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A P R I L  7 ,  2 0 2 4  

What A Blessing the Greater Salem Church Family received when Rev. Carl Jones was 

named as our Interim Pastor. We were equally blessed by his wife, Sis. Carmen Jones, 

who exemplified the essence of a first lady. But as we all know they relinquished their 

roles after 2 years of service on last Sunday, March 31, 2024, with a promise of returning 

to visit with us as often as they can. We will all miss their preaching, teaching and kind-

ness.      More on Page 5 

M A K I N G  D I S C I P L E S  F O R  C H R I S T –  O N E  H E A R T  A T  A  T I M E –  O N E  F A M I L Y  A T  A  T I M E  
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28 
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Blessed are you 

The Beatitudes receive little attention, lamented novelist 
Kurt Vonnegut. “But, often with tears in their eyes, 
[Christians] demand that the Ten Commandments be 
posted in public buildings. And, of course, that’s Moses, 
not Jesus. I haven’t heard [anyone] demand that the Ser-
mon on the Mount, the Beatitudes, be posted anywhere.” 

Jesus’ Beatitudes have much to teach about selflessness, 
mourning, peacemaking and more. Jim Berger, author 
of Being Sermon on the Mount Christians, explains that 
those teachings were once “viewed as a mandate for the 
faithful.” Post-Reformation, they became less law-like and 
more of a “liberating directive.” Berger writes, “For Jesus, 
being and doing are inseparable. The Sermon is at once 
theory and praxis. It is not enough to read it or hear it. 
Jesus intends it to be how we live.” 

A Note from Your GNL Editor 

If you’d like to receive a digital copy of the Good-

NewsLetter each month send your email ad-

dress to me or if you have some good news 

you’d like to share for next month’s GNL please 

give it to me; send it to me at 

hegilmer1@msn.com;or you can leave it in my 

mail bin in the church office!!! And PLEASE—If 

you’d like to work with the GoodNewsLetter staff 

please let me know!!!                          Harold E. Gilmer  

30 

SPECIAL APRIL DATES 
• Earth Day, April 22nd 

• Administrative Professionals 
Day, April 24th 
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Happy 14th Wedding  Anniversary 

to Deacon George and Deaconess 

Dolores Johnson. This wonderful 

and blessed couple was married on 

April  11, 2010. 

APRIL SUNDAY SCHOOL 

LESSONS AT-A-GLANCE 

Maybe you’ve heard how salvation is like a total solar 
eclipse: God doesn’t see our sins because Jesus’ holiness 
covers them completely. Or maybe you’ve heard how trials 
can cause an “eclipse of faith.” 

At WorldChallenge.org, Pastor Gary Wilkerson explains that 
in Greek, eclipse means “I am absent” or “I cease to exist,” because people once thought the gods temporarily extin-
guished the sun. “For Christians, a ‘spiritual eclipse’ is a dark hour when God seems to be absent from our lives,” 
Wilkerson writes. 

Wilkerson points to Peter being sifted like wheat, Elijah and Jeremiah facing extreme discouragement, and David col-
lapsing morally. Amid Satan’s attacks, “God seems completely absent,” writes the pastor. “In that dark moment of 
eclipse, the devil has created such chaos we can’t possibly see a way out.” During times of testing, Christians must cry 
out to God and trust his faithfulness. 

Completing the eclipse analogy, Wilkerson shares Titus 3:4, the “love of God our Savior appeared” (NIV). The Greek 
meaning of appeared here is superimposed, he writes. God looks on our fraught-filled times of eclipse and 
“superimposes his divine love over us.” 

Weekly Lessons 

w/April “Read the Entire Bible In a Year” Selections 

 

In Week 32, Read the book of Matthew  
April 7, 2024’s Lesson - Emmanuel Is Born - 
Matthew 1:18-25 
 
An angel told Joseph about Mary's pregnancy. 
The Old Testament prophets had already foretold 
the virgin birth of Emmanuel, which means "God 
is with us." Joseph was obedient to God and did-
n’t abandon or reject Mary. 

