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Please email your OUTREACH item to haysumc@hotmail.com before Sunday, March 21, 2021. 
Please place the name “Outreach” in the subject line...or place your item, clearly  labeled for the Outreach, 
in the office by  Sunday, March 21.  The next  Outreach should be received by March 25. 

Greetings in the Hope and Promise of Christ! 

As I write this, I am looking out over a ‘winter wonderland’, with snow falling almost as fast as the temperatures outside 
have fallen. I am grateful for a warm hearth and warm hearts that surround me during these bitter cold days. As I 
consider the cold and snow of winter, I’m reminded of one of my favorite hymns, called the Hymn of Promise, written by 
Natalie Sleeth in 1986. One of my seminary professors, Dr. Elizabeth Box-Price, was a friend of Natalie’s when they lived 
in Dallas, Texas. Natalie wrote the Hymn of Promise while dealing with her husband’s terminal cancer, but I wonder if 
she wrote it today, if it would have a different but significant meaning to those folks in Texas who are suffering in the 
cold, many without heat or power. Regardless, the hymn overflows with the hope, promise, and love of God. If you’ll 
indulge me, the first verse goes like this: 

In the bulb there is a flower, in the seed, an apple tree; in cocoons a hidden promise, butterflies will soon be free! In the 
cold and snow of winter, there’s a spring that waits to be, unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see. 

In the pain and heartbreak that Natalie Sleeth was experiencing in the death of her beloved husband, she found hope and 
promise in God through Christ, and blessed the world with one of the most beloved new hymns in the United Methodist 
Hymnal. 

The third and final verse affirms what we are preparing for during this season we know as Lent, providing again the hope 
and promise of the eternal God and God’s love that warms us, even during the longest of cold days. Again, if you’ll 
indulge me, it goes like this: 

In our end is our beginning, in our time, infinity, in our doubt there is believing; in our life, eternity. In our death, a 
resurrection, at the last a victory, unrevealed until its season Something God alone can see. 

The juxtaposed dualism of that final verse, that is comparing side-by-side, of contrasting thoughts and feelings, we find 
that God is through it all and beyond it all, and bids us to come, follow him in the hope and promise of God’s love. 
Especially on cold and difficult days. Because the assurance is that better days are ahead. 

We are to prepare for them during this season of forty days, for Easter is coming and the victory of it is assured for us 
through it all. Inasmuch, I encourage you to join me in a spiritual discipline of prayer and scripture reading through the 
season of Lent as you prepare for Easter. Each day on Face Book, you will see posted from me a picture that I have taken 
with a scripture that relates to that picture… I’ve been doing this for a few weeks now, so you can check out my Face Book 
page and see if it might be helpful in your own Lenten journey. Regardless, I pray that the cold and snow of winter will 

become the spring that waits to be, and in each you will find the love of God and God’s people. 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Mike 
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Thanks 

Thank you to all our church 
friends for the many cards 
received for our 60th wedding 
anniversary.  Also our family 
arranged for Hickok’s to serve 
us “Pandemic Style” in our own 
dining room.  And we both got 
our 1st COVID vaccine on our 
anniversary.  And we just 
learned that a great grandchild 
will be a girl!  God is good. 

Blessings to all! 
Al & Judy Hugh 

Thanks to Phil Stahlman for 
replacing  a toilet on the second 
floor.  Thanks, Phil, for keeping 
the building  in  excellent repair. 

A sincere THANK YOU to Jim & 
Liz Harper for delivering Meals 
on wheels during the difficult 
time December 28-January 1.  
This service was certainly 
appreciated.  The next time we 
will be responsible to do this 
service will be June 7-11.  If you 
would like to help with this 
service, please call the church 
office (625-3408). 
          Virginia Johnson 

           Sympathy 
Our sincere sympathy is extended 
to the family & friends of 

Sue Jordan on the death of her 
husband, Randall  Sr. , who 
died on  January 13. 

Delbert Stanton on the death of 
his brother, Darrell, who died 
January 25. 

Renee & Keith Eilts on the death 
of Renee’s brother, Zane Meis, 
who died January 26. 

John & Sharon Irvin on the death 
of John’s sister, Sally, who died 
January 29. 

