St. David’s Welsh Society of the Suncoast
DECEMBER 2016
welshsocietyofthesuncoast.org
Nancy Mellican, editor
EVERYONE INVITED
CROESO
Regular meetings of the St. David’s Welsh Society of the Suncoast are held at noon on the third
Tuesday of the month. From October to April
at the Lake Seminole Presbyterian Church, 8600
113th Street N, Seminole Florida (right on the
corner).
A potluck luncheon and program entertain all
persons with an interest in celebrating Welsh
heritage. We have great fun so bring a friend to
socialize. (They do not even have to be Welsh
to be welcome.)

NEWSLETTER SPONSORS
It still costs a great deal to publish and mail
this newsletter—much more than our meager
dues can cover. Sharing news from our
friends is one of the ways we keep in touch
with our Welsh friends. Again this year we are
soliciting donations to cover the costs. Large
or small donations are appreciated. This
month's newsletter is sponsored by Kristy Alderson, Mark taber, and their daughter
Tegwyth in loving memory of Gwenny Myfanwy Parry Alderson ad John Lesler Alderson. We appreciate everyone who contributes
to keeping this newsletter going

TRIVIA QUESTION: Why was it a tradition to

decorate Welsh homes for Christmas with holly
and mistletoe?

DUES COMING IN SLOWLY
So far only 24 people have paid their dues for
this year (2016-2017). When the cost to rent
the hall from the church is $700.00 per year,
the club cannot long continue at this rate. We
are already eating into our savings, which
won’t last long. Our dues are still a bargain at
only $10.00 per person per year. With the
new social year starting, it is time to send in
your money. In return you will receive a new
membership directory and our monthly newsletters to keep you informed of Welsh news.
If you cannot attend the next meeting, send
your dues to
Nancy Mellican
6 Fernery Lane
Safety Harbor, FL 34695
Our treasurer thanks you!

Remember this month our
meeting is on the second Tuesday, December 13. The Tarpon
Singers will be our guests and
we look forward to hearing a
most entertaining program.
Who knows who they will bring
along this year to sing a few
songs.
Before the program we will have our usual
potluck with ham and scalloped potatoes provided. Just be sure to include about a dozen
guests in your food planning.

AROUND THE MEMBERSHIP
There were only 9 people at the last meeting so not
much news to report.
Suzanne Seibert reports that her mother Gwen
Krause is doing OK in spite of the fact that she
has lost almost all her vision. She still has a good
spirit and very fond memories of welsh Club. Suzanne reads the newsletter to her mother. Gwen
sends her greetings to all.
If you have any news to share, please contact Nancy. She can only report what she is told.
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Raymond Denman
Donna Williams
Kristy Alderson
Barbara Giraldi
Patrick Hardy
Norma Parry
Matt Hall
ANNIVERSARIES
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Kelfryn and Jean James
Clark and Cindy Durkee Parry

BARA BRITH
"A sweet, yeast-less Welsh bread studded with dried fruit. I
generally soak my raisins in Irish breakfast tea, but feel
free to experiment with flavors."

Ingredients
 1 cup hot brewed tea
 3/4 cup dried currants
 3/4 cup golden raisins
 3/4 cup demerara sugar
 1 1/4 cups self-rising flour
1 egg, beaten
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5
21
25
30

Directions
1. Pour hot tea over currants and raisins in a
bowl; soak 8 hours to overnight.
2. Preheat oven to 350 degrees F (175 degrees C).
3. Grease a sheet of parchment paper and
use it to line a 2-pound loaf pan.
4. Stir demerara sugar into tea and fruit mixture until dissolved completely.
5. Mix flour and egg into the tea and fruit mixture until completely integrated into a batter.
6. Spread batter evenly into the prepared
bread pan.
Bake in preheated oven until golden-brown,
about 40 minutes. Cool in the bread pan 5
minutes before transferring to a rack to cool
completely.
All recipes.com

Nancy Mellican
Marjorie Rubart
Vickie Anderson
Roger Hughes

ANSWER TO TRIVIA QUESTION: In Wales the
tradition before Christmas was to decorate homes
with fresh mistletoe and holly; mistletoe to protect
the home from evil and holly as a symbol of eternal life.

Cardiff council apologizes for saying its 40ft Christmas
tree would be 40m tall
'We are cutting the person responsible down to size'
Cardiff council has apologised to anyone disappointed its new plastic Christmas tree is less than
one third of the height it had promised. The city was left the butt of more than a few jokes on Friday
night when it unveiled the tree outside Cardiff Castle – only to be forced to admit it was only 40ft tall
not the 40m (131ft) it had promised. The tree, which cost £30,000 to hire from UK-based company
MK Illuminations for three years, has been shipped over from China.
A council spokeswoman confirmed the tree was 40ft tall not the 40m that had been advertised.
“The person who told us the tree was 40m high has since revealed he believes he is 18ft tall,” she
said. “Had the tree been 131ft tall, it would have made it taller than Rio’s statue of Christ the Redeemer and twice the height of the Angel of the North.
The much-awaited artificial, and perfectly conical, tree was unveiled already covered in golden baubles on Friday night in front of Cardiff Castle. But people were surprised to see it hardly towered
above the castle walls and reached nowhere near the castle’s 40m-high clock tower. And when we
went out with a measuring app, it told us the tree was well short of the 40m originally expected.
“We apologise to everyone who was expecting a bigger tree and are cutting the person responsible
down to size.”