 

During Week 33, Read the book of Mark 
April 14, 2024’s Lesson “Hosanna!” Mark 11:1-11 

Jesus' entry into Jerusalem for the Passover cele-
bration marked the beginning of His final days. 
He fulfills the prophecies of the coming Messiah. 

 

During Week 34, Read the book of  Luke 
April 21, 2024’s Lesson “The Lord's Supper” - 
Luke 22: 7-23 

The Scripture passage focuses on the institution 
of the Lord's Supper. Jesus sent Peter and John 
out to find a place to celebrate, which had already 
been prepared for them. It was here that Jesus 
had His last supper with His apostles. 

 

During Week 35 Read the book of John 
April 28, 2024’s Lesson, “The Living Word” - 
John 20: 1-10, 19-20 

The disciples were afraid and locked themselves 
in a room. They did not expect a resurrection. 
When Jesus appeared to them, they greatly      
rejoiced.  
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GOODNEWSLETTER 

 

Signs and Symptoms of Colorectal Cancer 

Last month we discussed things you can do to prevent and screen for colon cancer.  Below are signs and 

symptoms you should look for.  Remember, if caught early, colorectal cancer can be treated and cured.   

If you have symptoms, they may include: 

• A change in bowel habits. 
• Blood in or on your stool (bowel movement). 
• Diarrhea, constipation, or feeling that the bowel does not empty all the way. 
• Abdominal pain, aches, or cramps that don’t go away. 
• Weight loss and you don’t know why. 
 
If you have any of these symptoms, talk to your doctor. They may be caused by something other than cancer. 
The only way to know what is causing them is to see your doctor.  Don’t wait! 
 

Updated guidance on COVID and respiratory diseases 

Four years have passed since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic. Much has been learned and COVID-19 is 
no longer the emergency that it once was. Its health impacts increasingly resemble those of other respiratory 
viral illnesses, including influenza and RSV. As a result, the Center for Disease Control has updated guidance 
on what to do when you have a respiratory virus: 
1. Stay home and away from others (including people you live with who are not sick) if you have respiratory 

virus symptoms such as fever, chills, fatigue, cough, runny nose and headache, among others. 
2. You can go back to your normal activities when, for at least 24 hours, both are true: 
 a Your symptoms are getting better overall, and 
 b. You have not had a fever (and are not using fever-reducing medication). 
 

3.   When you go back to your normal activities, take added precaution over the next 5 days, such as taking 
additional steps for cleaner air, hygiene, masks, physical distancing, and/or testing when you will be around 
other people indoors. 

 Keep in mind that you may still be able to spread the virus that made you sick, even if you are feeling bet-
ter. 

 If you develop a fever or start to feel worse after you have gone back to normal activities, return to num-

ber 1, 2 and 3 above. 

Older adults are now able to receive an additional dose of updated COVID-19 vaccine  

The Centers for Disease Control recommends that adults ages 65 years and older receive an additional updat-
ed 2023-2024 COVID-19 vaccine dose. Adults 65 years and older have a much higher hospitalization rate 
from to the disease.   

An additional dose of the updated COVID-19 vaccine may restore protection that has waned since a fall vac-
cine dose, providing increased protection to adults ages 65 years and older. 

To learn more information about COVID-19 vaccines and a list of providers, please visit   vaccines.gov. For 

more information, call (502) 574-6675 or email louhealthed@louisvilleky.gov. Source: www.cdc/gov/

respiratory-viruses; louhealthed@louisvilleky.gov. 

