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EVERYONE INVITED
CROESO
Regular meetings of the St. David’s Welsh Society of the Suncoast are now held at noon on the
third Tuesday of the month from October to
April at St. Dunstan’s Anglican Church. A potluck luncheon and program entertain all persons
with an interest in celebrating Welsh heritage.
We have great fun so bring a friend to socialize.
(They do not even have to be Welsh to be welcome.) This will be the 76th year of the existence
of the St. David’s Welsh Society of the Suncoast.
Not many can equal that record
Directions: Turn east off Indian Rocks Road onto
Dryer Ave. (2 blocks north of Largo Indian Rocks
Medical Center). Go 2 blocks then turn north on
Pine St. Go one block to Sunny Breeze Ave.
Church will be in front of you. We look forward to
seeing you there.

SILENT
The silent auction at the St. David’s Day
banquet was a huge success. With many
lovely items to choose from, picking just the
right item became a challenge.

P.S. Do not confuse with another St. Dunstan’s
Episcopal Church located elsewhere in Largo.

DID YOU FORGET?
Our next meeting will be March 20.
Back to our usual potluck luncheon.

TRIVIA QUESTION: What
are the three crosses on
the British flag and who do
they represent?

The following members have not paid dues
this year. We miss you and hope all is well.
Gwen Giffin Carter
Laura Gentry
Wendy and Danny Kearns
J Richard and Sue Owens
John Richard Owens, Jr.
Clark Parry and Cindy Durkee
Cynthia Roberts
Mark Taber and Kristy Alderson
Elizabeth Walker
Beth Smidt
Gareth and Donna Williams

AROUND THE MEMBERSHIP
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Marian Thomas
Donald Briggs
John Richard Owens, Jr
Gwen Griffin Carter
Gwen Krause
Sue Owens
Rhianon Hardy
Jack Jacobs
Mary Hughes
Janet Briggs
Meg Zeigler
Gareth Williams

Larry and Connie Osmulski
Dave and Marian Thomas

LEARN TO PRONOUNCE WELSH
There are many sites to teach you to speak
Welsh, but here is a basic one. Originally designed for 4-7 year olds to give them a head
start in school, Jingle Jeff and Professor Giggle teach basic words and phrases in a fun
video format.
Adults will enjoy and learn
quickly too! Lesson 1 begins with counting
and numbers. Then on to such useful words
as ‘please and thank you’ and the days of the
week. Then count to 10 using correct pronunciation while singing the counting song. What
a fun way to learn! For more beginning Welsh
lessons visit www.professorgiggle.com or
www.learnalanguageforchildren.com

Although unable to attend this year’s St. David’s Day Banquet, Jan and Don Briggs send
their greetings and extoll everyone to remember Cymry am byth!
Welcome new member Susan Ryan who is
anxious to learn more about her Welsh heritage.
If you have any news for this column please let Nancy
Mellican know. (727-726-3125) She can only print what
is reported to her. Thank you

THE WORD ‘SAIS’ FIRST GIVEN TO A
WELSHMAN WHO KNEW HOW TO SPEAK
ENGLISH
'Amazing fact you probably did not know: Sais'
is still used today in Welsh to describe someone English, sometimes in a derogatory context. However, it was first used in the 15th century to describe a Welshman who knew how to
speak English. Welsh people had little reason
to know English in the middle ages, and the use
of the word suggests the knowledge was rare
and viewed with contempt.
ANSWER TO TRIVIA QUESTION: The British flag combines aspects of three older national flags: the red cross of St George of the
Kingdom of England, the white saltire of St Andrew for Scotland (these two were united in the
first Union Flag), and the red saltire of St Patrick to represent Ireland—but no drag goch!
Note the cross of St. Patrick appears asymmetrical to make them all fit together. So there
is a correct way to fly the flag with the right
side up.

BABY CAKE SMASHES ARE A THING AND THEY ARE TAKING OFF IN WALES
Forget party bags and balloons, if your baby is celebrating their first
birthday, what better way than having a cake smash. The craze started
in the US and over the past few years it has slowly taken off in the UK.
But only in the past six months has it really started to become popular in
south Wales.
For those who don’t know, a cake smash is when a one-year-old gets
messy with a cake and a photographer is there to capture the moment.
This can sometimes be followed by a bubble bath which is also captured
on camera. A cake smash is not cheap, prices can range from £100 to
£800.
Kelsie Hale is a south Wales professional photographer based in
Neath . She started doing cake smashes two to three years ago but has
noticed recently the rise in interest. “I’ve always researched different ideas and things to do with
children when they are having their photographs taken. When I first started I used to do painted
hand shoots with kids, I always find that they are more engaged if they have got something to do. I
got the idea of a cake smash from Pinterest, I look to see what other photographers are doing in the
States and all over the world. I’ve gone from doing one a month to maybe one a week now.”
“If you miss the newborn photos then the first birthday is a really good idea to have baby photos
when they have more of a personality. It’s a memory, with social media, everyone sees everything,
I’ll post a cake smash and probably have two enquiries from that.”
The 27-year-old fell into photography after helping her friend out on a modelling shoot, the photographer was so impressed with Kelsie’s skills that he ended up giving her one of his old cameras to
use. She then started doing children’s photoshoots around two to three years ago but in the past six
months they have become really popular.”
Kelsie charges £125 for a cake smash. “Most parents who come to me have seen a cake smash before, but a lot of them don’t realize that before the cake smash I always do a photoshoot with just a
plain white backdrop so you can get loads of images. With a cake smash it can be quite limited, after 10 minutes of smashing the cake they may have a sugar rush so they don’t want to sit still any
longer. We’ll plan a day for them to come to the house, when the child has had a nap. I have two to
three set-ups for a boy and girl, they can choose whatever decorations they want. The price I
charge includes the shoot, cake, decorations and outfit,” she explained.
The idea of a cake smash may not be to everyone’s taste, but Kelsie believes that the trend will last.
“Cake smashes have already proved that it’s got some staying power as it has been around for a
few years, I think it’s got a while left before it becomes old,” the 27-year-old added. “Some parents
may call it expensive and tacky but to me photography is
art, personally I don’t smash a whole cake as I find that
wasteful. I smash one part of it and the parents can then
take the rest home with them. “Some photographers will
smash the whole cake and that’s up to them, everyone
has different tastes and it’s up to the parent what they
want to do with their child. I think they are great fun, it’s
the last time a baby can get really messy before they
have to start using a knife and fork.”
Wales Online