Louise Moyers died on 
February 18.  She had been a 
member 
for 63 years. 

Congratulations 
to Marsha Swanson on her 
engagement to Harlan Radke. 

Nursery attendants are needed.  If 
you are interested, please call 
Melissa Pyle at 650-1871. 

The Altar Foundation for 2021 is 
$148.  This endowed gift 
celebrates  148 years of 
Methodism in Hays. 

Financial Secretary Position 

Hays FUMC is seeking a person to 
fill the part-time (approximately 
10-15 hours per week) position of 
Financial Secretary.  A successful 
applicant would be able to assist 
with overseeing cash receipts and 
expenditures, maintain accurate 
files, account schedules, reports 
and applicable statements, be a 
liaison between the church and the 
accounting firm, and manage phone 
calls as applicable.  Participation in 
monthly administrative meetings 
and weekly staff meetings are 
required.  Minimum qualifications 
include a high school diploma and 
office experience with the ability to 
learn the church software.  
Accounting and bookkeeping 
experience is preferred but not 
required for those willing to learn.  
It is also helpful if the applicant is 
familiar with the United Methodist 
Church.  Applicants must be 
bondable and uphold the standards 
of the Christian faith. 

For additional information or an 
application, please call 785-625-
3408 or contact us by email 
haysumc@hotmail.com 

March 3 
Hamburger on bun 
Chips, carrots 
Fruit cup & cookie 

March 10 
Soft shell tacos 
Chips & salsa 
Applesauce & cookie 

March 17 
Pulled pork sandwiches 
Chips 
Fruit cup & cookie 

March 31 
Spaghetti & meat sauce 
Breadstick 
Carrots 
Fruit cup & brownie 



# 

We are having at blast at WOW and would love for you to join us! Every Wednesday beginning 5:00 – 6:00, 
we offer a simple meal. In an effort to be transparent with costs, a text will be sent each week with the menu 
and the cost per person in an effort to cover expenses. Our goal for WOW is not to make money, but to 
provide a meal for busy families to come enjoy together before heading off to various classes. WOW worship 
has moved to the gym beginning at 6 and ending at 6:15, with classes for all ages 6:15-7:15. The hand bell 
choir is rehearsing at 7:30 in the gym. In Kids Club we’ve been talking about “superhero” kids in the Bible and 
how we too can be a superhero, no matter our age. After Ash Wednesday we will have a few more superhero 
lessons before beginning a Resurrection Eggs project to be finished in time for Easter. Look for all the Palm 
Sunday/Holy Week/Easter plans in next month’s Outreach. 

Our new Sunday School model is working great and providing a Sunday School option to every family that 
comes on Sunday morning. If you’d like to be a part of the volunteer team, let Melissa or I know. It’s easy 
(Melissa does all the planning and set-up), one Sunday every 9 weeks (yes, we have lots of helpers on the 
volunteer team) and effective for all kids, no matter what time their family attends worship (9:00-10:30 SS 
time, with those attending 8:45 or 10:45 worship going to SS 9:30-10:30 and those attending 10:00 worship 
going to SS 9:00-10:00). 

These winter months are pretty low key for Children’s Ministry, but don’t worry, with Lent upon us, things 
pick up pretty quickly and Melissa and I are hard at work planning for spring and summer already! 

Thank you for caring about the children of our church. If you ever have questions or concerns, don’t hesitate 
to contact either Melissa Pyle (pyle_melissa@hotmail.com) or Jo Swayne (jswayne33@gmail.com). 
   
A to Z 

Every night before I go to sleep, I sit up in bed, close my eyes and pray about whatever is on my mind, 
emptying it of worries.  Anxieties have a way of making themselves known, distracting me from my attempts 
at inner peace.  “You take them, God,” I say, catching each thought and releasing it like a bird. 

“What if we get sick?” I wonder.  “What if one of us needs to be hospitalized?”  “What if we run out of 
money?”  “What if one of our parents gets sick?”  “What if I unknowingly infect someone else?”  “What if we 
haven’t been doing enough to protect ourselves?” 

