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SILENT AUCTION
TREASURES NEEDED

EVERYONE INVITED
CROESO
Regular meetings of the St. David’s Welsh Society of the Suncoast are now held at noon on the
third Tuesday of the month from October to
April at St. Dunstan’s Anglican Church. A potluck luncheon and program entertain all persons
with an interest in celebrating Welsh heritage.
We have great fun so bring a friend to socialize.
(They do not even have to be Welsh to be welcome.) This will be the 76th year of the existence
of the St. David’s Welsh Society of the Suncoast.
Not many can equal that record.

Traditionally a most popular part of our St. David’s celebration is a silent auction. Scour
your closets now for any old prized possessions hiding on a back shelf that you would
like someone else to have the opportunity to
enjoy. This is our only money raiser for the
year and there are sure to be many lovely
items on which to bid. Bring an old treasure,
then you have room to take home a new
treasure! Your can bring your contributions to
the February meeting.
We look forward to this special occasion each
year and hope to see YOU.

ST. DAVID’S DAY BANQUET
MARCH 3
Now is the time to put a big
on your calendar to reserve March 3, this year’s St. David’s
Day Banquet. We will gather at Banquet Masters
for a rousing celebration of our patron saint. Details and reservation form available on the last
page of this newsletter. There is
sure to be lots of music as we welcome back Vickie Gonzalez, harpist, as part of our entertainment with
other surprises to follow.

.

Since he was unable to attend the last meeting, Roger Hughes will present his program on
St. David’s Cathedral, the home of the patron
saint of Wales., at our next meeting, February
19. Roger has many interesting facts about
the cathedral to share. Be sure to come hear
what he has to say.

ST. DAVID
On St David’s Day we wear the leek to celebrate winning a battle against the Saxons in a
field of leeks. Lucky it wasn’t a field of cows!
TRIVIA QUESTION:
game of lawn tennis?

Where was the first

Just before he died, St. David told his devoted
followers to: "Be cheerful and keep your faith
and belief, and do the little things that you
have heard and seen through me."

ST. DAVID’S DAY BANQUET
MARCH 3
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PRINCE MADOC
The Prince is said to have discovered America when he sailed from Rhos on Sea,
avoiding a bloody battle for land following
the death of his father Owain Gwynedd in
1170. His men are said to have married into
the local tribe and if true, he discovered
America before Christopher Columbus.

AROUND THE MEMBERSHIP
If you have any news for this column please let Nancy
Mellican know. (727-726-3125) She can only print what
is reported to her. Thank you.

REMEMBER YOUR DUES
The following people have not paid their dues
this year. We miss them and hope to hear from
them soon.
Ron and Cyndy Astle
Jan Briggs
Linda Brown
Gwen Carter
Bill and Meryl Fell
Pat and Rhianon Hardy
Wendy and Danny Kearns
Clark Parry and Lucinda Durkee
Norma Parry
Cathy Reed
Cynthia Roberts
Todd Roberts
Susan Ryan
Beth Smidt
Mark Taber and Kristy Alderson
Dave and Marian Thomas
Betty Walker
Meg Zeigler

Welsh Travel
A well spoken English gentleman sauntered into
a pub in Llandrindod Wells and drawled, 'What's
the quickest way to get to Brecon from here?'
Rhodri Owen, the landlord answered, 'Are you
walking or going by car?'

ANSWER TO TRIVIA QUESTION: Lawn tennis was first
played In 1873 at Nantclwyd Hall,
Llanelidan. The game was patented under the name “sphairistike”

The Englishman answered, 'By car, of course,
my man.'
'Well, that's the quickest way,' retorted the
landlord smartly.

1. The banks of the Taff once had forts to guard
against attacks by the Irish
The Irish were a menacing threat to Roman Britain and forts
were built along what is now the Taff to guard against their
attacks. Colonies of Irish existed in Wales long after the Romans. Names such as Llyn and Dinllaen are of Irish origin, as
was the kingdom of Dyfed, where there are 20 stones inscribed with letters in ogham, from Ireland.

2. Vikings sold the people of Wales as slavesAD MORE

The Vikings repeatedly attacked Wales in the 10th century. From strongholds in the Isle of Man and Dublin they savaged
communities along the coast. It's probably in this time that Scandinavian names, later adopted in English, were given to
places like Swansea, Bardsey, Anglesey and Fishguard. There is evidence that the Northmen established small trading
stations in Cardiff and there was an extensive stronghold in Anglesey, whose people were sold as slaves. In 987, 2,000
men of the island were captured and sold. The next year, places like Llantwit Major and St Dogmaels were among those
plundered.

3. The word 'Sais' was first given to a Welshman who knew how to speak English
'Sais' is still used today in Welsh to describe someone English, sometimes in a derogatory context. However, it was first
used in the 15th century to describe a Welshman who knew how to speak English. Welsh people had little reason to know
the language in the middle ages, and the use of the word suggests the knowledge was rare and viewed with contempt.

4. A martyr was burnt at the stake for heresy in Cardiff

Thomas Capper's life was ended at Cardiff in 1542 when he was burned alive. He was a Protestant and the first religious
martyr in Wales since Roman times, a victim of Henry VIII's persecution of those who denied the practice of Catholic
mass. In 1584, Rice Jones of Gelligaer appeared before magistrates at Cardiff for playing tennis at the time of divine service.

5. There could have been a 'New Wales' on the east coast of North America
There's a New England in the USA and a Nova Scotia in Canada. And there might also have been a "New Wales". Between 1616 and 1632, William Vaughan of Llangyndeyrn, Carmarthenshire, sought to establish a Welsh colony in Newfoundland. His efforts were in vain.