A P R I L  H E A L T H  N O T E S  F R O M  T H E  N U R S E S  M I N I S T R Y  

https://www.cdc.gov/cancer/colorectal/basic_info/screening/questions.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/respiratory-viruses/prevention/air-quality.html
https://www.cdc.gov/respiratory-viruses/prevention/hygiene.html
https://www.cdc.gov/respiratory-viruses/prevention/air-quality.html
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vbG91aXN2aWxsZWt5Lmdvdi9nb3Zlcm5tZW50L2hlYWx0aC13ZWxsbmVzcy9jb3ZpZC0xOS12YWNjaW5lLWluZm9ybWF0aW9uP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxp
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vcHJvdGVjdC11cy5taW1lY2FzdC5jb20vcy9kNDdWQ1c2S3A0c0E3eWs3VHJRb09FP2RvbWFpbj1sbmtzLmdkJnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSIsImJ1
mailto:louhealthed@louisvilleky.gov
http://www.cdc/gov/respiratory-viruses
http://www.cdc/gov/respiratory-viruses
mailto:louhealthed@louisvilleky.gov
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Interim Pastor Jones Bids Adieu to GSBC (Continued from page 1) 

Dea. And Sis. Toney present flowers for Sis. Carmen Jones. Dea. Austin presented gift to Rev. Jones before he delivered his final pastoral        

message “I Am the Resurrection 

and the Life” John 11:18-25 

And on Resurrection Sunday!!! 

“The Triumphant Entry” was presented 

by the Drama Ministry 
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MC Linda Cox 

Brenda Hackett 

Sis Wilson 

& Deacon 

Austin 

 

 

From the Pastor Search 
Committee 

Congratulations Greater Salem and 
Sincere Thanks! 

We, the members of the Pastor Search Com-
mittee, thank you for your prayers and your 
patience over the past two years as we con-
ducted a very thorough search for our next 
pastor. We kept our commitment of dedica-
tion to this important work. We did our due 
diligence and accomplished our task with in-
tegrity and pride. However, there is still work 
to do and we still need your prayers. 

For the next thirty days,  we invite every mem-
ber and every friend of Greater Salem to join 
us in 30 Days of Prayer for our new pastor, 
Rev. Dr. Virgil Hill. Please follow the Prayer 
Prompts here and in your bulletin each week. 

To God Be the Glory for the things He has Done! 

Pastor Search Committee 

Sis. Jacqueline Austin, Chairman 

Deacon Stefan Dennison, Technology Coordinator 

Sis. Wanda Ellis, Secretary 

Deacon Theron Exum, Co-Chair 

Sis. Lynn Fleming 

Deacon Willie Glover 

Deacon Gary Head, Prayer Coordinator 

Dr. DeBora Mapp 

Deacon Kenny Smith 

Rev. Carl Jones, Interim Pastor/Consultant 

GREATER SALEM BAPTIST CHURCH 

 

Rev. Dr. Virgil Hill will join with the Greater Salem 
Church Family as we   

celebrate the                  
96th Church Anniversary 
on Sunday, April 21st at 
11:15 a. m.  We look for-
ward to  welcoming him 

and First Lady Vonda  Hill. 
Rev. Hill will preach the 
following Sunday, April 

28th. 
 

Rev. Barry Johnson, Pastor of the Southern 
Star Baptist Church, 

will be the Guest 
Speaker for this 

year’s anniversary.  
 

The theme for the   
celebration is           

“Be    Encouraged”              
Colossians 2:2. 

 

Unity Colors:  
Purple and White 
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Deacon 

Head 

Praying for Our New 
Pastor for 30 Days  

 

Praying for our Pastor Prayer Prompts 

Week 1 
Sunday Scripture Reading: Deuteronomy 6:5; Matthew 
6:33  Pray that our new pastor will love God with all his 
heart, soul, mind, and strength. Pray that God’s Spirit will 
work in his heart in power and that he will value and follow 
biblical priorities. 

Monday Scripture Reading:1 Timothy 1:5, 3:7; Ephesians 
6:10–12   Pray that our new pastor will cultivate strong char-
acter and uncompromising integrity. Pray that his testimony 
will be genuine and that he will never do anything that he 
would need to hide from others. 

