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Be like the Bereans . . .  

Acts 17:11 serves as a model for faithful, discerning study, emphasizing both the 

eagerness to hear God’s message AND the responsibility to verify it through Scripture. 
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When I met Jami, she (re)introduced me to 
the music of a genius named Tom Lehrer. I 
had heard his songs before in passing, but she 
encouraged me to listen to the lyrics. One of 
them has stayed in my head all this time. 

 

"Spring is here, spring is here 

Life is skittles and life is beer 

I think the loveliest time of the year 

Is the spring, I do, don't you?" 

 
Mr. Lehrer goes on to more gruesome 
thoughts in this song, entitled Poisoning 
Pigeons In The Park. It's awfully quirky, which 
makes it one of my favorites. 

 
I bring it to your attention, however, because 
of its starting emphasis on spring. You see, 
we're starting Autumn, and as far as I know, 
Mr. Lehrer (nor anyone else) has written a 
really great song about Autumn in Eastern 
Washington. Oh sure, there's Autumn in New 
York, the jazz standard Autumn Leaves, even a 
fun tune called September by Earth, Wind, 
and Fire. There are depressing songs about 
Fall, that seem to tie the theme of falling 
leaves to love being lost, or Simon and 
Garfunkel singing about withering leaves that 
crumble in your hand.  

 
But September in Spokane to me means the 
anniversary of our arrival, and the maturing of 
the year. The harvest begins to come in; 
football season starts again; kids are back in 
school; and of course, Sunday School will be 
back in session for the rest of the year. 

Fall, in my mind, is a chance to re-engage, to 
renew our relationships with each other, and 
with the Word. Often, I've used the Fall 
season to start new studies in Scripture, to 
harvest (as it were) the wisdom found within 
the pages of my Bible. 

 
Psalm 85:11-13 reminds us… 
 

"Faithfulness springs forth from the 

earth, and righteousness looks down 

from heaven. The LORD will indeed give 

what is good, and our land will yield its 

harvest. Righteousness goes before him 

and prepares the way for his steps."  

 
God gives what is good, but it is our 
responsibility to cultivate it and gather it, to 
gain the benefits of what He has given. This is 
as true about our time with Him in the Word 
as it is about anything else. 

 
Let's join together this Autumn to encourage 
one another in gleaning from the Lord what 
He has given us in Scripture. I'd love to see 
you Sundays at 9:30 a.m. as we start a new 
topical Bible study on what it means to be IN 
CHRIST. Let's walk carefully through God's 
Word together! 
 
Keep Following Jesus, Pastor Ed 

Falling for Autumn 
by Pastor Ed Backell 
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We were hoping to reschedule the National 

Night Out & Ice Cream Social event that was 

cancelled due to the fires over the summer; 

however, we were not able to coordinated a 

new date with law enforcement. 

 

But...we thought we should still have 

an ice creams social...because who 

doesn’t love ice cream?! 

 

Please join us on Sunday, September 27 

at 3:30 pm for ice cream treats, 

games, and fun music. 

Back-to-School 

Ice Cream Social 
Sunday, September 27, 3:00 pm—4:30 pm 

Usage of RightNow Media by the congregation 
has been minimal, so it was decided by 
Council to not renew the subscription. 

RightNow Media subscription will be ending 
September 22, 2026.  

 
We wish to thank Dan Olson for purchasing 
the subscription (last year) and giving our 

congregation the opportunity to enjoy free 
access to the biblically based videos. 

“Unbreakable Courage” 
By Max Lucado, 6-session study 

 

Does a day without difficult news seem 
out of reach? In Unbreakable Courage, 

today’s headlines and the truth of 
Scripture intersect as Max Lucado 

offers a fresh look at the story of Elijah.  
 

In this six-session series, learn how you 
can stand strong day by day in the face of 

turbulent times, regardless of the 
challenging circumstances you may face.  

 
With God’s help and following Elijah’s 

inspiring example, you will discover the 
strength to face the challenges of this life 

and the courage to make a difference.  

 
To view this video, scan 
this QR Code using your 
cell phone camera. 

Last Video of the Month 
September 2026 

RightNow Media Cancellation 
September 22, 2026 
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September Scripture Readings 
 

September 6 - 15th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

 Zechariah 8:16-23 
 1 Corinthians 14:1-40 
 John 10:22-33 

 

September 13 - 16th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

 2 Chronicles 30:1-9 

 1 Corinthians 16:1-24 

 John 11:45-57 
 

September 20 - 17th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

 Deuteronomy 16:13-17 

 1 Timothy 5 

 Mark 14:1-16 
 

September 27 - 18th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

  Isaiah 1:1-20 
 Titus 1 
 John 13:1-20 

Jack & Donna Tiley 
Married September 10 

 

Duane & Janece Scheele 
Married September 12, 1970 

Celebrating 56 years! 

