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Please email your OUTREACH item to haysumc@hotmail.com before Sunday, October 18 , 2020 
Please place the name “Outreach” in the subject line...or place your item, clearly  labeled for the Outreach, 
in the office by  Sunday, October 18, 2020.  The next  Outreach should be received by Oct. 22. 

Greetings in the Name of Christ! 

Sandwiched in the latter part of the New Testament, in between The Letter to the Hebrews and the Letters of Peter, is a 
very short, but powerful epistle written by “James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ”. Over the years, some 
Biblical scholars believed that the author of the Letter of James may have been one of the two disciples of Jesus named 
James, either James, the son of Zebedee or James, the son of Alphaeus. However, other scholars believe that it was 
possibly written by James the Just, the brother of Jesus in the first century, possibly as early as 50-55 c.e. Others believe 
it was written much later, in the second or third century and attributed to James the Just, using some of his writings in 
the letter. Regardless, it stands as a powerful epistle, challenging followers of Christ to be “doers of the word, not merely 
hearers who deceive themselves.” (James 1:22) And speaking of those ‘doers or hearers’ to whom it was addressed, James 
identified them as “The twelve tribes in Dispersion”, a phraseology which bears receivership to the early Jewish 
Christians scattered far and wide, and the struggles they encountered as followers of Jesus in cultures that had values 
and world views that were in stark contrast to the Judeo-Christian values set about by Jesus and the Jewish culture of 
Jerusalem. 

Martin Luther, in his Preface to the New Testament, was unimpressed with James, dismissing it as “an epistle of straw”. 
However, John Wesley, the founder of Methodism, found James’ Letter to be foundational for the Christian faith and life. 
According  to the Wesley Study Bible, Wesley saw that when James wrote his letter, “That grand pest of Christianity, a 
faith without works was spread far and wide; filling the Church with a ‘wisdom from beneath’, which was ‘earthly, 
sensual, devilish’ and which gave rise, not only to rash judging and evil speaking, but to ‘envy, strife, confusion, and every 
evil work’”. (Wesley’s Sermon 61: “The Mystery of Iniquity” paragraph 19). Further, Wesley believed that the Letter of 
James “heightened the emphasis on Christian identity borne out of a concern with the hardships of life as pilgrims in a 
foreign land.” 

Fast forward 275 years and I am amazed at how far we have not come. Evangelists today often preach primarily of a 
‘personal relationship with Jesus’ to assure our salvation, with little regard to actually following the One who said 
“Follow me.” James, in his letter to those early Christians who were feeling like strangers in a strange land, speaks 
directly and direct to those of us who feel the same way: like strangers in a strange land. His last sentence in what we 
know as the first chapter of his epistle, states, “Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to care 

for the orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world.” (James 1:27) 

If you’re feeling like the world- and especially our culture- is spinning out of control and has lost its way, I want to invite 
you to be a part of one of the two “James: Put Your Faith to Work” ZOOM classes I am leading, one at 6:15 p.m. on 
Wednesday and another at 9:40 a.m. on Sunday morning. To do so, simply call the church office and we will email the 
link to you. You will need a computer, cell phone or tablet to participate, but the ZOOM process is easy and fun! 

I hope to see you on Wednesday evening or Sunday morning!    

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Mike 
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Help Lester Look celebrate his  
90th birthday on October 6th 
with a card shower.   Greetings 
can be sent to Lester at 
504 W. 31st.     

The Ellis County Landfill is no 
longer accepting alkali 
batteries for recycling so 
batteries will no longer be 
collected at the church. 

Dear Members of the First 
United Methodist Church, 
“Giving is not just about making 
a donation, it’s about making a 
difference.”   Thank you so 
much for your generous 
donation of $400 to Backpacks 
For Kids!  I was excited to 
receive it so I can purchase 
more school supplies and 
backpacks for next year! 
Thanks also to those of you who 
have donated school supplies.  I 
know this year was difficult  
collecting supplies at the church 
with the COVID.   
              Laura Shoaff 
              First Call For Help 
Hel 
First Call For Help 

           Sympathy 
Our sincere sympathy is extended 
to the family & friends of 

Shirley Green on the death of her 
son, Craig, on August 20th. 

Sandy, Briana & Alex  Aldrich on 
the death of  Sandy’s mother, 
Margie Mueller, on September 
9th. 

Susan & Harvey Jansonius on the 
death of Susan’s uncle, 
Richard Baughman, on 
September 9th. 

John, Hayes and Hayley Charles 
on the death of Evan on 
September  10th. 

The 2020 Peddler’s Fair has been 
cancelled. 

The Chancel Choir is coming 
back.  They need your voice. 
Rehearsals are on Wednesdays at 
7:15 in the Sanctuary.  The choir 
will wear  masks and social 
distance. 

