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ECAC Newslet ter  

ecacmoaa.com  

The President’s Corner: 

 

Perspective Parsed Together From Some Letters I Read 

For a small amount of perspective at this moment, imagine you were born in 1900. When you were 
14, World War I started, and ended on your 18th birthday.  Twenty-two million people were killed 
during the war. Later in the year, the Spanish Flu epidemic hit the world and continued on until you 
turned 20. Fifty million people died in that one.  

When you turn 29, the Great Depression begins. Unemployment hits 25% and global GDP drops 
27%. That continued until you were 33 and the country nearly collapsed, along with the world 
economy. For your 39th birthday, World War II starts. You aren’t even middle aged yet and you’ve 
been through quite a bit and now this? When you’re 41, the US enters the war which lasts until 
you’re 45 and 75 million people die during the conflict with 6 million more people being killed in the 
Holocaust.  

When you turn 52, the Korean war starts ultimately claiming 5 million people. For your 62nd birthday, 
the Cuban Missile crisis happens, nearly ending life as we know it on planet Earth. For whatever 
reason, luck, leadership, or humanity prevailed against the odds and life survives. At 64, the Vietnam 
war begins and goes on until you’re 75. Four million people die in that conflict.  

Think of everyone born in 1900 and how much they endured. A kid in 1985 probably didn't think that 
their 85-year-old grandparent had any notion of how hard and dif<cult school was. Yet those same 
grandparents lived through everything described above.  

Viewing our current plight with Covid-19 through a little historical perspective is both useful and 
enlightening. While we may have valid fears and concerns for both ourselves and our nation, we as a 
people have been through much worse and survived. Throughout the history of the world, there has 
never been a storm that has lasted. We will get through this together because this too shall pass. 

We are a gregarious people and I very much look forward to our next dinner whenever that might 
be. Until then, let’s be safe out there. 

Respectfully, 

Mike Horse<eld 
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ECAC-MOAA’s 2020 Meeting Dates  

 

Jan 21st Tuesday     6 PM Moores Mill Club 

Feb  18th Tuesday    6 PM Moores Mill Club 

Mar 24th   Tuesday  6 PM Cancelled COVID-19 

April  21st    
   Tuesday      6 PM Cancelled COVID-19 

May  19th
     Tuesday      6 PM Cancelled COVID-19 

June             None 

July              None 

Aug 15th
 Saturday    4 PM Grove Hill Clubhouse 

Sept  15h
 Tuesday     6 PM Moores Mill Club 

Oct  20th
    Tuesday     6 PM Moores Mill Club 

Nov  17th Tuesday     6 PM  Moores Mill Club 

Dec  15th Tuesday    6 PM Moores Mill Club 

April was Month of the Military Child  

 

Who Can Join? 

Membership in the East-Central Alabama Chapter is open to any National MOAA member who is on active 
duty, reserve, retired, or a former commissioned officer or warrant officer in any component of the Seven 
Uniformed Services of the United States (U.S. Army, U.S. Marine Corps, U.S. Navy, U.S. Air Force, U.S. Space 
Force, U.S. Coast Guard, U.S. Public Health Service, or the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration). The Surviving Spouse of these individuals are also eligible to join and participate as regular 
members.  Additionally, we offer Associate memberships to 4th year ROTC cadets at Auburn University and 

Tuskegee University as well as to the living spouse of a regular Chapter member. 
 

 

Why join MOAA or a Chapter? 

The Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) is the country's  leading organization protecting the rights 
of military service members  and their families. Those who belong to MOAA not only lend their voices  to a 
greater cause, but they also gain access to extensive benefits  tailored to the needs and lifestyles of military 
officers.  Click on or go to https://www.moaa.org/whymoaa/ for a short video on why you should join MOAA. 

