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From the Office of the  
Pastor - Rev. Carl 

Jones 
  
To all the beloved members 
of Greater Salem, I greet 
you with the grace and 
peace of our Lord Jesus. 

Thanks to Him for blessing us with all that we need from 
day to day.  
  

Thank you for the warm welcome you have extended to me 
and my wife, Carmen. I am honored to have been asked to 
serve as your interim pastor. This is a great time to look to 
God and trust Him to give you the pastor He has for you. 
His word describes the kind of pastor He wants you to 
have: 

The Office of Pastor 

In Titus 1:5-9 (NKJV) Paul describes the kind of person a 

pastor must be. 

In general elders (leaders) of the church: 

5 For this reason I left you in Crete, that you 

should set in order the things that are lacking, 

and appoint elders in every city as I commanded 

you— 6 if a man is blameless, the husband of one 

wife, having faithful children not accused 

of dissipation or insubordination. 

 Good reputation 

 Faithful in marriage 

 Their children must be followers of the Lord and not 

accused of wild, unruly living 

A bishop (pastor) of a church in particular: 

7 For a bishop must be blameless, as a steward of 

God, not self-willed, not quick-tempered, not giv-

en to wine, not violent, not greedy for mon-

ey, 8 but hospitable, a lover of what is good, so-

ber-minded, just, holy, self-controlled, 9 holding 

fast the faithful word as he has been taught, that 

he may be able, by sound doctrine, both to ex-

hort and convict those who contradict. 

 Have a good reputation as a steward of God 

(Superintendent, Overseer, Governor, Manager) 

 Not self-willed (arrogant) 

 Not quick-tempered (easily angered) 

 Not a heavy drinker (drunkard) 

 Not violent (Bully, contentious, quarrelsome)  

 Not greedy for money (Will do anything/dishonest 

things for gain) 

 Hospitable (Welcoming, friendly, and generous to 

guests) 

 Love what is good 

 Sober-minded (Sane, sound mind) 

 Self-control (Curb his desires and impulses) 

 Just (Equitable in the treatment of others) 

 Holy (God-like character and conduct) 

 Self-controlled 

 Firm in the faith 

 Sound in doctrine 

 Able to exhort (encourage) and convict (convince) 

Pastor Carl Jones  

See Black History Section - Pages 9-12 
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Unit 3—Justice and Adversity 



V O L U M E  3 4 ,  I S S U E 2  Page 3 

Welcome to Greater Salem Pastor Carl Jones and First Lady Carmen Jones 
 

R ev. Carl Jones was born in Millen, Georgia and raised by his widowed 
mother along with seven siblings in south Florida. He was the first in his 

family to attend college and earned an Associate Degree in Architecture from 
Broward Community College in Fort Lauderdale.  
 

He began preaching at the West Lauderdale Baptist Church in Fort Lauder-
dale, Florida and was licensed to the Gospel Ministry under the pastorate of 
Rev. Donald LeMaster. In 1975, he moved to Louisville to attend the Boyce 
Bible College of Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. Upon arriving in 
Louisville, he became a member of West End Baptist Church and was or-
dained under the pastorate of Rev. Lincoln N. Bingham, October 3, 1976, 
and served as an associate minister until 1979. He received a Diploma in 
Christian Ministry from Boyce Bible School in 1977, a Doctor of Divinity de-
gree from Simmons Bible College in 1995, and a Diploma from the Theologi-
cal Seminary of Zimbabwe, South Africa in 2008. 

 

In October 1979, he was called to pastor Forest Baptist Church in Newburg 
and served there until June 1989 when he heeded to the call to serve as a 
missionary associate for the Home Mission Board of the Southern Baptist 
Convention. His missionary role included work as Superintendent of Missions for Central District Baptist 
Association and Director of the Baptist Fellowship Center, pulpit supply preacher, and interim pastor for 
several local congregations. In 1990, his was asked to serve as Interim Pastor of Green Street Baptist 
Church. The following year Green Street extended the call to him to be their 8th pastor. Pastor Jones was 
installed as pastor of Green Street on September 2, 1991, and retired on August 31, 2020 

 By the grace of God, Rev. Jones has also served as President of the Newburg Ministerial Association, 
Chairman of the Joint Committee of Baptist Fellowship Center, President of the Board of Directors of 
Baptist Fellowship Center, President of the Central District and Long Run Baptist Association Joint Com-

mittee, Dean and President of the J.L. Roberts School of Religion, President 
of the Christian Education Department of Central District Baptist Association, 
Instructor for the Progressive National Baptist Convention Congress of Chris-
tian Education, Pastor's Conference Coordinator for the General Association 
of Baptist in Kentucky, President of Kentucky One Church One Child, Board 
member for the Louisville Urban League, founding member of East Louisville 
Community Ministries, and twice President of Wednesday's Child Board of 
Directors. As a participant and Graduate of the Pastoral Excellence Program 
of the Lott Carey Foreign Mission Convention, he has engaged in missions 
ministry in Guyana, South America; Greater Portsmouth and Towerhill, Ja-
maica; and Johannesburg, South Africa.  

