                             We Worship Together 
                                        December 31, 2017                                               

PRELUDE  
 “Voluntary on “In Dulci Jubilo”
       Organist                                                                                                                               
WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS AND GREETING

                          Liturgist:    Cade Swayne      
*CALL TO WORSHIP



   

Leader:    God is why we are here today to give thanks, to praise,


    and to worship.                   
People:    We are here today, joining our voices with the entire


     body of Christ in celebration and joy
    
        
Leader:     We celebrate the journey of the Wise Men three who


     followed the star to meet the King of Kings.  
People:    The Spirit of Christ is alive inside each of us.   
Leader:     The same spirit spurs us on toward the end of our


     journey.

People:    By the grace of God we will run this race until we have


     reached the Christ Child for ourselves.

*HYMN OF PRAISE

“The First Noel”
       UMH#245
*AFFIRMING OUR MISSION:



       
“The Mission of Hays First United Methodist Church is to share the Word of God with all people through spiritual growth, worship, fellowship and service.” 
*GLORIA PATRI
    “Glory Be to the Father”
              UMH#70  
TIME FOR CHRIST’S YOUNG DISCIPLES

Xander Swayne                                  

O come, little children,  come one and come all;  O come to the manger in Bethlehem’s stall, And see what our Father in Heaven above has sent to us all on this earth with his love.            
PRAYER CHORUS     “We Would See Jesus”  (vs 1 & 5)       UMH#256     
PRAYERS AND LORD’S PRAYER

OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS

Prayer of Dedication

Feed the Fish
(Because we love our church, funds going to



     Capital Campaign through December)
  

Offertory
    
  “One Small Child”                             Organist                             
*Doxology     “Praise God, from Whom all Blessings Flow”        
*Prayer of Thanksgiving                                                            


         Scripture, Hymn and Sermon    
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON



    Isaiah 60:1-6
Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD
has risen upon you.  For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick 

darkness the peoples; but the LORD will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you.  Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn.  Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together, they come to you; your sons shall come from far away, and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms.  Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you.  A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come.  They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD.

NEW TESTAMENT/EPISTLE LESSON


Ephesians 3:1-12
This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles—for surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that was given me for you, and how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, a reading of which will enable you to perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ.  In former generations this mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed by his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: that is, the Gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.  Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was given me by the working of his power.  Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, and to make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things; so that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places.  This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence through faith in him.

*GOSPEL LESSON




Matthew 2:1-12
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews?  For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.  When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born.  They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:  ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least
among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’”  Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared.  Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.”  When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was.  When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy.  On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage.  Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.

Leader:  The word of God for the people of God.

People:  Thanks be to God.
MESSAGE
  “Kings or Astrologers”
    Mary Meckenstock




   


    Lay Speaker
*HYMN OF RESPONSE

“We Three Kings”
      UMH#254
WESLEY’S COVENANT SERVICE AND PRAYER:
     (See Insert)
COVENANT RESPONSE HYMN



      UMH#500

      “Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart”
*BENEDICTION
*POSTLUDE

      “Noel Suisse”

         Organist                                                                                                   
Prayer Concerns:

Ron Herrman                                         

Roberta Brewer

Nancy Hazlett (sister of Karen Owings)

Verona Chapman      


 

Bethany Harris (granddaughter of Marsha Swanson)
Jeanette Field (sister of Jennifer KItson)
Steve Camp (dad of Kari Schultz)
Matt Shorman
Elia Malara (uncle of Sandra Aldrich)
Continuing Prayer Concerns:


Wade Jeffery





Dianna Jennings



                                      John Chamberlain

Betsy Losey





Rachel Palmberg
Phyllis Bloss
Sue Jones

Deaths:
Donna Hooper 12-23-17

(sister of Leora Forssberg)

CHURCH CALENDAR
Today:    

8:30 &  10:45  a.m.   Worship Services


9:30  a.m.    Sunday School 
 
9:30  a.m.    Youth Sunday School – Youth Center


9:30  a.m.    Coffee time parlor             
Monday:
                OFFICE CLOSED – NEW YEAR’S DAY
                          
Tuesday:


9:00  a.m.    Quilters

1:00  p.m.    Worship Committee      

1:15  p.m.    NO Prayer and Praise - chapel

                2:00  p.m.    NO Stephen Ministry training – dining room, west wing
          
Wednesday:
              10:00  a.m.    Staff Meeting      

                          
               
