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CROESO

It still costs a great deal to
publish and mail this newsletter—much more than our
meager
dues can cover.
Sharing news from our friends
is one of the ways we keep in touch with our
Welsh friends. Again this year we are soliciting
donations to cover the costs. Large or small
donations are appreciated. This month’s newsletter is sponsored by Jan and Don Briggs. We
appreciate everyone who contributes to keeping
this newsletter going.

Regular meetings of the St. David’s Welsh Society of the Suncoast are held at noon on the third
Tuesday of the month from October to April
at the Lake Seminole Presbyterian Church,
8600 113th Street N, Seminole Florida (right on
the corner).
A potluck luncheon and program entertain all
persons with an interest in celebrating Welsh
heritage. We have great fun so bring a friend to
socialize. (They do not even have to be Welsh
We have enough money to finish this series of
to be welcome.)
newsletters. Now is the time to start thinking of
donating for next year. You can also save us
money by signing up for this newsletter at our
online web site. Call Nancy if interested.

THE COAT OF ARMS OF WALES
SUMMER LUNCHEONS BEGIN
As has been our tradition for several years, beginning in May we switch to Dutch treat luncheons in area restaurants. We will continue to
meet at noon for an hour or two of camaraderie.
There will be a calling committee to remind you
of the location and to obtain a count of attendees
for the restaurant.

The Coat of Arms of the Principality of Wales
which are the historic arms of the Kingdom of
Gwynedd are used by Charles, Prince of
Wales, in his personal standard. They are also
the basis for the Royal Badge of Wales issued
in 2008 for the use of the National Assembly
for Wales.

May 17—Kally K’s—Dunedin
June

21—Olive
Garden—Clearwater(same
shopping center as tax collector)

July 19—Red Lobster—Clearwater (same shop
ping center as Toys ‘R Us)
August 16—Kally K’s—Dunedin
The last summer meeting will be
a dinner at 5:00pm
September 20—Alfanos—Clearwater-Largo Rd.,
Clearwater

TRIVIA QUESTION: People in which country call Wales “the Land of Gentle Folk”?

CELEBRATIONS
May Birthday
19

Mavis Lamont

June Birthdays
8
11

Betty Walker
Shirley Lewis

July Birthdays
3
13
13
15
23
23
30

Mark Taber
Kelfryn James
Tegwyth Alderson-Taber
Todd Roberts
Helen Jones
Wendy Whitaker
Vera Ruben

AROUND THE MEMBERSHIP
On April 23 there was a charming memorial service led by her two sons at Serenity Gardens in
Largo for Rhiannon Merrion . There were several
Welsh flag bearing members of our society there
who shared fond reminiscences of Rhiannon.
Pastor Bob asked that his brother in Michigan
who recently broke his neck be remembered in
your prayers.
Following a recent car accident Roger and Lynne
Hughes, thankfully not seriously hurt, are recovering.
If you have any news to share, please contact
Nancy. She can only report what she is told.

August Birthdays
7
16
21

Cindy Durkee
Dave Thomas
Cathy Reed

September Birthdays
5
12
25

Pamela Lewis
Jean James
Wendy Kearns

October Birthdays
4
18
29
31

Pete Spaulding
Lynne Hughes
Clark Parry
J. Richard Owens

OFFICERS REELECTED
In a short business meeting, the following officers
agreed to serve another term for the upcoming
year. Our thanks to all who volunteer their time
and talents. If you would like to help, please call
Matt.
President —Matt Hall
Secretary—Connie Osmulski
Treasurer—Roger Hughes
1st Vice President—Nancy Mellican
Committees
Programs—Executive Board
Membership/Directory—Nancy Mellican
Sunshine—Mary Hughes
Marshall—Ray Denman

June Anniversaries
12
15

Newsletter—Nancy Mellican

Paul and Nancy Mellican
Gareth and Donna Williams

August Anniveraries
10
11
14

Mark and Kristy Alderson-Taber
Andy and Vickie Anderson
Don and Jan Briggs (50 yrs)

ANSWER TO TRIVIA QUESTION:
People in Japan refer to Wales as
the “Land of Gentle Folk”.