He and his wife Carmen have two adult children, Bryan and Stacey, and 
three grandchildren, S'Niah, Gionna, and Jay. They will celebrate 44 years of 
marriage in June!!! In 2021, they stated “43 years ago we said “I will” and “I 
do”. It became a habit.” 

His great desire is for the prayer in Colossians 1:9-11 to be fulfilled in his life: 
that God would show him everything He wants him to do and that he may 

have all the wisdom and understanding that the Holy Spirit gives so that he will live a life that honors the 
Lord, and please Him by doing good deeds. That he will come to know God even better, and glorious 
power will make him strong enough to endure anything, and as a result of these things he will be truly 
happy. 

Pastor Jones being greeted by Bro. 

Wilbur Hackett, Jr. 
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From the Nurses Ministry 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 Bits and Pieces 

Below are bits and pieces of information that may be helpful to 
you in 2022. 

When to call 911 or seek medical attention immediately: 

One of your most powerful tools is your own observation.  If 
your instinct tells you it’s serious, call 911 or go to the near-
est emergency room.  Do not drive yourself.   

• Chest Pain or pressure that lasts more than a couple of 
minutes, or if it comes back, call 911. 

• Shortness of breath that happens suddenly and is keep-
ing you from your everyday activities. 

• Burns that cover a large part of your hands, feet, face, 
or other body parts.  If you have blisters, splotchy skin 
or if your skin is charred or white. 

• For a child less than 6 years old – Vomiting that lasts 
more than a few hours.   

• Head injury.  If you pass out, have a seizure or head-
ache that won’t go away, persistent vomiting or nau-
sea, feel confused, weak, less coordinated. 

• Stomach pain that lasts more than 30 minutes – espe-
cially if it’s sudden and intense. 

• A baby younger than 3 months old with a temperature of 
more than 100.4 F should be seen right away.  This is also 
true for a child between 3 months and 3 years old with a 
fever of 102.2 and an adult with a fever of 104 or higher. 

• If you take blood thinning medication, even a minor injury 
can be serious.  Call 911 if you have an injury and your 
heart rate or breathing becomes fast, you have trouble 
breathing, feel faint or dizzy. 

Spot a stroke F.A.S.T. 
• FACE DROOPING 

Does one side of the face droop or is it numb? Ask the person to 
smile. 

• ARM WEAKNESS 
Is one arm weak or numb? Ask the person to raise both arms. 
Does one arm drift downward? 

• SPEECH DIFFICULTY 
Is speech slurred, are they unable to speak, or are they hard to 
understand? Ask the person to repeat a simple sentence, like "the 
sky is blue." Is the sentence repeated correctly? 

• TIME TO CALL 911 
If the person shows any of these symptoms, even if the symptoms 
go away, call 911 and get them to the hospital immediately. 

Coronavirus (COVID-19) Updates 

COVID Vaccine – Vaccine is now available for children 5 -11 
years of age. 

Who can get the COVID Booster? 

 

Go to www.govstatus.egov.com/ky-covid-vaccine for more 
information. 

To get assistance with scheduling an appointment,  call 855-
598-2246. 

Text your zip code to GETVAX – 438829 to receive three 
vaccine locations near you.  Text VACUNA – 822862 for 
Spanish. 

 

Get Free COVID Home Tests 

Every home in the U.S. is now eligible to order 4 free at-home 
COVID antigen tests.  They are easy to order and usually ship in 
7-12 days.  Tests give results in less than 30 minutes.  To order 
your COVID tests go to https://www.covidtests.gov/  

 

Sources:  www.WebMD.com.; www.heart.org.; 
www.kycovid19.ky.gov.  

Black History Month celebrates the rich cultural heritage, triumphs and adversities 

that are an indelible part of our country's history. This year's theme, Black Health 

and Wellness, pays homage to medical scholars and health care providers. 

Black History Month celebrates the rich cultural heritage, triumphs and adversities 

that are an   indelible part of our country's history. This year's theme, Black Health and 

Wellness, pays homage to medical scholars and health care providers. 

http://www.govstatus.egov.com/ky-covid-vaccine
https://www.covidtests.gov/
http://www.WebMD.com
http://www.heart.org
http://www.kycovid19.ky.gov
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Mrs. Lynn Fleming and Mrs.  Mona Fleming have worked diligently as 
Youth supervisors for more than four decades, yes 40 years!!  They have 
both been dedicated and committed leaders. It is with much sadness and 
regret that we accept their resignations as youth supervisors.  They have 
decided the time has come to pass the leadership and teaching baton to 
someone else.  We want to extend our sincere appreciation to both of 
them. 
 

