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EVERYONE INVITED

DECEMBER 12 NEXT MEETING

CROESO

Due to the close proximity of our meetings to
the holidays, there will be a combined November and December meeting on the second
Tuesday of December . Our next meeting will
be Tuesday, December 12 at our new location St Dunstan's Anglican Church. Once
again we welcome the Tarpon Singers and
their annual festive holiday program.

Regular meetings of the St. David’s Welsh Society of the Suncoast are now held at noon on the
third Tuesday of the month from October to
April at St. Dunstan’s Anglican Church. A potluck luncheon and program entertain all persons
with an interest in celebrating Welsh heritage.
We have great fun so bring a friend to socialize.
(They do not even have to be Welsh to be welcome.) This will be the 76th year of The existence of the St. David’s Welsh Society of the
Suncoast. Not many can equal that record

THE TREASURY NEEDS YOU
To keep our treasury solvent, there are three
ways to help your society.
(1) Your can pay your dues on time.
(2) You can read your newsletter in glorious
color online.
(3) You can donate to the publication and
mailing of the newsletter sent to those unable
to receive it online. This newsletter is sponsored by Don and Jan Briggs.

OUR MEETINGS HAVE MOVED
Remember we have a new location for our
monthly meetings—same time, different place.
We now gather for our potluck social in
St. Dunstan’s Anglican Church
2790 Sunny Breeze Ave.
Largo, FL 33770
Directions: Turn east off Indian Rocks Road onto Dryer Ave. (2 blocks north of Largo Indian
Rocks Medical Center). Go 2 blocks then turn
north on Pine St. Go one block to Sunny Breeze
Ave. Church will be in front of you. We look forward to seeing you there.
P.S. Do not confuse with another St. Dunstan’s
Episcopal Church located elsewhere in Largo.

NEWSLETTER ONLINE
For some time now our monthly newsletter
has been online. If you would like to save us
money and receive email notifications of new
postings of the online publication please send
your email address to Nancy Mellican at pmellican@tampabay.rr.com. Anytime you wish to
check
out
our
website,
go
to
www.welshsocietyofthesuncoast.org. We
have visitors from all over the world.

TRIVIA QUESTION: What is the link
between Wales and the Boston Tea
Party that sparked the American War
of Independence?

AROUND THE MEMBERSHIP
Still loyal members, Pat and Rhianon Hardy
send greetings to all their friends. They have
limited their driving distances so do not make it
to our meetings anymore but think of us often.

November
10
13
18

Cynthia Roberts
Connie Osmulski
Beth Smidt

December
6
7
9
19
22
24

Donna Williams
Kristy Alderson
Barbara Giraldi
Patrick Hardy
Norma Parry
Matt Hall

January
5
25
30

Nancy Mellican
Vickie Anderson
Roger Hughes

Jan Briggs suffered another fall that landed her
in the hospital again. Thankfully, she is home
again recovering nicely with assistance from
daughter Sarah and ever-faithful Don. In spite
of her adversities, Jan retains her wonderful
sense of humor.
At a recent outing, Matt Hall met the greatgrand-niece of Lloyd George. Dorothy George
lives in Spring Hill and may be available for a
program one day.
Congratulations to Jean James who has retired
for the second time.
If you have any news for this column please let Nancy
Mellican know. (727-726-3125) She can only print what
is reported to her. Thank you

LOVE YOUR WELSH SOCIETY
November
13
28

Roger and Lynne Hughes
J. Richard and Sue Owens

December
27
31

Kelfryn and Jean James
Clark and Cindy Durkee Parry

Next Meeting
December 12

Remember to bring your dues to the
next meeting. Our year begins in
October. New updated directories
are available to dues paying members.

ANSWER TO TRIVIA QUESTION:
Samuel
Adams (1722-1803) was Welsh, and the second cousin of John Adams, the second president of the USA. He organized the opposition
of the colonist to the hated Stamp Act in 1765,
and instigated the Boston Tea Party in 1773,
starting the War of Independence. The famous
Samuel Adams Boston
brewery is named after
him, and he was the first
man to call England “a
nation of shopkeepers”.

Bride and groom go to watch rugby game on their wedding day
A newly-wed couple who just happen to be massive Cardiff Blues fans managed to incorporate a
visit to the Arms Park into their wedding day. Andrew Symes and Charlotte Isabelle Treharne
Symes, both 28 and living in Cardiff , got married
at The Angel Hotel on Castle Street on Friday, October 13.
The couple met when they were 16 and studying
at college and got together around two years later.
Shop manager and hairdresser Charlotte, from
Sully, said: "We've been together just over 10
years. We started going out when we were 18.
"Since then the rest is history."
After getting engaged around a year ago, the couple's special day saw the big rugby fans pay a
visit to the Blues' home ground during half time before the team went on to beat Lyon 29-19. Much
to the surprise of the 5,961 fans inside the ground, the couple made an appearance on the pitch in
between their speeches and first dance.
Charlotte and Andrew, a shop manager from Llanrumney, were surprised with news of their visit to
the Arms Park the day before the wedding. Charlotte said: "It was my brother-in-law that managed
to sort something out. We're really big Blues fans. "It was after our speeches. We went over about
7.30pm. We stayed for about 40 minutes."
They walked over the road from their wedding venue to the Blues' home ground, and were shown
to the pitch where they had photographs taken during half time with players Ellis Jenkins and Rhys
Gill. Charlotte made the decision to do something charitable with her wedding dress and got the
Blues on board too.
The bride bought her wedding dress from Cardiff bridal boutique Pritchard and Moore - which sells
new and pre-loved wedding dresses, with every purchase supporting the work of Cancer Research
Wales. "I think a lot of people can relate to that", she said. "I knew once I did have my wedding
that I wanted to donate it back." She decided to ask the Blues players to sign her wedding dress
so it can be auctioned off for charity. "I just came up with the idea today that I thought I'd like to do
something more. It was about them all signing the back of my dress to auction it off." She managed to get two signatures while at the ground, and is hopeful that the rest of the squad will agree
to pitch in at a later date. "It's nice to give something back. It's something quite close to my heart,"
she said.
Speaking about their big day, Charlotte said: "It's been lovely. It's been absolutely fantastic - really,
really amazing." On the visit to the Arms Park, she added: "It just finished it off lovely. Obviously
walking down the aisle and saying 'I do' was the best part, but that was great as well.
"It was a dream, really. We only knew yesterday - it was a surprise. "Everyone there gave us a
good clap. It was fab. It's even better with the win!" Cardiff Blues tweeted: "Well that had to be a
half time first. Congratulations to the new Mr & Mrs Symes!"
Wales Online

Daniel Owen (20 October 1836 – 22 October 1895)
Daniel Owen was a Welsh novelist, generally regarded as the foremost Welsh-language novelist of the
19th century, and as the first significant novelist to write in Welsh. He was born in Mold (Yr Wyddgrug),
Flintshire, the youngest of six children in a working-class family. His father, Robert Owen, was a coal miner,
while his mother belonged to the family of Thomas Edwards, poet and writer. His father and his two
brothers, James and Robert, were killed on 10 May 1837 in a mining accident, when the Argoed mine became flooded. The loss impacted heavily on the family, who remained in poverty. Owen received no formal
education, but he acknowledged his debt to his Sunday School. At the age of 12, Owen was apprenticed to
a tailor, Angel Jones, an Elder with the Calvinistic Methodist Church. Owen described his apprenticeship as
a "kind of college", and began writing poetry after being influenced by one of his colleagues. Owen found
at the tailor shop opportunities to discuss and argue topics with workers and customers.

Owen began writing poetry under the pseudonym Glaslwyn, entering his work into local eisteddfodau and
succeeding in publishing some pieces. His first significant work in Welsh was a translation of Timothy Shay
Arthur's novelette Ten Nights in a Bar-Room and What I Saw There. His translation was published in a fortnightly called Charles o'r Bala. Owen then trained unsuccessfully for the Ministry of his church, preaching
from 1860. He enrolled in Bala Theological College in 1865, but failed to complete the course. From 1867
until the end of his life, he worked as a tailor in Mold, preaching on Sundays until prevented by illness.
Thereafter his mentor, Roger Edwards, suggested that he try his hand at writing instead. Owen's first
attempt at fiction was a short story, "Cymeriadau Methodistaidd" ("Methodist Characters") about the election of Chapel Elders. Modest success with it led Edwards to encourage Owen to embark upon his first novel, Y Dreflan, which described a fictionalized version of Mold.
Although Y Dreflan was popular in its time, Owen's reputation rests mainly on his three later novels, particularly Rhys Lewis and its sequel Enoc Huws. In these he again explored a fictionalized version of Mold and
its Methodist chapel culture, blending comedy with satire and psychological introspection. His work is
sometimes compared with that of Charles Dickens, who was a likely influence, although Owen's work is
uniquely informed by his own Welsh-language culture and chapel background.
List of works
Y Dreflan (1881)
Rhys Lewis (1885)
Enoc Huws (1891)
Gwen Tomos (1894)
Straeon y Pentan (short stories) (1895)
Although not the first to write novels in Welsh, Owen is the earliest Welsh-language novelist whose works
are still widely read. He is credited with starting the tradition of novel-writing in the Welsh language. He
was an influence on many later fiction writers, such as Kate Roberts and T. Rowland Hughes.
His novels Rhys Lewis and Enoc Huws were both published posthumously in the Welsh Language weekly
Newspaper Y Cymro.
Owen is commemorated in Mold, by a statue and the naming of a shopping precinct and cultural centre.
He also gives his name to the Daniel Owen Memorial Prize (Gwobr Goffa Daniel Owen), awarded at the National Eisteddfod for the best unpublished novel of not less than 50,000 words with a strong story. The
prize has been awarded since 1978, although if none of the entries have been deemed to be of a high
enough quality the award is not presented. Mold also holds an annual cultural festival centered on his life
and works called the Daniel Owen Festival.
wikipedia

PICTURE PAGES
Next meeting on Tuesday December 12 at St. Dunstan’s Anglican Church

Not a new member, but a statue
of Daniel Owen outside the library in his hometown of Mold.

Barbara Giraldi presented an interesting program on the Welsh in her
home state of Pennsylvania.

Beautiful seasonal
table decorations
graced the buffet
table.

Vera Ruben looks pretty in pink.

Mary Hughes helps herself to
the delicious offerings from
the buffet table.
All smiles, Jean and Kelfryn James enjoy the comradery
and good food of their fellow Welsh enthusiasts.

President
Matt Hall enjoys stimulating conversations with
his meal.

New member Tina Laruccia and her husband
Michael are right at home with the group.

You can tell Wendy
Whitaker was born in
Wales when she
holds her silverware
in the traditional
Welsh manner.

In a quiet moment, Connie
Osmulski checks
her messages.

Treasurer
Roger
Hughes is all
smiles after
an enjoyable
summer vacation visiting family.

Paul Mellican blows on his tea to
be sure it is the right temperature.

DON’T FORGET YOUR DUES FOR 2017-18 ARE STILL ONLY $10.00. DUE NOW.

