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OUTREACH      
   Volume 35 Issue 1                             First United Methodist Church                       January 19, 2023 

Please email your OUTREACH item to haysumc@hotmail.com before Sunday, February 19, 2023. 

Please place the name “Outreach” in the subject line...or place your item, clearly  labeled for the Outreach, 

in the office by Sunday, February 19.   The next Outreach should be received by February 23. 

 

 

The Unsettling Parts 

I am beginning to hear some grumbling. There are a lot of unsettling parts in the Bible that leave us asking 
hard questions. The potholes in Genesis alone have created some concern. Several parents have been trying 
to read the passages to their children. They are now looking for some children’s Bible story books that are 
more appropriate for children’s ears. I forgot to tell you. Genesis is rated “R”. So here is the question: what do 
we do with the passages in the Bible where God does things (or the people God is working through do things) 
that don’t mesh with our understanding of God? 

Magrey Devega offers some helpful insight. We need to remember that the story of human civilization is tens 
of thousands of years old. The stories of the Bible involve humans that were here more than three thousand 
years ago. Now, throughout history, this principle is still the same: God wants to be known by humans. God 
wants to be in relationship with us. What that means is that God will use the language, imagery, and 
worldview that resonates with human beings at that particular time in order to connect with them. 

As humans have changed their consciousness over time, that means our views of God are also allowed to 
change over time. It is not that God changes. God always wants to be known by us and be in a relationship 
with us. What changes is the way we view God. And that change is not only permissible, it is natural. 

Think of it as a courtship. The Old Testament records the ways humans related to God at the early stages of 
our courtship. We used language and imagery that was useful to us at the time, but now we see God different-
ly because our relationship with God is allowed to change over time. The way I view my partner has definitely 
changed over time. The same is true in our relationship with God. 

So, when we see troubling passages about God, it is acceptable for us to say: “We don’t see God in that way 
anymore. And that’s both permissible and natural. It’s important to understand our origins as human beings. 
So how do we view God now? Especially in light of Jesus and in light of our worldview today?” 

I encourage you to get linked in to one of our small groups. It is important, as you encounter some of the feel-
ings of dismay and confusion about what you are reading about God and the people God trusted, that you 
have the chance to reflect and learn together. Sunday morning, 9:45 am, the Ambassador’s Class; Wednesday 
evening, 6:15 pm, men’s group with Tom McDonald and Scott McGrath; Wednesday evening, 6:15 pm, the 
Pastor’s Class. 

Falling behind in your reading? Pick up with today’s reading. Don’t allow yourself to get overwhelmed or 
ashamed. This is a lot of work and a lot to process. Give yourself grace. We are in this together. 

          Pastor Craig 
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INTRODUCING OUR STAFF 

PROGRAM STAFF 

Pastor:  Pastor Craig Hauschild 

Congregational Care Director,  Troy Miller 

Director of Music:  Alexandra Rome 

Special Music Coordinator:  Meredith Cory 

Organist: Noah Erichsen 

Pianist:  Sharon Graham 

Handbell Choir Dir.  Hannah Barrett 

Director of Discipleship:  Matt Dumler   

Asst. Children’s Director:  Melissa Pyle 

Outreach Editor:  Wendy Beougher 

 

SUPPORT STAFF: 

Administrative Secretary:  Beverly Bearley 

Administrative Assistant:  Wendy Beougher 

Financial Secretary: Liz Harper 

Childcare Director:  Melissa Pyle 

Building Supervisor:  Joe Edwards 

 

 

Thanks 
 
Thank you to the Hays High 
Helping Hands for providing 
cookies for WOW on December 
14 at no charge. 
 
Greg & FUMC, 
Thank you so much for your 
generous donation to our food 
pantry.  This donation will help 
many families at our school 
over Christmas break.  We are 
lucky to live in such a generous 
community.   
Callie Werth 
& O’Loughlin Elementary 
 
It is so great at your place!  We 
just love coming here and are 
so thankful for being able to 
utilize the facility.  Girl Scouts 
and the community as a whole 
are blessed to get such amazing 
support from you all.  Thank 
you again. 
 