To Mrs. Lynn and Ms. Mona, 

      We want to thank you, Mrs. Lynn and Ms. Mona, for your dedication and commitment.  We thank you for accepting God’s call 
to invest in the lives of the youth of Greater Salem Baptist Church.  We thank you for loving Jesus, our Lord and Savior, and for 
caring about the spiritual well-being and growth of our children and grandchildren. 
   

We thank you for giving so freely of your time, your energy, and your finances to make sure our kids always have what they 
need.   Thank you for sacrificing your time with your family to spend time with our children and youth.   The weekends you gave 
up to attend the MidWest Baptist Youth Conferences, the Saturday and Sunday afternoons you gave up to supervise sleep-ins and 
take the youth on outings to skate, bowl and enjoy pizza, did not go unnoticed. We thank you!!  
 

 We thank you for believing in our young people and taking time to encourage them and support them when they faced challeng-
es.  We thank you for celebrating milestones and being there to share important life moments. You always attended multiple 
graduations in one weekend.  During the Covid-19 Pandemic, you still showed up and participated in the Drive-By Graduation Cel-
ebrations, thank you!  
 

Thanks for helping carry burdens and lifting parents and youth up in prayer.  During times of sickness, you were there; during 
times of bereavement, you were there.  We could always count on you to support parents and students by being there with stu-
dents in dark times. When you showed up, your mere presence gave them peace and comfort, thank you! 
 

Thanks to both of you for sharing God’s Word with our children and youth. Thank you for  helping them understand how to apply 
God’s word in their lives. Thanks for being shining examples and role models who show our children and youth what God’s  love 
and grace look like.  
 

Above all, we thank both of you for helping our students grow in their spiritual knowledge and become followers of Jesus Christ.  
May God continue to bless and keep you! 

   Sister Jacqueline Austin     
Youth and Family Ministry 

 
 

About Youth Bible Study 
 

  Wednesday Night Bible Study Classes have suffered a devastating impact from the COVID -19 Pandemic 

and lack of in-person classes.  Attendance and participation have dwindled to nearly zero. While the 

concerns surrounding the virus are understandable, we are totally and completely committed to con-

tinuing to help our children and youth increase their knowledge of Jesus Christ.  

 Over the next few weeks and months, until our children and youth return to the Wednesday Night and 

Saturday Bible Study Classes, we will provide information and support in the GoodNewsLetter,  to help 

parents implement an At-Home Bible Study.  The Bible Study topics and supporting scriptures will be 

provided.  Parents and grandparents are encouraged to help their children and grandchildren learn to 

love God’s word. Set aside time to study the Bible as a family. Help your children meet Jesus and com-

mit to following Him! 
(Continued on page 6) 

Lynn Fleming Mona Fleming 
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 THERE ARE FOUR PRIMARY REASONS TO STUDY THE BIBLE AS A FAMILY: 

 Discipleship – We are directed by God to train up our children in the way they should go. 

 It bonds us together – Studying the Bible as a family helps us understand the hearts of our kids as we learn 

more about God’s heart. 

 We are commanded to study the Bible as a family – Consider Deuteronomy 6:5-9 (ESV): 

“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. And 

these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your 

children and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you 

lie down, and when you rise. You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets 

between your eyes. You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.” 

 The Lord rewards us – There is nothing more exciting than seeing our kids grow and develop as they learn 

the Word of God! 

“Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who has no need to be ashamed, 

rightly handling to word of truth. “  Timothy 2:15 

Reference: Thinking Kids Press, Danika Cooley 

 
 
 
 

February is known as the month of Love. This is the perfect time to teach our 

children about God’s love. The love of Jesus is radical. He pushes past personality types, personal 

opinions, and even prejudice. Jesus loves people that culture turns their backs on. This includes the marginal-

ized, disenfranchised, and ostracized. Jesus loves them; Jesus died for them; and Jesus pursues them. You 

have never laid eyes on a person that Jesus didn’t love. Let’s study God’s word and learn how to apply the 

same lens of love to our own lives. First lesson for sharing with your child/ren is included below. 
 

B I B L E  S T U D Y  T O P I C :  L O V E   

S C R I P T U R E :  1  C O R I N T H I A N S  1 3  &  R O M A N S  1 2    

M E M O R Y  V E R S E :  M A R K  1 2 : 3 1   

T H O U  S H A L T  L O V E  T H Y  N E I G H B O R  A S  T H Y S E L F .   
 