April was designated as Month of the 
Military Child; a time to honor the 
sacri<ces made by military families 
worldwide, with an emphasis on the 
experience of the dependent children of 
military members serving at home and overseas. 
“Purple Up! For Military Kids” is a day for DoDEA 
Communities to wear purple to show support and 
thank military children for their strength and 
sacri<ces. Purple indicates that all branches of the 
military are supported. Air Force blue, Army green, 
Navy blue, Marine red, Space Force black, and Coast 
Guard blue.  When combine, these colors produce the 
color purple. 

 
 
 

 

Month of the Military Child is sponsored by the 
Department of Defense Military Community and Family 
Policy and supported by many other organizations such 
as the DoDEA.  

https://militarybene%ts.info/month-of-the-military-child/  
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Secretary’s Report 
April/May/June  2020 

As of May 19, 2020, the chapter has: A reminder that 2020 dues were due January 1
st

.   

69 Regular Members $20 Per regular member. 

10 Surviving Spouse Members $15 Per dual member. 

2 Associate Members $5 Per Surviving Spouse/Associate/ROTC 

81 Total Members   

Please mail a check to ECAC-MOAA, P.O. Box 124, Auburn, AL, 36830-0124. Or, bring your check to a 
dinner meeting. 

Per Chapter By-laws, you must become a member of National MOAA to belong to the chapter. 

Our May dinner meeting was cancelled due to the COVID-19 virus.  Everyone is reminded and encouraged 
to follow CDC instructions, self-isolate, and maintain social distance. 

The June Board of Directors meeting has been moved to Wednesday, July 7th and will meet at 1300 at the 
American Red Cross (permitting) or by Zoom teleconference.   

If you have any information that has changed, please contact Bill Broome at 
wjbroome@gmail.com or 703-395-4317. 

Summary of Activity 03/01/2020 to 03/31/2020 

Balance Forward from 03/01/2020 $5,015.28    
  

  
Deposits/Credits 

  
$460.00  

Withdrawals/Debits 

  

$100.00 

Service Charges .00 
  

$5,375.28 Ending Balance as of 03/31/2020:   

Treasurer’s Report 

April/May/June 2020 

 

Summary of Activity 04/01/2020 to 04/30/2020 

Balance Forward from 04/01/2020 $5,375.28   
  

  
Deposits/Credits 

  
$220.00   

Withdrawals/Debits 

  

$162.99 

Service Charges .00 
  

Ending Balance as of 04/30/2020:   $5,432.29 

Summary of Activity 05/01/2020 to 05/31/2020 

Balance Forward from 05/01/2020 $5,432.29   
  

  
Deposits/Credits 

  
$20.00  

Withdrawals/Debits 

  

$222.56  

Service Charges .00 
  

Ending Balance as of 05/22/2020:   $5,229.73  

FYI: If you are wearing a non-disposable cloth mask to prevent the spread of Covid-19, be sure 
to wash your mask in hot water and soap, scrubbing at least 20 seconds. Tumble the mask in 
the dryer on high heat to further sanitize, and store in a clean place. Cloth face masks should be 
worn in public settings where social distancing measures are difficult to maintain, such as in 
grocery stores, especially in areas of significant community-based transmission. 
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MOAA News 

MOAA Member Set for Another Historic Space Launch 

By: Amanda Dolasinski MAY 12, 2020 

When NASA astronaut Doug Hurley returned to Earth in 2011 after piloting 

the space shuttle Atlantis to the International Space Station (ISS) in the 

shuttle program’s final mission, he assumed he’d made his last spaceflight. 

It was his second shuttle mission, following countless missions as a fighter 

pilot and test pilot for the Marine Corps. But now, the retired colonel is putting 

a spacesuit back on for a return to orbit on a commercial spacecraft. 

“I certainly didn’t expect to fly again,” Hurley said May 2 during a NASA press 

conference about the May 27 launch. “It’s a great honor to be part of this mission. It’s just amazing after all 

this time to be less than a month away from launch down in Florida.” 

Hurley, a MOAA member, joins fellow officer Col. Bob Behnken, USAF, to form the two-man crew of 

SpaceX’s Crew Dragon from NASA’s Kennedy Space Center. It will be the first crewed launch from the 

United States since Hurley and three crewmates lifted off aboard Atlantis on July 8, 2011. 

Hurley retired from the Marine Corps in 2012 after 24 years in uniform. He served as a fighter pilot and test 

pilot, and was selected to be a NASA astronaut in 2000.   

In 2009, Hurley piloted the space shuttle Endeavour to the ISS; when the crew arrived, they were part of a 

record-breaking international team of 13 astronauts working on the station. 

Hurley piloted Atlantis two years later, then went on to become assistant director for NASA’s Commercial 

Crew Program. He was asked not just if he would fly again, but fly on a commercial vehicle.  “And at that 

point, I thought that was probably an exciting thing to do,” Hurley said. “I think Bob and I are very humbled 

to be in this position in order to do that.” 

The Commercial Crew Program pairs NASA with the aerospace industry to launch astronauts on American 

rockets from the United States. The flight will provide data toward certifying SpaceX’s crew transportation 

system for regular flights carrying astronauts to and from the space station. The astronauts will reach the 

ISS, where they will spend about three months. 

The spacecraft was designed by SpaceX with input from NASA and the astronauts. The commercial vehicle 

will have advanced features, like touch-screen controls. But some of the accommodations will take the 

astronauts back to their time in the military. 

SpaceX’s Falcon 9 rocket lifted off on Saturday, May 30, 2020 at 3:22 

p.m. from pad 39A, the historic site from which the crew of Apollo 11 left 

for the moon, after a seamless countdown where the primary concern 

was inclement weather that on Wednesday had forced a postponement 

of the first launch attempt. 

The Crew Dragon capsule, which separated from the booster on time 12 

minutes into the flight. SpaceX's Crew Dragon capsule docked with the 

station On Sunday, May 31, 2020 at 10:16 a.m. ET while flying over the 

border of northern China and Mongolia. Behnken and Hurley emerged, smiling, from the capsule around 

1:15 pm ET. They were greeted by fellow NASA astronaut Christopher Cassidy and Russian cosmonauts 

Anatoli Ivanishin and Ivan Vagner, who were already on board the orbiting laboratory. 

 

NASA astronaut and MOAA member Col. 
Doug Hurley, USMC (Ret). (SpaceX photo 

https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2020-news-articles/moaa-member-set-for-another-historic-space-launch/  

https://techcrunch.com/2020/05/31/spacexs-first-crewed-spacecraft-successfully-docks-with-the-international-space-station/  
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Legislative Chair—Charlie Block National, State & Local News 

There are many issues that MOAA supports that I have outlined in emails to our membership. One that I 
believe is worth mentioning again is the proposal to remove copays for Tricare pharmacy medicines 
during an emergency. Please consider using the link in the following paragraph to contact your elected 
of<cials. 

The Congress continues to make progress toward a possible TRICARE pharmacy co-pay waiver during 
the COVID-19 national emergency. Representatives Lisa Blunt Rochester (D-Del.) and Elaine Luria (D-
VA.) have introduced H.R.6573, the Help our Heroes Access Medicine Act, authorizing DOD to waive 
TRICARE prescription co-pays during national emergencies.  

TAKEACTION: Ask Your Lawmaker to Support H.R.6573. While the legislation stops short of mandating a 
co-pay waiver, it outlines the decision criteria Congress expects DOD to use in evaluating a waiver during 
such emergencies. By doing so, it makes the intent of Congress clear: TRICARE mail order pharmacy co-
pays should be waived under the current circumstances. The bill not only gives DOD flexibility in using 
the authority to waive co-pays, but also ensures of<cials can use this legislation in future national 
emergencies. As Congress considers the next round of coronavirus stimulus legislation, MOAA is 
reaching out to the Senate side to encourage a companion bill. Please join us in our efforts by 
encouraging your members of Congress to support H.R. 6573. 

VA Inspector General Releases Semiannual Report to Congress 

By: Kevin Lilley MAY 27, 2020 

VA's Of<ce of Inspector General (OIG) released its semiannual report to Congress on May 26, outlining the 
agency's activities from Oct. 1, 2019 through March 31, 2020. 

 The 112-page report can be downloaded here. Among the highlights: 

• OIG reported nearly $867 million in "monetary impact" over the six-month span, with more than half 
that total coming from "better use of funds" and the rest stemming from <nes, cost savings, and other 
means. With a budget of just more than $83 million, OIG claimed a 10-to-1 return on investment. 

• The of<ce made 142 arrests, referred 158 cases to the Department of Justice for prosecution, and re-
ferred 29 cases to state or local authorities. 

OIG <elded 14,747 hotline contacts over the six-month span, opening 895 cases and closing 686. It issued 
531 corrective actions or administrative sanctions relating to the claims and reported a 36% "substantiation  
of allegations" rate. (You can contact the OIG at 800-488-8244 or at www.va.gov/oig.) 
 

https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2020-news-articles/va-inspector-general-releases-semiannual-report-to-congress/ 

Mental Health Awareness Month 

May is Mental Health Awareness month.  It 
began in 1949, sponsored by Mental Health 
America in an effort to de-stigmatize mental 
illness. It also strives to raise awareness of 
mental illness, and to educate citizens about 
treatments available to those struggling with 
mental health issues. During this time of stress 
and worry brought on by the Pandemic, the 
issue of mental health and well being was very 
timely. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

June is National Men’s Health Month! 
June is Men’s Health Month, a national observance 
used to raise awareness about health care for men 
and focus on encouraging boys, men and their 
families to practice and implement healthy living 
decisions, such as exercising and eating healthy. 
According to the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, men in the United States, on average, 
die 5 years earlier than women and die at higher 
rates from the three leading causes of death, heart 
disease, cancer, and unintentional injuries. During 
Men’s Health Month, we encourage men to take 
control of their health, and for families to teach 
young boys healthy habits throughout childhood. 

https://www.mhanational.org/mental-health-month https://www.mhanational.org/mental-health-month 

Plan a "Wear Blue" 
event to help 
spread the 
knowledge of Men's 
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MEMBERS AND EVENTS 

On April 18, 2020, the Chapter lost one of it’s longest serving members. Lieutenant Colonel 
Michael Gennady Kosolapoff, US Army, (Retired) passed away at Bethany House after a short 
illness.   

Mike was the son of Russian immigrants. His father was a chemistry 

and biochemistry professor who came to Alabama Polytechnic 

Institute, now Auburn University, in 1948.  Mike grew up in Auburn and 

graduated from Auburn High School in 1959 and Auburn University in 

1963.  He met his wife, Emily, his life-long love, on a blind date and 

they were married in1964.  Mike and Emily were married for almost 54 

years until her death in 2018. Mike entered active duty in March of 

1964 through the Reserve Officer Training Corp (ROTC) at Auburn 

University. He served for 23 years in the US Army, with two terms in 

Vietnam. During his first tour, he initially served as a forward observer 

and then as the commander of Battery C, 1st Battalion of the 19th 

Infantry Division's 11th Artillery. Mike received the Bronze Star for  

 

heroism during operations against a hostile force. During his second tour, he served as an advisor 

to a South Vietnamese artillery unit. He was deployed two other times as well; he spent three years 

in Okinawa, Japan and three years in Germany. After retiring from the Army, Mike became a math 

teacher and guidance counselor at Valley High School and then Auburn High School.  In 2010, he 

retired after serving 23 years as an Alabama educator. Mike’s greatest impact was his service to 

others.  Mike’s presence was ubiquitous; the number of community programs he was involved in 

