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OUTREACH 
  Volume 31, Issue 11                             First United Methodist Church                          November 21, 2019 

Please email your OUTREACH item to haysumc@hotmail.com before Sunday, December 15, 2019. 
Please place the name “Outreach” in the subject line...or place your item, clearly  labeled for the Outreach, 
in the office by Sunday, December 15, 2019.  The next  Outreach should be received by Dec. 19. 

Thanksgiving will be coming on Thursday, November 28th, and you know what that means! (No, I don’t mean that it’s 
not almost Black Friday…) It’s ALMOST CHRISTMAS! I love the season of Advent that precedes Christmas and helps us 
to prepare for the celebration of the coming of….(wait for it; and it’s not Santa, by the way) the Christ Child! I’m so-o-o 
excited! It’s the time of year when we focus on the grace and good tidings of transformational peace and hope and love 
and joy…or at least we’re supposed to. But the reality for too many is that the seasons of Advent and Christmas are some 
of the most stressful and difficult times of the year. Instead of peace, many feel anxiety; and instead of hope, many feel 
despair; and instead of love, many feel loneliness; and instead of joy, many feel sadness. It’s w-a-a-a-y  too easy to fall 
into anxiety, despair, loneliness, and sadness when we lose sight of the Christ Child, the true ‘reason for the season’. 

You see, our culture generally prepares us for a transactional Christmas, while our Church prepares us for a 
transformational Christmas. So, what’s the difference between a transactional Christmas and a transformational 
Christmas? Well, in essence, the ideal of a transactional Christmas is to make sure we always give and get the perfect gift, 
setting us up for anxiety, despair, loneliness, and sadness; while the ideal of a Transformational Christmas affirms and 
celebrates the Christ Child, the Perfect Gift that has already been given, transforming us by his peace, hope, love, and joy. 

And Hays 1st United Methodist Church has transforming helps for each of us so that our Christmas is, indeed, more 
transformational and less transactional. 

Several of those helps are listed below: 
1. Children’s Christmas Pageant- Sunday, December 15 at the 10:45 a.m. Service 
2. All-Church Christmas Caroling- Friday, December 20 – 6:00-7:30 p.m. 
3. The Longest Night Service- Saturday, December 21 at 7:00 p.m. 
4. An ALMOST CHRISTMAS: A WESLEYAN ADVENT EXPERIENCE study and discussion group during Advent. 

I will be leading two small groups on the days and times below: 
Sundays at 9:35 a.m. in the Chapel and Wednesdays at 6:15 p.m. in Room 207 

December 1- An Altogether Peace                  November 27- An Altogether Peace 
December 8- An Altogether Hope                      December 4- An Altogether Hope 
December 15-An Altogether Love                      December 11- An Altogether Love 
December 22- An Altogether Joy                       December 18- An Altogether Joy 

So, come and be transformed this Christmas as you experience the peace, hope, love and joy of the Christ Child and his 
story. And don’t forget to invite your family and friends…it is, after all, the Perfect Gift! 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Mike 
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INTRODUCING OUR STAFF 
PROGRAM STAFF 
Pastor:  Pastor Mike Rose 
Congregational Care Director,  Troy Miller 
Director of Music:  Johnny Matlock 
Special Music Coordinator:  Meredith Cory 
Organist::  Charlotte Rathke 
Pianist:  Alexis Robinson 
Handbell Choir Director:  Shawn Henderson 
Children’s Ministry Director:  Jo Swayne 
Asst. Children’s Director:  Melissa Pyle 
Youth Ministry Director:  Matt Dumler 

Outreach Editor:  Wendy Beougher 
SUPPORT STAFF: 
Administrative Secretary:  Beverly Bearley 
Administrative Assistant:  Wendy Beougher 
Financial Secretary:  Don Forssberg 
Childcare Director:  Sandy Henningsen 
Building Supervisor:  Aaron Van Der Wege 

       Thank You 
Thank you so much for all your 
support, and for allowing me to 
share at the October 6 services.  I 
love hearing about what God is 
doing in our community.  Thank 
you for keeping me in your 
prayers, and I will continue to 
keep you in mine. 
                   Until next time, 
                   Rachel Palmberg 