September Birthdays 
 

 Victoria Redlin September 7 

 Kirsten Peterson September 17 

 Ilene Benham September 19 

 Lane Taes September 19 

 Keri Fletcher September 27 

 Jill Wagner September 27 

 Esther Motika September 29 

Our church choir is excited to welcome new 
and returning members! Whether you are a 

seasoned vocalist or a beginner eager to learn, 
there is a place for you in our musical family.  

 
Joining the choir offers the opportunity to 

enhance your worship experience and meet 
new people. Come check us out on 

Thursdays at 7:00 pm in the Sanctuary.  

Choir Practice 
Thursdays at 7:00 pm 
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Last Thursday of each month @ 10:00 am 
 

Table Talk is an opportunity to meet with 
Pastor and ask all those questions that you 

have been wondering about.  
 

Come join the conversation. 

Table Talk with Pastor Ed 
Last Thursday of the Month @ 10:00 am 

Opportunities to Study God’s Word This Fall 

Resumes on September 13 at 9:30 am 
 

Pastor Ed will be lead us through 
a study on what it means 

“to be in Christ” based on the Scriptures. 
 

We’d love to have you join us. 

Sunday School 
Sundays @ 9:30 am 

Resumes on September 9 at 10:00 am 
 

Pastor Ed will be leading a study which he 
wrote on the Book of Judges. 

 
All are welcome to join us. 

Bible Study 
Wednesdays @ 10:00 am 

Friday mornings at 8:00 am 
 

Dan Olson is leading the group through R.C. 
Sproul’s series on “Knowing Christ: 

The ‘I Am’ Sayings of Jesus”. 
 

Join us for food for thought…and free breakfast. 

Breakfast & Bible Study 
Fridays @ 8:00 am 
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Council Meeting Minutes: August 11, 2026 (Subject to approval) 
Respectfully Submitted by Sandy Hoveskeland, Council Secretary 

 
Present: Pat Woods, LaLita Tadena, Pastor Ed Backell, Nancy Purcell, Bob McMahan, Diane Bertholet, Charlie 
May, Jen Bomhard, George Simon and Sandy Hoveskeland. Vicki Egesdal was absent.  
 
Call to Order: President Pat Woods called the meeting to order at 6:35 p.m.  
 
Devotional: Jen provided the devotional based on Psalm 118, verse 19 and how nature reveals to us the Lord’s 
loving presence.  
 
Approval of Minutes: A motion was made by Charlie and seconded by LaLita to approve the July 14, 2026 
minutes as presented. Motion was unanimously approved.  
 
Treasurer’s Report: Vicki provided the Treasurer’s Report. Total income is higher than expected and expenses 
are lower than expected for this time of year. Plate offerings are higher than last year. A new benevolence 
account was added for individual assistance for church members. These monies will be administered at Pastor 
Ed’s discretion.  
 
 STCU Checking: $ 12,068.62 
 Schwab Building Fund: $ 37,587.85  
 Schwab Savings: $117,150.71 
 Schwab Savings VIGAX Fund: $ 26,140.45  
 
Approval of Treasurer’s Report: A motion was made by Nancy and seconded by Charlie to approve the August 
2026 Treasurer’s Report as presented. Motion was unanimously approved.  
 
Pastor’s Report: Pastor Ed preached every Sunday. He met weekly with the Tuesday men’s group and the Friday 
Breakfast and Bible study group. He met with Deanna regarding the funeral for Verna Bagby and he attended 
the funeral on August 1. He also met with Joey of the Be Bold for Jesus Conference to be held in Spokane 
October 2-3. He followed up with Jon, a new visitor at the church, and with Neil and Linda whom he met at the 
Bagby funeral. Verna’s husband, Roger, has been attending church with his friend Dean. Table Talk is a new 
meeting that Pastor Ed leads on the last Thursday of each month. Three people attended on July 30. Pastor 
shared a letter he received from the NW District of the LCMC that they are praying for HTLC and anyone who 
suffered loss due to the recent fires in Spokane. He will read the letter to the congregation on Sunday, and it 
will be included with the next newsletter.  
 
Properties and Maintenance: See report submitted by Charlie May. The broken plexiglass on the reader board in 
front of the church was replaced at a cost of $277.95. Charlie also reported that he received a signed Facility 
Use Agreement, Waiver of Liability and Assumption of Risk form from the representative of each user group at 
their meeting on July 18, 2026. Charlie reported that the carpets were cleaned in the AA meeting room using 
funds donated by the AA groups.  
 

