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Building Contractor, House Builder . DA alifor anpdikimat
Property Developer. Loft Conversions O =t ) 079217463358
Bathrooms & Wet Rooms G M
GpoO
Phone: 07776135267

Local qualified groomer, offering a quality
and caring one to one service

Mandy Macdonald

Local Mobile Professional Hairdresser
Over 25 years’ experience in hairdressing
Specialising in Wedding and Prom $tyling

Tel -
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Do you need an extra pair of friendly hands?
Is it a simple job, or a time consuming task, shopping
required or some companionship with a cuppa?
Sally Your Girl Friday can help

From running errands, housekeeping, driving services

companion care, & much more. Based in Stocksfield, fuily
insured, enhanced police check, references available
Please call Sally Davison 07411 035469
01661598851 Mob-07786988413 www.sally-yourgirlfriday.co.uk
Hind Gardening Services WINSHIPS LITTLE MED
Hedge cutting Lawn cutting  Strimming
Hardscape work Patio cleaning Weeding OVINGTON 01661830291
Garden tidy ups Landscaping  Planting
Peter hind: peterhind2@hotmail.co.uk

07725221467 01661 834161

MENU AND B/BOARD SPECIALS
2 course mid week menu £9.90
JP LEONARD OPEN 1130 till 9 pm
Joinery and Building (except Tuesdays)
Traditional and Modern .
07711845774 01661 832913 SUNDAY ROAST 12 till 5pm
Jpleonard1966@amail.com Bar OPEN ALL DAY
Piper Road, Ovingham

LOCAL

NEW STONE BAKED PIZZA, PASTA

We also do AVID ANTIQUES

«*
CHIMNEY 3
SWEEP

All types of chimneys & flues cleaned

Michael Cummins Bsc bPodM Mchs

Chiropody & Podiatry 0
Professional treatment for:
Nail care, Verrucae, Corns, - !
N A Chiropody & Podiatry
Ingrown toenails, Sports injuries,
Foot discomfort. Bespoke insoles
Home visits available

Cummins

Call: Jayme Lester on 07812 993895

‘ 1b Jubilee Terrace, Crawcrook ‘

(0191)

413 6611
info@cumminspodiatrist.co.uk




Contacts at St Mary’s

Priest in charge:
Reverend Tom Birch
Tel: 01661 853254

Reader: Georgina Harper

Churchwardens: Peter Pescod,
Bill Jordon CBE

PCC-.

Neil Halford Vice Chair
Treasurer Barbara Pescod
Deanery Reps: Martin Davenport, Jackie
Scrowther, Anne Codd
Neil Ramsey,

Christine Fulton, Georgina Harper.
Robbie Kalbraier, Nathanael Lewis

Organist: Margaret Turnbull
Tel: 832149

Safeguarding Officer:
Caroline Grinsted: 01661844280
csgrinsted@btinternet.com

Magazine ads and Editor:
Martin Davenport
email: stmarysmag@btinternet.com
Publication Date: Last Sunday of the month
- All contributions for the magazine to the
Editor by the second Sunday of the month.

A word from the Vicar

On Tuesday 17th
March the Arch-
bishops suspend-
ed public worship
for a season. And
so has begun the
most bizarre peri-
od my ministry
thus far. So many
of the things I
have previously done to exercise a
ministry in this benefice are now no
longer open to me. COVID-19 pre-
vents us from being community and
from being church in the ways that
we had got used to. And yet unset-
tling though this is we will still be
church and still be community.

I am astounded and humbled by the
number of people offering them-
selves in the service of others.
There is a determination that none in
this community can be forgotten
which is being wonderfully ex-
pressed by so many people.

This unusual time is only just begin-
ning; we are likely to have to live
differently from before for months
to come. As time progresses the
needs of people, especially the vul-
nerable, will change. We need to be
aware of where people are at so that
we can minister effectively to each
other.

To this end:

. We will be setting up
‘telephone visiting’ so that isolated
folk receive a daily phonecall check-
ing in on them. If you would like to
be visited please be in touch.