Auburn and Lee County are too numerous to list.  He worked with Lee County Habitat for Humanity 

for over two decades and served on its Board (He helped build 18 houses).  Mike was a member, 

an officer, and served as the oratorical contest director for American Legion Post 152.  For years, 

he handed out American Legion red poppies during Memorial Day, Veterans’ Day and other mili-

tary ceremonies.  His service to his church, Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, was truly amazing.  He 

was a faithful member serving as a lay eucharistic minister (LEM), lector, usher, director of the aco-

lyte program, and many other positions when asked to serve. Finally, his service to our Chapter as 

Chair, ROTC MOAA Awards for several decades, treasurer from 2005-2009, and chaplain emeritus 

exemplify MOAA’s moto: “Never Stop Serving”. Mike’s most endearing quality was his individual 

kindness to others, which will be felt by many lives he touched.  He is survived by his daughter, 

Lara and her husband, Jerry Wright of Dothan, Alabama. 
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Cadet Major Black was the Commander of the 
Golden Eagles Battalion at Brooker T. 
Washington High School (BTWHS) and served 
with distinction. She graduated on May 20, 2020 
from BTWHS with a 3.7 GPA.  During her high 
school years, Cadet Black participate in many 
extracurricular activities.  She was a member of 
the band, academic teams, the school 
newspaper, student government, the Golden 
Ambassadors, Gear Up,  Campus Life Student 
Leaders, the Robotics Club, and National Honor 
Society.  In addition, Cadet Black earned college 
credits through the Dual Enrollment Program at 
Tuskegee University. In the fall, Cadet Black  
plans to attend the University of Alabama 
Birmingham (UAB) with a major in kinesiology 
with a minor in mathematics. 

Cadet Major Koerper was the Executive Of<cer for 
the Tiger Battalion at Auburn High School.  His 
performance this year has been exemplary and he 
has been integral in the staff’s efforts to launch a 
new website and revamp the battalion’s Standard 
Operating Procedures.  Cadet Koerper displays 
the values that reflect greatly upon the unit.  An 
exceptional leader, Cadet Koerper has been 
chosen to be the commander for the Tiger 
Battalion next year.  He is also an exceptional 
musician and vital to the success of the band 
program at the high school.  Cadet Koerper plans 
to apply for a national ROTC scholarship with the 
hopes of attending Auburn University and 
obtaining a degree in nursing.  With all that said, 
he is de<nitely worthy of this award and will 
represent the Association well. 

Cadet Major  

Shakayla Black 
BTWH

Cadet Major  

Ryan Koerper 

Cadet First Lieutenant 

Robert Alexander  

Cadet Captain 

Riley Harrison 

Cadet First Lieutenant 

Robert Alexander  

ECAC-MOAA High School JROTC Award Winners  

Cadet 1stLt Robert Alexander is currently a junior 
with a 3.5 GPA and serves as the Operations 
Of<cer for the Smiths Station High MCJROTC Unit.  
He is a member of the high school Football Team 
and Student Council; he is very involved with both 
organizations.  Earlier in school year as part of the 
Student Council, he worked with the Smiths Station 
Mayor’s Of<ce to help organized the city’s annual 
Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony.  He also helped 
to plan and set up all the school’s activities for 
Homecoming Week.  In addition to being the Unit’s 
Operations Of<cer, he is a member of the unit’s 
Raider Team where he put together a challenging 
obstacle course for the cadets.  For the past four 
years, he has been a member of the Smiths Station 
MCJROTC Air Rifle Team, where he has always 
been ranked as one of the team’s top shooters.  
Cadet Alexander will graduate in May 2021 and 
plans to join the U.S. Coast Guard.  He also plans to 
earn a college degree and become a 
Commissioned Of<cer in Coast Guard. 

