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EVERYONE INVITED
CROESO
Regular meetings of the St. David’s Welsh Society of the Suncoast are now held at noon on the
third Tuesday of the month from October to
April at St. Dunstan’s Anglican Church. A potluck luncheon and program entertain all persons
with an interest in celebrating Welsh heritage.
We have great fun so bring a friend to socialize.
(They do not even have to be Welsh to be welcome.) This will be the 76th year of the existence
of the St. David’s Welsh Society of the Suncoast.
Not many can equal that record.

REMINDER
ONCE AGAIN TIME FOR DUES
STILL ONLY $10.00

November 19
Our meeting will be on November 19. In keeping
with the season this month we will center our
lunch potluck around Thanksgiving. Please
bring a dish from your seasonable repertoire.
The program will be Nancy Mellican recounting
her adventures while visiting her Welsh cousin
this summer.

TRIVIA QUESTION: What
Welsh canal ran from
Merthyr Tydfil to Cardiff?

Minutes of October 2019 meeting
The meeting was opened at 12:15 by president Jean
James with prayer by Kelfryn James. Present were eleven members and one guest. The pledge of allegiance and
singing of the Welsh national anthem in Welsh were followed by another delicious buffet luncheon contributed
by the members present.
Reopening the meeting, president James posed the question of whether it was reasonable to continue summer
luncheons inasmuch as this year’s luncheons were so
sparsely attended—something to think about and discussed later.
Newsletter chair Nancy Mellican reported that dues of
$10 are due for 2019-2020 are due. A membership directory will be received upon payment of dues. She also
stated that submissions for publication in the newsletter
should be submitted mid-month so that the newsletter
can be prepared and sent out on/about the first of the following month.
Treasurer Connie Osmulski reported about $3, 800 in the
treasury. A check for room rent at St. Dunstan’s Church
will be mailed for the entire six months rental of $30 per
month. Roger Hughes, previous treasurer, delivered
some financial records from previous years to be stored
in our file cabinet on church premises. Call to be made to
Banquet Masters to ascertain whether our banquet on
March 1st has been scheduled.

Jean James made beautiful book plates that she affixed to
the six Welsh song books purchased in honor of Jan
Briggs. The books are available for $15 if a member
wishes to own a copy. One was spoken for at the meeting. Five remain available.
The next meeting will be November 20th with a buffet
luncheon “Thanksgiving Dinner”. A sing-up sheet was
filled in. Jean will send a reminder. The program in November will be by Nancy and Paul Mellican about their
summer trip to England to visit Welsh relatives.
There being no further business to come before the meeting it was adjourned.

AROUND THE MEMBERSHIP

November
3
13
17
18

Don Hand
Connie Osmulski
Shirley Hand
Beth Smidt

December
6
7
9
12
19
22
24

Donna Williams
Kristy Alderson
Barbara Giraldi
Meryl Fell
Patrick Hardy
Norma Parry
Matt Hall

Lynne Hughes is undergoing breast cancer
treatments. Keep her in your prayers . Meanwhile husband Roger is taking training to be a
part time security guard.
Long time loyal members who can no longer
attend meetings have sent in their dues and
pass along greetings to all their Welsh friends
include Beth Smidt, Pat and Rhianon Hardy,
and Mavis Lamont. We miss them and wish
them well.
If you have any news for this column please let Nancy
Mellican know. (727-726-3125) She can only print
what is reported to her. Thank you.

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY

Did you know about
November 13
November 17

Roger and Lynne Hughes
Don and Shirley Hand

December 27
December 27
December 31

Robert and Amy Ferrell
Kelfryn and Jean James
Clark and Cindy Durkee
Parry

Find us on Facebook at
The Welsh Society
of the Suncoast

ANSWER TO TRIVIA QUESTION: If you
had attended the last meeting you would
know that the Glamorganshire Canal operated from 1791-1951 for 25 miles with 52 locks
between Merthyr Tydfil to Cardiff. Thank you
Barbara Giraldi for an informative presentation.

