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EVERYONE INVITED

2015 Calendar

CROESO

Regular Meetings at 12:00 noon
February 17, 2015
April 21, 2015

Regular mee ngs of the St. David’s Welsh Society of
the Suncoast are held at noon on the third Tuesday
of the month. From October to April at the Lake
Seminole Presbyterian Church, 8600 113th Street N,
Seminole Florida (right on the corner).
A potluck luncheon and program entertain all persons with an interest in celebra ng Welsh heritage.
We have great fun so bring a friend to socialize.
(They do not even have to be Welsh to be welcome.)

DID YOU FORGET YOUR DUES?
We have not heard from the following people this
year. Our dues are small but essen al to the con nua on of the Welsh Society of the Suncoast. These
members are missed when we do not know how they
are doing. We hope to hear from you soon.
Bill & Meryl Fell

Amy Ferrill

Trudy Howells

Helen Jones

Kathryn Keller

Meryl Kindle

Shirley Lewis

Rhiannon Merrion

Emyr and Lisa Morris

Clark Parry

Lucinda Durkee

Louise Peck

MaryLynn & Ray Schmidt

Gareth & Susan Thomas

Mark Taber

Kris e Alderson

Gareth & Donna Williams

Be y Walker

You may send your dues and/or news any me to
Nancy Mellican, 6 Fernery Lane, Safety Harbor, FL
34695 and she will send you an updated membership
directory.

St. David’s Day Banquet
Banquet Masters
March 1, 2015 (Sunday)
Social Hour 4:00 pm
Dinner 5:00 pm
Summer Luncheons (various locations)
May 19
June 16
July 21
August 18
Summer Early Bird Dinner
September 15, 2015
5:00 pm

St. D[vi^’s D[y \[nqu_t is
M[r]h 1 this y_[r [t our
n_w lo][tion. pl_[s_ s__
[]]omp[nying m[p.
NEWSLETTER SPONSOR
This newsletter is sponsored by Don and Jan
Briggs. We appreciate everyone who contributes to keeping this newsletter going.

TRIVIA QUESTION: Where and
when was lawn tennis invented?

CELEBRATIONS

THANK YOU

BIRTHDAYS

Treasurer Roger Hughes received a hear elt thank
you from St . David’s Cathedral in Wales for our
recent dona on of $150.00 for their ongoing
restora on project. There has been a church on
the site since the 6th century. For the past 1500
years prayer and worship have been oﬀered to God
on a daily basis which con nues to this day. The
cathedral is the most visited historic site in Wales.
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26

Emyr Morris

March

7

Louise Peck

7

Marion Thomas

9

Pat Williams

19

Donald Briggs

20

John Richard Owens, Jr.

31

Lisa Morris

1

Gwen Giﬃn Carter

2

Gwen Krause

4

Sue Owens

6

Rhianon Hardy

11

Jack Jacobs

14

Mary Hughes

23

Janet Briggs

28

Meg Zeigler

28

Gareth Williams

April

MEMORIES OF WORLD WAR I
Jan Briggs stepped up to the plate with a last
minute program presenta on. Jan’s father, Sgt.
Evelyn David Morris, was in charge of the prisoners
of war in Verdun toward the end of World War I.
She brought two engraved brass shell casings made
by an Austrian prisoner and presented to her father.
The man used a 10 penny nail to engrave an
elaborate design which included the date 1918 and
a list of all the ba les fought by the Royal
Warwickshires, her father’s regiment. When the
family examined the casings many years later, they
found a picture of her father, several postcards sent
to him a er the war, and a n engraved miniature
sword, another piece of prisoner art. In her talk Jan
described her father’s experiences a er enlis ng as
a 16 year old.

PROGRAMS FOR COMING YEAR
ANNIVERSARIES
March

22

Larry and Connie Osmulski

23

Dave and Marion Thomas

R_min^_r: Don’t Forg_t to m[k_
your \[nqu_t r_s_rv[tions!
ANSWER TO TRIVIA QUESTION: Lawn tennis was
invented in 1873 by Major Walter Clopton Wingfield to entertain his guests at a garden party at
Nantchwyd House in Llanelidan Denbighshire.

February—Gareth and Donna Williams:
Report on the 2014 Eisteddfed and
their Danube River tour from Budapest
to Prague.
March— St. David’s Day Banquet
April — Kathy Roberts, pianist will lead group
singing

Thanks to the hard work of Jan and Don Briggs for
securing these programs.

EMAIL RECEIVED FROM WELSH AUTHOR
“My name is Owen Jones and I am a Welsh author
whose books usually have a Welsh flavour.
Behind The Smile - main male character is from
Barry, South Wales
Dead Centre - set largely in South Wales (St. David’s, Cardiﬀ, Barry), but also seven other countries, and the two main characters are Welsh

SILENT AUCTION ITEMS WANTED

The Megan Series – eleven novellas wri en under
the pen name Ceri Carpenter - about the psychic
development of Megan a teenage Welsh girl.

Always a lot of fun, with much spirited bidding, the
annual silent auc on commi ee needs your help. If
you have any items that will add to the compe on,
please bring them to the next mee ng—or even the
night of the banquet. The money raised helps augment our treasury. Above Rhianon Hardy displays
some of the Welsh treasures that can be yours for
the best bid.

