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The Roles of Teachers of the Visually Impaired and Orientation and Mobility Specialists

The TVI and O&M Instructor both…
· Provide direct itinerant services, which means the TVI and O&M Instructor travels to multiple schools across one or more districts. Due to the itinerant schedule, the TVI is not typically the case manager. 
· Provide consult services by collaborating and planning regularly with team to meet the visual needs of student. 
· Assist in the assessment and acquisition of equipment and technology for blindness/low vision. 
· Provide connections to the Wisconsin Center for the Blind and Visually Impaired and other agencies that serve individuals with visual impairments.
· Maintain IEP compliance (i.e. complete appropriate IEP paperwork, attend meetings, etc.)

In addition, the role of a TVI is to...
· Provide access to the curriculum for students who are blind or visually impaired, however the TVI is not able to diagnose a visual impairment or prescribe visual aids (i.e. glasses). 
· Conduct Functional Vision Assessments, Learning Media Assessments, and Assess the Expanded Core Curriculum. The TVI can work in conjunction with other educators to assist with other assessments. Prior to evaluation, an Ocular Report must be filled out by an Eye Care Specialist.
· Provide resource services, with specially designed instruction delivered in a separate room or space. 
· Provide direct instruction in the Expanded Core Curriculum, a specialized list of skills required for individuals who have visual impairments.
· Provide inservice trainings for school personnel and classrooms regarding adaptations, best practices, and services.
· Adapt the curriculum (designed by classroom or special education teacher) and classroom materials based on the student’s visual abilities. This includes braille (may be done in collaboration with braillist), audio, large print, electronic text, and picture-based formats. The TVI typically provides access and support for the classroom or special education teacher, rather than teaching the core curriculum. 

In addition, the role of an O&M Instructor is to…
· Provide students who have visual impairments with all of the necessary skills to become a safe and independent traveler in all areas of life.
· Conduct O&M assessments to determine the student’s ability to travel safely and independently within all travel environments (i.e. school, and in the community).
· Educate staff and parents about student’s travel needs and provide inservice training.
· Constant communication with IEP team and districts regarding the student’s travel needs.


Any student with a visual diagnosis that has an impact on their ability to access the curriculum, and/or travel safely and independently in all environments, may be eligible for services from a TVI or O&M Instructor. 
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