Tuesday Scripture Reading:Mark 1:35; 2 Timothy 2:15–
16  Pray for our new pastor’s personal walk with God—that 
his soul and spirit will be nourished and strengthened in his 
quiet time with God, beyond his sermon preparation. 

Wednesday Scripture Reading: Malachi 2:7; James 1:5–
6; John 17:15 Pray that our new pastor will counsel and 
teach with discernment through the wise use of Scripture 
and faith in God’s power to work. Pray that he will be pro-
tected from the effects of sinful or negative attitudes that he 
encounters as he counsels 

Thursday Scripture Reading: Ephesians 5:23–33 Ask God to 
protect our new pastor’s marriage and keep it strong as a 
model of Christ’s relationship with the Church. Pray that our 
pastor will tenderly cherish and lead his wife and that she 
will respect and encourage her husband, submitting to his 
leadership. 

Friday Scripture Reading: Isaiah 61:3 Pray that God will heal 
any hurts that our new pastor has suffered in the ministry. 
Pray that he will serve the Lord with gladness and encourage 
the congregation to worship God with a joyful, surrendered 
spirit. 

Saturday Scripture Reading:Ephesians 6:4; Colossians 3:20–
21 Pray for our new pastor’s children; especially that the 
pressures of the ministry will not discourage or embitter 
them. Pray that our pastor will provide godly leadership in 
the home, not based on fear of what others will think, but 
according to scriptural truth. 

 

Week 2 
 Sunday Scripture Reading:  1 Timothy 3:1 Pray that God will 
instill in our new pastor a clear sense of calling and purpose. 
Pray that he will wholeheartedly desire the role of oversee-
ing and shepherding our congregation, understanding the 
profound responsibility that comes with it. Let our prayers 
be petitions for unwavering commitment and a deep passion 
for our church family. 
 
Monday Scripture Reading: Jeremiah 3:15 In your prayers, 
pray that God provides our new pastor with the wisdom and 
insight needed to nurture the spiritual growth of our congre-
gation, guiding them on the path of God’s truth. Pray that 
his teaching is both nourishing and enlightening, leading the 
congregation to a deeper understanding of God’s ways. 

Tuesday Scripture Reading: Ephesians 4:11-12  Pray that 
our new pastor is empowered to equip and uplift the 
church, aiding in the spiritual growth of believers and foster-
ing unity within the body of Christ. Pray that he will be 
strengthened with the ability to teach, guide, and encour-
age, contributing to the overall maturity of the congrega-
tion. 

Wednesday Scripture Reading: Hebrews 13:7  Pray that our 
new pastor will lead with joy, knowing that he is entrusted 
with the care of souls, and that his efforts will bear spiritual 
fruit within our congregation. Intercede for his leadership, 
that it will bring spiritual prosperity to both him and our 
church family. 

Thursday Scripture Reading:  Colossians 1:9 Pray that our 
new pastor’s pursuit of spiritual understanding is unwaver-
ing, enabling him to guide the congregation in alignment 
with God’s will. Let our prayers be a plea for discernment 
and insight, that he may lead with wisdom and make deci-
sions rooted in spiritual understanding. 

Friday Scripture Reading:  1 Thessalonians 5:12-13  Pray 
that our new pastor will be respected and loved within the 
congregation, fostering an atmosphere of unity and peace. 
Pray that his efforts to guide and instruct are received with 
open hearts, resulting in a congregation that supports and 
loves him and one another. 

Saturday Scripture Reading:  1 Peter 5:2-3 Pray that our 
new pastor will shepherd the flock with a willing heart, lead-
ing by example and prioritizing the spiritual well-being of the 
congregation over personal gain. Let our prayers include 
blessings for humility, that his leadership will reflect servant-
hood rather than seeking personal benefit. 

