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ECAC Newslet ter  

FEBRUARY 2024 ECAC 

ecacmoaa.com  

Next Dinner Meeting  
February 15, 2024 

1800 —Thursday— 6 PM 
 

 1650 Yarbrough Farms Blvd.  
Auburn, AL 36830 

Take Shug Jordan Pkwy to  
North Donahue Dr. and go north.  

 After 1/2 mile turn left  
onto Yarbrough Farms Blvd.,  

and the AU Club is on the right. 
 

Please RSVP at 334-826-1107  
or by email to  

bohler1107@charter.net 
 by Tuesday, Feb. 13th by 9PM. 

Order from the menu below, 

and each person/couple pays their own bill. 

 

Appetizers:  

Chicken Egg Rolls $11 

Fried Green Tomatoes $14 

 

Salad: 

Clubhouse Caesar  $8/$12 

House  $8/$12 

Add Chicken $8, Add Shrimp $13, Add Salmon $12 

 

Dinner:  

All Served with Mashed Potatoes                                    

and Grilled Asparagus 

8 ox Filet Mignon $40 

Grilled Salmon $25 

Panko Crusted Chicken $25 

The next general meeting is a social with 

no guest speaker. Come and enjoy the 

company of other military members and 

their Valentine (spouse, family member, or 

friend) at the Auburn University Club. 

Please make sure to R.S.V.P. the count 

when it is a yes for attendance.  

ecacmoaa.com
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Treasurer Report by Gordon Bugg 

$3512.32    1-31-24     Bank Balance 

No outstanding 

 checks, debits, or deposits. 

• The meeting was held at the Auburn University Club and was called to order by Mike Horsefield at 6:33 
p.m.  There were 19 members and guests present. 

• The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Ron Carson. 

• The prayer was offered by Jerry Williams. 

• Mike Horsefield welcomed everyone to the general meeting and passed on New Year wishes to all present. 
Mike welcomed two new members and their spouses, Tom Wynn (Deborah) and Jeff Davis (Tate), who then 
introduced themselves. 

• Tom and Deborah Wynn have been in Auburn for many years.  He served in the U.S. Air Force and retired 
from Auburn University ROTC.  Jeff and Tate Davis are long time Auburn people. After both attending Auburn 
University together they married and he left for service in Vietnam and after a long career retired from the U.S. 
Army.  Their intro stories were both great and we are glad to have all four of you in attendance.  Long live the 
Space Rangers!  

• Gordon Bugg served as our guest speaker and covered his family’s history of service and his time in 
Iraq.  Thanks for the great pictures and discussion Gordon.  It was nice to learn more about you and we all really 
enjoyed seeing a picture of “Young Gordon”! 

• After enjoying dinner, Mike opened the floor for comments and discussion. Judy Bohler re-
minded us to encourage new membership. Chris Richie spoke about a new initiative that will be 
led by Ron Carson.  He and a yet to be named committee will focus on what we can provide for 
East Alabama Veterans and spouses that might need our assistance and ca-
maraderie while living in medical facilities.  More to follow on the committee, 
but this will be a way for our Chapter to focus on and make a difference in our 
community through service.    

 A great time was had by all.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:49 p.m. 

As of January 31, 2024, the chapter has: 2024 Dues   

72 Regular Members $20 Per regular member. 

10 Surviving Spouse Members $15 Per dual member. 

2 Associate Members $5 Per Widow/Associate/ROTC student 

84 Total Chapter Members   

 

Per Chapter By-laws, you must become a member of National MOAA to belong to the chapter. 

March Board of Directors meeting will be Monday, March 4th, at 1130 at Chappy’s.  Any member 
wishing to attend should contact a Board member for an invitation.   

Board Meeting was Monday, Feb. 5, 2024. 

Secretary 

BJ                 

DeBardeleben 
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 ECAC-MOAA’s 2024 Meeting Dates  

Feb 15th Thursday 6PM Auburn Univ Club 

Mar 21st Thursday 6PM Auburn Univ Club 

April 18th Thursday 6PM Saugahatchee 

May 16th Thursday 6PM Auburn Univ Club 

June & July No Meeting 

August 17th Saturday  4PM Grove Hill Luau 

Sept 19th Thursday 6PM Auburn Univ Club 

Who Can Join MOAA Chapter? 