(Continued on next page) 
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Worship and Music: See report submitted by Nancy Purcell. We will switch to the winter schedule of 10:30 a.m. 
worship service on September 13. Sunday School will resume at 9:30 a.m. on September 13.  
 
Congregational Ministries: See report submitted by LaLita Tadena. The National Night Out event was cancelled 
for August 4 due to the air quality conditions caused by the fires in Spokane. This event will be rescheduled. A 
Bite2Go presentation was given after the July 12 church service. This program helps with food for the weekend 
and HTLC is sponsoring Bowdish Middle School. The monthly cost is $24, and this is a 3-year commitment if you 
wish to participate.  
 
Christian Education: See report submitted by Diane Bertholet. Adult Sunday School will return to the winter 
schedule on September 13. Wednesday Bible study will resume September 9. Friday breakfast and Bible study 
meets from 8:00 a.m. - 9:30 a.m. every week. Table Talk meets the last Thursday of each month at 10 a.m. in 
the Fellowship Hall.  
 
Social Cares and Concerns and Care Team: See report submitted by Jennifer Bomhard. A group from HTLC 
served lunch at the UGM Men’s Shelter on July 9. Tom Stevenson from Bite2Go gave a presentation of the 
program after the July 12 church service. The Care Team made home visits to Cher Brown and Arlene 
Severance during the month. Diane and Griffin are doing pet therapy at the UGM Women’s Shelter. There are 
many opportunities to volunteer. Information on available opportunities can be found on the UGM website.  
 
Special Events Committee: See report submitted by Bob McMahan. Barb Miller and Pam McMahan are two new 
members on the Events Committee and are helping with Special Events. The committee met with the Bagby 
family about Verna’s service on August 1. Meetings were held to discuss details of the National Night Out 
Against Crime. The event was to be held outside, but it was canceled due to smoke and poor air quality. The 
event will be rescheduled for late September. The committee also met to discuss the October 16 Church 
Appreciation Dinner.  
 
Approval of Committee Reports: A motion was made by Bob and seconded by Jen to approve the Committee 
Reports as presented. Motion was unanimously approved.  
 
Unfinished Business:  
 

1. User Forms and Agreements: The recently revised forms for use of the church facility were reviewed. A 
change to both policies (members and non-members) titled “Facility Use -- Policy-Wedding & 
Reception” was discussed. It was agreed that #6a. should be deleted on both policies. This refers to 
replacing pictures or wall hangings that may have been removed for wedding pictures. Item #6 states 
that removal of pictures or wall hangings is prohibited. A motion was made by Bob and seconded by Jen 
to approve the forms with changes. Motion was unanimously approved. 
 

2. Approval of Council E-mail Requests: Spokane Bible Church asked to use HTLC for Sunday afternoon 
services for their congregation as their church was evacuated due to the recent fires. Council approved 

(Continued from previous page) 

(Continued on next page) 
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this request via email on August 6. A motion was made by Charlie and seconded by Jen to approve the 
email action. Motion was unanimously approved. They were able to return to their church building, so 
our facility was not used. 
 

New Business:  
 

1. Cancel Subscription to RightNow Media: Usage of RightNow Media by the congregation is minimal, so it 
was decided to cancel the subscription. A motion was made by Jen and seconded by Nancy to cancel 
the RightNow Media subscription. Motion was unanimously approved. Tracy will handle the 
cancellation. 
 

2. Member Special Needs and Funding: Discussion was held on creating a benevolence fund for special 
needs of HTLC members. Currently we do not have a dedicated fund to help members of the HTLC 
congregation when they are in need. The fund will have a cap of $4,000 and will be used at the 
discretion of Pastor Ed. The purpose of the fund will be explained to the congregation, and the 
congregation can decide if they wish to support the benevolence fund. A motion was made by Charlie 
and seconded by Jen to establish the benevolence fund. Motion was unanimously approved. 
 

3. Adding Signer to HTLC STCU Account: STCU requires a council action to add an additional signer to the 
HTLC STCU account. Pat Woods agreed to be added. A motion was made by Pat and seconded by LaLita 
to add Pat to the STCU account as a signer. Motion was unanimously approved. Pat will work with Tracy 
to complete this action.  

 
Member Items:  
 

1. Be Bold for Jesus Conference Table: This conference will be held at the Spokane Convention Center on 
October 2-3. Local churches were asked if they would like to have a table with materials to represent 
their church. The table needs to be staffed for the entire two-day conference. Teams would need to be 
at the table starting at 7:30 a.m. and ending at 9:30 p.m. both days. Pastor Ed will be at the table most 
of the time. He will make an announcement after church service Sunday to see if there is interest.  