. We will still be a praying
and worshiping community. Church

will be open for people to go and be
in. If you encounter other people
whilst you are in church please do
keep your distance from one anoth-
er.

*Our Facebook output is being
ramped up hopefully will include
the livestreaming of services (many
people are on a fairly steep technical
learning curve at the minute but
we’ll get there!) If you know an
older person with a computer who
might need help in setting up a Fa-
cebook account, likely with very
tight privacy settings, you might like
to offer to help.

Keep praying, keep smiling, keep
being community in the wonderful
ways you already are. Remember
that God is with us through this and
God is good.

Prayers and Blessings,

Tom

i \..J Smile Lines
" Don’t break’em- There
was a very gracious lady
who was mailing an old family Bi-
ble to her brother in another part of
the country. “Is there anything
breakable in here?”” asked the postal
clerk. The lady paused for a mo-
ment. “Only the Ten Command-
ments,” she said politely.

What God looks like - An infants
teacher was observing her classroom
of children while they drew. One
little girl was working away furious-
ly, and so she asked her what the
drawing was. The girl replied, “I'm
drawing God.” The teacher paused
and said, “But no one knows what

God looks like.” Without missing a
beat, the little girl replied, “They will in
a minute.”

?’Q

Dorothy Likes Easter

Dorothy settled down with a contented
sigh. Spring was well and truly sprung,
and with the better weather the aches
and pains in her poor old joints didn’t
feel quite so bad. Even her fat little legs
had something of a spring about them.
Besides which, the church would be
filled with flowers again for Easter, af-
ter the austerity of those long, dark days
of Lent, and that would be gorgeous.
‘Easter has always puzzled me a bit,
she remarked to Marcus, who was
swinging upside down on his silken
thread from the rafters. ‘I can’t help
wondering why Jesus had to die? He
had so much to teach people. Wouldn’t
it have been better to live on into old
age?’

Marcus frowned. ‘He was betrayed and
the trial was a stitch-up. The powers that
be wanted him dead. That’s all there
was to it. Anyway, if he hadn’t died, he
wouldn’t have had a resurrection and
there’d be no Easter. Think of that. No
hot cross buns or Easter eggs or choco-
late bunnies.’

‘Hmm.” It was a sobering thought. East-
er meant lots of delicious crumbs for an
elderly hungry mouse who had felt half-
starved all winter. But Dorothy was still
puzzled. ‘What does it all mean though,
Marcus? Is it just to reassure us that af-
ter we die we come alive again in some
different dimension?’

Marcus scratched his head, a difficult
manoeuvre for an upside-down spider
with eight legs, but he needed to buy
himself time. This was one of Dorothy’s



more awkward questions. Eventually
he said, “Well, I think it is about that of
course. Jesus was seen again fit and
well even though he’d had such a terri-
ble death, so that tells us something
about a new sort of life after death. But
maybe it’s a bit about this life too. You
know what it’s like when awful things
happen in this life? Like it’s so terrible
you die a little inside?’

Dorothy nodded. She knew exactly
what he meant.

‘Well, think it tells us that no matter
how awful things are in this life, they
will get better. Resurrection can hap-
pen for us too, here and now and in this
life. We just have to hang on in there
and trust God.’

‘Oh!” Dorothy hadn’t thought of that
before, but it sounded so good. As she
prepared to curl up in her little patch of
sunlight on the church floor she said
sleepily, ‘I’ve always liked Easter.
Now I know why. And it’s not just
those delicious crumbs!’

Janice Scott

No Chat Club until

Chat Club September probably.

The volunteers have

members phone numbers and we are

keeping in touch to see if there is anything
we can do to help

Who said that?

Our Lord has written the promise of
the Resurrection, not in books alone
but in every leaf in springtime. Martin
Luther

This teilet bas been

Twinned

St. Mary the Virgin Church, Ovingham, Herthemberland

with 4 Latrine 3t

Lattmde: -5 10003 Lonsginuss: 2928417

Tangumyiha, Demonath Bepubli of Conga
Lt B, 11551

toilet
TWINNING o

By now, most of you will know that
we have a toilet in St. