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EVERYONE INVITED

THE TREASURY NEEDS YOU

CROESO

To keep our treasury solvent, there are three
ways to help your society.

Regular meetings of the St. David’s Welsh Society of the Suncoast are now held at noon on the
third Tuesday of the month from October to
April at St. Dunstan’s Anglican Church. A potluck luncheon and program entertain all persons
with an interest in celebrating Welsh heritage.
We have great fun so bring a friend to socialize.
(They do not even have to be Welsh to be welcome.) This will be the 76th year of the existence of the St. David’s Welsh Society of the
Suncoast. Not many can equal that record
Directions: Turn east off Indian Rocks Road onto Dryer Ave. (2 blocks north of Largo Indian
Rocks Medical Center). Go 2 blocks then turn
north on Pine St. Go one block to Sunny Breeze
Ave. Church will be in front of you. We look forward to seeing you there.
P.S. Do not confuse with another St. Dunstan’s
Episcopal Church located elsewhere in Largo.

HAPPY NEW YEAR
Blwyddyn Newydd Dda! Come help welcome
2018 at our next meeting—January 17. Usual
time, usual place.

(1) Your can pay your dues on time.
(2) You can read your newsletter in glorious
color online.
(3) You can donate to the publication and
mailing of the newsletter sent to those unable
to receive it online. This newsletter is sponsored by Don and Jan Briggs.

WELSH NEW YEAR’S TRADITIONS
First footing – A man with dark-hair walking
into the house is considered lucky. Just before
midnight on New Year’s Eve, the man leaves
the house by the back door and on the strike of
midnight, he knocks on the front door to give
silver for wealth salt for seasoning, bread for
sustenance, coal for warmth and a match for
kindling.
Never Lend Anything on New Year’s Day –
Another Welsh tradition to be observed on New
Year’s Eve in Welsh.
Mari Lwyd, the Grey Mare – People go to
their neighbors’ houses and abuse and ridicule
them. They are reciprocated in the same way
by the host. After the friendly banter gets over,
the host invites the visitors for drinks and refreshment.
Calennig - small parties of boys would receive
the, calennig – small copper coins, as they carry twigs of evergreen plants and cups or jugs of
water and use the twigs to splash water at people.

LOVE YOUR WELSH SOCIETY
Remember to bring your dues to the next meeting. Our year begins in October. New updated
directories are available to dues paying members.

TRIVIA QUESTION: What is the link between
American whiskey production and Wales?

AROUND THE MEMBERSHIP
Todd Roberts is getting around again after
back surgery and a heart attack this summer
while visiting in Ohio.
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Nancy Mellican
Vickie Anderson
Roger Hughes

Even though they did not make it to the December meeting, Jan and Don Briggs are doing
fine.

Sandra Mallozzi

Having moved to another room, Gwen Krause
has a new phone number (856-286-1605). She
would love to hear from any of her old Welsh
Society friends.
Pam Lewis went back to London and Wales in
December for a much needed holiday.

February 25, 1961

Pat and Rhiannon Hardy
DIRECTORY ADDITIONS
New members:
FELL, Bill and Meryl
941-922-0276
2927 May Flower Street 941-914-6665 (Bill)
Sarasota FL 34231
941-914-2914 (Meryl)
merylfell@hotmail.com
williamfell@hotmail.com
LARUCCIA, Tina
725-266-4299
1501 Gulf Blvd #602
Clearwater, FL
or
15 Courtsfied Crescent
Toronto, Ont. Canada
thannay@sympatico.ca

GIRALDI, Barbara
bgiraldi@tampabay.rr.com
HUGHES, Roger and Lynne
roger.hughes42@gmail.com
nannylynne18@gmail.com
WHITAKER, Wendy
hrhwjw2@gmail.com
LEWIS, Pam
KRAUSE, Gwen

813-770-2105
856-286-1605

If you have any news for this column please let Nancy
Mellican know. (727-726-3125) She can only print what
is reported to her. Thank you

WE ARE INVITED
I
Our Friends in Sarasota invite you to their
"Gymanfa Ganu", a guided singing of Welsh
hymns and songs both in English and in Welsh,
at 11 a.m. Saturday, January 20, followed by
their 2018 Annual Meeting luncheon at 1
p.m. All are welcome! Be sure to make your
lunch reservation before January 17. You will
also see their calendar of coming events for
winter and spring and some photos from recent
activities. For more information call Amy Fer-

rell at 941-349-6069

ANSWER TO TRIVIA QUESTION:
The Jack Daniels distillery was started around 1829 by Cardiganshire
emigrants using local recipes. A descendant, Lem Morror, still controls
the company. Southern Comfort is
based on an old Welsh liqueur. The
first whiskey distillery in the USA was that of
Evan Williams from Dale. It was set up in Bardstown, KY (named after the origin of Welsh whiskey production, Bardsley Island) in 1740 and still
sells 2 million cases a year.