 Prompts for the remainder of the 30 Days can be found in the weekly church bulletin 
and here next month!!! 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.biblegateway.com%2Fpassage%2F%3Fsearch%3Dmatt%2B6%253A33%26version%3DCSB&data=05%7C02%7C%7C909af2cd6e5149f4d44808dc524bf439%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638475733388657900%7C
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.biblegateway.com%2Fpassage%2F%3Fsearch%3Dmatt%2B6%253A33%26version%3DCSB&data=05%7C02%7C%7C909af2cd6e5149f4d44808dc524bf439%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638475733388657900%7C
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.biblegateway.com%2Fpassage%2F%3Fsearch%3D1%2BTimothy%2B1%253A5%252C%2B3%253A7%26version%3DCSB&data=05%7C02%7C%7C909af2cd6e5149f4d44808dc524bf439%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.biblegateway.com%2Fpassage%2F%3Fsearch%3D1%2BTimothy%2B1%253A5%252C%2B3%253A7%26version%3DCSB&data=05%7C02%7C%7C909af2cd6e5149f4d44808dc524bf439%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.biblegateway.com%2Fpassage%2F%3Fsearch%3DEphesians%2B6%253A10%25E2%2580%259312%26version%3DCSB&data=05%7C02%7C%7C909af2cd6e5149f4d44808dc524bf439%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.biblegateway.com%2Fpassage%2F%3Fsearch%3DEphesians%2B6%253A10%25E2%2580%259312%26version%3DCSB&data=05%7C02%7C%7C909af2cd6e5149f4d44808dc524bf439%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.biblegateway.com%2Fpassage%2F%3Fsearch%3Dmark%2B1%253A35%26version%3DCSB&data=05%7C02%7C%7C909af2cd6e5149f4d44808dc524bf439%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638475733388679198%7C
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.biblegateway.com%2Fpassage%2F%3Fsearch%3D2%2BTimothy%2B2%253A15%25E2%2580%259316%26version%3DCSB&data=05%7C02%7C%7C909af2cd6e5149f4d44808dc524bf439%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.biblegateway.com%2Fpassage%2F%3Fsearch%3D2%2BTimothy%2B2%253A15%25E2%2580%259316%26version%3DCSB&data=05%7C02%7C%7C909af2cd6e5149f4d44808dc524bf439%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.biblegateway.com%2Fpassage%2F%3Fsearch%3DMalachi%2B2%253A7%26version%3DCSB&data=05%7C02%7C%7C909af2cd6e5149f4d44808dc524bf439%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638475733388689799%
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.biblegateway.com%2Fpassage%2F%3Fsearch%3DJames%2B1%253A5%25E2%2580%25936%26version%3DCSB&data=05%7C02%7C%7C909af2cd6e5149f4d44808dc524bf439%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C63847
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.biblegateway.com%2Fpassage%2F%3Fsearch%3DJames%2B1%253A5%25E2%2580%25936%26version%3DCSB&data=05%7C02%7C%7C909af2cd6e5149f4d44808dc524bf439%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C63847
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.biblegateway.com%2Fpassage%2F%3Fsearch%3DJohn%2B17%253A15%26version%3DCSB&data=05%7C02%7C%7C909af2cd6e5149f4d44808dc524bf439%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638475733388700353%7
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.biblegateway.com%2Fpassage%2F%3Fsearch%3D2%2BTimothy%2B2%253A15%25E2%2580%259316%26version%3DCSB&data=05%7C02%7C%7C909af2cd6e5149f4d44808dc524bf439%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.biblegateway.com%2Fpassage%2F%3Fsearch%3DEphesians%2B5%253A23%25E2%2580%259333%26version%3DCSB&data=05%7C02%7C%7C909af2cd6e5149f4d44808dc524bf439%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.biblegateway.com%2Fpassage%2F%3Fsearch%3DIsaiah%2B61%253A3%26version%3DCSB&data=05%7C02%7C%7C909af2cd6e5149f4d44808dc524bf439%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638475733388715980%
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.biblegateway.com%2Fpassage%2F%3Fsearch%3DEphesians%2B6%253A4%26version%3DCSB&data=05%7C02%7C%7C909af2cd6e5149f4d44808dc524bf439%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C63847573338872116
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.biblegateway.com%2Fpassage%2F%3Fsearch%3DColossians%2B3%253A20%25E2%2580%259321%26version%3DCSB&data=05%7C02%7C%7C909af2cd6e5149f4d44808dc524bf439%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.biblegateway.com%2Fpassage%2F%3Fsearch%3DColossians%2B3%253A20%25E2%2580%259321%26version%3DCSB&data=05%7C02%7C%7C909af2cd6e5149f4d44808dc524bf439%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%
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Page 8 