Cadet Captain Harrison has attended Southern 
Preparatory Academy for three years. Cadet 
Harrison currently holds the 2nd highest position 
in the Battalion as the Executive Of<cer. During 
his three years Cadet Harrison has held several 
leadership positions: Squad Leader, Platoon 
Sergeant, and Charlie Company Commander. 
While attending the Academy Cadet Harrison has 
been on the Battalion Drill Team for three years, 
Cross Country team for two years, the Baseball 
team for one year, and has been a member of the 
BETA Club for one year. Cadet Harrison has been 
a member of the Civil Air Patrol for six years and 
is currently a 2nd Lieutenant in the Auburn 
Composite Squadron. Cadet Harrison will be the 
Valedictorian for school year 2019-2020 with a 
GPA of 3.80. Cadet Harrison has applied to the 
United States Coast Guard Academy and has 
received a Presidential Scholarship to the 
University of Alabama. 

Cadet Captain 

Riley Harrison 

Cadet First Lieutenant 

Robert Alexander  
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ECAC-MOAA Auburn University 
ROTC Award Winners  

Cadet Kelly is pursuing a degree in Mechanical 
Engineering at Auburn University. He is a member 
of the Honors College with a 4.0 GPA and is 
projected to graduate in August 2021. His 
academics earned him a three-year HSSP ROTC 
scholarship.  As part of the Det 005 Commander’s 
Action Group, he was responsible for planning 
and executing recruiting events on-campus and at 
local high schools. After this position, Cadet Kelly 
led the MWR Flight. He planned and executed 
events designed to boost morale within the Cadet 
Wing, such as tailgates, bene<t nights and game 
nights. During this last semester, Cadet Kelly set 
the bar high for other cadets as Executive Of<cer. 
His accomplishments led to his selection as 
Special Events Flight Commander. Cadet Kelly is 
also an active member of the Arnold Air Society, 
serving as the Operations Of<cer. He has been an 
active member of the Honor Guard since Fall 
2017. As Commander for Spring 2020, he has 
upgraded the inventory and revamped 
equipment. He was recently selected for a rated 
pilot slot and looks forward to flying the F-15.  

Midshipman First Class Cameron Baker was 
selected by Captain William D. Billingslea, 
Commander of the Auburn-Tuskegee Navy 
ROTC Consortium, as Auburn University’s 
NROTC Marine recipient of the MOAA Medal. 
According to Captain Billingslea, he possesses 
all of the characteristics worthy of this award.  In 
May 2020, MIDN 1/C Baker completed his 
degree in Finance with a 3.66 GPA and was 
commissioned as a Second Lieutenant in the 
United States Marine Corp.  

Midshipman 

First Class 

Cameron Baker  

Cadet Captain 

Tanner C. Kelly  

 Cadet Metzgar served as Ranger Challenge 
Platoon Sergeant for the 2019-2020 school year. 
Cadet Metzgar has attended the Cultural 
Understanding and Leadership Program in 
Madagascar. He participated in Cadet Field 
Training at the United States Military Academy, 
and is a graduate of Air Assault School. He is 
currently studying Finance and has a GPA of 
3.84. He plans to be commissioned as an Active 
Duty Infantry Of<cer in the Spring of 2021.  

Cadet 

 Shawn Metzgar 

Midshipman 

First Class 

John-Nicholas Clay  

Midshipman First Class John-Nicholas Clay was 
selected by Captain William D. Billingslea, 
Commander of the Auburn-Tuskegee Navy 
ROTC Consortium, as Auburn University’s 
NROTC Navy recipient of the MOAA Medal. 
According to Captain Billingslea, he possesses 
all of the characteristics worthy of this award. In 
May 2020, MIDN 1/C Clay completed his 
degree in Mechanical Engineering with a 3.09 
GPA and was commissioned as an Ensign in the 
United States Navy. 
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ECAC-MOAA Tuskegee University 
ROTC Award Winners 

Cadet Captain Hunter Bryant hails from 
Shreveport, Louisiana and attained an Aerospace 
Engineering Degree in May of 2020 from 
Tuskegee University.  While at Tuskegee 
University he was a leader in the Air Force 
Reserve Of<cer Training Corps program where he 
served as both the Cadet Operations Group and 
Cadet Wing Commander.  Beyond academics and 
military training, Hunter earned a private pilots 
license, and was an active member of Kappa 
Alpha Psi Fraternity, the Red Tail Scholarship 
Foundation, and national engineering 
associations.  Through af<liation with these 
groups, Mr. Bryant mentored elementary, middle, 
and high school students on military aviation and 
STEM careers.  He is projected to be 
commissioned as a Second Lieutenant in the 
United States Air Force later this year. 

