                            We Worship Together
                             1st Sunday of Lent
                        Theme:  The Wilderness                                    
                                        March 10, 2019

Personal Meditation:  “I see the world being slowly transformed into a wilderness; I hear the approaching thunder that, one day, will destroy us too.  I feel the suffering of millions.  And yet, when I look up at the sky, I somehow feel that everything will change for the better, that this cruelty too shall end, that peace and tranquility will return once more.”  Anne Frank    
PRELUDE          “I Am a Poor Wayfarin’ Stranger”
        Organist                
WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS AND GREETING

GIRL SCOUT SUNDAY
         
                 Liturgist -  Mary Meckenstock   
*CALL TO WORSHIP




Psalm 107:1-9 
      

Leader:   O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; for his stead-


   fast love endures forever.                
                                   
People:   Let the redeemed of the LORD say so, those he redeemed

 
   from trouble.   
Leader:   And gathered in from the lands, from the east and from the


   west, from the north and from the south. 
People:   Some wandered in desert wastes, finding no way to 

   an inhabited town;

Leader:   Hungry and thirsty, their soul fainted within them.

People:   Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble, and he


    delivered them from their distress;
Leader:    He led them by a straight way, until they reached an


    inhabited town.

People:   Let them thank the LORD for his steadfast love, for his


    wonderful works to humankind.

Leader:    For he satisfies the thirsty, and the hungry he fills with


    good things.

 *HYMN OF PRAISE     “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”     UMH#89
*AFFIRMING OUR MISSION
“The Mission of Hays First United Methodist Church is to share the

word of God with all people through spiritual growth, worship,

fellowship and service.”

*GLORIA PATRI
“Glory Be to the Father”
        UMH#70

CHILDREN’S MOMENT


               Melissa Pyle
Tell me the stories of Jesus I love to hear; things I would ask him to tell me if he were here: scenes by the wayside, tales of the sea, stories of Jesus, tell them to me.
PRAYER CHORUS
         “Lead Me, Lord”

        UMH#473
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER                  UMH#895   
SPECIAL MUSIC     “Tell Your Heart to Beat Again”
     Kylie Moritz


          (Phillips, West and Herms)    

OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS

Prayer of Dedication

Feed the Fish

  

Offertory                            “Just As I Am”   

           Organist
                                                                                                     
*Doxology   “Praise God, from Whom all Blessings Flow”   UMH#95  
*Prayer of Thanksgiving                
SPECIAL MUSIC




    Cailynn Luck               


“Catfish”  (Walter and Carol Noona)

            
                Scripture, Hymn and Sermon
OLD TESTAMENT



                Isaiah 40:1-3
Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God.  Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the LORD’s hand double for all her sins.  A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
NEW TESTAMENT




  Acts 8:26-39

Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.”  (This is a wilderness road.)  So he got up and went.   Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury.  He had come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah.  Then the Spirit said to Philip.  “Go over to this chariot and join it.”  So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah.  He asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?”  He replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?”  And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him.  Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this:  “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent before its shearer, so he does not open his mouth.  In his humiliation justice was denied him.  Who can describe his generation?  For his life is taken away from the earth.”  The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you , does the prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?”  Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus.  As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water!  What is to prevent me from being baptized?”  He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him.  When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing.
*GOSPEL LESSON




Mark 1:1-14
The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, “See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way; the voice of one crying out in the wilderness:  ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,’”  John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.  And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.  Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey.  He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals.  I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”  In those days Jesus came from  Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan.  And just as he was coming
up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him.  And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”  And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness.  He was in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him.  Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God.


Leader:  The word of God for the people of God.
People:  Thanks be to God.

*HYMN OF PREPARATION         “Here I Am, Lord”           UMH#593
                          
MESSAGE
       


                    Pastor Mike Rose
         “The Wilderness Way:  Baptism, Temptation and Us”

*HYMN OF RESPONSE      “Lead On, O King Eternal”
     UMH#580   

*BENEDICTION
*POSTLUDE 





        Organist                                             
Prayer Concerns:                                   Continuing Prayer Concerns:

Bethany Harris


Wade Jeffery

Glenn Ginther



Chelsea Boldra Anderson
 

Dianna Jennings








John Chamberlain  







Rachel Palmberg
Deaths:  Don Copper 03-06-19
    

   (Jeff’s Dad)  
                           Betsy Losey






 Darryl Smika



                            Susan McRae Bickle






 (Dorothy McRae’s daughter)
  Margo Clark (Lutz family)               
          A warm welcome to our guests.  You honor us with your presence!