This Bible study concentrates on 1 Corinthians 13 and Romans chapter 12. These chapters are sometimes 

called “the love chapters” and they show that the main thing we should focus on, next to Christ, is in how we 

treat one another. Our actions betray our hearts, for good or for bad, and if we treat others and even esteem 

others better than ourselves, then we are fulfilling the royal law to love our neighbor as ourselves (James 

2:8). Of course we don’t have trouble loving ourselves. 

  

We nurture, care for, provide for, and yes, even pamper ourselves but do we treat others in this same way? 

The first and greatest commandment is to love God (Matt 22:37), “And the second is like it: ‘Love your neigh-

bor as yourself'” (Matt 22:39). First John chapter 2 tells us that we can’t say we love God but not our brothers 

and sisters (1 John 2:9-11). Luke chapter 6 is also a superb example of not only how we treat one another but 

how we treat even those who are our enemies. 

 
Reference: Youth Ministry Curriculum, Jack Wellman 

(Continued from page 5) 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.whatchristianswanttoknow.com%2Flove-one-another-bible-verses-and-life-application%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7Caa9ce41b450945b4e2a108d9e06793fa%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637787557
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Christian greeted  

drive-by Guests 

 

 

 

 

Let’s take the time to remember and celebrate the  GSBC Members 

who we lost in 2021 and to pray for those they left behind!!! 

Deaconess Johnnie Mae Killebrew  
June 14, 1924 - May 18, 2021 

Brother Robert Stone 
May 5, 1932 - May 16, 2021 

Rev. Johnathan Higgins 
April 23, 1961 - June 22, 2021 

Sister JoAnne Jones 
June 1, 1934 - August 1, 2021 

Brother Willie Brown, Jr. 
June 9, 1933 - September 3, 2021 

Sister Katie Harris 
April 13, 1936 - October 20, 2021 

“Your life was a blessing, your memory a treasure. You are loved beyond words and missed beyond measure.” 
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Greetings Church family, Denise Zellars here! Just wanting to take 
some time to write a personal note from me to you. 

It is only fitting that I would use my actual photo in this particular 
article of the GNL. I have intentionally used various animations to 
accompany my articles and poetry each month. It is my way of 
"getting out of the way" when God Is at work (see James 4:6) I will 
admit, I enjoyed the anonymity for the first several years of writing 
as some folks would search to place a face to the articles, hence, 
missing the importance.  

It is always my desire and goal to show Christ Jesus through my living 
and therefore, of course, through my writing, too. I began writing for 
the GNL back in the early Spring of 2011. This is around the time I 
began asking our Heavenly Father to reveal my Spiritual Gifts. While I 
had written short stories and poetry for years, I had never written as 
a means of intentional service to/for the Body of Christ. The revela-
tions our Heavenly Father has given me has changed my entire walk 
with Him (see Galatians 5'25). 

It is true devotion each time I study and write in His presence, and I 
am forever honored and grateful to Him. He Is an Awesome God! 

If you have been saved by Christ Jesus and do not know what your 
Spiritual Gifts are, I urge you to go to Him with a sincere and humble 

heart and ask Him to reveal these Gifts, and when He reveals, be obedient to His prompting in exercising 
these Gifts. Every Christian has the indwelling Holy Spirit that distributes Spiritual Gifts as He sees fit (see 
1 Corinthians Chpt. 12:1 -1 1).I love how our brother, the Apostle Paul, explains the various parts to the 
Body of Christ, to; continue reading (1 Corinthians chpt. 12, starting at verse 12-31). 

While these Spiritual Gifts are to be used as acts of service in the edification of the Saints; I have personal-
ly learned that there are muIti-purposed never-ending blessings that accompany these gifts. When I am 
writing to you, what I receive back from our Heavenly Father is overwhelming and it brings me closer to 
Him on a much deeper level that I cannot fathom, nor adequately explain. Our Ministry should bring us 
closer in fellowship/relationship with our Creator. When we have received that saving faith from Him, the 
Holy Spirit begins to mold us and change us into being more Christ-like--He draws us nearer, so then our 
walk can match our talk.  

But, this requires submission to the One Who Is in control. The Ministry we serve in should lead us right 
back to Him/His Word. If the Ministry we serve in has not brought us closer to Christ Jesus in fellowship, 
you know, to the point where our desire for Him has moved us to want more of Him; Then perhaps our 
ministry is nothing more than a hobby, or simply a kind gesture?? Read about kind gestures, or "works" in 
Ephesians Chp. 2:8-10). 

At least four of the gifts I have been given, I have been able to utilize in writing, and in my everyday life: 
Encourage, Teach, Discern and Give. While this will be my farewell article to you, my Spiritual Gifts will 
continue as our God is Infinite, and therefore, there is absolutely no end to Him. My prayer is that others 
will utilize their Spiritual Gifts, too. Not for selfish gain, or self-glory, but to Glorify our One and Only, 
True, and Living God (see Jeremiah 9:24). 

