE
TO HAVE No

'\ GOVERNMENT! ACTUALLY, NO.

THAT wolLD
BE CHAOS.

AND CHAOS
CREATES
INEQUALITY,
POVERTY,
AND TYRANNY.

ALL ELIGIBLE MEN ON BOARD HAD TO SIGN THE
MAYFLOWER COMPACT OR ELSE BE RETURNED
TO ENGLAND.

(PARADOXICALLY, YOU DO NOT HAVE A RIGHT
NOT TO BE GOVERNED... GOVERNMENT
REALLY 1S A COMMLNITY AFFAIR.)

WE SHOLULD
ALL GET
AGENTS!

ALL THE MALE SETTLERS
SIGNED THE COMPACT.
IT WAS AN HISTORIC
OCCASION.

THEY WERE ALL P,
GOING TO BE :
FAMOLIS

THROUGHOUT
HISTORY!

The Mayflower Compact 35
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WITH THE MAYFLOWER COMPACT SIGNED

AND NOW IN FULL EFFECT, THE SETTLERS
TURNED TO THE ISSLIE OF ELECTING LEAPDERS
FOR THE NEW COLONY ...A NEW POWER THEY
HAD GRANTED THEMSELVES (SEE PARAGRAFPH
THREE OF THE COMPACT).

ARE THERE
ANY NOBLES

OR ROYALS ---PERHAPS
ANY

GENTLEMEN

OF RANKZ

ALAS, ON THE MAYFLOWER THERE WAS NO ONE
OF ROYAL OR NOBLE BIRTH ON BOARD.

HAD THERE BEEN, THE GROLUP MIGHT HAVE
TURNED TO THEM TO LEAD THE COLONY.

INSTEADP THE COMMLNITY WOLILD HAVE TO
PICK A LEADER FROM AMONGST THEMSELVES.

THIS WAS A B/&& DEAL TOO!

—— S
THERE HAVE BEEN SO MANY
POLITCAL PHILOSOPHY BREAK-
THROUGHS IN THIS BOOK,

IF YOU NEED TO LIE DOWN

AND TAKE A BREAK, DO IT HERE.

—\

THE SETTLERS ELECTED JOHN CARVER AS
THEIR FIRST GOVERNOR OF PLYMOUTH COLONY.

IT WAS AMERICA’S FIRST ELUIROPEAN ELECTION
IN A LAND THAT HAD A LON&G TRAPITION OF
ELECTIONS IN THE NATIVE CLULTLURE.

HEY!
THAT
WORKED!

I LOVE
ELECTIONS

THEY’'RE SO
CUTE WHEN
THEY’RE
LEARNING.

SOMETHING
IN THE
AlR....
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GETS DONE THEY ARE THE
LNLESS MILITIA
THERE'S A
BROAD
CONSENSUS
THEY ARE MY

BUT VERY QUICKLY GOVERNOR CARVER

AND HIS SLUCCESSOR, GOVERNOR BRADPFORD,
REALIZED THAT THEY COULD NOT JUST BOSS
THEIR FELLOW CITIZENS AROLIND.

ACTUALLY,
HOW colULD
IT BE
OTHERWISE

THERE

ARE ONLY
A FEW
OF Us

I CANNOT
USE THE MILITIA
TO BOSS THEM

AROLIND - BECAUSE

NOTHING

TO DO IT
FRIENDS
AND

NEIGHBORS

THEY’RE
SMART AND
WELL-
EDLICATED

THE SETTLERS ACCIPENTALLY STUMBLED
ONTO WHAT POLITICAL PHILOSOPHERS IN
THE 170035 WOLULD IPENTIFY AS THE SECRET
INGREPIENT FOR GOODP GOVERNMENT:
“CONSENT OF THE GOVERNED”.

WHAT HAD STARTED OUT AS AN EFFORT TO
MOLLIFY PISSENTERS ABOARDP THE MAYFLOWER
TURNED OUT TO BE EXTREMELY EFFECTIVE IN
KEEPING THE COLONY TOGETHER.

IT BECAME THE BACKBONE LUPON WHICH
MECHANISMS OF SELF-GOVERNMENT COULD

FLOLIRISH.

S0 GIVING
ALL FACTIONS

OPPORTLUNITIES
TO DISAGREE
KEEPS US

PARADPOXICAL,
BUT TRUE!