If  you could bring a salad or 
dessert to the United Methodist 
Campus Center’s  Thursday night 
meal, please call the church office 
(625-3408).  Three more people 
are needed. 

       

Covid Comments 

At the store there was a big X by the 
register for me to stand on….I’ve 
seen too many Road Runner 
cartoons to fall for that one. 

The dumbest thing I’ve ever 
purchased was a 2020 planner. 

The buttons on my jeans have 
started social distancing from each 
other. 

If I had only known in March it 
would be my last time in a 
restaurant, I would have ordered 
dessert. 

I never thought the comment “I 
wouldn’t touch him/her with a 6 
foot pole” would become a national 
policy, but here we are! 

Congratulations 

to Jonah Joseph Moritz, son of 
Adam & Kylie , who was baptized 
August 22.  Mike & Laura  
Gaughan are grandparents. 

to Jacob Gaughan and Brooke 
Forinash who were married 
August 29th. 

to the second graders who have 
received their Bibles: 

Kyra Brown 
Byron Burns 
Racquel Clingingsmith 
Grayson Decker 
Lauryn Goodale 
Ryleigh Kuehl 
Cailynn Luck 
Jerzy McMurtrie 
Makayla Parke 
Anderson Reed 
Theodore Reed 
Landon Thomas 
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EIGHT of our twelve 2nd Graders have already received their Bibles and many have joined their families for 
the “Learning to Use My Bible” Sunday School class! The Education team thought a family class might be a 
great way to ease people back into Sunday School during these crazy times. So far EIGHT families are 
participating. The great news is….we’re just getting started and have at least eight empty tables in the gym 
waiting for your family to fill them! This family class will meet 9:30-10:30 Sunday mornings until November. 
We’re working through an educational, hands on curriculum and even have resources for youth and adult 
participants. 

If you have younger children, we have an awesome teaching team that will take your Preschool-1st Graders 
upstairs during the SS hour and the Nursery is available for our youngest attendees!   Now you really don’t 
have an excuse because we have a spot for everyone. 

If you haven’t tried The Gathering yet and have been meaning too….join us Sundays from 5:00-6:00 in the 
gym. We do have something for the children during the discussion time and even have a Nursery available for 
those who can’t sit through a Christian video. 

The Education team will meet on September 28 to discuss options for WOW (Worship on Wednesdays). 
Please check our website, Facebook, email and text for the latest information. 

If you are not on the FUMC Kids Remind text group, please text the message @efg72 to the number 81010. 

Now is the time to update your KidCheck account. You can download the app to your phone and make any 
changes, including updated pictures of your kiddos. You can also go online to www.kidcheck.com. 

Things are looking up church family! It’s SO exciting to see kids and their families in Sunday School and 
services! Ms. Melissa and I have been eagerly awaiting your return and ready to keep digging in His Word and 
His Promises. Praying for a safe and healthy return to some normal church activities!    

With Hope… Melissa Pyle (pyle_melissa@hotmail.com) & Jo Swayne (jswayne33@gmail.com). 

Youth vs Church Softball Game 

I want to take a few moments to invite you to come join us Sunday, September 27 for our 2nd annual 
Youth vs Church softball game.  Things will look a little bit different, but hey, what doesn't.  

The game will be held at the Bickle Schmidt Sports complex on the 183 Bypass out by the college.  We 
will begin at 4:00 with a little worship led by our praise band.  The game will follow.  

We will not be offering a meal this year, but we invite you to bring a sack lunch or picnic lunch and come 
cheer on your favorite player.  We also welcome all to join us on the field.  There is no one too young or too 
old to play.  

I hope you consider coming out and enjoying a great evening of fellowship and softball this coming Sunday, 
September 27th at 4:00 pm. 

Matt Dumler, Youth Ministry Director 

KIDS CORNER 
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Dear friends & family, 

Hope you are all doing well.  Life is slowly beginning to return to “normal” here in Bangkok.  We have had no 
new local infections for 83 days, and most public spaces are reopening with enforced social distancing and 
mask wearing.  NightLight’s coffee shop and sewing and jewelry businesses are open and operating as usual.  
Since May, we have hired eight new Thai women to work for NightLight Design, bringing us to a total of 35 
women employed and filling every available spot we have to offer.  With so many businesses closing and 
people losing work worldwide, we are incredibly grateful for God’s provision for the women in our care. 

In June, we reopened our free salon services to the women still working in the red light area.  We have had an 
increase of clients coming into the salon, which provides a great opportunity to build relationships with 
women in our area.  While bars and clubs have reopened, borders are still closed to tourists, so the women 
struggle finding customers.  They find respite in our building as our team offers basic salon services, provides 
a simple meal, and listens to their stories. 