 
Next Month’s Devotional: LaLita  
 
August Counters: Bob and Nancy  
 
Adjournment: The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer at 8:34 p.m. 

(Continued from previous page) 

Food Bank Donations for September 

Let’s focus on healthy breakfast items, like cereals, 
oatmeal, milk (canned or powdered), etc. 

 

Thank you so much for your donations! 
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NW District of LCMC Letter to HTLC 
From Pastor Ed Skutshek 

Pastor Ed received a letter from Pastor Ed Skutshek (Chairperson Northwest District Council of LCMC 
for all members of our District Council and District Coordinator) expressing concern after the 
devastating Spokane fires and offering encouragement and prayers. Please see letter below.  

(Continued on next page) 
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(Continued from previous page) 

NW District of LCMC Letter to HTLC 
From Pastor Ed Skutshek 
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September 2026 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

30 31 1 2 3 4 5 
  Pastor Ed’s Hours: 

9:00 am—5:00 pm 
 

12:00 pm AA—VNG 
 

5:30 pm AA—HHG 
 

7:00 pm NA—B2B 

Pastor Ed’s Hours: 
9:00 am—5:00 pm 

 
12:00 pm AA—VNG 

 
5:30 pm AA—HHG 

 
7:00 pm NA—WNW 

Pastor Ed’s Hours: 
9:00 am—5:00 pm 

 

Tracy’s Office Hours: 
11:00 am—1:00 pm 

 

12:00 pm AA—VNG 
 

5:30 pm AA—HHG 
 

7:00 pm Choir Practice 

8:00 am Breakfast 
and Bible Study 

 
12:00 pm AA—VNG 

 
5:30 pm AA—HHG 

8:00 am AA—MWU 
 

10:00 am  AA—HHG 
 

8:00 pm AA—SNM 

6 7 - Labor Day 8 9 10 11 12 
15th Sunday 

after Pentecost 
 

9:30 am 
Worship Service 

& Fellowship 
 

10:00 am AA—SRG (AM) 
 

7:00 pm AA—SRG (PM) 

Pastor Ed’s Hours: 
9:00 am—5:00 pm 

 
 12:00 pm AA—VNG 

 
5:30 pm TOPS  

 
5:30 pm AA—HHG 

 
7:00 pm NA—MNM 

Pastor Ed’s Hours: 
9:00 am—5:00 pm 

 
12:00 pm AA—VNG 

 
5:30 pm AA—HHG 

 
6:30 pm 

Council Meeting 
 

7:00 pm NA—B2B 

Pastor Ed’s Hours: 
9:00 am—5:00 pm 

 
10:00 am 

Bible Study 
 

12:00 pm AA—VNG 
 

5:30 pm AA—HHG 
 

7:00 pm NA—WNW 

Pastor Ed’s Hours: 
9:00 am—5:00 pm 

 

Tracy’s Office Hours: 
11:00 am—1:00 pm 

 

11:15 am—1:00 pm 
Serving Lunch 

@ Men’s Shelter 
 

12:00 pm AA—VNG 
 

5:30 pm AA—HHG 
 

7:00 pm Choir Practice 

8:00 am Breakfast 
and Bible Study 

 
12:00 pm AA—VNG 

 
5:30 pm AA—HHG 

8:00 am AA—MWU 
 

10:00 am  AA—HHG 
 

8:00 pm AA—SNM 

13- Regular Worship 14 15 16 17 18 19 
16th Sunday 

after Pentecost 
9:30 am 

Sunday School 
 

10:30 am 
Worship Service 

& Fellowship 
 

10:00 am AA—SRG (AM) 
 

5:30 pm NA Comm. Mtg. 
 

7:00 pm AA—SRG (PM) 

Pastor Ed’s Hours: 
9:00 am—5:00 pm 

 
12:00 pm AA—VNG 

 
5:30 pm TOPS  

 
5:30 pm AA—HHG 

 
7:00 pm NA—MNM 

 