G O O D N E W S L E T T E R  

 

What a wonderful Youth Bible 
Study Lesson we had on Wednes-
day March 20th.  The younger youth 
ages 5-8 learned that Jesus Loves 
Them.  They learned the true mean-
ing of Easter.  Easter is not all about 
The Easter Bunny and Jellybeans.  It 
is all about our Lord dying on the 
cross for our sins.   Each egg that 
was picked from the basket had a 
scripture inside explaining who Jesus is.. - Sis. Lynn Fleming  

 

The True Easter Story  The youth who attended the 

Bible Study Class for ages 9-12, on March 20th, learned all 
about the true Easter Story in a unique and very interesting 
way. The teachers, Sister Brenda Hackett and Sister Jacque 
Austin, collaborated to co-teach the lesson.  They captured 
the attention of the students right away by presenting a 
brightly colored red basket that was adorned with a beautiful 
bow tied on top. The basket was filled with plastic eggs of all 
different colors and designs. These weren’t just any Easter 
Eggs though; they were special eggs with a special pur-
pose.  Of course, it was reiterated to students that we know 
rabbits don’t lay eggs and the eggs have no significant mean-
ing in this true Easter Story. The eggs only served as 
props!            

  As Sister Hackett read the story of the events leading up to 
the crucifixion of Jesus, she passed the basket around so each 
student could select an egg. The eggs in the basket were 
numbered one to twelve and each egg contained a symbol 
representing the twelve parts of the Easter or Resurrection 
Story. After the students selected the correct egg labeled with 
the number identified by Sister Hackett, they opened the egg 
and revealed what was inside for all the class to see.  Sister 
Austin read the corresponding scripture for that event to the 
class.  For example:  Egg #1 contained leaves. When Jesus 
was about 33 years old, He rode a donkey into a city called 
Jerusalem. The people were so excited to see Him! They 
called Him their King! 

The leaves represent the branches carried by 
members of the crowd who waved branches 
and shouted cheers of praise to Jesus when He 
entered Jerusalem on the donkey. The crowd 
shouted “Hosanna, to the Son of David! 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna to 
the highest heaven.” Matthew 21:9.   

The lesson continued until all eggs were opened and the 
events explained. The other symbols included:  

Egg #2: Silver coins -representing the terrible act of Judas betray-
ing Jesus for thirty pieces of silver. 

Egg #3: A small cracker - representing the Passover that was go-
ing on during that time. 

Egg #4: A small piece of soap - representing Jesus washing 
the   feet of the disciples.  

Egg #5: A small cup - representing when Jesus prayed and 
asked, “My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; yet 
not as I will….” 

Egg #6:  A strip of leather- representing the leather straps and 
whips that were used to beat Jesus. 

Egg #7:  Thorns - representing the crown of thorns that was 
placed on the head of Jesus.  

Egg # 8: Three nails and picture of a cross - representing the 
nails they used to nail Jesus to the cross 

Egg #9: Dice - representing the soldiers gambling for Jesus 
clothes. 

Egg #10: Gauze/ piece of white cloth- representing the linen 
used by Joseph to wrap the body of Jesus.  

Egg #11: A Stone - representing the stone used to secure the 
tomb, that they thought would keep Jesus from escaping.  

Egg #12: An EMPTY Egg -representing the empty tomb which was 
empty because Jesus had risen! 