 Thanks to all who helped with 
the United Methodist Campus 
Center’s Thursday night meal 
this semester:  Pat Johnson, 
Kathy Albers, Jessica Luck, 
Marilyn Wood, Jolie Green, 
Linda Palmberg, Karen Wilson, 
Vicki Kelly, Carol Purdy, Louise 
Younger, Barb Clinkscales,  
Karen Owings, Donna 
Weaverling,  Marcia Bannister, 
Evelyn Zellmer, Sheryl Blair, 
Jarilyn 
Staab, Sandy Henningsen, Jo 
Swayne, Joey Roth, Jacinda 
Johnson, Marilyn Davidson, 
Patty Nicholas,  & Wendy 
Beougher. 

           Sympathy 
Our sincere sympathy is extended 
to the family & friends of 

Earl and Sharon Carlson on the 
death of Earl’s sister, Jean 
McKim. 

Congratulations 
to our newest members, Calie & 
Trevor Sherman.  
Congratulations to Calie and 
Lincoln on their baptisms. 

to the children, youth, their 
teachers and sponsors for an 
enthusiastic and  inspiring 
worship service on Youth 
Sabbath Sunday.  Thanks to the  
musicians  for sharing their 
amazing talents. 

Please enjoy the beautiful angel 
display in the parlor curio 
cabinet.  The collection belongs to 
Betty Swanson. 

Enjoy delicious coffees and cocoa 
while supporting small farmers 
and the environment.  Fair Trade 
items are available for purchase 
in the church office. 
A perfect hostess gift or holiday 
treat. 

Max Haverfield has recorded a 
new Christmas CD.  Copies are 
available in the church office for 
$15. 

              Circle News 
Naomi Circle met Wednesday, 
November 13th in the home of 
Nancy Jones with Becky Johnson co-
hostessing.  Prayer was lifted up by 
Mary Alice Brent with devotions 
being shared by Becky  Johnson.  
Fourteen members answered a 
comical roll call of  “Over or Under”.  
Reflections of the Peddler’s Fair were 
shared.  Preparations for the Advent 
Service on Monday, December 2 
were discussed.  Ruth Briney 
presented the World Thank Offering 
program.  The next meeting will be 
held in the home of Deb McDonald 
on Wednesday, the 11th of 
December. 

Rebekah Circle met at the church 
with 12 members present.  Barbara 
Jones and LaVaughn Hull were 
hostesses.  Judy Hugh gave the 
World Thank Offering program.  A 
report was given on the sale of 
bierocks and casseroles at the 
Peddler’s Fair.  50 dozen bierocks 
were sold plus 92 casseroles bringing 
in a profit of more than $1,500.  The 
December meeting will be a 
luncheon meeting at the home of 
Judy Hugh with members providing 
the food.  Carol Purdy announced 
that there will be no general 
meetings.  The only meal meetings 
will be the Advent Smorgasbord and 
program and the Spring Brunch. 
All women of the church are invited 
to the UMW Smorsgasbord and 
Advent Program, December 2 at 
6:00 p.m. in the church dining 
room. 
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KIDS CORNER 
 What an amazing time we had at Pa’s Pumpkin Patch and Trunk or Treat last month! The weather was 
absolutely gorgeous for our church night at the Copper family farm. Unfortunately, this is the last year we’ll 
have good weather because Jeff has officially handed over the weather to me. He said he’s been in charge the 
last two years and didn’t want that responsibility anymore – lol We estimated that 175 church family 
members enjoyed the evening of fun activities, picking a pumpkin and eating hot dogs. If you haven’t yet seen 
the video created of the event, please check out the brand new  TV in the Welcome Center and our Facebook 
page. 

Trunk or Treat was a similar success, although we had to move our event inside due to extreme cold. Matt had 
a great idea of using the hallways and doorways as trunks and filing all the trick or treaters through a route 
that encompassed three floors. We had 16 “trunks” set up with games hosted by the Middle School Youth in 
the Welcome Center, along with a snack table provided by the Education team. Along with all the trunks and 
trick or treaters, we guess 200 folks were here for this fun event! Congratulations go to the High School Youth 
Girls who won the best trunk contest, voted on by our trick or treaters! 