  Lisa Cech 
Manager Product Program 
 
Thanks to Wendy Beougher, 
Bev Bearley, Jarilyn Staab, Mar-
la Copper & Molly, Linda Stahl-
man, Sandy Henningsen, Carol 
Purdy, Mary Meckenstock, Barb 
Clinkscales & Gwen Daughhetee 
for taking meals to Joe & Jan. 

  

 

 Sympathy 
Our sincere sympathy is extend-

ed to the family & friends of 

 

Susan & Harvey Jansonius on 

the death of Susan’s mother, 

Ireeta Ubeen, on December 14. 

 

Karen & Les Wilson on the 

death of Karen’s mother-in-law, 

Evalyn Wilson  on December 22. 

 

Virginia Johnson on the death 

of her husband, Arris, on De-

cember 25.  Condolences to 

Pam McGowne & sons. 

 

Congratulations 
 

To Matt Dumler, Director of  
Discipleship. 
 
Mark your calendar for the  
Valentine’s Dinner on February 
18.  Tickets go on sale January 
18.  Great food and music com-
ing your way. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Senior WOW 
 
February 1, noon 
Lunch at Professor’s and pro-
gram by Julie Smith from The 
Salvation Army. 
 
March 1, 4:00 
Chapel 
 
April 5, 9:00 a.m. 
Coffee & donuts at Epworth 
Towers Community Room, 
2800 Augusta Lane 
Greg Daughhetee & Debra 
Staab will give a presentation 
on senior housing and recent 
renovations at Epworth  
Towers. 

Circle News 

Rebekah Circle met on January 11 

at the Church with eight members 

present. Carol Purdy gave the devo-

tions and Patty Nicholas gave the 

program.  Barbara Jones & Sharon 

Barton were hostesses.  Assign-

ments for devotions and programs 

were made for the year. 

It was decided to have a Circle Val-

entine luncheon on February 8 at 

noon. 

Prayer concerns were for Joe Ed-

wards, Virginia Kraus and Earline 

Fairbanks’ nephew. 

 

Church Family, 

Thank you all for the warm wishes, 

calls, cards, texts, gifts and hugs as I 

ended my term as Children’s Minis-

try Director.  It’s been a fun ride.  

I’m excited to see what God has 

next for me. 

                           Jo Swayne 

 

What a wonderful church family.  

When Joe fell you all stepped up.  

Thank you for the meals.  We have 

a lot of great cooks!  Thank you 

Pastor Craig for getting Joe home 

from Wichita and taking him back 

for his surgery.  Thank you for all 

that are cleaning the church.  

Thank you to Troy, Sarah, Matt, 

Kathy & Bev for all you do for Joe. 

Jan  & Joe Edwards 

 
Thanks to the WOW helpers and 
committee members for 
preparing the meal on Dec. 16th.   
 
                 Susan Jansonius 
 
Church Directories are available 
for pick up in the church office. 
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Boy, its my first Kids Corner article and I think I have already messed up the 
title and don’t have the pretty pictures that Jo used to have. I hope it’s not all 
down hill from here. I want to write to you about an exciting opportunity that 
our children and youth will have this coming summer. 

We got word a few weeks ago that Camp Lakeside was going to have a full summer schedule for the first time 
since pre-covid. They have tried several different models over the past couple of years and it appears they 
may have found one that might work. Since hearing from Lakeside, we have begun hearing from a few others 
as well.  Typically in the past, our church has offered to pay for half of the camp fee for our students to attend 
camp. We raise these funds through our Camp Bakesale and Cookies for Camp. You, church, have done an 
amazing job supporting that ministry over the years and I want to thank you fonce again for all of the sup-
port. You have helped kids experience Christ in new ways, ways that they might not have had,  if they had not 
gone to camp. Our bake sale is scheduled for April 16th, surprise CAB members, we will be in touch. 

Not only is Lakeside trying to get their ministry up and running again, but we here at Hays FUMC are tasked 
with the exact same thing, How do we make camp a priority again for our kids and youth. How do we best 
help them be in position to go experience this powerful opportunity? 

