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  Volume 32, Issue 10                             First United Methodist Church                        October 22, 2020 

Please email your OUTREACH item to haysumc@hotmail.com before Sunday, November  15, 2020 
Please place the name “Outreach” in the subject line...or place your item, clearly  labeled for the Outreach, 
in the office by  Sunday, November 15, 2020.  The next  Outreach should be received by Nov. 22. 

Greetings in the Name of Christ! 
In what is called the ‘Great Discourse’ of Jesus in John’s gospel, Jesus assures his disciples, then and 

now, saying, “I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will have 
tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.” (John 16:13)  And his disciples, along with the rest 
of the world, are going through a time of tribulation. Some are calling it “pandemic fatigue”; others are 
simply tired of life with the restrictions and want life to return to what ‘normal’ used to be, but the reality is 
clear: Covid is here and we must remain vigilant to protect ourselves and others. But life goes on, and so does 
our careful planning as we move forward during these unprecedented days with church activities. Below are a 
list of things that are happening at this church that are safe and exciting! 
Sunday Worship Services continue in-person, on-line, on Radio KAYS, Eagle Channel 14. 
At 8:30 and 10:45 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., you can worship in-person or participate in our services by logging on 
to the Hays 1st website or on FaceBook Live.  At 10:45 a.m., you can listen to our service on Radio KAYS or 
watch on Eagle Channel 14. 
Sunday School will continue both in-family units and on-line. 
At 9:35 a.m. on Sunday mornings, go to the Gym for in-person Family Sunday School or call the church office 
to get a link for the Sunday mornings or Wednesday evenings 
Wednesday, October 28 will bring ‘Trunk or Treat’ on the Church Grounds. 
“Trunks” will be socially distanced but ready for our young trick or treaters to receive a treat via some 
interesting means…Come and enjoy! 
Hays District Worship Celebration on Sunday, November 1st at 3:00 p.m. 
District Superintendent, Rev. Don Hasty will preach and Hays 1st members will lead worship that will be 
broadcast throughout the Hays District. A Forum Panel will close with a Q & A on the Hays District 
Networks. 
A “New” Study and Sermon Series Begins: Enough: Discovering Joy… in a Pandemic 
We have done this study before, but the Covid 19 Pandemic brings new insights to the Study and Sermon 
Series. I hope you’ll participate on ZOOM on Sunday morning or Wednesday evenings. 
Youth Yard Signs 
Yard signs proliferate Hays, usually proclaiming and promoting one political candidate or another, but 
THESE yard signs are different, because they proclaim and promote love, peace, joy, kindness, prayer, and 
trust in God… and carry our church name and Cross and Flame. For a $10 donation, the Youth will place a 
sign in your yard or in someone’s yard who needs a spiritual lift! Call the church office for details. 

And as always, we will wear masks, socially distance and have hand sanitizer for all events…I know, I 
know things are different now, but don’t despair over this present tribulation… you see, Jesus still assures us 
to “take heart; I have overcome the world.” May he overcome the world and the tribulations in your life and 
grant you peace. 

Grace and Peace, 
Pastor Mike 
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INTRODUCING OUR STAFF 
PROGRAM STAFF 
Pastor:  Pastor Mike Rose 
Congregational Care Director,  Troy Miller 
Director of Music:  Johnny Matlock 
Special Music Coordinator:  Meredith Cory 
Organist:  Sarah Wyse 
Pianist:  Luis Reyes 
Handbell Choir Dir., Shawn Henderson 
Children’s Ministry Director:  Jo Swayne 
Asst. Children’s Director:  Melissa Pyle 
Youth Ministry Director:  Matt Dumler 

Outreach Editor:  Wendy Beougher 
SUPPORT STAFF: 
Administrative Secretary:  Beverly Bearley 
Administrative Assistant:  Wendy Beougher 
Financial Secretary:  Don Forssberg 
Childcare Director:  Melissa Pyle 
Building Supervisor:  Joe Edwards 

                 Thanks 

Thanks to Phil Stahlman for 
completing many electrical 
projects around the church. 

Thanks to Betty Swanson for 
sharing her beautiful angel 
collection in the parlor cabinet. 

Thank you very much for the 
90th birthday cards & calls. 
                  Lester Look 

October is Pastor Appreciation 
Month.  Thanks to Pastor Mike 
and Troy, Theresa, Ben & Sarah 
for the difference they make in 
the ministry of Hays First. 

Love Your Neighbor masks are 
available in the church office. 

The 2020 Peddler’s Fair has 
been cancelled. 

Stop by the church office to pick 
up Fair Trade cocoa mix or 
baking cocoa. 