Another big event quickly approaching is our Children’s Christmas Pageant. Casting was held on November 
13 and our performances will be on Wednesday, December 11 at WOW and Sunday, December 15 at the 10:45 
worship service. Catherine Miller has once again taken the beautiful Christmas Story and put her unique spin 
on it. A highlight in children’s ministry, you won’t want to miss the children of our church bringing the story 
of Jesus’ birth to life. 

Cookies for Camp…take two will be held on Sunday, December 15 from 9-12 in the Dining Room. Once again, 
the Children’s Advisory Board is asking at least 50 cookie bakers to provide three dozen, homemade cookies, 
any variety. If you’d like to bring more, please do!! Do not package your cookies because we will be loading 
the dining room tables with a variety of all flavors. We will also have a special table for any containing nuts, so 
please mark accordingly. Cookies welcome early! Just put them in the kitchen freezer clearly marked, Cookies 
for Camp. 

Here’s a rundown of what to expect the day of the sale. 1. We will hand you a box and plastic glove. 2. You 
shop through all the tables of cookies, selecting exactly what you want to put in your box. 3. Pay for your 
cookies. ($7/dozen or $4/half dozen) 4. Support a great cause and help send a camper to church camp! P.S. 
They also make great gifts or treats to have on hand for the holiday season and are sure to make you look 
good! 

Also in December, the Education team is hosting an All Church Caroling Event on Friday, December 20. We’ll 
meet at the church at 6:00, split into groups and head out to spread some Christmas cheer to those that can’t 
get out. We’ll reconvene at the church at 7:30 for treats and fellowship. 

Thank you for caring about the children of our church! To sign up for Remind Texts about Children’s 
Ministry, text the message @efg72 to the number 81010. If you ever have questions or concerns, don’t 
hesitate to contact either Melissa Pyle (pyle_melissa@hotmail.com) or Jo Swayne (jswayne33@gmail.com). 

Start Your Day With Thankfulness 

When you arise in the morning, 
Give thanks for the morning light, 
For your life and strength. 
Give thanks for your food, and the joy of living 
If you see no reason for giving thanks, the fault lies with yourself. 

Tecumseh, Shawnee Chief 

KIDS CORNER 
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Mission Notes 
John 13:34-35 
A new command I give you: Love one another.  As I have loved you so must you love one another.   By this 
all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another. 

The purpose of the Missions Committee at First United Methodist Church is to identify the needs of others, 
and to address those needs through ministry. During this season of Thanksgiving and Christmas, there are 
several mission opportunities for us, as a church, to actively support. 

November 1 will kick off the holiday focus on the Food Pantry at Hays High School. We hope to fill the 
shelves in the parlor with food and necessary items for families to have when school is not in session. 
Items will be delivered December 8 before the school winter break. The theme this year is “Everybody 
Wins When the Sacks are Full”.  Needed food items for the Hays High School Pantry 

      Cereal Pop Tarts 
      Canned chicken & chicken helper Fruit snacks 
      Canned tuna & tuna helper Cheez-its 
      Macaroni & cheese cups Canned vegetables 
      Fruit cups Ramen noodles 

2. First United Methodist Church is a collection point for pop tabs given to the Ronald McDonald House of 
Wichita. These tabs are recycled and funds are used to support families who cannot afford to donate the 
$15.00 per night to the houses. No one is turned away, so the money from the tabs helps defray operational 
costs for the house. 

3. Finally, the mission team wants you to know that as a church we support both national and international 
missionaries in funding and prayer. For more information check out the missions board in the parlor. 

to the following Hays Area Merchants for their donation to this 
years Peddler’s Fair gift card basket on the silent auction table: 
Gella’s Gutch’s Golden Q 
Vernie’s Thirsty’s Jalisco’s 
JD’s Pizza Hut McDonald’s 
Taco Shop  Wendy’s Whiskey Creek 
Precision Valley   Smoky Hill CC  Papa Murphy’s  

                                                                     Centennial Lanes 

Being Thankful for Each New Challenge 

Be thankful that you don’t already have everything you desire, if you did, what would there be to look forward to? 
Be thankful when you don’t know something, for it gives you the opportunity to learn. 
Be thankful for the difficult times, during those times you grow. 
Be thankful for your limitations, because they give you opportunity for improvement. 
Be thankful for each new challenge, because it will build your character. 
Be thankful for your mistakes , for they will teach you valuable lessons. 
Be thankful when you’re tired and weary, because it means you’ve made a difference. 
It is easy to be thankful for the good things, 
a life of rich fulfillment comes to those who are also thankful for the setbacks. 
Gratitude can turn a negative into a positive. 
Find a way to be thankful for your troubles and they become your blessings. 