CHURCH CALENDAR
 Today:    

 8:30 &  10:45  a.m.    Worship Services


 9:30  a.m.    Fellowship & Refreshments – parlor


 9:30  a.m.    Sunday School for all


 9:35  a.m.   “The Way” – Pastor Mike in chapel


 Noon             NO Confirmation  – youth room
 

       
Monday:

              10:30  a.m.     Staff Meeting



4:00  p.m.     Worship Committee

6:00  p.m.     Dave Ramsey Financial Peace University – Room 207

7:00  p.m.     Shalom Circle- Kathy Albers, Darlene Gilchrist





  Church dining room

7:00  p.m.     Staff/Parish Committee – church library                          

Tuesday:

9:00  a.m.     Quilters
              10:00  a.m.     Good Samaritan                 

                1:15  p.m.     Prayer & Praise – chapel

2:00  p.m.     Stephen Ministry

6:00  p.m.     Bell Choir



Wednesday:
                9:15  a.m.    Naomi Circle – Linda Stahlman, Evelyn Zellmer, 





 Church dining room

              10:00  a.m.   Ellis County Ministerial Alliance – FUMC


1:30  p.m.   Rebekah Circle – Theresa Rose, Carol Purdy





    4109  Fillmore Drive              
                5:00  p.m.    NO Worship on Wednesday

      


6:15  p.m.    “The Way” – Pastor Mike’s class
     
7:15  p.m.    Chancel Choir
Friday:


Noon
      NO GAB ‘n Go          
_________________________________________________________________                 

Happy Birthday:

March  10:  Mason Cunningham, Connie Forssberg, Rayna LaFond, Everett Rowan 
March  11:  Dixie Odum, Emily Walter
March  12:  Renae Booth, John Charles, Randy Clinkscales

March  14:  Whitney Brown

March  16:  Rogene Fell, Denton Rathke, Kristi Williams

March  17:  Angela Stieben

         03-03-19 Worship Attendance 172    03-03-19 Sunday School   0                

                                 Greeters:  8:30   Pauline Branda

 
                  10:45   Don Branda

                         Parlor Hospitality Hosts – Bob & Sheryl Cox                                                                    


               Feed the Hungry was 5 food items.


  2018 Year to date Revenue  $528,266   2018 Year to date Expenses    $542,986
A new Men’s Bible Study beginning Wednesday, March 20 at 6 am down in the youth room.  Everyone welcome!  We will begin a series called “Kingdom Man” by Tony Evans.
                      The Choirs of Fort Hays State University
                       will present their Spring Choral Concert


  
   “By Request”
At 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, March 19, 2019 at the Beach/Schmidt Performing Arts Center in Sheridan Hall on the FHSU campus. The concert is FREE!  The Concert Choir of 54 voices and the Fort Hays Singers of 16 voices will both appear, singing a wide variety of choral titles requested by the members of the choirs.  This will be a fun concert due to the songs being selected by the singers.  Also, there will be solos and some theatrical aspects of several of the selections by both choirs to make for even more entertainment.  Both ensembles are conducted by Dr. Terry Crull and accompanied by Pam McGowne.

                       ALTAR FOUNDATION 2019 SUSTAINING MEMBERS
        A $146 endowed gift to celebrate 146 years of Methodism in Hays
Carl & Sue Boldra, Don & Pauline Branda, Armin & Vicki Kelly, Jacinda Johnson & Eric Leuschner, Mike & Sharolyn Legleiter, Rev. Delbert Stanton, Ernie & Pam Bryant, Michael & Donna Cooper, Jeff & Marla Copper, Greg & Gwen Daughhetee, Lynn Fisher, Jaci Gottschalk, Keith & Kathy Harper, Ralph & Lorraine Howerton, Ken & Dottie Kraus, Jim & Hannah Barrett, Keith & Renee Eilts, Harvey & Susan Jansonius, Ron & Karol Katt, Curt & Jennifer Kitson, Harold & Virginia Kraus, Carolyn Miller, Rodney Ruff, Phil & Linda Stahlman, Duane & Shirley Steffen, Joe & Sue Dolezal, Sheryl Dreiling, Shirley Green, Tom & Debra McDonald, Rev. Garner & Nancy Berg, Marsha Swanson, Darren & Angela Stieben, Aven & Donna Weaverling, Stephen & Marilyn Wood, Rick & Diane Wolfe, Lawrence & Louise Younger, Gary & Sheryl Blair, Rita Barker, Virginia Lehman, Dave & Karen Hendrickson, Marva Miller, Gail & Linda Palmberg, Mike & Jill Arensdorf, Eric & Carol Harfmann, Ed & Dixie Janzen, Denise Ring, Thomas & Emily Decker, Harvey & Marilyn Davidson.
               The nursery is available during both worship services.

        Hearing assist units are available for use during the services.

          LARGE PRINT BULLETINS are available, please ask an usher.                            

Thank you!  Your generosity in giving to the Families in Need Fund and the Fresh Start Loan Program helped these families through October 31:
Families in Need Fund – Aided 34 families with assistance totaling      $   2,935.36                                  
 Fresh Start Loan Program- Aided 25 families with rent/utilities            $11,705.00 

                                                 Aided 1 family in an emergency                   $   1,600.00

                                                 59 families                                                        $ 16,290.36

*Money to be repaid at no interest within a year.