Midshipman 

First Class 

Roderic Williams 

Cadet Captain 

Hunter Bryant  

 Cadet SSG Jonathan Andrews was born and 
raised in Atlanta, Georgia. Cadet Andrews is a 
junior majoring in Mechanical Engineering. He 
is a national member of the American Society 
of Mechanical Engineering and the National 
Society of Black Engineers. Cadet Andrews 
has earned the Army Basic Parachutist Badge. 
He is also a member of the color guard and 
Ranger Challenge Team for Golden Tiger 
Battalion. Cadet Andrews is scheduled to 
graduate and receive his commission in the 
United States Army in May of 2022. Cadet 
Andrews plans to serve as an Of<cer in the US 
Army Corp of Engineers. 

 Cadet Staff  

Sergeant 

Jonathan Andrews  

Midshipman 

First Class 

Roman Rodriguez 

Midshipman First Class Roman Rodriguez 
was selected by Captain William D. Billingslea, 
Commander of the Auburn-Tuskegee Navy 
ROTC Consortium, as Auburn University’s 
NROTC Marine recipient of the MOAA Medal. 
According to Captain Billingslea, he possesses 
all of the characteristics worthy of this award. In 
May 2020, MIDN 1/C Rodriguez completed his 
degree in Aerospace Engineering with a 3.76 
GPA and was commissioned as an Ensign in the 
United States Navy. 

Midshipman First Class Roderic Williams 
was selected by Captain William D. Billingslea, 
Commander of the Auburn-Tuskegee Navy 
ROTC Consortium, as Tuskegee University’s 
NROTC Navy recipient of the MOAA Medal. 
According to Captain Billingslea, he possesses 
all of the characteristics worthy of this award. In 
May 2020, MIDN 1/C Williams completed his 
degree in Environmental Science with a 2.92 
GPA and was commissioned as a Second 
Lieutenant in the United States Marine Corp.  
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Executive Board 

President: Mike Horsefield 

Vice President: Jeff Bohler 

Secretary: Bill Broome 

Treasurer: Earl Digman 

Director Chapter Affairs: Marilyn Horsefield 

Director Communication: Cathy Golden 

Director Program & Banquet: Mike Golden 

Director Legislative: Charlie Block 

Past President: Mike Golden 

Chair Positions 

Surviving Spouses Liaison: Marilyn Horsefield 

Tops: Mike Horsefield 

Membership: Judy Bohler 

Personal Affairs: Marilyn Horsefield 

Newsletter: Cathy Golden 

Web Site: Bill Broome 

Digital Com: Jeff Bohler 

News Release: Bill Broome 

 

Chair Positions– cont. 

ROTC Awards: Mike Golden 

Monthly Mtg: Mike Golden 

Guest Speaker: Jeff Bohler 

By-Laws: Charlie Block 

State Council: Charlie Block 

Legislative Updates; Charlie Block 

MOAA News: Charlie Block 

Chaplain: Mike Golden 

ECAC Mission Statement 
The East-Central Alabama Chapter is an affiliate of the Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) and was 
chartered in 1970.  It serves the cities of Auburn and Opelika, Alabama, as well as the surrounding areas of Lee, 
Chambers, Russell, Tallapoosa, and Macon counties in Alabama.    

The mission of the East-Central Alabama Chapter is to benefit the members of the uniformed services, their 
families and survivors, and to advocate for a strong national defense, while providing needed support to the 
community and its members. 

