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Minutes of April 16, 2019 Meeting

CROESO

The meeting was called to order at noon by president James. Present were eight members and one
guest. Kelfyrn James gave the opening prayer.
Pledge of Allegiance and singing of Welsh National
Anthem followed. Shirley Hand enhanced our voices by accompanying on the piano.
After lunch, President James reported that Roger
Hughes suffered a heart attack some time after
March 1st. He reported himself to be o.k. Jean sent
him a card from the Society.
Secretary Barbara Giraldi reported that she has purchased the six Welsh songbooks that were authorized as a memorial to Jan Briggs. Jean will make
Bookplates. Also, Matt Hall reported that he had received eight songbooks from the Brigg’s daughter
Sarah for the Society.
Treasurer Connie Osmulski reported that the silent
auction held during the banquet netted $324. The
balance in the treasury is $3,956.74. Connie reported
that she will bring the unsold donated Cambria magazines to the October meeting so anyone who wishes
may take as many issues as wanted.
Membership chair, Nancy Mellican reported 41 paid
members. Prospective new member, Susan Biel is
our guest today.
Nancy Mellican has received a letter from the American Friends of St. David’s Cathedral that supports
the Cathedral in Wales. It was moved and seconded
that we make a donation of $100. MOTION
PASSED.
The treasurer has reimbursed Barbara Giraldi $15
each for the eight songbooks purchased for a total of
$90. Anyone wishing to purchase a songbook may
do so for $15.00.
Discussion of summer luncheons: Barbara Giraldi
agreed to set up summer Saturday lunches. The list
will be published in the summer newsletter.
Program: Wendy Whittaker gave a Power Point
presentation on her recent trip to the National Redwood Forrest in northern California.
With singing of God Be with Us Till We Meet
Again and closing prayer by Kelfryn James, the
meeting was adjourned at 1:30 p.m.

Regular meetings of the St. David’s Welsh Society of the Suncoast are now held at noon on the
third Tuesday of the month from October to
April at St. Dunstan’s Anglican Church. A potluck luncheon and program entertain all persons
with an interest in celebrating Welsh heritage.
We have great fun so bring a friend to socialize.
(They do not even have to be Welsh to be welcome.) This will be the 76th year of the existence
of the St. David’s Welsh Society of the Suncoast.
Not many can equal that record

SUMMER LUNCHEONS BEGIN
As we have done in the past, we switch to
noon Saturday social meetings in various
restaurants for the summer. See you then.
May 18 Safety Harbor Spa
105 N Bayshore Dr., Safety Harbor
June15 Moon Under Water
332 Beach Drive, St. Pete
July 20 Roosterfish Grille
776 Missouri Ave., Largo
Aug 17 Countryside Olive Garden
29461 U.S. 19 Clearwater
Sept. 21 Appleby’s
5110 East Bay Drive, Clearwater

TRIVIA QUESTION: What is the link between
the “mini-skirt” of the “Swinging Sixties” and
Wales?

AROUND THE MEMBERSHIP
After suffering a heart attack. Roger Hughes is
recovering nicely with a new pacemaker.
May
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Trina Laruccia
Jeanette Lewis
Mavis Lamont
Betty Walker
Mark Taber
Kelfryn James
Tegwyth Alderson-Taber
Todd Roberts
Wendy Whitaker
Amy Ferrell
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Cindy Durkee
Dave Thomas
Cathy Reed
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Pamela Lewis
Jean James
Laura Gentry
Wendy Kearns

Welcome to newest member Susan Biel.
Cathy Reed sends greetings and hopes to be
able to attend meetings again soon.
If you have any news for this column please let Nancy
Mellican know. (727-726-3125) She can only print
what is reported to her. Thank you.

WHOSE SKULL IS IT?
Dai is at the car boot sale when an American
tourist comes by. Pointing to a skull on display in
Dai's car, he says: “Whose skull is that?”
“That,” says Dai profoundly, “is the skull of
Owain Glyndwr. It's yours for £10.”
“Incredible,” says the American. “I'll take it.”
Some weeks later, Dai is at the car boot sale
when the same American walks past and notices
a much smaller skull for sale.
“Whose skull it that?” asks the American.
“That,” says Dai in a practised voice, “is the skull
of Owain Glyndwr.”
“Hang on,” says the American. “You sold me the
skull of Owain Glyndwr a few weeks ago.”
“Aye,” says Dai. “This is when he was a boy.”

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY
June 12
15
28

Paul and Nancy Mellican
Gareth and Donna Williams
Martin and Jeanette Lewis

August 9
10
11

Al and Susan Biel
Mark and Kristy Alderson Taber
Andy and Vickie Anderson

Find us on Facebook at
The Welsh Society of the Suncoast

OLD WELSH SAYING
"Teg yw edrych tuag adref."
It is good to look homewards

ANSWER TO TRIVIA QUESTION:
Mary Quant, the designer of the miniskirt, is of Welsh heritage. Her parents
were born in Wales.

Picture pages to return in the fall

FLAG OF ST. DAVID
The flag of Saint David (Welsh: Baner Dewi Sant) is normally a yellow cross on a black
field, but it has also appeared as a black cross on a yellow field or with an engrailed cross.
It represents the 6th-century Saint David (Welsh: Dewi Sant; c. 500 – c. 589), a Welsh bishop of Menevia and the patron saint of Wales.
The Flag of Saint David has been used as a flag representing Wales (as an alternative to
the Red Dragon flag), in the same sense that the crosses of Saint George, Saint Andrew
and Saint Patrick are used to represent England, Scotland and Ireland (of which they are
respectively patron saints). It is similar to the arms of the Diocese of St David's.
The flag can be seen throughout Wales, but not as frequently as the Red Dragon. On Saint David's Day it often plays a central role
in the celebrations.