Nos Galan: Sports stars unveiled as race's mystery runners

Former world champion boxer Nathan Cleverly and ex-Wales rugby captain Colin Charvis were the
mystery runners at an annual New Year's Eve race.
Hundreds of people took part in the 59th Nos Galan event in Mountain Ash, Rhondda Cynon Taff.
It is run in memory of legendary runner Guto Nyth Bran and each year a well known sports person
is revealed as the event's mystery runner.
Wales manager Chris Coleman took part last year.
Rugby legend Shane Williams, Olympic sprint champion Linford Christie and Olympic gold medal
winning cyclist Nicole Cooke were also previous celebrity guests.
Two-time light-heavyweight world champion Cleverly and Charvis, a British and Irish Lions international, attended a memorial service at St Gwynno's Church on Sunday afternoon and laid a wreath
at the grave of Bran, who died in 1737.
They were in Mountain Ash to light a beacon on Sunday evening. The main 'elite' race was run
across a 3.1 mile (5km) course around the town, while there was also a series of fun runs for children and adults throughout the evening.
The race was founded in 1958 by Bernard Baldwin, who died aged 91 in
January.
Bbc online

Griffith Morgan (1700–1737), who was known better by his Welsh name Guto Nyth Brân
(Nyth Brân (English: Crow's Nest) being the name of his parents' farm near Porth, and Guto
being a diminutive of Griffith), was an athlete. Many of Guto's running feats have since become merged with legend, and were disseminated by poets and authors such as I. D. Hooson,
who wrote the ballad Guto Nyth Brân. Much of what is known of Guto was recorded by William Thomas (Glanffrwd) in his 1888 book Plwy Llanwynno (Llanwynno Parish). This statue of
Guto Nyth Bran if in Oxford Street, Mountain Ash, Wales.
wikipedia

Lollipop lady Eirwen retires after 40 years helping children get to school
A devoted lollipop lady has shared her memories after
40 years helping a community get to school. Grandmother-of-four Eirwen Selkirk has hung up her coat for
the last time following the closure of Abertysswg Primary School on DecembEirwen, who is now 76, first
applied for the job at the Rhymney Valley school in
1977. Since then she has climbed nearly 50 steps to
the school eight times a day,
taking only one half
day off during her wide-spanning career.
She said: “I live really close to the school - it’s just up
the back lane but there’s 47 steps I have to climb eight
times a day . “It grew harder and harder but it kept me
fit.”
Working during the school lunch break as well as before and after school, over the years Eirwen has
learnt to fit her daily routines around her duties. She said: “Everything had to be done around it. If I
go to the doctors I would say who I am and they would fit me in. It’s the same with the hairdressers.
“This year I had to have a hospital appointment and it was the only time I’ve had to have a half day
off.”
As well as seeing her three children and four grandchildren safely to school, the lollypop lady has also become a familiar face to parents around the community. Eirwen said: “They start at three years
old at the primary and go to comp and you still have them talking to me. “A lot of them have got married and had children and now they are in school. “There’s a lot of secrets they used to tell me, it
was lovely.”
The lollipop lady has also become known for her bright yellow hat and coat decorated with hundreds
of badges. She said: “I started off with a few charity badges. “Then if the children went abroad they
would get one for me - I’ve got some from Spain, America, Hong Kong. “I used to get them if they
went on school trips, especially Alton Towers. Even delivery drivers would get me one or two. “My
coat was plastered. I couldn’t get any more on so they went on my hat. Now they’re all on a pin
board.” She added: “One year there was an advert on the TV for Quality Street at Christmas. “All
the children must have gone home and seen it, I had no end of Quality Street.”
Over the last 40 years one of the highlights for Eirwen was being nominated for the lollipop lady of
the year competition in 1985. After being nominated by pupils at the school she attended a test day
in London showing children across a busy city road, followed by an interview with a panel of judges.
Other days stick in mind for less positive reasons. Eirwen said: “The wind and the rain was the
worst. “I used to sit on the other side of the road and an old chap would get me a cup of tea and ask
if I wanted a drop of whisky in it to keep me warm. “One morning towards the end of the summer we
had a down pour and I only had my summer coat on. I was drenched - it wasn’t cold but the rain was
bouncing off the road.”
On her last day Eirwen was presented with flowers from the school as well as chocolate and cards
from pupils. She said: “It was very very emotional, even the children were crying.”
Wales Online

PICTURE PAGES
Next meeting on Tuesday January 17 at St. Dunstan’s Anglican Church
Smiling as usual Kelfryn
James arrives with his
contribution to the buffet
table.

Even our guest enjoyed the holiday
meal.

Decorated for the season, the buffet table was
loaded with ham and all
the appropriate goodies
to go along.

Once again the
Tarpon Singers
enthusiastically
presented a fun
Christmas program to remember with Christmas carols,
seasonal songs,
readings, and
even jingle bells
for accompaniment.

Jean James leads the laughter at the Christmas parody
sung by the Tarpon Singers.

Ron Ayles entertained
with a lovely rendition of
We’ll Keep a Welcome in
the Hills.

Todd Roberts stands for the
singing of the national anthems.
A true musical Welshman, he is
a member of a barbershop
group in Sarasota.

Cathy’s friend Sally
turns photographer to
remember the good
time with the Welsh
Society.
Meg Zeigler and
Matt Hall enjoy
the program,

Ron and
Cyndy Arles
enjoy a cup of
tea before the
sumptuous
meal to
come..
President Matt Hall checks his
notes before the meeting.
Mary Hughes enjoys the
entertaining Tarpon Singers.

DON’T FORGET YOUR DUES FOR 2017-18
STILL ONLY $10.00. DUE NOW.

Next meeting January 17

Wendy Whitaker (above) and Cathy
Reid with her friend Sally (right) sing
the national anthems—for America,
Canada, and Wales.