           Sympathy 
Our sincere sympathy is extended 
to the family & friends of 

Greg, Deirdre & Brian Hoover on 
the death of Greg’s mother, 
Wilma, who died on 
September 26h. 

Max Brewer who died on 
September 28th. 

Aubrey Bostwick who died 
October 7th. 

Gary Beydler who died October 
9th.  Condolences to Athenna 
Moore. 

Virginia Quigley died October 
18th. 

Congratulations 
to Madison Prough and Trenton 
Henningsen who were married 
October 10th.  Sandy & Russ 
Henningsen are parents. 

to Norman & MaryLou Clark 
who joined  October 18th. 

to Abbey & Charlie Stieben on the 
birth of Griffen Harold Stieben on 
October 13.  Grandparents are  
Darren & Angie Stieben and 
Marla & Kevin Homburg. 
  

       

The Loving Hands/Loving 
Hearts prayer shawl ministry 
received this note from a shawl 
recipient. The prayer was written 
for the congregation, so we wanted 
to share it with you. 

Prayer shawls are made and given 
to those who are in need. We have 
been told by many that the shawls 
make them feel comforted & warm, 
like a hug has surrounded them. 

Bless you all. My gift to you is my 
prayer to all of your congregation. 

Dear Heavenly Father: 
I ask you to bless each person 
today. You know each need, each 
desire of their hearts. You are all 
they need! Let them each see how 
wonderful you are, how powerful 
you are, how you are working out 
things for their good. They are all 
covered by your blood, by you. You 
are their blessed hope. Cover them 
all with your hand of protection 
and joy and peace. 

In your precious, holy divine name 
we pray. Amen 

The Ellis County Landfill is no 
longer accepting alkali batteries 
for recycling so batteries will no 
longer be collected at the church. 

Below you will find the registration 
link for the District Conference 
& Worship.  Advance 
Registration is required!
This event is taking place on 
Sunday, November 1, at 3:00 
p.m. 
Once a person registers, they will 
receive a confirmation email 
containing information about how 
to join the webinar on the day. 
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/
WN_wpM63AAdQeWglTYttF7pbA --- 
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Fall is here in all its colorful glory! Activities are finally underway for WOW and we sure hope you’ve been 
able to attend the first two; FUMC night at Pa’s Pumpkin Patch and Outside WOW Worship/Mission night. 
Be sure to check out our FB page and website for pictures of our church family in fellowship and action. 

Our “Learning to Use My Bible” Sunday School class has been well attended, with eleven families connecting 
with each other and their Bibles. The younger kiddos are having a blast during Sunday School and recently 
headed outside for a lesson on Moses and the burning bush. 

NEEDED: People to decorate a trunk, table or chair for our quickly approaching Social Distanced Trunk or 
Treat on Wednesday, October 28 from 5:30-7 p.m. We will be distancing all of the trunks utilizing the entire 
North parking lot, West lawn and even the parking spaces on the South and East side of the church to create a 
safe space for trick or treaters. In order to map out our one-way route, we need you to let the church know if 
you’d like to participate so we can give you a spot. We also encourage you to find a creative way to give out 
treats. How about a 6’ PVC pipe to slide candy through? Or a fishing pole? Have fun and be safe. We are also 
accepting any treat donations. This is a great way to make lemonade out of lemons this crazy year so we’d love 
for our whole church family to participate. 

Guess what??? Our playground equipment has been delivered!! This is the last project of our 2014 Capital 
Campaign drive. SO very excited to have a brand-new playground and safe space for all the children of our 
church very soon! Things are looking up!! Melissa Pyle (pyle_melissa@hotmail.com) & Jo Swayne 
(jswayne33@gmail.com). 

Circles of Prayer 

Have you worried, like I have, that our day-to-day worlds would become smaller, less vital, even 
claustrophobic during the pandemic?  In my pre-Covid life, prayer consisted of three concentric circles: I 
prayed for the inner circle of my friends and family; then for those in my larger social orbit; and finally for the 
sick and poor and embattled of the whole wide world, but almost in vague and general terms. 
Now I pray also for the masked and gloved cashier ringing up my groceries.  I pray for all the essential 
workers, people I never paid much mind to before, risking their lives to keep my city going.  I pray for those 
who live alone and wonder if they might die without ever again touching, or being touched by another human 
being.  I worry about the group of teenagers, roughhousing with each other in front of the pizza joint, far too 
close.  And of course, the legion of  teachers and healthcare workers whose commitment places them in the 
jaws of danger every day. 
For the first time in my life, I pray for individual towns and cities, for states and countries that no longer seem 
like mere dots on a map.  My accountant’s wife died last week in Long Island.  My friend’s brother in Seattle 
had a Covid-related stroke.  My former student’s mother is on a ventilator. 
The advent of Covid-19 has not made my world smaller-it’s been made larger by the circles of prayer widening 
out into the world.  We may be socially distant from each other and that could continue for a long while, but 
we don’t have to be spiritually distant.  Our hearts never have to shelter in place. 