History
The flag of Saint David was mostly unknown in Wales until 1994.[1] There was a large one along the roof in St David's Cathedral with the cinquefoils thereon but hardly any others in use. The Welsh Tartan Company (WTC) [who?] were looking around
for a 'brand' to complete the Brithwe Dewi Sant (St David's Tartan). J Wake, then of the WTC, set out to see if the flag could be
used commercially or indeed patriotically across Wales. The feeling at the time was that the Union flag did not contain any
Welshness, the St George's Cross representing Wales as a principality of England. The Dean of St David's said that the cinquefoil and the cross were their property and advised help from a London royal official office.
The WTC was then told the Prince of Wales probably owned the rights to the flag and may not give permission. There was neither
outright animosity to the flag being produced and used, nor any enthusiasm. It was decided, after a lawyer was consulted, that the
flag could be used as long as there were no cinquefoils on it. A thousand flags were produced without the cinquefoils; they were
distributed around Wales and a PR campaign took place to increase knowledge of the St David's flag.
The flags were hung prominently in the Welsh shop in the centre of Cardiff and at other locations. Within 10 years, the St David's
Flag was known and flown across Wales in patriotic use. It was never a flag to usurp the Red Dragon but to complement it, and
perhaps to get Wales's own Patron Saint's emblem to proudly fly alongside the emblems of the other nations, St George, St Andrew and St Patrick.

Uses
The history of the flag is somewhat obscure, but it seems to have emerged at the beginning of the 20th century. One theory is that
it was developed to fly atop Anglican churches in Wales (possibly with colours reversed as a black cross on a yellow field) in the
same way that the St George's Cross was flown outside churches in England, but since 1954 churches are more likely to fly a flag of
the Church in Wales based on its armorial badge granted that year.
In any case, the colours of the flag, black and gold, have certainly long been associated with the Welsh saint, even if not always in
the form of a symmetrical cross. St David's University College, Lampeter (now the Lampeter campus of the University of Wales
Trinity Saint David), founded in 1822, adopted these colours as the 'college colours' in 1888, [2] and the flag of St David continues to
be associated with the college, and is often flown today in a form defaced to include the cinquefoils of the crest of St David's College. A stylized version of the flag was also used as the shoulder badge of the 38th (Welsh) Infantry Division during World War II.
Between 2003 and 2008, Cardiff City F.C. incorporated the flag into their logo.[3] Crusaders RLFC, who started playing rugby league
in Bridgend in 2006, also incorporated the flag on their logo. In 2007 George Hargreaves, leader of the Welsh Christian Party, campaigned to replace the Flag of Wales with the St David's Cross, claiming that the red dragon on the Welsh flag was "nothing less
than the sign of Satan".[4]
The Chilean football club Coquimbo Unido uses the colors yellow and black in honor of San David, since they were the colors of the
crew of H.M.S. Flora, a boat belonging to the Royal British Navy, which delivered their T-shirts in honor of those who defeated
them on the field on April 24, 1903.
Wikipedia

GREATEST WELSH PEOPLE
From a poll conducted by Culturenet Cymru Ltd, a Welsh Assembly funded body
based at the National Library of Wales in Aberystwyth.
1. Aneurin Bevan, politician (2,426 votes) – 45 in the 100 Greatest Britons list2
2. Owain Glyndwr, Prince of Wales (2,309 votes) – 23 in the 100 Greatest Britons list
3. Tom Jones, singer (2,072 votes)
4. Gwynfor Evans, politician (1,928 votes)

5. Richard Burton, actor (1,755 votes) – 94 in the 100 Greatest Britons list
6. Gareth Edwards, rugby player (1,685 votes)
7. Dylan Thomas, poet (1,630 votes)
8. David Lloyd George, politician (1,627 votes) – 78 in the 100 Greatest Britons list
9. Robert Owen, philanthropist and founder of socialism (1,621 votes)
10. Saunders Lewis, writer (1,601 votes)
11. Mike Peters, musician (1,594 votes)
12. Bertrand Russell, philosopher (1,469 votes)
13. Catherine Zeta-Jones, actress (1,136 votes)
14. R. S. Thomas, poet (898 votes)
15. Andrew Vicari, artist (873 votes)16.
16. Evan Roberts (816 votes)17.
17. James Dean Bradfield, musician (790 votes)
18. Bishop William Morgan (775 votes)
19. John Charles, footballer (769 votes)
20. Phil Campbell (763 votes)
21. Llywelyn ap Gruffudd, Prince of Wales (564 votes)
22. Ioan Gruffudd, actor (464 votes)
23.Richey Edwards, musician (436 votes)
24.J.P.R. Williams, rugby player (433 votes)
25. Tanni Grey-Thompson, athlete (432 votes)
26. Simon Weston, war hero (416 votes)
27. John Evans (352 votes)
28. Alfred Russel Wallace, scientist (313 votes)
29. Michael D. Jones, founder of Patagonian community (284 votes)
30. Dafydd ap Gwilym, poet (281 votes)
31. Archbishop Rowan Williams (273 votes)
WHAT DO YOU THHINK OF THIS LIST? WHO WOULD YOU NOMINATE?

