St. David’s Welsh Society of the Suncoast
OCTOBER 2015
welshsocietyofthesuncoast.org
EVERYONE INVITED

TIME FOR DUES AGAIN

CROESO

Our dues are still a bargain at only $10.00
per person per year. With the new social
year starting, it is time to send in your
money. In return you will receive a new
membership directory and our monthly
newsletters to keep you informed of Welsh
news.
If you cannot attend the next
meeting, send your dues to
Nancy Mellican
6 Fernery Lane
Safety Harbor, FL 34695
Our treasurer thanks you!

Regular meetings of the St. David’s Welsh
Society of the Suncoast are held at noon on the
third Tuesday of the month. From October to
April at the Lake Seminole Presbyterian Church,
8600 113th Street N, Seminole Florida (right on
the corner).
A potluck luncheon and program entertain all
persons with an interest in celebrating Welsh
heritage. We have great fun so bring a friend to
socialize. (They do not even have to be Welsh to
be welcome.)

PROGRAM
We begin our new season of meetings on
October 20 with a most fascinating program
presented by organist Jack Jacobs. Jack will
entertain and inform us as he shares his
knowledge of the Welsh influence on
American hymnals. How many of
these stories do you know?

COMING PROGRAMS
Who is lucky enough to be invited to examine the
inner workings of London’s own Big Ben? Why
who else besides our own Leslie Jones! On
November 17 Leslie will take us to insides of Big
Ben. “Let’s Climb Big Ben” is sure to be an
insightful and informative adventure.
Then on December 15 we once again welcome
back the popular Tarpon Singers.

TRIVIA QUESTION: Where is Europe’s largest
permanent used book market?

NEWSLETTER SPONSORS
It still costs a great deal to publish and mail
this newsletter—much more than our meager
dues can cover. Sharing news from our
friends is one of the ways we keep in touch
with our Welsh friends. Again this year we
are soliciting donations to cover the costs.
Large or small donations are appreciated.
This month's newsletter is sponsored by Don
and Jan Briggs. We appreciate everyone
who contributes to keeping this newsletter
going.

NEWSLETTER NOW
ONLINE
Our newsletter is now online.
You can read it anytime at
welshsocietyofthesuncoast.org. Many thanks
to a tech savvy non-Welsh friend who loads
it every month for us. If this will suffice for
you and you want to be removed from the
mailing list, please let the editor know.

CELEBRATIONS

PROGRAMS FOR COMING YEAR

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS

October 20—The Welsh influence
on American hymnals with Jack Jacobs
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Peter Spaulding
Lynne Hughes
Clark Parry
Rhiannon Merrion
J. Richard Owens

November 17—Let’s climb Big Ben with Leslie
Jones
December 15—Tarpon Singers
January 19— Back to Wales
with Barbara Giraldi
February 16— Budapest to Germany via river
boat with Gareth and Donna Williams
March 6—St. David’s Day Banquet
April 20— Walking in Wales with Dr. Lewis

AROUND THE MEMBERSHIP
Nancy and Paul Mellican celebrated their
50th wedding anniversary with all their family
gathered together (a rare occurrence) for a
week of fun at Callaway Gardens in Georgia.
Beth Schmidt has a new phone number to
go along with her new address. Her phone
number is now 630-963-1842.
We are sorry to report that Meryl Kindle lost
her youngest son early this year.
She
recovered from a bout of pneumonia in time to
head north for the summer.
Matt Hall was in an automobile accident
this summer. His car was totaled, but, thank
goodness, he was not.
Still suffering from the shingles, Vera Ruben
fell and broke her wrist.
Both calamities
together have slowed her down a bit but she
keeps going.
After 12 years Leslie Jones’ lymphoma has
returned. He still is smiling through all the
treatments and doing well.
Mary Hughes reports she received a thank
you note from the young student Ashley
Woodyard who gathered information for a
school report last spring. She received an A!
Several members made the trip to Wales this
summer, including Barbara Giraldi, Kelfryn and
Jean James, and Dave and Marion Thomas.
If you have any news to share, please contact
Nancy. She can only report what she is told.

