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EVERYONE INVITED

ST. DAVID’S DAY BANQUET

CROESO

This year’s St. David’s Day Banquet will be
held Sunday, March 3 at Banquet Masters.
Now is the time to put a big star on your calendar to reserve this date. Details and reservation form available on the last page of this
newsletter. We welcome back Vickie Gonzalez, harpist, as part of our entertainment with
other surprises to follow.

Regular meetings of the St. David’s Welsh Society of the Suncoast are now held at noon on the
third Tuesday of the month from October to
April at St. Dunstan’s Anglican Church. A potluck luncheon and program entertain all persons
with an interest in celebrating Welsh heritage.
We have great fun so bring a friend to socialize.
(They do not even have to be Welsh to be welcome.) This will be the 76th year of the existence
of the St. David’s Welsh Society of the Suncoast.
Not many can equal that record

15
Even though I am confident there will be no
snowmen to greet you, we look forward to seeing you on January 15. Our own Roger Hughes
will present a program on St. David’s Cathedral,
the most sacred place in Wales. St. David’s is a
12th-century church and place of Medieval pilgrimage with the shrine of St David located there.
Please be sure to join us in January to hear more
about this fascinating place and maybe learn how
to get credit for visiting Rome and Jerusalem
without ever leaving Wales and other interesting
facts.

TRIVIA QUESTION: The most
successful pirate in history,
and most famous, was John
Roberts from Pembrokeshire. How is he
more familiarly known?

SILENT AUCTION
TREASURES NEEDED
Traditionally a most popular part of our St. David’s celebration is a silent auction. Scour
your closets now for any old prized possessions hiding on a back shelf that you would
like someone else to have the opportunity to
enjoy. This is our only money raiser for the
year and there are sure to be many lovely
items on which to bid. Bring an old treasure,
then you have room to take home a new
treasure!

SARASOTA INVITES YOU
We look forward to beautiful music, a delicious
lunch, and socializing beginning at 11 am.
January 26 at The Glenridge, Palmer Ranch,
Sarasota.
10:30 a.m. doors open
11:00 - 12:15 Gymanfa (singing)
1 p.m. Luncheon ($16 adults, $8 children; pay
at the event by cash or check)
1:30 p.m. Annual meeting of the Gulf Coast
St. David's Welsh Society
RSVP: Sarasotawelsh@yahoo.com or call
Maureen Jones: 941-918-2318
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AROUND THE MEMBERSHIP
Gwen Krause enjoys keeping up with her Florida Welsh friends. Even though she can no
longer see to read, her daughter reads every
bit of each newsletter to her. Gwen reports she
is doing just fine in New Jersey.
Members of this society since 1970, Pat and
Rhianon Hardy regret they can no long make
the long drive from Sarasota to attend meetings.
They send greetings to everyone.
Pam Lewis enjoys keeping up with everyone
via our newsletter She is well, but working quite
a bit.
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Gareth and Donna Williams send greetings to
everyone.
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Cathy Reed sent regrets to the last meeting because she was feeling under the weather.
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Dave and Marian Thomas

REMINDER
YOUR DUES ARE DUE
Currently we only have 26 paid members. That
leaves a rather large number of people we have
not heard from yet. If you haven’t paid your
2018-2019 dues yet, please send them to Nancy Mellican, 6 Fernery Lane, Safety Harbor, FL
34695 as soon as possible. The future of this
society depends on it. Thank you.

ANSWER TO TRIVIA QUESTION: “Black
Bart” was responsible for the capture of
around 400 ships between 1718 and 1722
and, thus, almost brought trans-Atlantic trade
to a stand-still. “Newsweek” called him “ the
last and most lethal pirate”.

If you have any news for this column please let Nancy
Mellican know. (727-726-3125) She can only print what
is reported to her. Thank you.

NAME CHANGE and
OTHER BUSINESS
You may have already noticed the change on
the newsletter banner. At the October meeting,
it was voted to change the name of our organization to the St. David’s Welsh Heritage Society
to more closely reflect the focus of our society.
It is hoped that this will help to attract new members. Anyone with an interest in Wales is welcome to join.
In November Jean James was elected our new
president. Barbara Giraldi became the secretary. Connie Osmulski will continue as treasurer. She reports that there is currently just under
$3,000 in the bank. With fewer paid members it
will be harder to maintain such a healthy balance. We miss everyone who has dropped out.

How the people of Wales became Welsh

Britain in the early Middle Ages was very different to the country it is now. Rather than England, Scotland and
Wales, the island consisted of numerous kingdoms, the fate and fortune of which fluctuated, as some kings
gained lordship over others, some smaller kingdoms were swallowed by their larger neighbours and others
fell to foreign invaders – including Vikings, in the ninth and tenth centuries.
Today, many of the inhabitants of Britain identify primarily as Scottish, English or Welsh. But this was not always the case. In Wales, for example, there is no single defining moment when one can say the people became “Welsh”.
In the early middle ages, Wales was divided into different kingdoms – Gwynedd, Dyfed and Ceredigion, for
example – whose relations with each other formed a central plank of native politics.
In the ninth and tenth centuries the Merfynion, a dynasty named after its founder Merfyn Frych, gained power
in many of these areas, their authority spreading over both north and south Wales.
Even though we now label the medieval country as Wales, back then it didn’t exist as a politically united entity. This raises the question – did the inhabitants of Wales view themselves as “Welsh”?