Many of the articles I have submitted this past year have focused on Spiritual Gifts and the Fruit of the Ho-
ly Spirit. It is no coincidence, as our Good Lord is in control, and He prepares us for all things when we 
trust in Him.  

In closing, I leave you with this scripture as we continue serving (see Colossians 3:23-24  “ 23Whatever you 
do, work at it with all your heart; as working for the Lord, not for men, 24since you know that you will re-
ceive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving”). I will look forward 
to reading future GNL articles and submissions that glorify our Awesome God. I sincerely hope that I have 
Encouraged, Taught, Discerned, and have Given to you in a way that is pleasing to Christ Jesus, our Savior 
and LORD. 

Blessings, 

-Denise 
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Note from the GNL Editor: 
On the next 4 Pages of this Month’s GoodNewsLetter, we’ve Included articles on African-American Histor y 
which illustrate how the Lord has blessed the African-American Community despite the efforts of many to 
deny such blessings. Thank You Lord for seeing us through and indeed bringing us from a Mighty Long 
Way!!! 

The first article was 
written by Sanda Jones 
for Shelby County Life  
magazine. It repre-
sents some of the best 
parts of African-
American History. It  
provides a historical 
glimpse of the Fleming 
Family of Shelbyville, 
Kentucky. It was pub-
lished in December 
(and written before 
the loss of 2 of the 
featured family mem-
bers) 

The second and third 
articles report on the 
History of two of the 
oldest churches found-
ed by African-
Americans here in Lou-
isville. In previous edi-
tions of the Good-
NewsLetter, we fea-
tured articles on the 
First African-American 
church in America, and 
First Baptist Church of 
Lexington, KY as well 
as other highlighted 
events during Black 
History Month.  So we 
decided to go local 
this time around by 
sharing the printed 
histories of Fifth 
Street Baptist and 
Green Street Baptist 
Churches.  

hegilmer1@msn.com  
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History of Fifth Street 

Baptist Church* 

First Baptist Church in the city of Louis-
ville was a White congregation; now 
known as Walnut Street Baptist Church. 
This organization had its beginning in the 

year 1815; just five years after Louisville became a city. As was 
the custom in most southern communities, Negro slaves were 
admitted as members, with very limited privileges and assigned 
to seats in the balcony. 
In the year 1829, on the first Sunday in November, 18 slave 
members were given letters of demission and were granted priv-
ilege of worshipping to themselves, “under their vine and fig 
tree”, which was described as swampy and difficult to reach (U 
of L archives).   
The location of the new church was in the neighborhood of 8th 
and Market. But in the year 1829, a call was extended to Rev. 
Henry Adams, a highly educated Negro, living in Georgia. Under 
this leadership, the congregation continued to grow, and soon 
new quarters were sought. In 1833, a White friend, by the name 
of Benjamin Stansburg, deeded to the congregation a lot at Fifth 
and York Streets, where upon the first building owned by Ne-
groes, in the city of Louisville, was erected. The congregation 
continued to grow in favor with God and man. 
In fullness of time there arose a need for more commodious 
quarters, which was fulfilled by the availability of a building on 
Fifth Street, between Walnut and Chestnut. The First Christian 
Church, having moved to another location, sold the property to 
the First Colored Baptist Church for the sum of $5,000. By 1845, 
the name of the church had changed to Fifth Street Baptist 
Church but the congregation remained the same. 
The Rev. Henry Adams departed this life in the year of our Lord 
1872, after having served as Pastor for 33 years. The General 
Association, first known as the State Convention, was organized 
August 15, 1865, at Fifth Street Baptist Church. Also, the first 
school for Negroes in the city of Louisville was organized and 
taught by the Rev. Adams at Fifth Street Baptist Church. Rev. 
Adams was also instrumental in organizing the Colored Baptists 
Church of Jeffersontown, KY. 
The Rev, Andrew H. Heath, a son of the church, and protégé of 
Rev. Adams, was called to shoulder the burdens of pastoring 
(1872-1886). It is reliably reported that Rev. Heath’s administra-
tion was phenomenally successful. The Baptist Women’s Educa-
tional Convention was organized during his administration on 
September 18, 1883. Rev. Heath was a zealous worker, conse-
crated and dedicated to the Gospel ministry. His health soon 
became impaired, and after fourteen years of grueling toil, he 
was laid to rest. 
Following a precedent already established, another son of the 
church, the Rev. John H. Frank, was elevated to the high position 
of leadership. The membership grew to and unprecedented high 
early in this administration. The Baptist Women’s Convention 