As I stated earlier, we typically pay for half of each campers fee. However, we have decided not to do that this 
year. We decided to get creative. So I present to you Camp for Free in 23. I was once told that in ministry 
money should never be the thing that stops someone from experiencing Christ. I believe that person was 
right. Therefore, we are offering our children and youth the opportunity to go to one camp this summer, free 
of charge. We want to make it as easy as possible for our kids to go to camp. 

We want to encourage you to take a look at the posters around the church and the posts we have shared on 
our Facebook page and find a camp that fits your student. Begin to find the time in your summer schedule to 
get your student to one of the amazing camping opportunities the camps offer. When you sign up for a camp, 
click on the button that your church will pay for it. Please let us know that you have signed up for a camp. 

Our camp Sunday is scheduled for April 16th. On that day, we will have a representative from Camp Lakeside 
here to discuss all that they have going on. Be looking for emails that will be sent with any information we re-
ceive regarding any upcoming camps, not only at Lakeside, but any of the camps we are so blessed to have. 
 
      Matt Dumler, Director of Discipleship 
 
 
WOW Menus for February 
 
February 1      February 22 
Hamburgers or hotdogs    Chicken nuggets 
French fries      Green beans 
Barbeque beans     Salad 
Veggie tray      French fries 
Dessert      Dessert 
 
February 8 
Chicken fried steak with white gravy   Meals are served from 5—6 p.m. 
Twice baked potato casserole     
Corn       Freewill Offering 
Rolls 
Dessert      Menus are subject to change. 
 
February 15 
Chicken enchiladas     Order to go meals—Call the day before or  
Spanish rice      the day of the meal.  Call 785-650-2401. 
Tossed salad 
Chips & cheese 
Dessert 
 

 Kids Club 
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Reflecting back on 2022, I am absolutely amazed at what unfolded each 

Month as Deep Water Eswatini emerged and developed throughout the 

year.  In November, we launched our social media presence and our 

Start-Up Launch Campaign.  We distributed 95 Christmas gift baskets to 

our community.  Deep Water Eswatini is growing and developing right 

before our eyes, and we are so excited to see what’s in store for 2023. 

There will still be challenges and growing pains moving forward, but we 

have a vision to see Manzini as a safe place where anyone can experience 

dignity restoration and personal empowerment. 

 

We have dreams for office space in the city-a safe space for our team to gather and meet members of the 

“after hours” community.  We have dreams for a team retreat to grow closer to God and each other, because 

we know what is built internally will overflow into the world around us.  We have dreams to develop our cur-

rent outreach strategies in order to go even deeper into these uncharted waters. 

Thank you all again for all your support in this journey.  For those donating financially from the U.S., your 

donation is tax deductible.  Checks can also be made out to “The Cause, Inc.” with “Deep Water” in the memo 

and mailed to: 

The Cause, Inc. 

4225 Oceanside Blvd. 

Suite H-325 

Oceanside, CA 92056 

 

We are truly thankful for each one of you.  Have a wonderful week and Happy New Year! 

Diving in, Rachel 

 

Started in 2008, the Altar Foundation is one of the funds overseen by the permanent en-
dowment committee. The fund was established as a way to build a permanent endow-
ment within the church by encouraging regular giving to an endowed fund, and to pro-
vide an endowed fund that could be supported through estate bequests. 

Annually, the contribution amount is set at the number of years since Methodism arrived 
in Hays, with this year being 150 years or $150. These annual contributions amount to 

about $10,000 thanks to the support of many who were founding members of the foundation in 2008, and 
still contribute today, and others who have joined along the way. 

In 2014 formal grant proposal guidelines were adopted and put in place. These guidelines provide an avenue 
to request funds from the Altar Foundation. Additional information can be found on the church’s website at 
www.haysfumc.com or by contacting any endowment committee member. 

Thank you for your continued support of the Altar Foundation.  The 2022 Contribution Statements will be 
going out to church members soon.  If you have questions when you receive yours, call the church office. 
 
 
Thanks to all the individuals who have served this past year on a committee and are now retiring or moving to 
another committee.  Thanks for giving of your time & talents to further the mission of FUMC. 
 