Membership in the East-Central Alabama Chapter is open to any National MOAA member who is on active 
duty, reserve, retired, or a former commissioned officer or warrant officer in any component of the Seven 
Uniformed Services of the United States (U.S. Army, U.S. Marine Corps, U.S. Navy, U.S. Air Force, U.S. 
Space Force, U.S. Coast Guard, U.S. Public Health Service, or the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration). The Surviving Spouse of these individuals are also eligible to join and participate as regular 
members.  Additionally, we offer Associate memberships to 4th year ROTC cadets at Auburn University 

and Tuskegee University as well as to the living spouse of a regular Chapter member. 

 

 

Morgan Freeman    Service: Air Force James Earl Jones      Service: Army  

Tracy marrow, aka Ice-T  Service: Army  Laurence Tureaud, aka Mr. T      Service: Army 

Berry Fordy Jr.     Service Army  Elgin Baylor       Service: Army Reserve 

David Robinson    Service: Navy  Harry Belafonte     Service: Navy 

 

Every moment is a fresh 
beginning.”       T. S. Eliot 
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS 
 

Neal Lee Scott, age 73 of Auburn, Alabama, passed away unexpectedly 
on January 15, 2024 at UAB Hospital. A Celebration of Life with military 
honors will be held on Sunday, January 21, 2024 at 2:00pm at Jeffcoat-
Trant Funeral Home with visitation one hour before. A private family buri-
al will follow at Memorial Park in Auburn. 

Neal was born in Santa Monica, California on July 16, 1950 to Sylvia   
Arshawsky and John Scott. Neal graduated from Santa Monica High 
School in 1968 and enlisted in the Army. Neal served in Vietnam, Korea, Germany and 
several stateside locations. As his career progressed, he became a Warrant Officer in CID 
(Criminal Investigation Division) and through the years served as the Special Agent in    
Europe and the United States. During Neal’s years in the Army, he graduated from The 
State University of New York (SUNY) in 1987. He enjoyed his years in the military before 
retiring from the Army in 1992 at the rank of CW4. Neal had great memories of people and 
places where he served. One of his favorite memories was when he was on the Personal 
Security Team for Caspar Weinberger and Colin Powell. Another event that was memora-
ble was when he and his family were assigned to Germany and witnessed the fall of the 
Berlin Wall. He was given a piece of the wall to pass on to his son as a symbol of freedom. 
Upon retirement from the Army, Neal and his family moved to Auburn.  

Neal completed a Master's Degree in Education from Jacksonville State University. He 
taught Special Education, then became the Junior High School Principal in Russell Coun-
ty, and finished his educational career in the Russell County Central Office. Neal retired 
from Russell County after 17 years. Neal had a real love for children and in addition to his 
school duties, he coached his son's youth sports teams in soccer and baseball. Neal also 
became an avid fan of Auburn University baseball and served on the Board of Directors for 
the Auburn   Diamond Club. He was an active member of First Baptist Church of Opelika 
and loved the members of his Empty Nest Sunday School Class. 

Neal was preceded by his mother Sylva Arshawsky and his father John Scott and his in-
laws, Jerry and Robert H. Ingram. He is survived by the person he loved most in the world, 
his wife of 43 years, Princie Ingram Scott, the son he was so proud of, Robert Neal Scott, 
Robert's fiancé' Stephanie Henderson, his sister-in-law Kathy Ingram Voltz, brother-in-law 
Jim Voltz, and 3 special nephews Ingram Voltz, John Voltz, and Will Voltz. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial gifts may be made to the CARE Humane Society serving     
Auburn and Opelika, First Baptist Church of Opelika, or a charity of one's choosing. 
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Below: Tom Wynn and his 

wife, Debbie, have lived in 

Opelika for many years. Tom 

is a retired Colonel in the US 

Air Force. 

Below: Jeff Davis and his wife, 

Tate, have lived in Auburn for 

many years. Jeff is a retired 

Colonel in the US Army.  

Time to Pay for 2024 Chapter Dues 

72 Regular Members at $20 each 

2 Dual Regular Members at $15 each 

10 Surviving Spouses at $5 each 

Please pay at the January or February General Meetings. If you can’t make either one, then 

mail a check made to “ECAC-MOAA” to the treasurer, Gordon Bugg, at P.O. Box 1706 Auburn, 

AL 36831 or membership chair, Judy Bohler, at 1384 Lake Hills Rd. Auburn, AL 36830. The 

chapter would like to have all of the dues by March 1st. Thank You. 

