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Ashley Main 
Lead Designer
Wimberley Glassworks 
San Marcos, TX

Industry FOLKS

She is an independent woman with a 
keen eye for light design. Ashley is an 

only child who was born and raised in 
Calgary, Alberta. Life was great in Cana-
da she said. “A lot colder than Texas, but 
one of the most beautiful part of the 
world I still think. The people are really 
friendly and it is a vibrant place to be.” 
 Ashley’s educational path began 
as an undergraduate at the University 
of Calgary. Her undergrad degree was 
in fine arts, so she studied painting and 
sculpture. She also studied a little bit of 
graphic design. 
 After her time at the University of 
Calgary, exciting news came knocking 
on her door. Ashley was then accepted 
to Parsons School of Design in New 
York City. 
 Ashley went wheels up and moved 
to New York. She studied architectural 
lighting design. “One of my sculpture 
professors mentioned that lighting de-
sign might be something that I should 
look at. The more I looked into it I start-
ed growing in the field. It is a specialty 
that not a lot of people have.” 
 Ashley had a mentor named Ron, 
who does constructive type of art. He 
was supportive of her and wrote a rec-
ommendation letter for her to get into 
Parsons. 
 Her time in New York was about to 
change when a professor in New York 
received a call from the Wimberley 
Glassworks owner Tim de Jong. Tim 
was looking for someone with a cre-
ative background to come out to Tex-

as. “I was the one who took that role. It 
took a little bit, but I eventually ended 
up down here. 
 As the lead designer at Wimberley 
Glassworks, Ashley truly enjoys the 
creativity involved in her day-to-day. “I 
work on everything from helping with 
our residential clients all the way to 
working on our giant commercial art 
installations.” 
 Throughout her transitional time 
of living in Calgary, then going to New 
York, next moving to Texas, there was 
one companion who was by her side 
and that is Tinker. Tinker is a rescued 
cat that she has had for 13 years. “My 
Canadian cat” she calls Tinker. 
 Ashley also finds her creativity 
when at home. She enjoys picking out 
her art and working on arts and crafts 
projects. She explains that she likes 
building or making something to gen-
erate new ideas. 
 She also spends her free time play-
ing with a rugby team. She said that is 
fun. Soon she will be moving to Austin 
and looks forward to living in the city. 
Then again there is no place like home, 
so Ashley flies back to Canada once or 
twice a year to visit with her mom and 
dad. Sometimes her parents come to 
visit her in Texas. 
 She sure is independent, but also 
brave. Her journey seems to have just 
begun, but with a creative mind such 
as hers, she will continue to create art 
in light. –lv

SXSW Center topping out

A celebratory topping-out was held at the end of August for the new South by  
Southwest® (SXSW®) Conference & Festivals headquarters at SXSW Center on 1400 Lavaca 

Street. Harvey-Cleary Builders is the general contractor for the project. -cmw

Beauty in the brick

There are masons who merely slap 
mortar and brick onto their proj-
ects; then there are those who really 

care for their profession.
 Jordan Scott is the latter. He de-
scribes himself as “very meticulous, ob-
sessive.” He should be - he’s the fourth 
generation mason in his family. 
 Scott didn’t always love it, however. “As 
a kid, it’s not fun to have your dad be a brick-
layer,” he said. That meant that during every 
break from school, he was working for his 
father, doing the hard work of a mason. 
 “I was resentful at first,” he said,“ but 
now I’m just so grateful that I have this trade, 
this skillset that not many people have.”
 Scott says his father learned more from 
his grandfather (Scott’s great-grandfather) 
than he did his own dad (Scott’s grandfa-
ther). “He was really good at his job,” he said. 
 Scott’s family has plied their trade all 
over Texas - north Texas, Dallas, Houston. 
Scott has been in Austin since 2007, work-
ing to get established. He started his own 
business - 4GM Brick & Stone - around 2010. 
“4GM” stands for fourth generation mason. 
 Scott does about 80/20, repairs over 
new construction. He said he’s “geared 
up more towards repairs. I like it more. It’s 
more of a challenge.”
 Scott can match the old brick as well 
as the old mortar, saying it takes time and 
experience to know what the mortar will 
look like once it dries. 
 Speaking of mortar, today we can 
just buy it pre-mixed in a bag. When his 
grandfather started out, he was the des-
ignated mortar mixer for other masons. 
That’s all he did for years. 
 When Scott repairs an old building 
(the oldest one he’s worked on was built 
in the 1890s), he likens it to a dentist who 
takes care of a filling. Properly done, the 
dentist has to remove all the decay in the 
tooth. He doesn’t just apply topical or 
cosmetic stuff on top of the filling. Simi-
larly, Scott has to carefully remove the 
decayed mortar as he replaces the bricks. 
Some masons, he said, would just cut 

corners and fill in the cracks at the sur-
face level. 
 Much of his repair work is done, frank-
ly, because of the poor job the original 
mason did. “People don’t even know how 
to spread their mortar anymore,” he said. 
This can be true in new construction, as all 
too often, too much mortar is applied, 
building up behind the wall, which pre-
vents the structure from having the ability 
move properly due to weather conditions. 
Repairing someone bad work “is almost 
painful,” he said. 
 And don’t get him started when it 
comes to going either with painting the 
brick or staining it. “I just really don’t like 
painted brick,” he said. “The great thing 
about staining is that it’s not a paint. It’s 
transparent liquid. When you apply it to the 
brick, all those subtle tones, all those differ-
ent colors in the brick, they shine through. 
You can keep the beauty of the brick.” Scott 
uses a company from the U.K. for his stain. 
 Scott is a real connoisseur of bricks. “I 
have a mini-brick yard on my property,” 
from collecting bricks over the years. He 
never knows when he can find just the 
right brick for a restoration job. 
 Scott “advertised pretty heavily 
when I first started. Now, I have the repu-
tation and the reviews.”  
 When it comes to perhaps having a 
5GM succeeding him in the family, Scott 
isn’t sure, for one thing, he doesn’t have 
any children yet. But, passing on his lega-
cy is something he wants to do. “It’s defi-
nitely a trade that I would want to share. 
It’s kind of a dying trade. Not very many 
people are interested in it. Not many 
people see it as the craftsmanship that it 
is. It’s a very ancient, ancient trade.”
 The ancient trade of bricklaying has 
found its home in the Scott family. Unfor-
tunately, there is no way of adding up 
how many buildings in Texas this family 
has done. Whatever that number is, there 
is beauty in the brick. 
 4GM Brick & Stone is a masonry busi-
ness in Austin. -dsz

Jordan Scott, owner of 4GM Brick & Stone. 