Pastor Ed’s Hours: 
9:00 am—5:00 pm 

 
12:00 pm AA—VNG 

 
5:30 pm AA—HHG 

 
7:00 pm NA—B2B 

 
Newsletter 

Articles Due 

Pastor Ed’s Hours: 
9:00 am—5:00 pm 

 
10:00 am 

Bible Study 
 

12:00 pm AA—VNG 
 

5:30 pm AA—HHG 
 

7:00 pm NA—WNW 
 

Pastor Ed’s Hours: 
9:00 am—5:00 pm 

 
Tracy’s Office Hours: 
11:00 am—1:00 pm 

 
12:00 pm AA—VNG 

 
5:30 pm AA—HHG 

 
7:00 pm Choir Practice 

8:00 am Breakfast 
and Bible Study 

 
12:00 pm AA—VNG 

 
5:30 pm AA—HHG 

8:00 am AA—MWU 
 

10:00 am  AA—HHG 
 

8:00 pm AA—SNM 
 
 

20 21 22-1st Day of Fall 23 24 25 26 
17th Sunday 

after Pentecost 
9:30 am 

Sunday School 
 

10:30 am 
Worship Service 

& Fellowship 
 

10:00 am AA—SRG (AM) 
 

7:00 pm AA—SRG (PM) 

Pastor Ed’s Hours: 
9:00 am—5:00 pm 

  
12:00 pm AA—VNG 

 
5:30 pm TOPS  

 
5:30 pm AA—HHG 

 
7:00 pm NA—MNM 

Pastor Ed’s Hours: 
9:00 am—5:00 pm 

 
12:00 pm AA—VNG 

 
5:30 pm AA—HHG 

 
7:00 pm NA—B2B 

 
 

Pastor Ed’s Hours: 
9:00 am—5:00 pm 

 
10:00 am 

Bible Study 
 

12:00 pm AA—VNG 
 

5:30 pm AA—HHG 
 

7:00 pm NA—WNW 

Pastor Ed’s Hours: 
9:00 am—5:00 pm 

 

10:00 am Table Talk 
 

Tracy’s Office Hours: 
11:00 am—1:00 pm 

 

12:00 pm AA—VNG 
 

1:30 pm 
Worship & Music 
Committee Mtg 

 

5:30 pm AA—HHG 
 

7:00 pm Choir Practice 

8:00 am Breakfast 
and Bible Study 

 
12:00 pm AA—VNG 

 
5:30 pm AA—HHG 

8:00 am AA—MWU 
 

10:00 am  AA—HHG 
 

8:00 pm AA—SNM 

27 28 29 30 1 2 3 
18th Sunday 

after Pentecost 
9:30 am 

Sunday School 
 

10:30 am 
Worship Service 

& Fellowship 
 

10:00 am AA—SRG (AM) 
 

3:00 pm Back-to-School 
Ice Cream Social 

 

5:30 pm NA Comm. Mtg. 
 

7:00 pm AA—SRG (PM) 

Pastor Ed’s Hours: 
9:00 am—5:00 pm 

  
12:00 pm AA—VNG 

 
5:30 pm TOPS  

 
5:30 pm AA—HHG 

 
7:00 pm NA—MNM 

Pastor Ed’s Hours: 
9:00 am—5:00 pm 

 
12:00 pm AA—VNG 

 
5:30 pm AA—HHG 

 
7:00 pm NA—B2B 

 
 

Pastor Ed’s Hours: 
9:00 am—5:00 pm 

 
10:00 am 

Bible Study 
 

12:00 pm AA—VNG 
 

5:30 pm AA—HHG 
 

7:00 pm NA—WNW 
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Return Service Requested 

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 

Mission Statement: 
 

“To proclaim the Good News of God’s 
Saving Grace and to minister to our 

community through our relationship with God.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Tidings is published monthly for the members 

and friends of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church. 

The material and content of this periodical is 

intended to be about church business, community 

outreach, theology, and spiritual inspiration. 
 

If you no longer desire to receive this publication, 
please email office@holytrinitylcmc.org, or call (509) 926-7966. 

September Events 

Happy Labor Day! Monday, September 7 

Council Meeting Tuesday, September 8 
@ 6:30 pm 

Serving Lunch at 
UGM Men’s Shelter 

Thursday, September 10 
@ 11:15 am 

Newsletter Articles Due Tuesday, September 15 

Table Talk w/Pastor Ed Thursday, September 24 
@ 10:00 am 

Worship & Music  
Committee Meeting 

Thursday, September 24 
@ 1:30 pm 

Back-to-School 
Ice Cream Social 

Sunday, September 27 
3:00 pm—4:30 pm 

Mid-week Bible Study 
Resumes September 9 

Wednesdays 
@ 10:00 am  

Choir Practice Thursdays 
@ 7:00 pm 

Breakfast & Bible Study Fridays 
@ 8:00 am 

 

Regular Worship Schedule 

Begins Sunday, September 13 
9:30 am Sunday School 

10:30 am Worship w/Communion (fellowship after) 