God, thank you for the opportunity in this time of crisis to become more connected to each other and to you. 

Kimberly Elkins, Guideposts 

KIDS CORNER 
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OPPORTUNITY TO LEARN: Free from Great Plains Conference of the United Methodist Church 

“At the Threshold” is a podcast for ministry leaders during this new, unsettled season in the life of the 
Church. 

Join hosts the Revs. Ashlee Alley Crawford and Shelly Petz (daughter of Bob and Sheryl Cox) as they host 
conversation with and for clergy and laity, in order to describe what’s happening, ask questions to help us get 
“unstuck,” and encourage the heart of pastors and leaders in this liminal time in which we find ourselves. 

Liminal may be a new word. But a new season calls for a new word. Liminal means a threshold from what 
we’ve always known to … well, we don’t know just yet what life and ministry is becoming. The hosts’ goal is 
to find a little light at the threshold. 

The next event is scheduled for Thursday, October 29, 2020 at 10:30 AM, and lasts for an hour. Persons must 
enroll to participate in the live Zoom event, and there is no fee. The speaker is Leah Schade and she is 
speaking on her book Preaching in the Purple Zone; Ministry in the Red-Blue Divide. Steps will be outlined 
for a “Sermon - Dialog - Sermon” technique. The episode will also be archived for later viewing or on podcast. 

To register, go to the Great Plains website https://www.greatplainsumc.org and type “at the threshold” in the 
search box. Instructions for enrollment will be found by scrolling the post.  

The format is via Zoom. Registrants will receive an e-mail response with the site access invitation 
highlighted. That will include a link to click on at the time to join the Zoom meeting. 

If that time does not work for you, subscribe or follow for easier listening opportunities on the following 
platforms: -Apple Podcasts or - Podbean. Look for “At the Threshold.” 

These sessions are designed to carefully and critically examine our church and our culture in this time when 
things are new. Thoughts and suggestions are crafted to give hope and offer possibilities. 

ENGAGING IN THE ELECTORAL PROCESS 
“While declaring our ultimate allegiance is to God, Scripture recognizes that faithfulness to God requires 
political engagement by the people of God.” (United Methodist Book of Resolutions, #5012) 
Just as we pursue change by advocating for just policies, so too we are called to faithfully engage in the 
electoral process. Elections provide an opportunity for us to put our faith into action by engaging candidates, 
encouraging participation, selecting representatives, and voting on ballot initiatives. 

VOTING RESPONSIBILITIES 
“The strength of a political system depends upon the full and willing participation of its citizens.” (United 
Methodist Social Principles, P164.B) 
Voting can be an act of faith. Voting for policies and individuals that uphold our shared values of justice and 
peace is one way Christians can work for a world that more closely resembles the one God desires for us. With 
this ability to impact change comes responsibility. 

1. A responsibility to actually vote 

2. A responsibility to be informed 

Our United Methodist Social Principles state: “The form and the leaders of all governments should be 
determined by exercise of the right to vote guaranteed to all adult citizens.” (United Methodist Social 
Principles, P164.B). 
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LOCATION OF POLLING PLACES IN ELLIS COUNTY, KANSAS 
EAST BIG CREEK TWP…………... (EBC) St Nicholas Church, 2901 E 13th St, Hays 
NORTH BIG CREEK TWP………… (NBC) St Nicholas Church, 2901 E 13th St, Hays 
WEST BIG CREEK TWP………….. (WBC) St Nicholas Church, 2901 E 13th St, Hays 
BUCKEYE TWP ……………………… (BU) St Nicholas Church, 2901 E 13th St, Hays 
CATHERINE TWP …………………… (CA) St Nicholas Church, 2901 E 13th St, Hays 
NORTH LOOKOUT TWP .. (LO WARD 1 PCT 01) St Nicholas Church, 2901 E 13th St., Hays 
WHEATLAND TWP ………………… (WH) St Nicholas Church, 2901 E 13th St, Hays 
SOUTH LOOKOUT TWP… (LO WARD 1 PCT 02) St Nicholas Church, 2901 E 13th St, Hays 