 It was such a joy to teach our children and youths about the 
real meaning of Easter. Jesus is alive! Christ Jesus lives today!                                        

~ Sis. Jacqueline Austin 

We encourage parents  to please bring your youth to Bible 
Study on Wednesdays to learn and study God’s word with us. 

At 6:00 pm a wonderful meal is served. With Youth Bi-

ble Study  from 7:00-8:00 pm - Sis. Lynn Fleming  
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G O O D N E W S L E T T E R  

  Y & F GAME NIGHT:  SATURDAY, MARCH  30 

 

What a great time we had during Youth and Family 
Game Night on Saturday March 30th. 

We ate pizza before the games began. As you can see 
everyone was engaged in all the games.  No cell phones 
or tablets were allowed. Your mind and physical bodies 
were needed.  We played 4 very exciting games.  

Thank You Dobbins/Abernathy Family for the food, 
etc..  You did it again !!!  It was a blessing to have Andre’ 
Waller joining us on our Game Night. Thank you Mona Fleming for putting everything to-
gether for our Pre Youth Day activities night. Look for more 5th Sunday activities. 

Thank you so so much 4) Rev. Andre’ Waller  for your hard work and support in facilitating all the games.  1) Winner of the 
“Broom Game” - Kennedy  2) Wiggle The balls out the box game   Winner - Christen Fleming 3) Door Prize Winners -MJ 
Jones and Chris Fleming Jr. 

 

 

1 

2 
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 NEWS FROM THE PEWS 
What a       

wonderful    
occasion as BG 

and Me      
supported Hill 
Street Baptist 
Church during 
an event which 

was held to 
support Hill 

Street’s upcom-
ing Woman’s 
Day Banquet.  

Thanks to  
Models Lynn 
Fleming, Ben 

Abernathy, and 
Thadis Cox, as 
well as several 
GSBC members 
who were there 
to support the 

cause.  

Greater Salem, thank you again for      
Support of A Girl Scout Troop by pur-
chasing cookies from Aria.  Thanks to your 
support, the troop will be traveling to Her-
shey, PA for their annual trip. 

What a beautiful   
evening we had at our  

“Girls Night 
Out” We got togeth-
er at the Beautiful Burnett Avenue Baptist Church.  We attended 
the Passion Play “He is Risen” there. This Faith Works Studio     
production directed by Russ Trowell was so awesome and such 
a spirit-filled experience. It was a great fellowship with Sisters- 
(past and present members of Greater Salem). Linda Wright, 
Lucille Gibson, Mona Fleming, Judy Bishop, Carmelita Weakley, Mar-
garet Reed & Lynn Fleming (not pictured Terri Rice) 

4 
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Christian 
Symbols  

 

VICTOR’S CROSS 

Also called the conqueror’s 
cross, the victor’s cross is com-
posed of the Greek cross, rec-
ognized by its four equal arms, 
adorned with Greek letters in 
each quadrant. The top left 
letters stand for Jesus and the 
top right letters stand 
for Christ (the horizon-
tal lines above them in-
dicate that they are ab-
breviations). The four letters 
across the bottom spell the 
Greek word for conqueror. 

 

EVE 



G O O D N E W S L E T T E R  Page 11 GOODNEWSLETTER 

 

 

 
Would you like to invite Jesus into your life? HERE’S HOW… 

Prayer: You can pray this prayer now: The words aren’t so important, but you must mean it with all 
your heart :Heavenly Father, I admit that I’ve sinned by breaking your Ten Commandments. I 
believe that your son, Jesus Christ, died in my place for my sins and rose again.  I now open 
the door of my heart and life to receive Jesus as my Lord and Savior.  I turn from my old ways 
to love, obey and follow Him.  I pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
 

Need to Talk:   Contact a member of the GSBC Evangelism team for further details at  
(502-587-8869)  Leave a message if need be. 