FYI: Distaff Club  

 If you are somewhat new to ECAC MOAA, you may not be aware that there is a local 

organization called Distaff Club for military spouses.  They restaurant hop on the 

second Wednesday of the month in the Auburn/Opelika area.  Traditionally, the 

February meeting includes a bring a spouse/friend/Valentine to lunch and the 

December meeting has an ornament exchange.  They enjoy getting together to 

socialize and getting to know one another.  Dues are only $5.00 a year and collected 

at the restaurant in the summer.  If interested, please contact Judy Bohler, President, 

(334) 826-1107 or Cathy Golden, Treasurer, (334) 246-7142.  Come join us! 
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From the Military Officer’s Magazine page 62 and page 63— newsletters pages 6 & 7. Article gives 

milestone years at the national level. Page 8 has section that gives the milestones for the Chapter. 
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ECAC Mission Statement 
The East-Central Alabama Chapter is an affiliate of the Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) and was 

chartered in 1970.  It serves the cities of Auburn and Opelika, Alabama, as well as the surrounding areas of Lee, 

Chambers, Russell, Tallapoosa, and Macon counties in Alabama. The mission of the East-Central Alabama 

Chapter is to benefit the members of the uniformed services, their families 

and survivors, and to advocate for a strong national defense, while 

providing needed support to the community and its members. 

Join ECAC Online! 
https://ecacmoaa.com/join-ecac 

Some of the articles on these pages are gathered online 
from various MOAA websites and newsletters.  They are 
attributable to their reporters and personnel.  Contact the 
club secretary with any questions. 

ECAC-MOAA 

P.O. Box 124 

Auburn, AL 36831-0124 

Some of the articles on these pages are gathered online 
from various MOAA websites and newsletters.  They are 
attributable to their reporters and personnel.  Contact the 
club secretary with any questions. 

If you are interested in joining our Facebook group, 
you can use the following link: 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/300482473982236/ 

Find  
ECAC-MOAA 
on Facebook 
and Linked In 

If you are interested in joining our LinkedIn group, you can use the following link: 

https://www.linkedin.com/groups/12227504/ 

Surviving Spouses Liaison:  Kathy Barto 

Tops:  Mike Horsefield 

Membership:  Judy Bohler 

Personal Affairs:  Ron Carson 

Newsletter Editor:  Judy Bohler 

Web Site:  Jeff Bohler 

Digital Communications:  Jeff Bohler 

News Release:  Jeff Bohler 

ROTC Awards:   Jim Matthews 

President:  Mike Horsefield 

Vice President:  Chris Richie 

Secretary:  BJ DeBardeleben 

Treasurer:  Gordon Bugg 

Director Chapter Affairs:  Ron Carson 

Director Communication:  Jeff Bohler 

Director Banquet:  Judy Bohler 

Director Legislative:  Ron Barto 

Past President:  Mike Golden 

 

Monthly Meeting:  Judy Bohler 

Guest Speakers:  Chris Richie 

By-Laws:  BJ DeBardeleben 

State Council:  BJ DeBardeleben 

Legislative Updates:  BJ DeBardeleben 

MOAA News:  BJ DeBardeleben 

Chaplain:  Mike Golden 

Chair Positions  

Executive Officers, Board of Directors, Chair Positions for Oct 2023-Oct 2025. 

1970  Chapter of The Retired Officers Association (TROA) chartered and met at the Elk’s Lodge. 

1992  Membership grew to a hundred. 

2003  TROA changed to MOAA  (President-Emmitt Johnson, Vice President-Ted McMurtrie, Treasurer/Sec.-Jeff Bohler 

went to bank to change chapter account name.) 

2006  Newly elected President Mike Golden helps the chapter receives MOAA’s National 5 Star Excellent Award. 

2020  Chapter receives 5 Star Excellence Award and Harris Communication Award with Mike Horsefield as president. 

2020-2021  Zoom meetings during Covid-19 pandemic 

https://ecacmoaa.com/join-ecac
https://www.facebook.com/groups/300482473982236/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/300482473982236/about/
https://www.linkedin.com/signup/cold-join?session_redirect=https%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Elinkedin%2Ecom%2Fgroups%2F12227504%2F&trk=login_reg_redirect
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/12227504/