6. These were once the 'four capitals' of Wales
The "four centres of the Great Sessions" were Carmarthen, Caernarfon, Denbigh and Brecon - "the capitals, so to speak,
of the four corners of Wales", says John Davies. Carmarthen was the biggest town in Wales in the 16th century, with
around 2,000 people. The other three had around 1,000. Swansea, Tenby, Monmouth and Pembroke also had around
1,000 people and there were probably slightly more in Cardiff. By 1700, Wrexham was the largest town in Wales but Carmarthen had re-established its lead by 1770. By 1801, Swansea was the biggest town, with over 10,000 people living in
what was Britain's main copper-producing area.

7. Here's when Welsh was first written down
The first surviving words in Welsh are those inscribed around 700 on a stone in a church in Tywyn. But the first Welsh
may have been written down as early as 600. Early Welsh was the medium of Taliesin and Aneirin, poets of the time. This
is particularly impressive as Latin was the only written medium throughout Europe and there was virtually no written
French, Spanish or Italian until after 1000. The adoption of the word 'Cymru' may have been around the same time, with
the word 'Kymry' used in a poem from 633. At that time, the word referred to the Old North as well as to Wales.

8. Here's when 'the first Welshman' lived
Human teeth have been found in Wales belonging to a human who lived 225,000 years ago. Even though these have been described as belonging
to 'the first Welshman', their owner was unlikely to be an ancestor of the Welsh and was probably part of a Neanderthal tribe roaming between
Wales and the Netherlands. There were tens of thousands of years since during which Wales was wholly uninhabited, including an Ice Age. Wales
was free of ice by 8,300BC. When that happened, Wales became part of an island and a sea, not a strait, separated it from Ireland.

9. There were bitter protests against the Irish across Wales
In 1851, there were 20,000 people in Wales who had been born in Ireland. They were in desperate circumstances and therefore prepared to work
for wages lower than the Welsh. As a result there were "bitter protests" against them. These happened in Swansea in 1828, in the Rhymney Valley
in 1825 and elsewhere at different times. They lived in slums and John Davies writes that "the belief arose that uncleanliness and unruliness were
an intrinsic part of their character".

10. In Blackwood in 1842, there was one pub for every five people

Following the Beer Act of 1830, there was a huge increase in the number of places people could go to drink. As well as
that startling figure on the number of places to drink in Blackwood, there were also 200 taverns around the Dowlais Ironworks alone. And it didn't take long for temperance societies to be established as a response. The first among the Welsh
was actually set up in Manchester - but by 1835 there were 25 in Wales itself. The first teetotal society in Wales was founded in Llanfechell, Anglesey in 1835. A poll in Mountain Ash claimed to have established that 90% of people backed closing
pubs on Sundays.

11. Cardiff was the 25th biggest town in Wales in 1801
Fifty years later, it was the fourth biggest, smaller only than Swansea, Merthyr and Newport. And by 1881 it was the biggest in Wales. It was also the first town in Wales to get electricity - in 1885.

12. The extinction of the Welsh language was predicted in 1682
William Richards prophesised the imminent death of the Welsh language ("Englished out of Wales" was the phrase he
used). Bardic schools were failing, parents no longer gave their children Welsh names and many customs were being
looked at as meaningless. At the same time, Thomas Jones went further, predicting that Welsh people would be
"expunged from history". The anglicisation of the Welsh gentry was among the root causes. But within 100 years, literacy
in the Welsh language was spreading rapidly, as the result of the work of Griffith Jones, who set up schools devoted entirely to teaching people to read in Welsh. By the second half of the 18th century, Wales was one of the few countries with a
literate majority.

13. People in Haverfordwest were the last people to suffer from the plague
This was recorded in 1652. And later, around 1700, the death rate was three times its normal level, though this was due to
a critical food shortage.

14. The Law of Wales was way ahead of its time
It dates to the 10th century but the Law of Wales took women and children into account in ways that weren't seen in English law until recently. The earliest surviving manuscript is in Latin but there are several copies, including those written in
Welsh. One example of its fairness is its recognition that the union of a man and woman was a contract and that it could
come to an end. As a result, it detailed how property and responsibility for children should be shared if that happened. It
was later condemned as the work of the devil by Canon Law.

Looking forward to seeing you MARCH 3
at the St. David’s Day Banquette
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As usual Barbara Giraldi
presides over the kitchen
with a smile.

President Jean James
finds creative ways to
begin our meetings.

Don Hand and Kelfryn
James share stories before
the meeting.

Tina
Laruccia
listens intently to
the discussion.

Shirley Hand gestures to
make her point,

A most dedicated member
Meg Zeigler comes all the
way from Wesley Chapel to
attend meetings.

Newest
member
Carolyn
Kawunedus
looks over
her new
membership
directory
and newsletter.

Banquet—March 3

Treasurer Connie Osmulski
reports there is $3,903.10 in
the treasury. Not much
cushion with a declining
membership.

Consultant Emil Veltre
shares suggestions for
creating a Facebook
page.

2019 St. David’s Day Banquet
Sunday March 3
Banquet Masters
13355 49th Street North
Clearwater
4:00 Social Hour
5:00 Dinner
Program to follow
Dinner Choices
Prime Rib ($45.00)
Vegetarian ($45.00)
Chicken Cordon Bleu ($45.00) Chicken Fingers (15.00)
Salmon Almandine ($45.00)
Cash bar available

__________________________________________________________________________

RESERVATIONS
Name(s)

Dinner choice

Your phone number

Email address

Request others (not listed above) at your table of 8

Mail Reservations (with check) to: Connie Osmulski,
1540 Lakeview Road
Clearwater, FL 33756
RESERVATION DEADLINE IS February 26
There will be a $5.00 surcharge to pay at the door