  Tom McDonald, Josh Zweifel, Molly McMurtrie, John Booze, Jo Swayne, Karen Wilson, Troy Miller,  
Barbara Clinkscales, Bill Hayden, Armin Kelly, Hannah Barrett, Ken Griffin, Dave Hendrickson,  
Dennis Schiel, Shyla Sturgeon, Bob Cox, Carl Miller, Heidi Wamser, Rob Kennemer, Phil Stahlman and 
Ron & Karol Katt. 
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History & Heritage 
 
The history of the first Methodist service in Hays is related by Mr. L.G. Bell, father of the late Eldon 
Bell and a son of the Rev. Leonard Bell who conducted the service: “My parents arrived in Hays in 
June, 1873, with a colony of settlers from Wilkesbarre, Pennsylvania.  Tommy Drum, whom all old 
settlers well remember, ran a saloon only two or three doors away from where we lived.  Soon after 
we came, Mr. Drum learned that my father was a preacher and insisted that he preach.  As I recall 
the account as told me often by my mother, Mr. Drum told father there had been no religious ser-
vices in the town and that he would arrange to hold one in the saloon.  Two or three rows of seats 
were improvised, the bar was covered by sheets, and a most orderly service was held.  A large  

                      number of officers from first Methodist service was undoubtedly conducted in the latter part of 
        1873, although I do not know the exact date.” 
 

On February 2, 1878, five groups: the Episcopalians, Catholics, Lutherans, Congregationalists and the Presbyterians all 

held religious services in the school and in the courthouse.  Presbyterians had first choice in the use of the courthouse 

since they had supplied the pews. 

Methodism came to Hays in 1873 and the grasshoppers came in 1874.  Don W. Holter in his book, Fire on the Prairie 

describes the hoppers as follows:  The sides of the house were covered with them.  They flew up like a swarm of bees at 

one’s step.  They had the most voracious appetites of any living thing.  One or two would begin on a melon, others came, 

and the melon would soon be eaten down to a shell. Onions and beets were a luxury to them, but my husband saved 

ours by turning a furrow over them.  The corn was destroyed down to the stalk and the farmers began cutting it for fod-

der.  The grasshoppers stayed so long that they destroyed the newly sowed fields of wheat.  We could get mosquito net-

ting at the time, and we had the doors and windows screened.  The netting went, like other things, down the throats of 

the pests, and I had to keep the windows closed.  It was difficult to save the clothes on the line; anything on the grass 

would surely go.  Where the hoppers went, they left destruction over the state. 

Only occasional services under Methodist auspices seem to have been held during the next few years, and these were 

conducted by visiting ministers.  During this time the courthouse was used for a meeting place, but in January, 1878, 

the county commissioners forbade its use for both religious and social gatherings. 

A new school building (the original part of the old junior high building which stood until 1939) became on Sunday a 

suitable community church, shared alternately by each of the several denominational bodies in the young and vigorous-

ly growing city.  

Formal organization came in 1878.  An item in the Ellis County Star Sentinel for April 11, 1878, reads, “Rev. B.R. Turner 
will preach at the school house next Sunday morning.  He desires to organize a Methodist Church society, all who are 
interested are cordially invited.  He will preach at the Fort in the afternoon at 3 o’clock.  Citizens are invited.” 

The following week the same paper reported these results: 

Last Sunday B.R. Turner  preached to a very respectable audience at the school house in the City at 11 a.m.  After the 

service he organized a M.E. church, with 13 members.  He  presumes there are several others who will unite before long.  

All who intend to lead a new life will find the M.E. church, like the Eagle of our Government, ever ready to afford pro-

tection to everyone.    

The original charter having been lost, it is impossible to name all of the thirteen charter members, but the following are 

believed to have been in the group: Rev. Leonard Bell and his wife, Amanda;  Mr. and Mrs. David Scovill and their 

daughter, Chloe; Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Rauch, Sr.; Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Rauch, Jr.; Mrs. Margery Ruder. 

Following organization, the new church members continued to worship in the school house, services being held every 
other Sunday until October, 1881, when they moved to the second floor of the newly-erected stone building, called the 
Kreuger Opera Hall, a building that still stands at the corner of 9th and Fort streets. 