IT HELPED THAT (ALTHOUGH VERY STRICT) THE
COMMLINAL AND NON-HEIRARCHICAL NATURE OF
THE PILGRIN’S RELIGIOUS CONGREGATION
SAW THE WORTH OF THE PEOPLE AND PLACED
LIMITATIONS ON THOSE IN AUTHORITY.

IF you colLp YOU COLLD ALSO
OFFER INSIGHTS OFFER INSIGHTS
ABOUT GOPD AT IN POLITICAL
SLINDAY MEETINGS... MATTERS

WE SHOLLD

SO THAT’S HOW
PASS THIS

| FEEL ABOLUT
LEVITICUS 19:27
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LUMMA...
THAT’S

MY

LAND
YOU’RE ALL
DIVIDING!

IN 1622 THE COLONY HAD TO
DECIPE HOW TO PIVIPE LAND
AMONGST THEMSELVES.

THE SOLUTION WAS TO HOLD
A TOWN-WIPDE MEETING -
A TOWN MEETING.

ACTUALLY,
WE CALLED
IT “"COLRT

GLESS
“TOWN
MEETING”

DOES MAKE

BY THE WAY, “TOWN MEETINGS” ARE NOT @
THE SAME AS “TOWN HALL MEETINGS”, G
TOWN HALL MEETINGS ARE @JD

QLESTION AND ANSWER

FORUMS LUSLALLY MADE FOR LR

TV PRESENTATIONS.

TOWN MEETINGS HAVE REAL LEGISLATIVE POWER.

BACK IN 1622, EVERY “MEMBER OF THE
CORPORATION” PARTICIPATED IN THE MEETING
AND HAD A VOTE.

WE CALL IT
“PURE
DEMOCRACY”

TOPAY MANY TOWNS

IN NEW ENGLAND STILL
HAVE WHAT ARE CALLED
YOPEN” TOWN MEETINGS.

EVERY CITIZEN (AKA
MEMBER OF THE
INCORPORATED
TOWN) CAN SPEAK
AND VOTE.

BUT THERE ARE SOME LOGISTICAL PROBLEMS
WITH OPEN TOWN MEETINGS...

THERE

1/
EVERYONE THE TOWN T DON'T ARE
AS 7O BLUDGET HAVE THE oD ANy
IS OVER TIME TO TO FIT IN

LINDERSTAND
ALL THE

DEVOTE
TO ALL
THIS!

1o0
PAGES!

THE TOWN
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THE SOLUTION WAS TO CREATE “REPRESENTATIVE
TOWN MEETINGS”.

RESIPENTS VOTE FOR A SELECTED NUMBER OF
THEIR NEIGHBORS TO REPRESENT THEM AT TOWN
MEETING.

WE CALL THIS
VREPRESENTATIVE

THIS “YREPRESENTATIVE” MODEL IS THE BASIS FOR
EVERY CITY COLUNCIL, STATE LEGISLATURE, AND
EVEN THE U.S. CONGRESS.
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NOWADAYS THE TRADITIONS, = g&ﬁ

PRACTICES, AND MECHANICS 24\ UL

OF GOVERNMENT ACROSS b

AMERICA VARY AMONG CITIES, STATES, _JJ)

AND THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT, e

BUT THEY ARE ALL VINES OF THE ™

SAME ROOT. - i,
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AND THAT VINE
FIRST TOOK ROOT
ON BOARD THE
MAYFLOWER.
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Q *ANOTHER STORY FOR ANOTHER BOOK.
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SO WHEN NEW ENGLANPERS
CONVENE THEIR
TOWN MEETINGS,

ciry
COLINCILLORS
GATHER IN THEIR

REPRESENTATIVES

y Lu’}
MEET IN THEIR CAPITOLS, 1A, T

3T
~ )

OR SENATORS
ASSEMBLE IN
THEIR CHAMBERS,

ALL ACROSS THE LNITED STATES THEY ARE
CONTINUING THE LON&G TRAPITION

OF SELF-GOVERNMENT STARTED BY THE
PILGRIMS.

N

IN 1618 KING JAMES TOLD THE PILGRINS
TO DO IT THEMSELVES;

SO THEY pPIp.

AND TODAY WE CONTINUE TO DO IT
“BY OLIRSELVES”; THE VERY DEFINITION
OF SELF-GOVERNMENT.
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HOORAY FOR THE
MAYFLOWER
\ \c[o»?PAc‘n |
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