1

OUTREACH
Volume 34 Issue 3

First United Methodist Church

March 24, 2022

Our world feels much different than it did the last time I wrote to you in this space. The events surrounding
Ukraine and Russia have opened dialogues that many of us hoped we would never have again. Cold war?
World War III? Nuclear weapons?
As pictures and stories from Ukraine stream from the news services we depend upon, disbelief, grief, pain,
and disillusionment confront us. In one respect, because of the miles between us, it seems far removed from
our reality. In another respect, the images of homes ravaged (that look just like our homes) and a child crying
in the bombed streets of Kyiv all alone (that could very well be one of our own children) leave us with the realization that we are all part of one humanity. Can this really be happening?
To add to the insult, I recognize now how much I have missed. I have heard of war and the slaughter of innocence throughout the years of my life, but it took this time to open me to the hard truths of a broken world. A
world where refugees flee into the security and safe sanctuary of people who lie on the other side of the border. A world where toys are left on shelves, clothes in closets, and family heirlooms on the mantle to escape
the wrath of tanks and artillery. Is this my world?
One of my favorite hymns, This Is My Song, written by Lloyd Stone and Georgia Harkness, captures my feelings today:
This is my song, O God of all the nations, a song of peace for lands afar and mine; this is my home, the country where my heart is; here are my hopes, my dreams, my holy shrine: but other hearts in other lands are
beating with hopes and dreams as true and high as mine.
My country’s skies are bluer than the ocean, and sunlight beams on cloverleaf and pine; but other lands have
sunlight too, and clover, and skies are everywhere as blue as mine: O hear my song, thou God of all the nations, a song of peace for their land and for mine.
This is my prayer, O Lord of all earth’s kingdoms: Thy kingdom come; on earth thy will be done. Let Christ
be lifted up till all shall serve him, and hearts united learn to live as one. O hear my prayer, thou God of all
the nations; myself I give thee; let thy will be done. Amen.

Holy Week Services & Events
April 10 – Palm/Passion Sunday
April 14 – Holy Thursday Service @ 7:00 in Gym
April 15 – Good Friday Service @ 7:00 in Sanctuary
April 17 – Easter Sunday w/Children’s Egg Hunt @ 9:30 on West Lawn
Pastor Craig
Please email your OUTREACH item to haysumc@hotmail.com before Sunday, April 17, 2022.
Please place the name “Outreach” in the subject line...or place your item, clearly labeled for the Outreach,in the office by Sunday, April 17. The next Outreach should be received by April 21st.
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Thanks
Thanks for helping with Operation Christmas Child. Last year
northwest Kansas packed 8,921
shoeboxes. This was an increase of 15% from the previous
year. FUMC gave 147 boxes.
The worldwide total was
10,505,155 boxes.
United Methodist
Committee on Relief–
Ukraine Response
UMCOR is in direct conversation with Methodist leadership
in Ukraine, Hungary, Poland,
Romania & Slovakia. United
Methodist Churches in these
countries are already assisting
internally displaced people and
refugees within and from
Ukraine with food, water, shelter and other needs. UMCOR
has approved grants that will
immediately strengthen these
efforts. Everything you give
will go directly to the relief effort. Please make your offering
to FUMC and mark Ukraine.
on the memo line.
INTRODUCING OUR STAFF
PROGRAM STAFF
Pastor: Pastor Craig Hauschild
Congregational Care Director, Troy Miller
Director of Music: Alexander Rome
Special Music Coordinator: Meredith Cory
Organist: Noah Erichsen
Pianist: Sharon Graham
Handbell Choir Dir., Shawn Henderson
Children’s Ministry Director: Jo Swayne
Asst. Children’s Director: Melissa Pyle
Youth Ministry Director: Matt Dumler
Outreach Editor: Wendy Beougher

SUPPORT STAFF:
Administrative Secretary: Beverly Bearley
Administrative Assistant: Wendy Beougher
Financial Secretary: Liz Harper
Childcare Director: Melissa Pyle
Building Supervisor: Joe Edwards

Sympathy
Our sincere sympathy is extended to the family & friends
of
Duane & Shirley Steffen on the
death of Duane’s nephew.
Betsy Losey on the death of her
husband, Bill, on 3-16.
Darryl Smika died on 3-17.

Congratulations
to Keith & Renee Eilts who will
celebrate their 45th wedding
anniversary on April 15.

Farewell & Best Wishes

to Sharon Carlson who has
moved to Hill City.
to Tim & Ann Crowley who
have moved to Warrensburg,
Missouri.
April Menus
April 6
Spaghetti &
meat sauce
Salad
Bread
Pudding cups
April 13
Chicken quesadillas
Carrots in cheese sauce
Bread
Dessert

Circle News
Naomi Circle met Wednesday,
March 9 at the home of Debra
McDonald. Debra & Glenna Clingingsmith served eleven members.
An upcoming event to be held Saturday, April 9 is the Spring Brunch.
Nancy Jones & Sandy Werth will
present the program, “Made with
Love, A Family History”. Naomi
Circle will serve a fruit dish to complement a variety of cakes and
breads. Members are encouraged
to share an old photo for table decorations.
United Methodist women have a
new name: United Women of Faith.
Mary Alice Brent presented the program, Pocket Prayer Quilts.
The next meeting will be held on
Wednesday, April 13 at 9:15 in the
home of Nancy Jones with Linda
Stahlman serving as co-hostess.
Roll call will be “Name something
lots of people like, but you don’t.”
The program will be presented by
Pastor Craig.
Senior WOW will be Wednesday,
April 6 at 4:00 p.m. in the chapel.
Pastor Craig will present the program,
If you would like to stay for the
meal, sign up on the clipboards
located at each entrance or call the
church office, 625-3408.

