Siren — Prefab 77 (Audio Transcription)

Introduction

You are standing at the gable end of Blu Sky Accountants on Albion Road in North
Shields.

The entire wall is covered by a striking monochrome mural titled “The Siren”.
Created in June 2024 by Prefab77, this artwork is an allegorical tribute to the history
of North Shields and the women who bravely supported the fishing industry.

Visual Overview

The mural is painted in bold black and white tones, using spray paint and expertly
cut stencils. At the centre is the face of a young woman, calm yet commanding, her
gaze directed outward. Her features are sharp and elegant, standing out against a
dramatic backdrop of waves crashing against a lighthouse.

Hair and Symbolism

Her flowing hair is a tangle of intricate details. Hidden within the strands are images
that tell stories of the sea, a fishing boat riding the waves, a mermaid, and delicate
feathers.
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Hanging from her ear is an old anchor, drawn in the style of a traditional sailor’s
tattoo, symbolizing strength and connection to maritime heritage.

Hidden Details

The number 800 is woven into the design, a subtle reference to the North Shields
800 celebrations in 2025, marking 800 years of the town’s history.

Every element feels deliberate, layered with meaning drawn from life where the river
meets the sea.

Textures and Technique

Prefab77’s mixed-media approach combines spray paint, stencils, and hand-finished
touches, giving the mural depth and precision. Imagine the surface, the black spray
paint feels matte and velvety, while the white highlights seem crisp and cool, like
etched stone.

Soundscape

Picture the roar of waves crashing against a lighthouse, the creak of wooden boats,
and the distant cry of gulls circling overhead. The anchor might clink softly, like metal
against metal, while the wind tangles through strands of hair that hold secrets of the
sea.

Atmosphere

The mural feels powerful and reverent, a tribute to resilience, heritage, and the
women who shaped the fishing industry.

I's both modern and timeless, blending cultural iconography with bold graphic art.

Artist Information

Prefab77 is an internationally acclaimed artist raised in North Shields, with
influences spanning England, California, and New York.

His work combines spray paint, stencils, screen printing, and hand-finished details,
often exploring portraiture and the female form.

Instagram: @prefab77_
Website: www.prefab77.co.uk
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