The reaction to the tree was
mixed.

Matt Baldwin wrote: “Big difference
between 40m and 40ft. Cardiff
council couldn’t organize a piss up
in a brewery!”
Phillip Jenkins
wrote on our Facebook page:
“Looks terrible and cheap, a real
tree would have been much better,
as long as they learnt how to hang
the lights on it, not just lob them on
like previous years.
“It really
shouldn’t be this difficult to get a
nice, reasonably priced tree. “In
this case it would have been better
without one like this monstrosity.
The base looks terrible and far too big. What a waste of money.”
Deb Walker wrote: “How many
warm meals, hats gloves and scarfs would that buy for people on the streets. Its disgusting that
they can pay that for a bauble tree.”
Liz Perrott said: “Why buy a tree from China, when there
are plenty of European ones. The Trafalgar Square tree is a Norway Pine, we have big enough
trees in the forestries in Wales too.”
Aaron Kinsella: “Think of the amount of burnt fossil fuels
and pollution just getting it to this country absolutely appalling local tree businesses would of been
able to sort a decent looking tree out
Cardiff council says the tree will save the tax payer £5,000 a year compared to previous “tree installations”.
BBC online

The Last Invasion of Britain
The annals of history record the name of Hastings
as the site of the last invasion of mainland Britain
by Norman forces in 1066. True, this was the last
successful invasion. However, little is reported
about the French invasion of Fishguard, which
took place in southwest Wales in 1797, nor of the
brave resistance offered by Jemima Nicholas, also known as "Jemima Fawr" (Jemima the Great), who single-handedly captured twelve of the invading soldiers.
In 1797, Napoleon Bonaparte was busy conquering in central Europe. In his absence the newly formed
French revolutionary government, the Directory, appears to have devised a 'cunning plan' that involved the
poor country folk of Britain rallying to the support of their French liberators. Obviously the Directory had recently taken delivery of some newly liberated Brandy!
The French invasion force comprising some 1400 troops set sail from Camaret on February 18th, 1797. The
man entrusted by the Directory to implement their 'cunning plan' was an Irish-American septuagenarian,
Colonel William Tate. As Napoleon had apparently reserved the cream of the Republican army for duties
elsewhere in Europe, Colonel Tate's force comprised a ragtag collection of soldiers including many newly released jailbirds. Tate's orders were to land near Bristol, England's second largest city and destroy it, then to
cross over into Wales and march north onto Chester and Liverpool. From the outset however all did not proceed as detailed in the 'cunning plan'. Wind conditions made it impossible for the four French warships to
land anywhere near Bristol, so Tate moved to 'cunning plan' B, and set a course for Cardigan Bay in southwest Wales.
On Wednesday February 22nd, the French warships sailed into Fishguard Bay to be greeted by can non fire
from the local fort. Unbeknown to the French, the cannon was being fired as an alarm to the local townsfolk.
Nervously the ships withdrew and sailed on until they reached a small sandy beach near the village of
Llanwnda. Men, arms and gunpowder were unloaded and by 2 am on the morning of Thursday February
23rd, the last invasion of Britain was completed. The ships returned to France with a special dispatch being
sent to the Directory in Paris informing them of the successful landing.
Upon landing, the French invasion force appear to have run out of enthusiasm for the 'cunning plan'. Perhaps
as a result of years of prison rations, they seem to have been more interested in the rich food and wine the
locals had recently removed from a grounded Portuguese ship. After a looting
spree, many of the invaders were too drunk to fight and within two days, the invasion had collapsed: Tate's force surrendered to a local militia force led by Lord
Cawdor on February 25th 1797.
Strange that the surrender agreement drawn up by Tate's officers referred to the
British coming at them "with troops of the line to the number of several thousand." No such troops were anywhere near Fishguard, however hundreds, perhaps thousands of local Welsh women dressed in
their traditional scarlet tunics and tall black felt hats had come to witness any
fighting between the French and the local men of the militia. Is it possible that at
a distance, and after a glass or two, those women could have been mistaken for
British army Redcoats?
During their two days on British soil the French soldiers must have shaken in
their boots at mention of name of "Jemima Fawr" (Jemima the Great). The 47year-old Jemima Nicholas was the wife of a Fishguard cobbler. When she heard
of the invasion, she marched out to Llanwnda, pitchfork in hand, and rounded up
twelve Frenchmen. She ‘persuaded’ them to accompany her back into town,
where she locked them inside St Mary’s Church and promptly left to look for
some more! Men of Harlech meet your match!
-Historic UK

PICTURE PAGES
Faithful Connie Osmulksi
comes early to set up the
buffet table.

Paster Bob gives Thanks for all
our blessings.

Few members were present at the
November meeting, but many
smiling faces.

A visiting druid aka Matt
Hall worked hard to
teach everyone to sing
the Welsh national anthem phonetically. He
even prepared a
“cheat” sheet (below)
for everyone to follow.

AFTER

BEFORE

Kelfryn James dressed in his fall
colors to add to the ambiance of
the room.