FREEDOM TWP……………………… (FR) VFW Hall, 204 E Main St, Victoria 
HERZOG TWP……………………….. (HE) VFW Hall, 204 E Main St, Victoria 
VICTORIA TWP ...................................(VI) VFW Hall, 204 E Main St, Victoria 

ELLIS TWP .........................................(EL) VFW Hall, 813 Jefferson, Ellis 
ELLIS CITY—1 ST WARD ....(2E WARD 1 PCT 01) VFW Hall, 813 Jefferson, Ellis 

HAYS CITY—1 ST WARD, 1ST PREC Ellis County Meeting Room, 601 Main St, Hays 
HAYS CITY—1 ST WARD, 2nd PREC Ellis County Meeting Room, 601 Main St, Hays 
HAYS CITY—2 nd WARD, 1ST PREC VFW Hall, 2106 Vine St, Hays 
HAYS CITY—2 nd WARD, 2ND PREC VFW Hall, 2106 Vine St, Hays 
HAYS CITY—2 nd WARD, 3rd PREC VFW Hall, 2106 Vine St, Hays 
HAYS CITY—2 nd WARD, 4th PREC VFW Hall, 2106 Vine St, Hays 
HAYS CITY—2 nd WARD, 5th PREC VFW Hall, 2106 Vine St, Hays 
HAYS CITY—3 rd WARD, 1ST PREC St. Michael’s Episcopal Church, 2900 Canal Blvd, Hays 
HAYS CITY—3 rd WARD, 2nd PREC St. Michael’s Episcopal Church, 2900 Canal Blvd, Hays 
HAYS CITY—3 rd WARD, 3rd PREC Smoky Hill Country Club, 3303 Hall St, Hays 
HAYS CITY—3 rd WARD, 4th PREC Smoky Hill Country Club, 3303 Hall St, Hays 
HAYS CITY—4 th WARD, 1ST PREC Hays Recreation Center, 1105 Canterbury Dr, Hays 
HAYS CITY—4 th WARD, 2nd PREC Sternberg Museum, 3000 Sternberg Dr, Hays 
HAYS CITY—4 th WARD, 3rd PREC Hays Recreation Center, 1105 Canterbury Dr, Hays 
HAYS CITY—4 th WARD, 4th PREC Sternberg Museum, 3000 Sternberg Dr, Hays 
HAYS CITY—4 th WARD, 5th PREC Hays Recreation Center, 1105 Canterbury Dr, Hays 

October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month 
October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month and a great opportunity to learn more about domestic 
violence.  For example, did you know 1 in 4 women and 1 in 7 men experience domestic violence in their 
lifetimes?  Some communities are more affected by abuse and experience more barriers to safety because of 
race, age, faith, class, immigration status, language, physical ability, gender, or sexual orientation.  
Domestic violence is abuse that can be verbal, emotional, physical, financial, sexual or spiritual.  We’d like 
to think it doesn’t happen in our congregation, but the truth is that domestic violence happens in every 
congregation. 

Experiences of abuse can be difficult to talk about, and that explains why we often haven’t heard about it.  
We all have a critical role to play in supporting survivors of abuse, so we all need to learn more about how 
to help.  Please talk to your friends and others in your congregation about your ideas, and contact our local 
domestic violence services agency, Options Domestic & Sexual Violence Services at 800-794-
4624 for more information or visit their website at www.help4abuse.org. 

If you are in immediate danger, call 911.  If you or someone you know may be experiencing 
domestic violence, call the Options Domestic & Sexual Violence Services 24-Hour Helpline 
at 800-794-4624 any time day or night.  If you cannot speak on the phone and need confidential 
services, 
you can also text “HOPE” to 847411 and live text with an Advocate. 

For resources about faith & domestic violence, visit http://www.interfaithpartners.org/dvfaith. 
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Virtual Church 
What a year it’s been, right? I know, I am not the first to say that to you and I certainly won’t be the 

last.  I am not going to begin to list the number of things this year has thrown at us, I don’t think you want 
that reminder. What I will say is this: I am absolutely blown away at our ability to adapt. I think we have 
surprised even ourselves at the things we have been able to do.  If I would have told you a year ago that the 
primary attendance of our church would be happening virtually through one platform or another, I think most 
of us would have checked out of the conversation and begun telling ourselves how we don’t know technology 
enough, and don’t want to know technology enough, to make that happen. While I know there are still some of 
you out there that aren’t comfortable with this yet, I want to encourage you to keep your head up and keep 
trying. 