Thai Mother’s Day is celebrated in August, and so we hosted our first party in the outreach center since 
reopening.  We provided individually packed meals as well as games and activities to encourage the women in 
this difficult season.  We were excited to have 22 women attend the event, especially since 18 of the 22 had 
never attended one of our events in the past.  Though this pandemic season has been extremely difficult for 
us as staff and the women working on the streets, it’s amazing to see all the new  relationships being built in 
the chaos. 

Since bars and clubs have opened, our team is resuming our usual evening outreach, visiting the working 
girls.  While there is so much value in building friendships and encouraging the women, it’s difficult not 
having alternative work to offer when they want out (due to all our employment spaces being full).  Please 
pray for the women who are seeking alternative employment, that they are able to find good, dignified work 
to provide for their families. 

Next month, our outreach center team is opening a course in beauty skills for interested women working on 
the streets.  We hope this course will provide the women with skills to find other work or possibly start their 
own businesses.  Please pray for the staff and students involved in this course.  We are also in financial need 
to buy supplies for the classes.  $500 will cover all expenses for our first course and round of students.  If you 
are interested in helping financially, please let me know. 

Please continue to pray for the health and safety of our team as we continually reach out to the women in our 
area and adjust to new regulations in this season.  Thank you so much for all your prayers and support.  As 
you know, my salary is completely dependent on donations from supporters.  Currently, I am $340 short of 
monthly support to cover my finances.  If you are interested in supporting monthly, donations can be sent 
through my Cause profile.  In the U.S., checks can be made out to “The Cause,Inc.” with “NightLight” in the 
memo and mailed to:   
The Cause, Inc. 
P.O. Box 130836 
Carlsbad, CA  92013 

Please let me know if you have any questions.  Thank you all so much!  Rachel 
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You-Know-Who 

I stood inline at the pharmacy trying to observe social-distancing protocols in the narrow aisle.  I was 
picking up a prescription for Julee and juggling a few hard-to-get items we needed...exam gloves, 
disinfectant wipes and cleansers, plus aloe vera skin cream to address the damage all this pandemic 
hygiene was doing to my hands.  I was wearing a basic surgical mask.  My fellow shoppers were similarly 
outfitted. 
    The woman in front of me in line turned and glanced at my armful of cleaning products, then at me. 
    “You know what I hate about these masks?”  she said, over her shoulder.  “No one can see when you’re 
smiling.  You go ahead of me.  You’ve got your hands full.” 
    I tried to protest but soon we were doing a social-distancing dance as we repositioned ourselves in line.  
“Thank you,”  I said. 
    “We’re in this together!”  she said, smiling, I imagined. 
    “I used to be a nurse, a long time ago,”  the woman continued.  “There’s a lot you can do to stay protected 
but the rest is up to you-know-who.”  She nodded towards the ceiling. 
    Before I could reply I was called up to the counter.  I paid for my things and nodded to my new friend as I 
was leaving. 
    Loading my purchases in the car I felt a smile form beneath my mask.  Here I was with all my protective, 
officially recommended germ-slaying products.  And sure, they made sense under the circumstances.  I’d 
be back for more in a week.  But the greatest protection I can rely on comes from you-know-who, as the 
lady said.  Protection that never needs replenishment. 

Lord, I know who you are-the One whose protection is ever-present, whose sheltering arms are always 
open. 

Edward Grinnan, Guideposts 

ENGAGING IN THE ELECTORAL PROCESS 

“While declaring our ultimate allegiance is to God, Scripture recognizes that faithfulness to God requires 
political engagement by the people of God.” (United Methodist Book of Resolutions, #5012) 

Just as we pursue change by advocating for just policies, so too we are called to faithfully engage in the 
electoral process. Elections provide an opportunity for us to put our faith into action by engaging 
candidates, encouraging participation, selecting representatives, and voting on ballot initiatives. 

VOTING RESPONSIBILITIES 

“The strength of a political system depends upon the full and willing participation of its citizens.” (United 
Methodist Social Principles, P164.B) 

Voting can be an act of faith. Voting for policies and individuals that uphold our shared values of justice 
and peace is one way Christians can work for a world that more closely resembles the one God desires for 
us. With this ability to impact change comes responsibility. 

1. A responsibility to actually vote 

2. A responsibility to be informed 

Our United Methodist Social Principles state: “The form and the leaders of all governments should be 
determined by exercise of the right to vote guaranteed to all adult citizens.” (United Methodist Social 
Principles, P164.B). 

From: Church and Society 

The United Methodist Church 

umcjustice.org or umc.org 
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    Upcoming Events 

 
 
Sunday, September 27 Church vs Youth Softball game 

 
Probable Dates 
Wednesday October 14 Pa’s Pumpkin Patch 
Wednesday, October 28 Trunk or Treat  
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