5:00  p.m.    NO WOW  meal

5:50  p.m.    NO WOW worship


6:15  p.m.    NO WOW programming


             
6:20  p.m.    NO Bell Choir

7:15  p.m.    NO Chancel Choir         
Happy Birthday:

January   1:  Tara Goering, Rilee Schwarz
January   2:  Dale Akers, Ryan States

January   3:  Sharon Carlson, Marilyn Ginther, Sally Klausmeyer

January   4:  Millie Copper, Leora Forssberg, Phil Stahlman, Peyton Unruh

January   7:  Addison Booze, Jason Clark, Chris Markus
     12-24-17 Worship Attendance  788         12-24-17   Sunday School  15           

     12-25-16  Worship Attendance 713         12-25-16   Sunday School    0                

 
            Offering last Sunday                       $17,053.00              

                          Needed weekly to meet budget     $11,100.00 

                November Revenue $42,317       November Expenses  $47,832
        Year-to-Date Revenue $470,960     Year-to-Date Expenses $484,167 
                                        Feed the Hungry was $410.00.                                                                   

                       Greeters:  8:30 Donna Weaverling   10:45  Don Branda       

              A warm welcome to our guests.  You honor us with your presence!

           The nursery is available during both worship services.
       Hearing assist units are available for use during the services.

        LARGE PRINT BULLETINS are available, please ask an usher.                            
Camp Fund Fundraiser – FUMC decals made especially for your vehicle window. The cost is $5.00 and decals can be picked up in the church office.  This will help send kiddos to camp!
Chamber Singers are selling tickets for the VFW Stars and Stripes Breakfast on January 14, 2018.  Profits from this breakfast will go toward our NY trip in June.  It is an all you can eat breakfast from 7:30 AM – 12:00 PM  Cost of the tickets is Adult – $8.50, Children 5-12 yrs. - $3.50 and under 5 yrs. – free.  We only make money on the pre-sold tickets and not on tickets bought at the door that day.  For tickets contact a Chamber Singer or Johnny or Lexie.

Have you ever considered joining the Altar Foundation?  Gifts are based on $1 per year of Methodism in Hays, or $144 for 2017.  Gifts are endowed and grants are approved from the funds to further the mission of Hays First United Methodist Church.  Already a sustaining member…Thanks for joining!
                       ALTAR FOUNDATION 2017 SUSTAINING MEMBERS

Jacinda Johnson & Eric Leuschner, Carl & Sue Boldra, Ernie & Pam Bryant, Jim & Corrine Clark, Sheryl Dreiling, Delbert Stanton, Lawrence and Louise Younger, Shirley Adams, Jeff & Marla Copper, Keith & Renee Eilts, Keith & Kathy Harper, Ken & Becky Johnson, Curt & Jennifer Kitson, Bill & Betsy Losey, Carolyn Miller, Steve & Marva Miller, Paul & Nancy Jones, Ron & Carol Katt, Ken & Dottie Kraus, Mike & Jill Arensdorf, Greg & Gwen Daughhetee, Betty Innes, Larry Good, Harold & Virginia Kraus, Mark & Melanie Bannister, Gary & Sheryl Blair, Lynn Fisher, Mike & Laura Gaughan, Dave & Karen Hendrickson, Ralph & Lorraine Howerton, Virginia Lehman, Gail & Linda Palmberg, Phil & Linda Stahlman, Garner & Nancy Berg, Verona Chapman, Mike & Donna Cooper, Rodney Ruff, Shirley Smith, Rick & Diane Wolfe, Derrick & Valerie Yu, Jim & Hannah Barrett, Ed & Dixie Janzen, Mike & Sharolyn Legleiter, Steve & Julie Paul, Bill & Rita Barker, Joe & Sue Dolezal, Arris & Virginia Johnson, Shirley Green, Wilmer & Lorena Kellogg, Lance & Cathy Russell, Elton & Wendy Beougher, Lois Lutz, Marcia Bannister & Ken Griffin, Eric & Carol Harfmann,  Bonnie Dilley, Joe & Jan Edwards, Lee Fisher, Tom & Deb McDonald, Darren & Angela Stieben, Kevin & Marla Homburg,  Glenn & Marilyn Ginther, Duane & Shirley Steffen, John Charles, Leta Stukesbary, LaVaughn Hull, Harl & LaVena Stump, Harv & Marilyn Davidson, Gerard & Tammy Wellbrock, Bob & Pam Gillen, Earl & Sharon Carlson, Russ & Sandra Henningsen, Taylor & Sheryl Bemis, Harvey & Susan Jansonius, Don & Pauline Branda, Josh & Shauna Zweifel.