Anonymous 
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We Are Better Together 

Since the time I was given the honor and responsibility of being a delegate for the Hays FUMC to the Great 
Plains Annual Conference, I have had six people confide in me about their experience with the issue of sexual 
orientation.  These conversations have opened my eyes to the “out of sight, out of mind” attitude we have 
taken to a very common situation; one that we can no longer deny nor ignore. 

These people have “confessed” to me that their grown son is gay, their aunt is lesbian, or their grandchild is 
attracted to the same sex.  Then they usually say something like “I was always taught that homosexuality is a 
sin.  But I cannot accept that now because I know my son, (my aunt, my grandchild) had no choice and 
he/she is a good Christian person and I love him/her. 

Then the confider usually describes the treatment the LGBTQ relative has encountered.  Sometimes they are 
strongly supported by family, friends, church and school and sometimes they endure harsh treatment making 
their lives miserable.  As a queer young person, they often pondered or attempted suicide. 

One older man revealed to me that his grandson was transgender.  His belief was that his grandson was born 
that way.  His grandson had no choice.  Then with tears in his eyes, he explained how terrible the situation 
was and that no one would purposely decide to change from one sex to another without very compelling 
biological and psychological urges. 

What I have learned is that many people I know are dealing with the LBGTQ issue.  Statistics state that about 
4% of males are homosexuals.  That is one in twenty five.  That means that whether we will admit it or not, all 
of us are involved in keeping the closet door closed or we are involved in letting the light of acceptance shine. 

It is apparent to me after several of these heart wrenching conversations, that family members of gays, 
transgenders and others have had with me, that closed minds can become informed, closed hearts can learn 
to care, and closed doors can be opened to God’s children, 

Recently I talked to a couple that attended Hays FUMC for many years.  They considered themselves to be 
conservative.  When they told their Sunday School class that one of their adult sons was gay and was married 
to another man, they were looking for acceptance and support for a difficult situation for them.  They loved 
their son.  They knew early in his life that he was gay.  He was raised in our church.  They supported him 
through the bullying and suicidal thoughts he endured.  This couple, who needed understanding and love 
from their Christian family, received no support.  They no longer attend our church. 

We, as members of Hays FUMC, need to agree to disagree because WE ARE BETTER TOGETHER.  You may 
think that you cannot love an LGBTQ person, but you should be able to love the person who loves the LGBTQ 
person.  Someday that may be you. 

Somewhere in the distance, great minds are formulating choices for the United Methodist Church global 
denomination.  When the choices are fleshed out, we, as a local church, will have some decisions to make.  So 
we need to do this together through difficult and emotional conversations.  Apparently, we have until the 
spring of 2020 to decide who we are and who we want to be as a body of Christ. 

I feel that we at Hays FUMC are far apart on the issues relating to human sexuality.  We need to learn to 
disagree in a loving manner.  We need to agree to disagree because WE ARE BETTER TOGETHER. 

I would invite you to write an article for the next OUTREACH if you disagree with my observations and 
opinions.  Please describe how you feel about the future of Hays FUMC.  Will we agree to disagree or will we 
be split? 

  Armin Kelly, Lay Delegate 
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    Upcoming Events 

Wednesday, November 27 No WOW 
Sunday, December 1 Confirmation Class begins 
Monday, December 2 UMW Smorgasbord 
Sunday, December 8 Christmas pageant dress rehearsal 
Wednesday, December 11, WOW Childrens’ Christmas pageant 
Sunday, December 15 Childrens’ Christmas pageant 

Cookies for Camp 
Thursday, December 19 American Red Cross Blood Drive 
Saturday, December 21 Longest Night Service
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