Methodist women were active from the beginning.  The May 18, 1882 issue of the Star Sentinel reads: “The Ladies Soci-
ety of the M.E. Church will meet at their place of worship (Kreuger’s Opera Hall) North Fort Street Sunday afternoon 
and evening, May 20th.  Supper and ice cream will be served from 4 to 10 o’clock p.m.  Mrs. A Bell, Sect.” 

 

If you could bring a salad or dessert for the Campus Center’s Thursday night meal, please call the church office or 

sign up on Sunday. 
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Discipleship Vision 

Over the course of the last few months, we have had several staffing changes here at Hays FUMC. Along with 
those changes has come the question of what does our church look like in 20 years. These two things have 
helped us develop a new vision of the way we want to approach ministry. I am sure there are some questions 
about what exactly this entails, so I want to help clarify what it is that we are envisioning and share what I 
hope becomes reality as we start to carry this vision out. 

We announced a few weeks ago that my job at the church has transitioned from the Youth Director to the 
Director of Discipleship. I will still be working with the youth on the discipleship pieces of the youth pro-
gram, but I am working on bringing a few more people along side of me to help fill certain areas of youth 
ministry. My goal is to allow them space to find their own ministry at the church and allow God to challenge 
them in their certain gifts and help them experience faith in a new way. 

In a way, this is a small example of what one of our goals is at the church. I hope that in the work we do, peo-
ple are able to find their own ministry at the church and allow God to work through them. I hope they begin 
asking the question “How has God created me and what gifts and talents has he entrusted me with?” God has 
given us all gifts and talents and is waiting for us to say “Yes” to him as he asks us to use them for the king-
dom sake. I know this sounds like it is going to be just one more thing to add into an already busy schedule. I 
get it, I was there once as well. However, it isn’t. It is a shift in the way we think and instead of seeing just 
another task, we see an opportunity. We will get to all of that later down the line as this vision develops. 

A second goal that we have created is to create a church wide discipleship plan. As we sat back and looked, 
we noticed compartments of ministry instead of a ministry that flows and continues from one life point to 
another. We hope to sit down and explore the questions, what does it look like to disciple someone from 
birth until death. What does it look like to develop a lifelong disciple. We have many components to this that 
we have already come up with, but again more on that when the time is right. 

So what does this look like in the immediate future? You will notice that there will start to become more op-
portunities to serve. I want to encourage you to begin asking yourself about the talents and gifts that God has 
entrusted you with and where He is asking you to use them. Begin to prepare yourself to say yes at some 
point. That might not be this month or even this year, but allow space for that yes to come at some point. 
Something happens inside when you say yes and surrender yourself to that ask from God. He touches you in 
a way, and you experience Him in a way that you haven’t before. You begin to taste that spiritual honey that 
the writer of Hebrews talks about. He says that once you taste it, you want and desire more. 

I know this might have left more questions then answers, but this is something we are very excited about and 

about what it will do for the future of our church. As we ask the question, what does our church look like in 

20 years, we believe this will help bring clarity to that question. 

 

In February 2020, my 12-year-old neighbor, Paulina, and I sat at my kitchen table, writing 
encouraging messages on colorful note cards. We wrote things like “You are loved! Happy 
Valentine’s Day!” and “Find some joy today!” We slid the note cards—along with a few dol-
lars—into envelopes and sealed them. On the envelopes, we wrote, “If you found this, it’s 
meant for you!” 
 
Paulina hid some of the envelopes in random places at her school, and I did the same around 
town. I left them on grocery store shelves, in public restrooms, at my church, even secretly in 
a friend’s home. I happened to be around as someone found one of the envelopes. Clearly de-
lighted, the woman told her friend that she would use the money to buy a stranger’s coffee the 
next morning. 
 
I recently moved from New Jersey to Georgia, so Paulina and I are no longer neighbors. We 
both plan to continue our Pass the Love Project with a new partner this Valentine’s Day. Want 

     to join us?  
 
                                                                                                                                                                                     Shirley Uekert 

https://www.shopguideposts.org/someone-cares-greeting-cards.html
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 UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

 Saturday, February 18  Valentine Banquet  
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