had its inception there, as well as the National Baptist Conven-
tion of America, the Laymen’s League of Kentucky, and the City-
Wide Deacons’ Union.  
Dr. Frank had the longest tenure of office, serving as Pastor fifty 
years, after which time the church made him Pastor-Emeritus. 
As such, he remained among us for another two years. After 
life’s long fitful fever has ended, he too was laid to rest, just six 
days after the passing of his son John, Jr. March 23, 1941, which 
brought to a close one of the most outstanding pastorates 
among Negro Baptists. 
The church extended a call to the Rev. W. Augustus Jones, who 
was pastoring the Pinn Memorial Baptist Church of Philadelphia, 
PA. Rev. Jones was a son of the church, having been nurtured 
and trained by the late Dr. Frank. Rev. Jones accepted the call 
and began his ministry midyear of 1937. For 19 years, Rev. Jones 
toiled among the people, endeavoring to rehabilitate the work 
and bring about reforms vitally necessary in these modern 
times. 
Dr. Jones, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, not only paid off 
the indebtedness incurred from remodeling the Fifth Street site, 
but also brought us to this present site in 1949. When Dr. Jones 
retired in 1956, the church made him Pastor-Emeritus, and vot-
ed to him a lifelong pension. Fifth Street has had some outstand-
ing laymen— male and female representatives in all the high 
walk of life. The late William H. Steward was perhaps “the no-
blest Roman of them all”. He was Secretary of the General Asso-
ciation of Kentucky Baptists for more than fifty years, and Secre-
tary of the National Baptist Convention, Inc. On January 4, 1935, 
he departed the walks of men and passed on to his eternal re-
ward. 
After the retirement of Dr. Jones, the Rev. J. Walter Ramsey, by 
vote of the church was chosen as acting pastor and held forces 
together until the church extended a call to Rev. W. J. Hodge 
Pastor of the Diamond Hill Baptist Church in Lynchburg, Virginia 
on April 12, 1957. Of his many accomplishments, the planning 
and construction of the J.O. Blanton House and the H. Temple 
Spears Apartments stand out. Under his guidance, the church 
added a new wing that included a Pastor and Secretary’s office, 
dining facilities, a kitchen, and additional space for Sunday 
School. Other physical additions are central air conditioning and 
new buses. Rev. W.J. Hodge served as Pastor for 38 years. On 
December 26, 2000, Dr. W.J. Hodge also departed from us to a 
building not made by man. 
Rev. Phillip L. Hodge, Sr., a son of the church, was called in 1995. 
Since Rev. Phillip L. Hodge came to historic Fifth Street, the for-
mer parsonage next door has been renovated and re-opened as 
the Marian T. Hodge Center for Excellence, where programs for 
the church as well as the community are flourishing. With ac-
quiring the lot next to the church, the parking lot has also been 
expanded. His seventeenth anniversary was celebrated in July 
and the new “Fifth”, as he fondly speaks of it, is growing both 
spiritually and physically. 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Other noteworthy accomplishments for Fifth Street are: In 1866 
it began a movement for a hospital for freed slaves. In the 1870s 
the revolutionized the concept of social welfare by assigning a 
deacon to supervise the visitation in each of the city’s wards. It 
provided boxes of clothing for the poor members and gave fi-
nancial support to destitute members during the 1873 depres-
sion. By June 1876 the church was able to give $3 a week to the 
poor, comparable to a laborer’s weekly wage. The church gave 
annual financial support to and held fund-raising drives for the 
Colored Orphan’s Home and St. James home for the elderly. The 
church also sponsored missionary work in Africa and established 
several branch missions, some of which became churches. Our 
current location is only the 4th in our church history. 
 

 

Green Street Baptist Church History* 

Green Street Baptist Church 

began in the early part of 

1844. The church’s initial ef-

forts, was to organize the sec-

ond African-American church 

in Louisville, Ky. In fact, 

“Second African Baptist 

Church” would have been the 

name of the church. On April 

28, 1844, thoughts and discussions of creating more Baptist 

churches for coloured people, was held in a meeting by sever-

al leaders involved in the community and church. The first 

written records of the efforts are found at Green Street Baptist 

Church (Second African Baptist Church), Fifth Street Baptist 

Church (First African Baptist Church), and Walnut Street Bap-

tist Church (First Baptist Church). It reads, "We this church, 

has been informed that a certain minister intends to establish 

a second coloured Baptist church in this city. Forthwith, now 

while we would be pleased to do anything in our power to pro-

mote the cause of Christ, yet we believe such a movement in 

the bounds and under the sanction of this church at the pre-

sent time, and under existing circumstance would be hazard-

ous and likely to produce much mischief to the Baptist cause 

among the coloured community in this place. Therefore, re-

solved, that in the opinion of this church for us to encourage 

or sanction such a measure at this time would be inexpedient 

and unwise. Resolved, that any minister or members of this 

church who shall hereafter engage in any measures of this 

kind under existing circumstances will be regarded by the 

church as acting contrary to good order."  