What’s in a name?
The words “Wales” and “Welsh” come from the Anglo-Saxon use of the term “wealas” to describe
(among other things) the people of Britain who spoke Brittonic – a Celtic language used throughout
Britain which later developed into Welsh, Cornish, Breton and other languages. English writers
viewed the inhabitants of Wales as different to themselves, but at the same time “wealas” wasn’t exclusively used to refer to the people of Wales. The same terminology was sometimes applied to the
Cornish, for example, with “wealas” reflected in the last part of Cornwall, as “wall”.
We see a similar situation when we look at Welsh language words. In the tenth century, “Kymry”
was used for the first time in Armes Prydein Vawr (The Great Prophecy of Britain), a Welsh poem
calling upon the Kymry to rise up against the English and evict them from Britain once and for all.
In modern Welsh, Kymry has become Cymru and Cymry, the former referring to the territory of
Wales, the latter to its inhabitants. In Armes Prydein Vawr, however, Kymry doesn’t just refer to the
inhabitants of Wales, but to multiple Brittonic-speaking peoples. So when Armes Prydein Vawr refers to the Kymry, as well as the inhabitants of Wales, the poet is also calling upon the Cornish, the
Bretons, and the inhabitants of the Brittonic-speaking kingdoms of northern England and southern
Scotland, commonly referred to then as the “Old North”.

Layers of identity
To explain the connection between the Brittonic
-speaking peoples at the time, early medieval
writers turned to history. The Historia Brittonum, a history of the Britons composed in
north Wales in 829–30, claims that the Britons
were originally Trojans who travelled to Britain
and became the first people to settle the island.
The text also asserts that during the Roman
period a group of Britons left the island and settled on the continent, becoming the Armorican
Britons or Bretons of Brittany, northern France.
The inhabitants of Wales, like those of Cornwall
and the Old North, are depicted as the descendants of the original Britons who remained
in Britain. But successive attacks by the Picts,
Irish and – especially – the Saxons had encroached upon their territory. They no longer
ruled the entirety of Britain, just small corners
of it. The identity based on this narrative presents the inhabitants of Wales as Britons, closely connected to the inhabitants of Cornwall, the Old North, and Brittany.
Ideas of identity were – and still are – complex and layered. The poet who wrote Armes Prydein
Vawr may have viewed all the Brittonic-speaking peoples as Kymry, but the Cornishmen are also referred to as “Cornyw” and the inhabitants of Strathclyde as “Cludwys”. There was a distinction between the inhabitants of Cornwall and of Strathclyde, even though they were grouped as Kymry.
There is a similar sentiment in the Life of King Alfred, a biography of Alfred the Great composed in
893. The writer, Asser, refers to Offa of Mercia building a dyke – an earthwork denoting the border –
between his kingdom and Britannia. Here Britannia clearly refers to Wales and presents it as distinct
from other Brittonic-speaking areas. Likewise, Cornwall is called “Cornubia” rather than as part of
one unified Britannia.
Nowhere is the complex nature of identity more evident than in early medieval Wales. Sources both
from and outside what we would now view as Wales see the Welsh as Britons, who once ruled the
entirety of Britain, and – according to Armes Prydein Vawr – would do so again in the future. But
there are hints of an alternative identity being constructed. When Asser looks to Britannia, his gaze
is turned to the west, across Offa’s Dyke. It is possible that the geographical unit of Wales, is beginning to play a role in ideas of identity.
We can’t point to exactly when the inhabitants of Wales became Welsh, but the works of writers and
historians of the time provide tantalising glimpses of shifting and developing identities in the early
medieval period.
Written by Rebecca Thomas
PhD researcher, University of Cambridge

PICTURE PAGE
REMEMBERING SOME OLD FRIENDS

2019 St. David’s Day Banquet
Sunday March 3
Banquet Masters
13355 49th Street North
Clearwater
4:00 Social Hour
5:00 Dinner
Program to follow
Dinner Choices
Prime Rib ($45.00)
Vegetarian ($45.00)
Chicken Cordon Bleu ($45.00) Chicken Fingers (15.00)
Salmon Almandine ($45.00)
Cash bar available

RESERVATIONS
Name(s)

Dinner choice

Your phone number

Request others (not listed above) at your table of 8

Mail Reservations (with check) to: Connie Osmulski,
1540 Lakeview Road
Clearwater, FL 33756
RESERVATION DEADLINE IS February 26
There will be a $5.00 surcharge to pay at the door