Excavation at Whitesands Bay after 50 skeletons found

Archaeologists hope to find out more about people living in Wales 1,000 years ago as they excavate an
early medieval chapel on a beach.
Almost 50 skeletons dating to the 7th and 11th centuries have already been uncovered during two previous digs
at St Patrick's Chapel in Pembrokeshire.
Dyfed Archaeological Trust will carry out a final excavation of the site in the dunes at Whitesands Bay, St Davids,
from 9 to 27 May. It will also be offering free tours.
Many of the skeletons found were in 'cist' graves - long graves lined with stone slabs. Child graves were also
found, decorated with layers of quartz pebbles and limpet shells.
Ken Murphy, of Dyfed Archaeological Trust, said bone preservation in the first two digs had been very good.
He also said a stone cross was found standing at the end of one of the graves - the first time in Britain that an
upright stone cross had been found in association with a long cist grave.
"Bone analysis by the University of Sheffield will provide information on the diet of the people who are buried at
St Patrick's Chapel, and even on where they were born," he added. "The results of the excavation will greatly
advance our knowledge of the lives and the beliefs of the people who lived in Wales
over 1,000 years ago."
The chapel, from where St Patrick is said to have set sail for Ireland in the 5th century AD, was a ruin over 400 years ago. But its location has never been forgotten and
graves with human remains have regularly been exposed by storms.
The Pembrokeshire Coast National Park Authority placed boulders against the site of
the chapel to halt erosion 12 years ago, but they were washed away in the winter
storms of 2014, exposing more burials. "So we then decided to excavate the parts
of the site most vulnerable to erosion and the aim of these digs is to ensure no more
archaeology will be at risk for the next 50 years," added Phil Bennett, the park authority's culture and heritage manager.
Bbc news

This sheepdog managed to make its own
way back to Wales...from its new home
in Cumbria
It’s a 240-mile journey but this sheepdog managed to make its way back to
Wales - from its new home in Cumbria.

Pero, a four-year-old working sheepdog, escaped from Cockermouth on April
8 only to reappear on the doorstep of Alan and Shan James’ Farm near Aberystwyth a fortnight later. Father-of-five Alan, 54, said: “It was amazing but
we have no idea how he did it. He must have a Sat-Nav in his brain.”
Pero is one of 15 sheepdogs on the family farm - but was given as a trial to another farm in Cumbria to see how it worked out. But the homesick pooch ran off from his new home in Cockermouth
while out herding sheep.
In a real-life “Lassie Come Home” adventure, Pero used his apparent homing instinct to navigate
his way back to Wales - a journey which took 12 days at an average of 20 miles a day Alan said:
“A sheepdog can go all day and cover a lot of ground. But it is a mystery how he found his way
here. We don’t know how he was fed or if he hitched a lift. But it was incredible when he turned up
on a doorstep. We would love to solve the mystery of how he managed it.”
Wife Shan, 47, also said they were so taken aback by Pero’s loyalty they’ve decided to welcome
him back home for good. “We have a lot of dogs and a friend knew the farmer in Cockermouth was
looking for a dog that could round sheep and follow a quad bike. We thought Pero would be ideal
for the job. We let him go on a trial at the beginning of March. We were then told that Pero had disappeared on April 8, and was nowhere to be seen.”
“But then last Wednesday evening my husband Alan went out to check on the
animals after supper and there was Pero at our doorstep. It was a bit of a
shock, and the dog was going crazy after seeing Alan.”.
“It’s a total mystery as to how Pero has managed to find his way back to us.
We know that dogs can find their way home, but 240 miles is a long way to
travel.” .She said: “He was very excited to be back both with the family and
the other dogs.”
Now the family wish to find out if anybody has had an unfamiliar black and
white sheepdog calling around looking for food at any time over the last two
weeks. Mrs. James said: “When he came back, he wasn’t hungry or weak, so
he must have managed to find food somewhere. He must have stopped in
places along the way. We would love to know if anyone along the route had
seen a mystery black and white sheepdog. It is an amazing adventure - and
we are very happy to have him home with us on the farm.”
Wales Online

PICTURE PAGES

Wendy Whitaker enjoys her dessert cupcake.

Kelfryn James fills his luncheon plate from the bountiful
buffet table.

Good to have Janet Mulligan back to
preside over the kitchen.

Matt Hall is happy to serve another term as president.

Vera Ruben and Pastor Bob confer
before the meeting.

Roger Hughes
listens attentively to the
program.

Cathy Reed presented a fascinating program on
her search for her Welsh ancestors last summer
in Wales.

Owen Hughes is here visiting his
grandmother Mary again this
year.

Cynthia Roberts gives a
smile for the
camera.

Roger Hughes’ son Owen
joins his father in his interest in Welsh ancestry.
Ray Denman
is caught in an
unusual pensive mood as
he contemplates his return to New
Jersey for the
summer.