The written records also state that First Baptist Church 

(Walnut Street Baptist Church) conducted a regular meeting 

on July 20, 1844, which they discussed “Second African Bap-

tist Church”. The record reads: "A communication was re-

ceived from Brother George Wells, a man of colour, who has 

been preaching for some time past to people of colour in the 

city. A committee was appointed to consider the request." 

Brother George Wells’ request was not approved during this 

meeting. The final decision of Brother George Wells’ request, 

was made on September 25, 1844 during a call meeting, 

which was held by First Baptist Church. The record reads, "On 

motion was voted that Brother George Wells, a man of colour, 

be received into the church and be encouraged to go on with 

his ministerial labours to our coloured friends in the city and 

that Brethren Heth, Bagley, Clark, Hampton, and Wilson be 

appointed a committee to advise and superintend Brother 

Wells in his labour." 

 The Protection Committee was given their first assignment. 

On September 29, 1844, twenty-eight African Americans met 

for the constitution of the Second African Baptist Church 

(Green Street Baptist Church). On the first Sunday, in January 

of 1848, Second African Baptist Church moved into its new 

home, which is located on the north side of Green Street (It is 

called Liberty Street today) between Preston Street and Floyd 

Street. The church bought the building from Brother William C. 

Buck and the East Baptist Church for $2,815. The building 

was the worship site for East Baptist Church for six years. Sec-

ond African Baptist Church struggled financially. The upkeep 

of the building was a sacrifice for a small group of black be-

lievers during slavery. However, with the blessing of the Lord, 

the church grew, and the property was paid for in four years.  

Although the church grew and had a membership of 280 peo-

ple, it lost a member. Brother George E. Wells died in 1850. 

The new leader of the church was Reverend Caddie. Second 

African Baptist Church had plenty of success as they grew. In 

fact, three churches were organized as independent churches 

by Second African Baptist Church— Forest Baptist Church 

(Newburg Baptist Church) in 1873, First Baptist Church 

(Anchorage Baptist Church) in 1874, and Hill Street Baptist 

Church in 1896. The church also voted to allow George Thom-

as to organize the first choir. 
(Continued on page 12) 
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As the church grew and changed, so did the leaders, location and name of the church. The church would be called Green 

Street Baptist Church soon and the new church would be at 519 East Gray Street. The church’s Building Fund Committee hired 

a local black firm of Plato & Evans to construct the new building. The cost of the construction was $100,000. A ground-

breaking ceremony was held in conjunction with the 1928 National Baptist Convention, to allow the president of the conven-

tion and others to participate. On Sunday, September 28, 1930, the last service was conducted in the "old church", which had 

been home for 86 years. The members proudly marched from Green Street to Gray Street. With a lingering depression and a 

mortgage, the church faced financial hardships. However, with prayer, sacrifice, dedication, and vigilance, the pastor, officers, 

and members worked to pay the mortgage. On September 24, 1944, with cause to commemorate and celebrate, Green Street 

observed its Centennial and burned the mortgage.  

Green Street was also actively involved in the struggle for civil rights for blacks as early as 1886. The church circulated a peti-

tion urging the state legislature to pass a Civil Rights Bill. In 1893 and 1919, Green Street hosted meetings and participated in 

the successful movement to defeat the efforts to segregate the public transportation system in Louisville. The church joined 

the Interracial Commission headed by Dr. James Bond in 1920. Green Street was one of the first institutions to give support to 

the 1961 student led sit-in movement to desegregate public accommodations in Louisville when three of its members, Raoul 

Cunningham, John Arnold, and Lawrence Williams were among the first five arrested. On August 3, 1967, Green Street hosted 

a city-wide rally to encourage blacks to register and vote. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. spoke and made his last appearance in 

Louisville at this rally.  

Today, the church is a member of the East Louisville Community Ministry, the West Louisville Community Ministry, and holds 

Lifetime Membership in the NAACP…... Green Street has been blessed. It is one of the few African American churches pos-

sessing a complete history of existence. During one hundred and fifty years, the church has been led by eight pastors (Ed. Note

-inc. Pasor Carl Jones) . Three pastors served until death, and two voluntarily retired after more than thirty-five years of service. 

Green Street has never had a split in membership and has always settled differences of opinion according to the New Testa-

ment doctrines and Baptist principles   

(*From Church website)

(Continued from page 11) History of Green Street Baptist 

Sis Grant singing “May the work I’ve Done 

Speak for me!” 