WALES’ LAURA DEAS SECURES BRONZE MEDAL
IN WOMEN’S SKELETON IN TEAM GB FIRST
Wales' Laura Deas has won bronze in the women's
skeleton in an historic day for Team GB at the Winter
Olympics. The 29-year-old from Wrexham won the
medal alongside skeleton team-mate and best friend
Lizzy Yarnold - who became the first Briton to defend a Winter Olympic title.
"I don't think many people get to share an Olympic
podium with one of their best friends," said Deas.
The women's efforts at the Pyeongchang Olympic
Sliding Centre took Britain's medal count on Saturday
to three following Izzy Atkin's ski slopestyle bronze.
It is the first time ever Britains have won three Winter Olympic medals in the same day, overtaking
the record two from Chamonix in 1924. And Britains have matched their record total Winter Games
medal tally of four.
Laura Deas claimed her bronze by 0.02 seconds with a final run of 51.91. She was pushed into
third position after an average final run from Austrian Janine Flock who came in with 52.12. Skeleton bronze medallist Laura says becoming the first Welsh medallist at a Winter Olympics is an honour. Lizzy Yarnold successfully defended her Sochi 2014 gold - the first British winter olympian to
do so - smashing her own track record in the process by two tenths of a second. Deas began her
career in skeleton back in 2009 through the UK
Sport talent programme, Girls4Gold. This year
marked her first appearance in a Winter Games
having represented Great Britain at all three World
Championships since Sochi. She secured seventh in the 2015 World Championships, 11th in
2016 and 10th in 2017.
Bbc sport/Wales Online

Laura Deas slides during the Women's Skeleton final run
on day eight of the PyeongChang 2018 Winter Olympic
Games (Image: Getty Images AsiaPac)

PICTURE PAGES
Jack Jacobs accompanied the lusty singing.

Every year this Welsh
hedgehog couple make
an appearance.

Matt Hall presided over our 71st
St. David’s Day banquet.

Playing her favorite Welsh
songs, Victoria Garcia provided lovely harp background music for the evening.

Mary Hughes’ greatgranddaughter’s Parker, Eva, and
Scout Anderson brightened the
evening for all in attendance.

Bill Redwood and Paul
Mellican sample the
liquid libation.

With a Welsh flag on the table
in front of her, Connie Osmulski checks everyone in.
Nancy Dalos serves herself
some hors d’ouvres.

The Parry family, Clark, Cindy, Norma,
enjoy the
evening.

Two smiling Welshmen, Roger
Hughes and Bill Redwood, proudly
wear their Welsh insignia ties.
The youngest
celebrant at the
banquet, Kennedy Anderson, checks
over her grandmother Vickie’s
name tag.

Having a good conversation with fellow
Welshmen, is part
of the fun for Kelfryn
and Jean James.

There was
dancing in the
hall inspired by
Scout.

Dr. Lewis reminisces about his
time assisting his
father at this pub
many years ago.

Wendy Whitaker thoroughly enjoyed the
evening.

Dr. Martin Lewis recounted his hike along the Taff
Trail, helped by his lovely
assistant, wife Jeanne.

2018 St. David’s Day Banquet
Sunday February 25
Banquet Masters
13355 49th Street North
Clearwater
4:00 Social Hour
5:00 Dinner
Program to follow
Dinner Choices
Prime Rib ($30.00)
Vegetarian ($30.00)
Chicken Cordon Bleu ($30.00) Chicken Fingers (15.00)
Salmon Almandine ($30.00)
Cash bar available

RESERVATIONS
Name(s)

Dinner choice

Your phone number

Request others (not listed above) at your table of 8

Mail Reservations (with check) to: Roger Hughes
1858 Springbush Lane
Clearwater, FL 33763
RESERVATION DEADLINE IS February 20
There will be a $5.00 surcharge to pay at the door