There is no end to it.  I’ve learned it’s foolish to stifle the worries and pretend they don’t exist.  Better 
to acknowledge them and put them in better hands.  Better yet if I go through the alphabet and think of 
others who could use prayer.  There’s always someone for each letter.  Some need that could be filled.  Some 
worry to be relieved.  A to Z.  I don’t always find someone for the letter Z… but X can mark the spot for 
enough worries. 

That feels better.  I feel better.  Thinking of that whole community of people I care about, many of 
whom have prayed for me. 

Lastly, I picture the hospital only blocks away-where I, too, in times past have been a patient.  I pray 
for the doctors, the nurses, the med techs, the janitors, the orderlies, the food workers.  I can see them 
walking those corridors in my mind’s eye.  God’s angels doing God’s work.  Be with them, Lord.  And be with 
those who  need them. 

Lights out.  I sink into bed, lay my head on my pillow.  There will be new worries tomorrow.  But for 
tonight, they have been given rest. 

     Thanks for the reminder, Lord, that worries can always be given to you.  I give them away gladly. 

Rick Hamlin 
Guideposts 

KIDS CORNER 
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A Paraphrase of I Corinthians 13  
No matter how eloquently or spiritually I speak, if I do not love people, I am merely making noise. 
People will never care how much I know, until they know how much I care. 
People will not care how much I trust God, unless they feel they can trust me. 
I may give away everything, even my body, but if love does not purify the gift, it is a waste. 
Love waits—it does not push. 
Love is tender—it does not grab. 
Love shares—it does not sulk. 
Love rejoices—it does not gloat. 
Love bears, believes, hopes, endures; 
It cares. 
Love is ultimate: 
predictions end; 
noises dissipate; 
knowledge is forgotten. 
These things are finite-they will fade. 
But the ultimate will remain. 
We are growing-from childish speaking, feeling, thinking 
to mature speaking, feeling, thinking. 
The future is unclear. 
But the time will come, when our purpose is known, as God already knows it. 
Out of everything faith, hope and love remain. 
But the ultimate is Love! FUMC, Decatur, GA  

Sunday, March 14, 2021 is UMCOR Sunday in the United Methodist Church. UMCOR stands for the 
United Methodist Committee on Relief. Connection is at the core of the work they do. UMCOR connects the 
United Methodist Church, its people and congregations, to partner with others engaged in God’s global work 
taking place in a variety of settings, countries, and cultures. On March 14, your generous giving is what allows 
UMCOR to act as the arms and legs of Christ’s church, moving to help the most vulnerable in their darkest 
days.  Because you give, the United Methodist Church’s compassionate response to human suffering has an 
immeasurable impact on people everywhere. It is your generous giving that allows UMCOR to respond in the 
following ways: 

Missionaries: From everywhere to everywhere, United Methodist missionaries come from many nations 
and backgrounds and witness and serve in dramatically different locales and cultures. They serve in more 
than 60 countries around the world in a range of activities and professions including pastors, educators, 
congregational and leadership developers, agriculturalists, health coordinators, and doctors. 

Disaster Response and Recovery: United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) responds to 
disasters in the United States and around the world by working with communities and local partners. When a 
disaster overwhelms a community’s ability to recover on its own, UMCOR provides essential relief supplies 
and supports long-term rebuilding efforts. While UMCOR is not a first-response organization, it stands ready 
to accompany communities in need over the long haul of their recovery until a “new normal” is established 
after a crisis. “Early in and last out” is a guiding principle of UMCOR. 

Evangelism and Church Growth: Global Ministries works to share the good news of God’s love by 
planting new churches and helping existing ones to grow. New or renewed mission initiatives in Africa, Asia, 
Europe and Latin America have planted over 1,000 new faith communities.  Congregational Development, 
implemented in partnership with Discipleship Ministries, offers training for new congregations and 
established churches that seek to create new places for new people. Additional programs support 
racial/ethnic churches with initiatives that are geared specifically for their unique needs. 

Continued on next page 
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UMCOR 

Global Health: Global Ministries’ vision of abundant health for all focuses on efforts to promote physical, 
emotional and spiritual well-being through programs in the United States and overseas. Global Health 
programs focus on assisting economically vulnerable communities to protect children and disadvantaged 
adults from preventable causes of death and disease. To do this, Global Ministries partners with thousands of 
communities and health workers through community-based health programs and provides support to more 
than 300 United Methodist hospitals and clinics. Global Ministries is also the lead agency for the UMC’s 
Abundant Health Initiative so it strives to prioritize programs that meet the needs of the marginalized. 