United States Space Force (USSF) 

The United States Space Force (USSF) is the space warfare service 
branch of the U.S. Armed Forces, and is one of the eight U.S. uniformed 
services. The sixth and youngest branch of the U.S. Armed Forces, it was 
the first branch of the military established since the formation of the 
independent U.S. Air Force in 1947. The direct antecedent of the Space 
Force, Air Force Space Command, was formed on 1 September 1982 with 
responsibility for space warfare operations. The National Defense 
Authorization Act for 2020 redesignated Air Force Space Command as the 
U.S. Space Force, and established it as an independent branch of the U.S. 
Armed Forces on 20 December 2019.  

Executive Officers and Chair Positions for 2020-2021 

Come and Join Us at One of Our Monthly Dinner Meetings. 

Dinner meetings are held on the third Tuesday in January, February, March, April, May, 

September, October, November and December at The Moore's Mill Club in Auburn.    

The meetings begin at 6:00 pm with a social time and usually adjourn by 8:00 pm.    

We do not meet in June & July. Our annual August Luau is at a separate location. 

Due to VOVID-19, Chapter face to face meetings are on 

hold until safe conditions can be guaranteed. 

Join ECAC Online! 
https://ecacmoaa.com/join-ecac 
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Editorial Policy.  The East-Central Alabama Chapter of the Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) and national 
MOAA provide their advocacy in a nonpartisan manner.  Any conveyance of partisanship is unintended.  

 MEMORIAL DAY 
Memorial Day started as an event to honor Union soldiers who had died during the American Civil War. It was 
inspired by the way people in the Southern states honored their dead. After World War I, it was extended to 
include all men and women who died in any war or military action. 

On May 5, 1866, residents of Waterloo, New York, observe a Memorial Day in honor of all who died during the 
Civil War. Businesses were closed and soldiers' graves were decorated. 

In 1868, General John Alexander Logan of<cially proclaims May 30, 1868, as Memorial Day in honor of the 
Union soldiers who died in the Civil War. Until after World War I, southern states celebrated a separate 
Memorial Day in honor of the Confederate dead. 

Memorial Day was originally known as Decoration Day. The current name for this day did not come into use 
until after World War II. Decoration Day and then Memorial Day used to be held on May 30, regardless of the 
day of the week, on which it fell. In 1968, the "Uniform Holidays Bill,"  was passed as part of a move to use 
federal holidays to create three-day weekends. This meant that that, from 1971, Memorial Day holiday has 
been of<cially observed on the last Monday in May.  

On December 28, 2000, President Bill Clinton signs the "National Moment of Remembrance Act," which 
designates 3:00 p.m. local time on Memorial Day each year as the National Moment of Remembrance. 

Memorial Day 2020 was celebrated very differently due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  Many ceremonies across 
the country were streamed live, in an attempt to protect the lives of our most vulnerable veterans, their 
families, and our citizens.  The Mayors of both Auburn and Opelika utilized this method as a way to safely 
honor our fallen hero who paid the ultimate price for our liberty and freedoms that all citizens enjoy. 

Some of the articles on these pages are gathered online 
from various MOAA websites and newsletters.  They are 
attributable to their reporters and personnel.  Contact the 
club secretary with any questions. 

ECAC-MOAA 

P.O. Box 124 

Auburn, AL 36831-0124 

If you are interested in joining our Facebook group, you 
can use the following link: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/300482473982236/ 

If you are interested in joining our LinkedIn group, you 
can use the following link: 

https://www.linkedin.com/groups/12227504/ 

Find  

ECAC-MOAA on 
Facebook and 

Linked In 

The red poppy is a symbol of both 
remembrance and hope for a 
peaceful future.   The wearing 
of poppies in honor of America's war 
dead is traditionally done 
on Memorial Day. In war-torn 
battle<elds, the red <eld poppy was one of the <rst 
plants to grow. ... The practice of wearing 
of poppies was inspired by the poem In Flanders 
Fields, written in 1915 by Canadian soldier John 
McCrae. The poppy is a well-known and well-
established symbol, one that carries a wealth of 
history and meaning with it. 

Tomb Unknown Soldiers Arlington Cemetery 