Sis. Bonnie was presented with Flowers 

Following worship service, Sis. Grant is surrounded by Mass Choir Members 

along with Bass Player, Will Perkins, and her grandson and Drummer, Dwight 

Thompson. 
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Pastor and the 

Crew 

Opportunities to Be in the Presence of 
God through the Study of His Word,     

Prayer, and with Regular Worship while 
maintaining  Social Distance!!!    
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Christian Symbol 

Valleys symbolize life’s dark 
or low points; for example, 
Psalm 23:4 refers to “the 
valley of the shadow of 
death” (ESV). But valleys 
also symbolize people who 
find God’s favor because 
they’re lowly and meek. As a 
result, valleys can be places 
of blessing. God lifts his 
people out of despair and 
rewards their faithfulness. 
He also promises to “level” 
conditions by raising up val-
leys and bringing down 
mountains (see Isaiah 40:4).  

 

 

 



G O O D N E W S L E T T E R  
Page 15 GOODNEWSLETTER 

 

 

F R O M  T H E  E V A N G E L I S M  M I N I S T R Y  F O R  Y O U R  C O N S I D E R A T I O N  

Choose Today 

 18And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, 

All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. 

^19Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptiz-

ing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Ghost: Matthew 28:18,19 

 

 Matthew 28:20 ²⁰Teaching them to observe all 

things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, 

I am with you always, even unto the end of the 

world. Amen.    Matthew 28:20 
 

 “For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of 

power, and of love, and of a sound mind.”      II Tim-

othy 1:7 
 

 For the time is come that judgment must begin at 

the house of God: and if it first begin at us, what 

shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel 

of God? And if the righteous scarcely be saved, 

where shall the ungodly and the sinner appear?     

1 Peter 4:17-18 

 

 The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life; and he 

that winneth souls is wise.   Proverbs 11:30 
 

 And he saith unto them, Follow me, and I will make 

you fishers of men.  Matthew 4:19 
 

 Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and 

ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth 

fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that what-

soever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he 

may give it you.     John 15:16 KJV 

 But sanctify the LORD God in your hearts: and be 

ready always to give an answer to every man that 

asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with 

meekness and fear:    1 Peter 3:15 KJV 
 

 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but 

against principalities, against powers, against the 

rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritu-

al wickedness in high places.    Ephesians 6:12 KJV 
 

 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the LORD, and in 

the power of his might.    Ephesians 6:10 
 

   What is Your Choice??? 

 

I CHOOSE TO TRUST JESUS AS MY SAVIOR 

For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; 

and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation… 

”For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord 

shall be saved. (Romans 10: 10, 13) 

He that believeth on Him is not condemned….” John 

3:18a 

 

I CHOOSE TO REJECT JESUS AND KEEP MY 

WAY 

“…but he that believeth not is condemned already, be-

cause he hath not believed in the name of the only 

begotten Son of God.”   John 3:18b 

“And whosoever was not found written in the book of life 

was cast into the lake of fire.” Revelation 20:15 

If you are interested in and want to talk to someone about this, you can contact the Church office at 

502-587-8869 and speak with Deacon Merrill or any  member of the Evangelism Team!!! 

 

 

https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/1-Peter-4-17/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/1-Peter-4-17/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/1-Peter-4-17/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/1-Peter-4-17/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/1-Peter-4-18/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/1-Peter-4-18/


  

Place 

stamp here 

Opportunities to be in the presence 
of God through the study of His 

word and In the Center of  Prayer 
 (See Page 9 for updated schedule of   in 

person and online audio or video  
opportunities) 

From:  

Greater Salem Baptist Church 

1009 West Chestnut Street 

Louisville, KY  40203 

  

 

Greater Salem Baptist 

1009 West Chestnut Street 

Louisville KY  40203 

 
Office Staff 

Monica Little 
Lenette Dennison 

Telephone Number 

502-587-8869 

Email:  

aagrsalem@bellsouth.net 

Office Hours 

Monday through Friday 

09: 00 am to 02:00 pm 

Saturday 10:00 am to 2:00 pm  

 

 

Deadline for the March 2022 GNL  

2/20/2022 

The GoodNewsLetter is  

available online at   

greatersalembaptist.org 

 

Minister of Music Search 

Greater Salem Baptist Church is        

currently accepting  applications for 

the   position of Minister of Music.  

You may submit resumes to  the    

Attention:  Deacon  Marshall Merrill, 

Greater Salem Baptist Church, 1009 

W. Chestnut Street, Louisville, KY 

40203.. You may also  contact the 

Church by calling 502-587-8869. or 

by calling  cell number  502-938-

3792.  

Resumes may also be submitted via 

email to : aagrsalem@bellsouth.net 