April 20
Ham and turkey subs
Potato salad
Dessert
April 27
BBQ hot dogs or pulled pork
sandwiches
Chips
Pork & beans
Cookies or cupcakes
The 27th will be the last
WOW. with a picnic at the
playground. Thanks for your
help and attendance.

Stop by the church parlor and see
the lovely Easter egg display
provided by LaVaughn Hull.
If you have a collection or items
you would like to display, please call
the church office (625-3408).
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Kids Club

Postcards are now available with all Lent/Easter events listed. On the back is a
schedule of our midweek WOW programming. Stop by the church office today
for yours and hang it on your fridge for easy reference. Don’t have a magnet?
We have one of those for you too.

New WOW classes have started with a men’s and a women’s Bible study, Youth Group, G1 & Kids Club. Join
us this Wednesday for a meal any time from 5-6, worship in the Gym from 6-6:15, then programming for all
ages 6:15-7:15. Interested in joining the bell choir or chancel choir? They also practice on Wednesdays so call
the church office if interested.
Have you tried out your RightNow Media gift? Our awesome church, with the help of our Endowment Committee, has purchased a subscription for you to have access to this amazing online media library! If you haven’t received an email invitation, contact the church office because we don’t have your information, and an invite will be sent same day. We’re already using this resource for Kids Club and Sunday School. We encourage
you to check it out for yourself! QR code & link are also on the postcard mentioned above.

With the Easter season upon us, it is imperative that you update your KidCheck account. We’ve noticed an
increase in attendance and we want to keep your child(ren) safe. While in your KidCheck account, please update the following:
· mailing address
· email address
· phone number & have you agreed to text notifications?
· guardians
· pictures of kids
· additional info about children we need to know (i.e., medical etc.)
Sunday School is still going well for Preschool-5th Grade @ 9:45-10:45 on the second floor. We have an awesome team of volunteers rotating teaching responsibilities and have split into an older and younger class.
We’re following the Deep Blue Curriculum which tracks the church calendar.
Lots of great events coming up this Lenten and Easter season. Swing by the church office for your postcard
today so you won’t miss out!
Thank you for caring about the children of our church. If you ever have questions or concerns, don’t hesitate
to contact either Melissa Pyle (whitney_melissa@hotmail.com) or Jo Swayne (jo@haysfumc.com).

UMW SPRING BRUNCH
Saturday, April 9, 2022
9:30 a.m.

“Made with Love”
All women are invited!!!
Please bring an old photo
in a frame to share and
to decorate our tables.
First United Methodist Church
Hays, Kansas
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Rachel in Eswatini
Piece by piece, my life is feeling more settled here in Eswatini. Last
week, I moved into a two bedroom apartment with a friend, and we’re so
excited for this next season in our new place.
Since the New Year, I’ve been walking in a role of staff care at Phumelela
Project,. I meet with the counseling and social work team regularly for group debrief sessions, as well as offering individual sessions as needed. The staff carries a heavy workload, counseling and supporting clients
from various backgrounds and situations. It’s truly an honor having the opportunity to walk alongside the
team and support them as they advocate for mental health in their nation.
While I enjoy working with the team at Phumelela, my heart is still to reach sex workers and others living
and working on the streets of Manzini. I’ve been building relationships with various organizations and individuals with a similar heart. It’s been so encouraging hearing what’s happening on the ground here. For
now, there’s a small team of women developing and we’re meeting monthly to pray, strategize, and learn
from each other and the community. It’s a small beginning, but I’m excited to see how the team and heart
grows throughout the year.
The current global situation is heavy. As we’re praying for the political leaders in Europe, I also invite you to
pray for the leaders in Eswatini, as the situation here remains quite tense. Please pray for the staff at
Phumelela as they advocate for mental health and healing, pray for the team of women meeting monthly,
pray for strategy and open doors for reaching the local sex industry.
Thank you for your prayers and support. As you know, my salary is completely dependent on your donations. If you’re interested you can make a monthly or one-time donation by visiting my Cause profile
(https://thecause.org/partners/nightlight-rachel/). In the U.S. checks can be made out to The Cause with
my name in the memo and sent to: The Cause, P.O. Box 130836, Carlsbad, CA 92013.
Thank you for all your support and encouragement!
Rachel
An email came in today from a friend who may have to have her son committed. That was an hour after I ran
into a friend whose family is facing eviction.
It was two days after someone else’s son died, four days after a woman from my mom’s group rushed her
husband to the ER in dire condition.
There are times when my prayer list spins out of control, when people in need multiply like the brooms
in Fantasia. Seeing so many people in crisis gets overwhelming. My heart gapes. My toes begin to dip into
the slough of despond.

And then I think, Stop. Whatever it is that God wants of me, he’s not asking me to despair.
I take a deep breath. I consciously set aside my budding sense of hopelessness. Before I utter another word,
before I offer to make someone a meal, before I do anything, I need to redirect my heart:
Lord, guide my thoughts: Keep them focused on your will.
Lord, guide my lips: Let my words be the ones you want me to speak.
Lord, guide my hands: Show me how you would have me serve.
God puts troubled people in our paths because he’s trusting us to pray and care for them as he would. That’s
an honor, not a burden.
Julia Attaway, Guideposts
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Saturday, March 26

Declare-Community Youth event at HHS

Sunday, March 27

Confirmation Sunday

Wednesday, April 6

Senior WOW—4:00 p.m., chapel

Saturday, April 9

UMW Spring Brunch, 9:30 a.m.

Sunday, April 10

Palm Sunday

Thursday, April 14

Maundy Thursday—7:00 p.m., gym

Friday, April 15

Good Friday—7:00 p.m., sanctuary

Sunday, April 17

Easter Sunday

Sunday, April 24

Camp Bake Sale