Thanks to the execuƟve commiƩee for arranging all
these programs.

Say it slowly...
On a beautiful summer’s day, two English tourists were
driving through Wales.
At Llanfairpwllgwyngyllgogerychwyrndrobwyllllantysiliogogogoch they stopped for lunch and one of the tourists
asked the waitress: “Before we order, I wonder if you
could settle an argument for us. Can you pronounce
where we are, very, very, very slowly?”
The girl leaned over and said:
“Burrr… gurrr… King.

ANSWER TO TRIVIA QUESTION:
Straddling the border of England and
Wales, Hay‐on‐Wye (pop. 1,300) is
Europe’s largest permanent used‐
book market with about 60
bookshops selling all kinds of publica‐
ons imaginable.
On 1 April 1977, Hay-on-Wye famously declared itself
independent from the United Kingdom, with Richard
Booth, the first local bookseller and owner of the ruined
900-year old Hay Castle, as its new king. Hay's "king"
now sells low-cost "peerages" to perplexed visitors.

RARE CHANCE TO SEE ARCHEOLOGICAL WORK
AT A WELSH PRINCE’S FORGOTTEN CASTLE

Members of the public are being given the rare opportunity to see archaeological work being carried
out at Castell Carndochan in Snowdonia National Park. The event is part of Cadw's 'Open Doors'
scheme, which is being run in partnership with the Park Authority and Gwynedd Archaeological
Trust.
Castell Carndochan stands on a rocky hill not far from Llanuwchllyn, and was probably one of
Llywelyn ab Iorwerth's castles built to protect the area during the Thirteenth Century.
There is however evidence that the site was also be used as a fort in prehistoric times and a
decorated glass bead from the Iron Age was recently discovered there.. Those wishing to visit the
site can take advantage of three guided tours of the site at 1030, 1400 and 1830.

Artist’s impression of what the castle would have looked like.
Itv.com

Rhiannon Merrion challenges you to remember——-

Rhiannon remembers stopping for a bite on the way home from the movies. When did you enjoy your
takeaway treat?
According to Wikipedia, deep fried food was introduced to England in the 16th century by Jewish refuges
from Portugal and Spain. In 1860, the first fish and chip shop was opened in London by Joseph Malin.
The modern fish‐and‐chip shop ("chippy" or "chipper" in modern English slang) originated in the United
Kingdom, although outlets selling fried food occurred commonly throughout Europe. Early fish‐and‐chip
shops had only very basic facili es. Usually these consisted principally of a large cauldron of cooking fat,
heated by a coal fire.
The fish‐and‐chip shop later evolved into a fairly standard format, with the food served, in paper wrap‐
pings, to queuing customers, over a counter behind which the fryers are located.
During World War II fish and chips remained one of the few foods in the United Kingdom not subject to
ra oning. Bri sh fish and chips were originally served in a wrapping of old newspapers, but this prac ce
largely ceased as a result of a European Union direc ves., plain paper, cardboard or plas c being used in‐
stead.
It is a tradi on enjoyed by millions of families for over 150 years.
Fish and chips in Brighton, England

PICTURE PAGES
SummerTime

Shirley Lewis had a good
time this summer.
Marjory Rubart checks the
menu with the waitress.
Jan Briggs sports a new hat.

Don Briggs ponders the
question of what shall I have for
lunch?
Vera Ruben enjoys her lunch
at the Olive Garden.

Matt Hall and Meryl Kindle enjoy a
friendly chat at Kally K’s Restaurant.

Matt the Waiter
carefully pours a
brew.

Kelfryn James smiles for the camera.

With a sly smile on
his face Paul
Mellican
enjoys his status
as an Irishman at
a Welsh affair.

Sisters Vickie Anderson and Connie
Osmulski decide what to choose for lunch.

Enjoying a chat before dinner are Vera Ruben, Margorry
Rubart and Barbara Giraldi.

Clark Parry and
his best girl Cindy
made it to the dinner at Alfanos

Larry Osmulski helped
brighten the evening at
Alfanos Restaurant.
Mr. Socks (aka Leslie
Jones) strikes again