The Devil's Bridge?
According to a Welsh legend the Devil himself
visited Ceredigion in the 11th century after
hearing about its breathtaking scenery. While
there, he struck a bargain with a local woman
whose cow was stranded across the river. In a
bid to buy her soul, the devil said he'd build her
a bridge in exchange for the soul of the first living thing that crossed it.
When the bridge was built the woman threw a
loaf of bread across it which her dog then
chased.
The Devil was never seen in Wales again, too
embarrassed at being outwitted by the old lady.
In the village of Devil's Bridge today there are
three crossings across the river. The oldest is
said to have been built by Satan himself.

CALLS FOR A WELSH LANGUAGE SECONDARY SCHOOL TO
BE SET UP IN MERTHYR TYDFIL
Rhieni dros Addysg Gymraeg have just set up a branch
in Merthyr to promote Welsh medium education. They
want to see the establishment of a Welsh language secondary school and make sure there are enough Welsh
language primary school places by bringing forward the
planned new school at Goetre in the Gurnos and by establishing a federation school at Bedlinog Primary
School.They will also back a proactive advertising campaign to promote and grow Welsh language education in
Merthyr Tydfil. Mark Ward and his wife have set up the
local branch following a public meeting at Canolfan Soar
in the town centre last month to gauge interest.
RhAG is a national organisation which aims to support and promote Welsh language education
throughout Wales and ensure there are equal opportunities for people who want their children to be
educated in Welsh. Currently there are only two Welsh language primary schools in Merthyr Tydfil –
Ysgol Gynradd Gymraeg Rhyd-y-Grug in Aberfan and Ysgol Gynradd Gymraeg Santes Tudful.
There are no Welsh language secondary schools meaning pupils who want to go through their secondary education in Welsh have to travel to other areas to do so, with many going to Ysgol Gyfun
Rhydywaun in Rhondda Cynon Taf.
In a letter sent to councillors, the leader of the council, AMs and the MP amongst others, Mr Ward
said it was clear at the meeting that there are multiple concerns from parents, grandparents, carers
and others with the current council Welsh Education Strategic Plan (WESP).Parents launch Welsh
language drive in Merthyr Tydfil He said: “A common theme raised by all attendees at the meeting
was the feeling of a lack of foresight and planning by the local authority to ensure Welsh medium
education is able to reach its full potential across the Merthyr borough. There is a clear growth of
the language within the borough which should be celebrated and embraced. Yet parents opting for
Welsh medium education for their children are at a clear disadvantage compared to children within
the English medium and faith school streams.”
Welsh Government provides an annual grant to support the work of RhAG throughout Wales as it
aims for one million Welsh speakers in Wales by 2050. Merthyr Tydfil council says it is “fully committed” to this Welsh Government target. The council says: “Our vision for increasing the use of
Welsh across the County Borough is reflected through Shwmaeronment which encourages everyone to use Welsh every day and is articulated both in the corporate strategy for Welsh language and
in the local authority’s WESP.
“Within the WESP there are clear ambitions to promote Welsh medium education across the county
borough. “We are developing Welsh medium provision within our early years settings supported by
family activities through the medium of Welsh. “Through Welsh Government capital programmes
we have applied for and secured additional funding to expand both our Welsh medium “The third
school will be started as a seed school and as this school grows further discussion will take place
over the well-established and successful collaboration with RCT for secondary aged pupils.”
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Faithful Roger Hugues leads the salutes
to both flags

Bqrbara Giraldi
always sees that
the coffee and
tea are ready for
the meeting.

David Bargquist patiently awaits his lunch.

A beautiful handpainted
plaque and fall flowers
grace the buffet table

President Jean
James prepares
the memorial
plaques in
memory of the
Briggs for thenew
Kelfryn James has a brilliant idea hymnbooks
to provide accompaniment to
singing the Welsh national anthem.

New member Carolyn
Kavunedus chats with
her new friends in the
Society.

Susan Biel prepares
to pay her 20192020 dues.

Connie Osmulski cuts the apple
pie for everyone to enjoy.

Paul Mellican and Kelfryn James
discuss the latest rugby scores.

