St. David’s Welsh Society of the Suncoast
OCTOBER 2017
welshsocietyofthesuncoast.org
Nancy Mellican, editor
EVERYONE INVITED
CROESO
Regular meetings of the St. David’s Welsh Society of the Suncoast are now held at noon on the
third Tuesday of the month from October to
April at St. Dunstan’s Anglican Church. A potluck luncheon and program entertain all persons
with an interest in celebrating Welsh heritage.
We have great fun so bring a friend to socialize.
(They do not even have to be Welsh to be welcome.) This will be the 76th year of The existence of the St. David’s Welsh Society of the
Suncoast. Not many can equal that record

SUMMER SATURDAYS
PROVE POPULAR
Moving our meetings to Saturday proved to be
very popular. We enjoyed a different restaurant every month and no members had to
cook. The venues, featuring pizza to pasties,
welcomed the group with all kinds of special
attention. The Safety Harbor Spa even printed a special menu complete with Welsh flags
just for us. Thanks to Barbara Giraldi for arranging the locations.
It was hoped that there could be a few Saturday meetings this winter, but the church could
not guarantee those days.

NEXT MEETING

OUR MEETINGS HAVE MOVED
This year we have a new location for our monthly meetings—same time, different place. From
October to April we will gather for our potluck
social in

St. Dunstan’s Anglican Church
2790 Sunny Breeze Ave.
Largo, FL 33770
Directions: Turn east off Indian Rocks Road onto Dryer Ave. (2 blocks north of Largo Indian
Rocks Medical Center). Go 2 blocks then turn
north on Pine St. Go one block to Sunny Breeze
Ave. Church will be in front of you. We look forward to seeing you there.
P.S. Do not confuse with another St. Dunstan’s
Episcopal Church located elsewhere in Largo.

Our next meeting will be Tuesday, October
17, at our new location St Dunstan's Anglican
Church. There will be an election of officers
as well as an entertaining program. Come
and compare Irma stories with your Welsh
friends.

NEWSLETTER ONLINE
For some time now our monthly newsletter
has been online. If you would like to save us
money and receive email notifications of new
postings of the online publication please send
your email address to Nancy Mellican at pmellican@tampabay.rr.com. Anytime you wish to
check
out
our
website,
go
to
www.welshsocietyofthesuncoast.org. We
have visitors from all over the
world.
TRIVIA QUESTION: Where
is the oldest narrow gauge
railway in the world?

AROUND THE MEMBERSHIP

October
18
29
31

Lynne Hughes
Clark Parry
J. Richard Owens

November
10
13
18

Cynthia Roberts
Connie Osmulski
Beth Smidt

Danny and Wendy Kearns report they have
sold their condo on St. Pete Beach so they will
not be able to be down as often or for as long
as before. It has been a very happy 21 years
but the bonus is that they will have more time
with their 10 year old grandson Hayden.
On an extended trip to Ohio Roger and Lynne
Hughes enjoyed visiting grandchildren this
summer.
Jan and Don Briggs were blessed this summer with visits from daughter Sarah and Jan’s
nephew Richard.
On a Road Scholar trip to Kentucky in August,
Nancy and Paul Mellican were awe struck by
the total eclipse.

November
13
28

Roger and Lynne Hughes
J. Richard and Sue Owens

CRIMINAL’S REMORSE
An anonymous Australian tourist mailed back a
small stone he lifted from the Cwmhir Abbey in
Wales, a Cistercian monastery founded in 1176.
The thief included a note explaining his remorse.
“I have been an avid follower of the Welsh kings
and their history, and so I took
this rock. Ever since, I have had
the most awful luck as if Llewellyn (sic) himself was angry with
me.” Llywelyn ap Gruffedd, the
last native prince of Wales, was
beheaded and buried at the abbey in 1282, and legend has it
his ghost haunts the Welsh abbey. The trust that manages the
abbey put both the returned stone and the note
on display, presumably to deter future stickyfingered visitors.

DUES
Remember to bring your dues to the next meeting. Our year begins in October. New directories
are available to dues paying members.

Unfortunately, the September dinner social had
to be canceled because of Hurricane Irma.
If you have any news for this column please let Nancy
Mellican know. (727-726-3125) She can only print what
is reported to her. Thank you

NEWSLETTER SPONSORS
It still costs a great deal to publish and mail
this newsletter—much more than our meager dues can cover. Sharing news from
our friends is one of the ways we keep in
touch with our Welsh friends. Again this
year we are soliciting donations to cover the
costs. Large or small donations are appreciated. We appreciate everyone who contributes to keeping this newsletter going. This
newsletter is sponsored by our most loyal
contributors, Jan and Don Briggs. Many
thanks!

ANSWER TO TRIVIA QUESTION: The Ffestiniog railway, running from Parthmadog to
Blaenau Ffestiniog, on a 23.5 inch gauge is the
oldest narrow gauge railway in the world.