F R O M  T H E  E V A N G E L I S M  M I N I S T R Y—M E M B E R S  P L E A S E  S H A R E  T H I S  

Keeping Your Final Appointment  
Author: Jim Elliff 

I once read this arresting 300 year old epitaph while sauntering through the cemetery at the Old Tennant Meeting 
House in Manalapan, New Jersey:  

Behold and see as you pass by 
As you are now so once was I 

As I am now so you will be 
Prepare for death and follow me.  

Reportedly a cemetery visitor once wrote these words in chalk on that very memorial stone:  

To follow you I’m not content 
Until I know which way you went.  

The writer of Hebrews speaks even more candidly when he declares that it is “appointed for men to die once and 
after this comes judgment” (9:27 NASB). That is an appointment you and I won’t miss! 

Do you keep all your appointments?  

I’ll never forget my chagrin as I suddenly remembered that I was supposed to be speaking to a hundred men at a 
local church barbeque at the very moment I was teeing up on the public golf course! To my knowledge this was 
the only appointment to speak I’ve failed to show up for in forty years.  

There is one appointment none of us will miss—our appointment with death.  

My cousin lived to 101 years, but he still kept his appointment with death. My young grade school friend did not 
avoid his appointment with death on the day he drowned in the Missouri river. For this appointment everyone will 
be “present and accounted for.” Thankfully, we only do it once.  

But what follows the appointment is the real problem—”After this comes judgment.” 

Atheist Fredrick Neitzche asserted: “When I die, I rot.” True, the body awaits its final state while decaying in the 
ground, but that’s not all there is to it. Judgment is next.  

This judgment will result in hell for most people, sadly. They will go there not because they are not respectable 
citizens, but because they refuse to come to Christ on His terms.  

Anglican Jeremy Taylor described the awful eternal aspect of hell like this:  

A death without end; 
An end without end; 

For death shall ever live  
And their end shall never begin.  

The appointment with death is for a moment in time, but the consequences of our rejection of Christ last forever. 
Hell is eternal because those who reside there will never stop sinning. And God, who is sinned against, will never stop being  just. 

Do you keep all your appointments? You may be known for failing to do so. But your appointment with death followed by judgmen t 
will not be missed. And you don’t know when that will be.         Be certain you are ready. 



M A K I N G  D I S C I P L E S  F O R  C H R I S T   
O N E  H E A R T  A T  A  T I M E –  O N E  F A M I L Y  A T  A  T I M E  
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 Greater Salem Baptist 

Church 

 1009 West Chestnut St. 

Louisville KY  40203           

 Rev. Dr. Virgil Hill, Pastor-Elect 

Hours of Worship 

10:00 AM Sunday School 

11:15 am Morning Worship 

Service of Communion 1st Sunday 

 
Office Staff 

Monica Little 
Lenette Dennison 

Telephone Number 

502-587-8869 

Email:  

aagrsalem@bellsouth.net 

Office Hours 

Monday through Friday 

10: 00 am to 02:00 pm 

Saturday 10:00 am to 2:00 pm  

Sunday School – 10AM In Sanctuary or via 
conference Call at 978-990-5000 access 
code 721799# 

Morning Worship -11:15 AM – In person or 
on GSBC Facebook Live 

Noon Day Prayer Service in sanctuary at 
12:00 PM   
Weekly Bible Studies (except 4th Wednes-
days) 6:00 PM in the Sanctuary — or 
Online Via Facebook Live or via confer-
ence call at 978-990-5000 Access Code 
7032638  Youth Bible Study begins with 
snacks at 6:00 PM  in Lower level Prayer 
Service -7 PM in Sanctuary or via 605-472-
5736 Access 2239663  
 

Men’s Bible Study 10:15 AM  In person or  

Dial-In at 605-468-8738 Access Code: 

5398693  

Women’s Bible Study 12 Noon in person or 

dial-in at 605-313-5598 Access code 

6671487 

 

2024 
A

p
ril 2

2
, 2

0
2

4
 