And I have nearly finished another called ‘Fate
Twister’ about a boy from mid-Wales.
More details can be found at: h p://
owencerijones.com
There is a form to receive my newsle er on that
site, but it is voluntary, of course.”

St. David’s Day Banquet reservations now being
taken. Be the first to invite your friends to attend.
New date and new place. See you March 1 at new
Banquet Masters location.

.

NEWSLETTER NOW ONLINE
Our newsle er is now online. You can read it anyme at welshsocietyoŌhesuncoast.org. Many thanks
to a tech savvy non-Welsh friend who loads it every
month for us. If this will suﬃce for you and you want
to be removed from the mailing list, please let the
editor know.

Dylan Thomas Manuscript Found
A notebook full of work-in-progress versions of some
of Dylan Thomas's key poems has been rediscovered
more than 70 years a er the poet's mother-in-law
ordered it to be burnt. The book, in Thomas's
cramped, neat handwri ng, includes 19 poems in varying states of comple on, some with large sec ons
scratched out and revised, and oﬀers a valuable insight into his crea ve process.
Hailed as a "terrific discovery" by one leading Thomas expert, the workbook is set to sell at auc on for upwards of £100,000 ($156,430), capping oﬀ the writer's centenary year and tantalizing poetry scholars
around the world.
Thomas, one of the leading poets of the 20th Century, is thought to have discarded the notebook during a
stay at the home of his mother-in-law, Yvonne Macnamara, at some point in the late 1930s. Thomas and
Macnamara did not get on, and he wrote to a friend of his dislike for both her and the place -- Blashford in
Hampshire -- in southern England. "This flat English country levels the intelligence, planes down the imagina on, narrows the a's, my ears belch up old wax and misremembered passages of misunderstood music, I
sit and hate my mother-in-law, glowering at her from corners and grumbling about her in the sad, s cky,
quiet of the lavatory." Macnamara gave the workbook to her maid, Louie King, and told her to dispose of it,
but King opted to save it from the flames, and instead stashed it away for decades.
A handwri en note from King on the cover explains: "This Book of Poetry by Dylan Thomas was with a lot of
papers given to me to burn in the kitchen boiler. I saved it and forgot all about it un l I read of his death ..."
King died in 1984, and the book has remained among her family's possessions, hidden away in a drawer ever
since, and unknown to Thomas scholars who pore over every other scrap of his work.
John Goodby, the editor of Thomas's "Collected Poems," said the discovery was "probably the most significant find since Thomas's death in 1953 when various papers were bought up, and perhaps even since 1941,
when he sold some of his notebooks to the University at Buﬀalo. "For some of the poems included, we've
never had manuscript versions before, and they show significant changes were made; most of them are fair
copies of finished poems, but some are more like worksheets -- they allow us to see how he arrived at a certain phrase, to see what he's up to." All the works included eventually made it into print, some in his first
collec on, "18 Poems," in 1934, and the rest in his second anthology, "25 Poems," in 1936, which suggests
the manuscript dates to a cri cal point in his life.
"At this par cular period in his career, his works are like abstract pain ngs or music: everything is about the
words, the language -- they're not anecdotes or narra ves," he explained, adding that Thomas had likely discarded the notebook because all the poems in it had been published: "He'd used it up. He was always leaving things behind."
Dylan Thomas was born in Swansea, south Wales, in 1914; he found fame with his "play for voices," "Under
Milk Wood," and poems including "Fern Hill" and "Do Not Go Gentle Into That Good Night." Thomas was
also known for his hard-drinking lifestyle. He collapsed at New York's Chelsea Hotel in 1953, shortly a er reportedly announcing: "I've had 18 straight whiskies. I think that's the record!" and died in hospital several
days later.

2015 St. David’s Day Banquet
Sunday March 1
Banquet Masters
13355 49th Street North
Clearwater
4:00 Social Hour
5:00 Dinner
Program to follow
Pin BBC

MENU
Prime Rib ($30.00)

Vegetarian ($30.00)

Chicken Cordon Bleu ($30.00)

Chicken Fingers (15.00)

Salmon Almandine ($30.00)
n to the bottom of
the screen

RESERVATIONS
Name(s)

Dinner Choice

Your phone number
Request others (not listed above) at your table of 8
Mail Reserva ons to: Roger Hughes
(with check)

1001 Starkey Road Lot 501
Largo, FL 33771

RESERVATION DEADLINE: Tuesday, February 24

PICTURE PAGES
Rhianon and Pat
Hardy enjoy seeing their friends
every month.

Wendy Whitaker
flashes her lovely
smile.

Nancy Mellican takes me out
to enjoy the delicious buﬀet.

Richard and Sue Owens
look over the music before
the hymn sing.

Always in good humor,
Leslie Jones makes his
point.

Jack Jacobs listens to Jan Briggs’ fascina ng tale
about her father in World War I.

Meg Zeigler pays her dues.

Handsome Ray Denman brings a cheerful Welsh smile to
the mee ngs.

Jan Briggs always brings
good cheer to our mee ngs.

Pastor Bob and Don Briggs confer before the
mee ng starts.

Catching up on the news are Connie Osmulski, Sue and
Richard Owens, and Mary Hughes.

Nomina ng
Commi ee Roger Hughes,
Kelfryn James
and Wendy
Whitaker are
hard at work.

Janet Mulligan keeps the buﬀet
table looking great.

Banquet Masters Map