The life of Taliesin the bard
Taliesin is believed to have lived between 534 and 599. He was chief bard in the courts of at least three kings of
Britain, and is associated with the Book of Taliesin, a text from the 10th century containing his poems.
The life of Taliesin was mythologised in the mid 16th century by Elis Gruffydd, whose account drew from Celtic folklore and existing oral tradition.
According to this mythologised version, the bard begins life as Gwion Bach, a servant boy on the shores of Bala
Lake, where the giant Tegid Foel and his witch wife Ceridwen live.
Tegid and Ceridwen also have a beautiful daughter, Crearwy, and a son, Morfran, who is so ugly and stupid no magic can cure him.
Ceridwen brews a potion to make him handsome and wise, and Gwion Bach is given the job of stirring it in a cauldron over a fire for a year and a day. A blind man, Morda, tends the fire beneath.
According to the legend, the first three drops of the liquid give wisdom; the rest are poisonous. As Gwion stirs the
concoction, three drops fall onto him. He instinctively puts his hand to his mouth to stop the burning, instantly gaining great knowledge and wisdom.
Frightened of Ceridwen's reaction, Gwion flees. The potion has given him the ability to change shape, and he turns
himself into a rabbit. Ceridwen in turn becomes a dog.
Gwion assumes the shape of a fish and jumps into a river; his mother becomes an otter. Gwion turns into a bird; she
becomes a hawk and continues her chase. Finally Gwion becomes a single grain of corn. Ceridwen, assuming the
form of a hen, eats him.
After Ceridwen resumes her old shape she finds she is pregnant. She instinctively knows it is Gwion. After the birth,
although she has plans to kill him, the child is so beautiful she is unable to. Instead she casts him into the ocean in a
large leather bag.
The baby is discovered by Elffin, son of Gwyddno Garanhir and the unluckiest prince in Wales' history. Elffin (or
Elphin) is given a large estate in his father's kingdom in Mid Wales to rule over, yet almost immediately the sea
breaks through the defensive dams and the estate is lost to the sea.
Gwyddno presents his son with the annual salmon catch of the Dovey River in compensation. But when the river
keeper draws in his nets there is not a single fish in them - just a large leather bag.
Inside the bag is the reborn Gwion Fach. When Elffin sets eyes on him he is so shocked by the whiteness of the
boy's brow he cries out 'tal iesin', meaning 'how radiant his brow is'.
As he rides home with the boy on his horse, the child begins first to speak, then to recite poetry. The poem he
recites tells Elffin that Taliesin has been sent to guide him, that he's not only a great poet but also a prophet, and
that by using his gifts all Elffin's enemies will be defeated.
Elffin's luck changes thereafter and he prospers in all he does. Taliesin becomes the most famous bard in Britain,
foretelling the death of the evil king Maelgwyn Gwynedd at the hands of a 'yellow beast'. Through his poetry he
inspires the Celtic warriors of Britain in their struggle against the Saxon invaders.
Towards the end of his life Taliesin makes a famous prophecy about the fate of the British, which has had tremendous significance in contemporary Wales:
Their Lord they shall praise,
Their language they shall keep,
Their land they shall lose Except wild Wales.

FAMILY HISTORY at the NATIONAL LIBRARY OF WALES
By Beryl Evans, Research Services Manager, National Library of Wales
The National Library of Wales is a majestic building overlooking the
town of Aberystwyth and considered to be one of the great libraries of
the world and also the premier centre for family history research in
Wales.
The Library gives access to a vast number of records pertaining to the
family history research—parish records, census return, probate records, maps and newspapers to mention just a few.
Before commencing on your journey to discover your family history,
some homework will need to be done, starting with yourself. Gather together as much information
as possible about your family members and work backwards from generation to generation, talk to
friends and family, search for evidence to corroborate information —certificates, photographs, letters, newspapers cuttings, etc.
Once this information have been arranged in order, you can then consider contacting or visiting the
National Library Check the website www.llgc.org.uk/visitus for information on opening times, obtaining a reader’s ticket and facilities available. Search the catalogue for any documents that you
may wish to consult during your visit: www.discover.library.wales.
The Library can offer free access to Findmypast.co.uk and Ancestry.co.uk within the library building, two of the leading commercial companies that offer online access to a vast collection of family
history material,including Welsh census returns and parish registers. Access to parish registers is
also available on microfilm in the reading roon along with original Bishop’s transcripts, nonconformist records, estate records, maps, pictures and photographs from all over Wales.
Welsh Newspapers online gives free access to digital images of the papers up to 1910
www.newspapers.library.wales whilst probate records before 1858 can be searched and viewed,
again for free at www.llgc.org.uk/index.php?id=6838.

Remember the next
meeting is TUESDAY,
October 17, at St. Dunstan’s Anglican Church
in Largo.

DON’T FORGET YOUR DUES FOR 2017-18 ARE STILL ONLY $10.00. DUE NOW.

PICTURE PAGES
Next meeting on Tuesday October 17 at St. Dunstan’s Anglican Church

DUES ARE now DUE.

It was a hungry crowd that gathered
at the Safety Harbor Spa.

Don Briggs likes what he
sees on the menu.

Jan Briggs and daughter Sarah enjoy
a fun together time at lunch.

Barbara Giraldi worked
hard to ensure the success
of the Saturday luncheons.

Ron Astle led the singing,
much to the enjoyment of
other guests at the Safety
Harbor Spa Restaurant.

Clark Parry and wife Cindy are happy
they could make a Saturday meeting

Paul Mellican
always finds
something
good on every
menu.

Connie Osmulski and Kelfryn James hold a
lively discussion before their meal.

Roger Hughes takes a
sip of liquid refreshment while studying
the menu.

Wendy Whitaker looks forward to checking out our new
meeting place.
Matt Hall looks forward
to a delicious meal.

How nice to have
friends and family join
us for lunch.