Hunger and Poverty: Lack of access to healthy and nutritious food is a major factor in starvation and 
malnutrition around the world. UMCOR works with partners to improve farming and agricultural methods 
using eco-friendly practices, increase crop diversity and yields, expand market access, improve food-storage 
facilities, and boost nutrition in vulnerable households and communities. UMCOR’s food security grants give 
special consideration to holistic programs that focus on subsistence and small-scale farmers, particularly 
women, keeping in line with international standards to eliminate global hunger. 

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene: Water, sanitation and hygiene, known together as WASH, are essential 
for good health and well-being. Some 783 million people around the world do not have reliable access to clean 
drinking water, and even more people lack access to water for agriculture and household tasks to meet their 
everyday needs. Around the world, 2.4 billion people lack adequate sanitation facilities. Global Ministries 
supports WASH programs worldwide, providing direct help through UMCOR and supporting the work of 
partners. Programs provide education and increase access to improved water sources. Every U.S. dollar spent 
on water, sanitation, and hygiene generates U.S. $4.30 in increased productivity and decreased health care 
costs. 

Education: Education is a foundational piece of Methodist mission and has continued to be a way to 
improve individual lives, foster religious transformation, and be of service to the world. Global Ministries 
helps to facilitate the education and training of mission partners whose subsequent work will have the most 
direct and positive impact on the communities from which they come. 

Global Migration: Every day, thousands of people leave and flee their homes in search of a better life for 
their families. Recognizing that migration is a complex issue, UMCOR works with partners to examine the 
causes of migration and to ensure the four rights of migrants: right to stay, right to safe passage, right to 
welcoming and belonging, and right to return. Global Ministries is committed to providing support for 
refugees, migrants and asylum seekers from all over the globe with our partners Church World Service and 
National Justice for Our Neighbors, along with our collaboration with other domestic and international 
humanitarian agencies 

Racial and Ethnic Ministries: In recognition and celebration of the increasing diversity of the world, 
Global Ministries administers four of The United Methodist Church’s six ethnic/language ministry plans, also 
known as the U.S. “national plans.” These four ministries serve Asian American, Hispanic/Latino, Korean and 
Pacific Islander communities in the United States. The national plans strive for unity within diversity. They 
aim to expand the ministry of The United Methodist Church in a way that does not compromise the ethnic 
and cultural context of each of the communities they serve. 

Scholarships: The Leadership Development and Scholarship office administers scholarship funding to 
students worldwide through two scholarship programs: 

1. The World Communion program (formerly known as the Crusade Scholarship) offers scholarships to 
United Methodists and other Methodist church members seeking to obtain a master’s or doctoral degree and 
then serve the church and community in some form after their studies.  Continued on next page…. 
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2. The Leadership Development Grants offer funding to students seeking a post-secondary, master’s, 
doctoral, professional or leadership development program. These grants support the preparation of students 
who will work to further the mission of Christ in the world. 

In choosing our scholarship recipients each year, we focus on candidates who fit our four areas of focus. 
Those areas of focus are combating the diseases of poverty by improving health globally, engaging in ministry 
with the poor, creating new places for people and renewal of existing local churches, and developing 
principled Christian leaders for the church and the world. Using these areas of focus allows us to find the 
students who have the best opportunity and best drive to further the Christian mission in the world and serve 
the global United Methodist Church and its partners after their studies have concluded. 

Community Development: Global Ministries is engaged in a variety of programs to nurture and sustain 
community organizations. Through financial assistance, volunteer skills, economic development, advocacy 
and material resources, Global Ministries creates new initiatives to support the lives of women, children, 
youth, families and older adults. 

Creation Care: Recognizing that climate change and environmental degradation increase disaster risk, the 
UMCOR Creation Care program looks inward at the work of UMCOR and Global Ministries and outward at 
the ministries of The United Methodist Church to equip the church to address modes of living and working 
that contribute to climate change and environmental degradation. These include wasteful consumption, 
deforestation, poor water management and agricultural practices that diminish the land. The EarthKeepers 
program equips United Methodist laity and clergy to develop or deepen environmental initiatives in their 
communities. 