With that said, I wanted to run you through the different virtual options our church has to view our 
service and keep up with the happenings of the church. The first, and most widely used platform we use is our 
Facebook Page.  You can find us under Hays First United Methodist Church.  If you go to that page and follow 
and like it, you will be greeted with all the latest happenings of the church when you log into your account.  
This is also our main streaming platform for our Sunday services. You can find both our morning and evening 
services through our Facebook page.  If you don’t have a Facebook account, you can go to Google, type in our 
church and click on the link that comes up.  You don’t have to have a Facebook account to view the things on 
our page. 

The second place you can find our recorded services is through our YouTube Channel.  The name of 
our Channel is HaysUMYF.  We upload all of our services to this channel.  You will not be able to watch it live 
as we don’t livestream to this page.  However, you can find all the content we upload to it. 

The third place to stay connected is our webpage.  You can find us at haysfumc.com.  There is a link on 
the home page to our live streams.  If you click on the link, you will be able to view the livestreams as they are 
happening. This is a brand new feature that rolled out this past Sunday. Our Sunday morning 10:45 service 
can be found live there as well as our Sunday evening 5:00 service.  The last live video will remain on the 
website if nothing is live. If you wish to find a different service, click on the link and it will take you to our 
YouTube page where you will find our previously recorded services and other content we upload. 
The last virtual option we have is through our app. In order to get on the app, go to the app store on your 
phone.  Download the blue Tithe.ly app.  Then open the app. It will have you search for a church.  Type in 
Hays First United Methodist Church and you are all set.  You will only have to go through this process the first 
time you open the app. After that, when you open the app, it will take you to our church. Through our app, 
you can view our calendar, give online, receive push notifications, read the Bible and so much more. I 
encourage you to take some time and go through the app to find all of the exciting features we have. 

If none of those are up your alley, you may view our service on Channel 14 on Sunday mornings at 
10:45 or listen to us on the radio on KAYS 1400 AM or 94.3 FM. 

Whatever virtual option you choose, we want to encourage you to do so with friends.  We have been 
encouraging people to invite a friend or two to their house to participate in church with them.  The one thing 
that we can’t offer online but is so vital to the life of the church is fellowship. We grow together, we need each 
other.  Start your own group or call up the church and we will help connect you with someone. 
Continued on page 7. 
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Virtual Church 
Continued from page 6 
Just a word of caution as I close this out.  I know right now virtual church is the best option for many 

of us.  However, don’t get to comfortable with it.  There will be a time when it is safe to come back and you will 
be reminded of how comfortable and convenient it is to stay at home and watch church in your pajamas as 
you eat your breakfast.  Scripture reminds us time and time again how we are to fellowship with each other 
and support each other.  That vital aspect of church is in danger of going away if we choose convenience and 
comfort over church in the building together. 

Church, stay strong.  Persevere.  We will get through this together.  In the meantime, find the option 
that works best for you and join us back here just as soon as you can. 

Matt Dumler 

First Step Housing – Update 

How can we as a church family help prevent homelessness in our community? First Call for Help’s First Step 
Housing Program is the answer. First Call for Help is constructing a living quarters within their building at 
607 E 13th Street in Hays. Their plan is to provide temporary housing to families in Ellis County that are 
struggling with homelessness, but who are committed to working towards overcoming the obstacles they face 
in securing permanent housing. In addition to temporary housing, these families will receive help with other 
skills needed to make the transition to permanent housing a success. Truly a hand up for those in need in our 
community. 

The Endowment Committee of the church has approved $12,500 in matching funds that will match giving by 
the congregation to this project. The intent is to provide $25,000 in funding towards this worthwhile project 
from the people of Hays First United Methodist Church. To date approximately $8,000 has been given by the 
congregation towards this project. The finish line is in sight. Please prayerfully consider if you might be able 
to help in reaching this goal. If the answer is yes, designate your gift to the church for First Step Housing. 
Together we can change lives in our community. 

Greg Daughhetee, Endowment Committee Chair 

Spread Cheer & Kindness 

Tired of political signs?  Spread some cheer and kindness in your neighborhood.  As a fundraiser, the youth 
are selling yard signs for $10.  There are two signs available, A or B.  Call the church office to order a sign.  You 
can pick it up or have it delivered.  The signs are also available after worship services. 

A—Pray    Wait     Trust B—Faith     Hope     Love 

      Love Without Limits                   Spread Kindness 
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    Upcoming Events 

 
Weather permitting 
Wednesday, October 28, 5:30-7:00 Socially distanced trunk or treat 

 
Sunday, November 1, 3:00 p.m. Hays District Worship Service 

(in person & on-line) 

Monday, November 2, noon—6:00 p.m. Red Cross Blood Drive 
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