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Minutes of April 16, 2019 Meeting

CROESO

The meeting was called to order at noon by president James. Present were eight members and one
guest. Kelfyrn James gave the opening prayer.
Pledge of Allegiance and singing of Welsh National
Anthem followed. Shirley Hand enhanced our voices by accompanying on the piano.
After lunch, President James reported that Roger
Hughes suffered a heart attack some time after
March 1st. He reported himself to be o.k. Jean sent
him a card from the Society.
Secretary Barbara Giraldi reported that she has purchased the six Welsh songbooks that were authorized as a memorial to Jan Briggs. Jean will make
Bookplates. Also, Matt Hall reported that he had received eight songbooks from the Brigg’s daughter
Sarah for the Society.
Treasurer Connie Osmulski reported that the silent
auction held during the banquet netted $324. The
balance in the treasury is $3,956.74. Connie reported
that she will bring the unsold donated Cambria magazines to the October meeting so anyone who wishes
may take as many issues as wanted.
Membership chair, Nancy Mellican reported 41 paid
members. Prospective new member, Susan Biel is
our guest today.
Nancy Mellican has received a letter from the American Friends of St. David’s Cathedral that supports
the Cathedral in Wales. It was moved and seconded
that we make a donation of $100. MOTION
PASSED.
The treasurer has reimbursed Barbara Giraldi $15
each for the eight songbooks purchased for a total of
$90. Anyone wishing to purchase a songbook may
do so for $15.00.
Discussion of summer luncheons: Barbara Giraldi
agreed to set up summer Saturday lunches. The list
will be published in the summer newsletter.
Program: Wendy Whittaker gave a Power Point
presentation on her recent trip to the National Redwood Forrest in northern California.
With singing of God Be with Us Till We Meet
Again and closing prayer by Kelfryn James, the
meeting was adjourned at 1:30 p.m.

Regular meetings of the St. David’s Welsh Society of the Suncoast are now held at noon on the
third Tuesday of the month from October to
April at St. Dunstan’s Anglican Church. A potluck luncheon and program entertain all persons
with an interest in celebrating Welsh heritage.
We have great fun so bring a friend to socialize.
(They do not even have to be Welsh to be welcome.) This will be the 76th year of the existence
of the St. David’s Welsh Society of the Suncoast.
Not many can equal that record.

REGULAR MEETINGS RESUME

Our regular meetings on the third Tuesday will
resume October 15. Barbara Giraldi will present
a program on the Glamorgan Canal, a valley-side
canal, in South Wales, UK, running from Merthyr
Tydfil to Cardiff. Be sure to come hear an interesting history of this part of Wales. See you
then.

REMINDER
ONCE AGAIN TIME FOR DUES
STILL ONLY $10.00

TRIVIA QUESTION:
Who is
Wales’ only Nobel prize winner?

AROUND THE MEMBERSHIP

October
18
29

Lynne Hughes
Clark Parry

November
3
13
17
18

Don Hand
Connie Osmulski
Shirley Hand
Beth Smidt

December
6
7
9
12
19
22
24

Donna Williams
Kristy Alderson
Barbara Giraldi
Meryl Fell
Patrick Hardy
Norma Parry
Matt Hall

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY

Jean and Kelfryn James attended their granddaughter’s dance recital in Burlington, WI. Then
went to England to visit famioy and friends.
Barbara Giraldi surprised her brother up north
for his 80th birthday.
Following a 3,000 mile road tri to attend Nancy’s
high school class reunion, Paul and Nancy
Mellican visited Nancy’s Welsh cousin and family in St. Albans, England.
Wendy Whitaker visited her son in Texas.
Sadly, we report the news of
the passing of Marian Thomas
on July 24. She and her husband Dave were loyal members
of this society for many years.
They traveled all the way from
Frostproof to attend meetings,
often scheduling doctor's appointments so they could meet
with their Welsh friends.
If you have any news for this column please let Nancy
Mellican know. (727-726-3125) She can only print
what is reported to her. Thank you.

October 15

Michael and Tina Laruccia

November 13
November 17

Roger and Lynne Hughes
Don and Shirley Hand

December 27
December 27
December 31

Robert and Amy Ferrell
Kelfryn and Jean James
Clark and Cindy Durkee
Parry

ANSWER TO TRIVIA QUESTION: Born in Cardifff on January 4, 1940, Brian Josephson received one of the two 1973 physics prizes for
his theoretical predictions of properties in a superconducting current flowing through a tunnel
barrier.

CAN YOU BELIEVE IT?
WININING A BOOKSTORE

Entering a raffle usually means winning some
sort of modest prize, or, at most, maybe a car.
But a bookstore? In Cardigan, Wales, a reader
won the local bookshop, called Bookends,
through a raffle held for loyal customers. A 20
pound purchase of books entered shoppers in
the draw, and a local Bookends customer was
the winner. Ceisjan Van Neerden said he was
delighted to take over from Paul Morris, who
was retiring but wanted to make sure it continued in good hands. So instead of selling the
shop for a profit, he chose to hold the raffle.

Third of public phone boxes in Wales could be removed
Is it the end for Wales' remaining phone boxes?

The future of almost a third of Wales' remaining phone boxes is in doubt.
BT is proposing to scrap 566 public payphones following a 90% reduction
in their usage over the last decade.
One earmarked for removal in Cwmafan, near Port Talbot, has not had a
call made from it in the last 12 months. But another in Neath has been
used 292 times in the same period.
People are being urged to adopt boxes to create something
"inspirational”. Some of the 5000 kiosks that have already been repurposed across the UK have been turned into ting art galleries, libraries,
and life-safing defilibrator stores.
But Neath Port Talbert councillorJohn Warman described plans to remove payphones across Wales as “deplorable”. “What BT is doing is
putting a death sentence on phone boxes across the country,” he said.

"Not everybody has the luxury of a landline or a mobile phone.
"They are a lifeline still for a number of people and for emergency use as well."
But Phil Sergeant, who has been involved in refurbishing an old phone box on the high street in Caerleon,
near Newport, to hold a defibrillator, disagrees.
"It's a reflection on modern society where everyone has their own phone… the requirement for these devices has long gone, they need to be put to new purposes," he said.
"People want to maintain these things, they're part of the community," he says.
"Hopefully this will be an asset to the community which may one day save somebody's life."
Speaking at Cwmafan's phone box that has not been used for the past year local councillor Rhidian Mizen
described it as "surplus to requirements". "I don't think there are many homes now that haven't got a mobile phone so obviously [for BT] the upkeep and the cost of it is too much for them," he said.
BT said it had taken a range of issues into account before drawing up proposals to remove the phone boxes
including usage, availability of other payphones and the strength of mobile phone signal in the areas concerned.
The company said no phone boxes would be removed unless approval was granted by the relevant local
council.
"There is a need for people who've got a bad signal but maybe not so many of them."
Bbc news

Hope you enjoy these samples of Welsh humor. Unfortunately our members’ busy summer schedules made for sparse attendance at
the summer luncheons, which resulted in too
few pictures to publish.