Women and Children: Women and children are often the ones left most vulnerable in times of crisis and 
in communities that struggle with poverty. Global Ministries strives to improve access to quality prenatal, 
delivery and postnatal services for women, and to provide access to essential health care for children under 5 
years old. Global Ministries works to improve the quality of health services provided in rural communities by 
building the capacity of local health professionals and equipping health facilities to deliver essential care, as 
well as to increase the demand for maternal and child health services through community education and 
engagement. 

Sustainable Development: UMCOR works to facilitate long-term community development and 
empowerment in areas of great need. Many development issues and opportunities are interrelated. Because of 
this, UMCOR uses integrated solutions to address the root causes of specific problems. This is done by 
working with UMCOR’s extensive partner network alongside local communities to develop their assets in 
water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH); sustainable agriculture and food security; livelihoods and resilience; 
climate change adaptation and mitigation; and education and health. 

Volunteers: Individual volunteers serve any period from three months to three years. Even shorter-term 
volunteer opportunities are also available, typically with a local team. Volunteers build churches, assist in 
community health programs, advocate for social justice, build leadership skills and help after a disaster. 

There will be more information on how to give on March 14. If you are worshipping in person at the church, 
special envelopes will be available. If you want to mail in your donation, please put UMCOR Sunday in the 
note section of your check and make checks payable to UMCOR. 

You Are Guided, Guarded, and Protected 
The light of God surrounds me; 
The love of God enfolds me; 
The power of God protects me; 
The presence of God watches over me, 
Wherever I am, God is.                                    
                                                               James Dillet Freeman, 1941 
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Square Dancing 

In the summer of 1963, my little, rural hometown was split down the middle by a very divisive issue. That 
crisis was caused by two new people moving to our previously peaceful sleepy farming community. 

The public school system hired a new music teacher. She was responsible for all vocal and instrumental 
music for grades 1 through 12. Like any good teacher she had passion and enthusiasm for her calling. She 
was from a musical family that had a dance band. She started teaching her elementary students square 
dancing one music period per week. 

That program went smoothly until one of the two churches in town hired a new minister. 

He was also passionate and enthusiastic about his calling. He was convinced that square dancing was a sin 
that led to even worse sins. He had Biblical references to back up his pronouncements. 

The issue of whether or not to allow square dancing classes in school split the community, families, and 
friends. Some community members showed up at school board meetings demanding that square dancing 
not be taught in school. Some showed up and demanded that the music teacher be allowed to teach square 
dancing. 

The school board was made up of 3 men who served staggered three-year terms. So that every year one 
school board members term ended and there was an election. The two remaining school board members in 
1964 had opposite opinions on the square-dancing issue. That meant that the new board member would 
have the deciding vote. The pro school dancing candidate won by one vote. 

The school administrator allowed students the option of not dancing, but they had to remain in the music 
classroom. He also ruled that if a high school student wouldn’t dance at the homecoming dance, they could 
not be a king or queen candidate. 

All of this occurred nearly 60 years ago. By now most of the ardent supporters or opponents of square 
dancing in school are deceased or very elderly. Their children and grandchildren have married so that the 
previous opponents share grandchildren and great grandchildren. 

The school was closed by the 1967 Kansas School Consolidation Act. Several years later it was torn down. 
The preacher and the music teacher each moved on to greener pastures. 

Nobody died because of this split. And I never received any notice that someone had to spend eternity in 
hell because of their stance on elementary students square dancing one hour a week during music class. 

When I go back to my hometown, I find there are a lot fewer people living in that area, but they appreciate 
each other. The people of that community mourn together over each death, share joy at each wedding, and 
celebrate all births. The value of the current relationships far overshadows the finger pointing and Bible 
thumping that took place many years ago. 

Do you suppose that past big issues of our Methodist denomination--whether to allow slave owners in the 
church, whether divorced pastors can retain their pulpit, whether women can be pastors, whether 
inclusiveness of all sexual orientations is allowed in the church—will seem rather small in the future? 

Armin Kelly, Lay Leader 
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    Upcoming Events 

 
 Monday, March 1 American Red Cross Blood Drive 
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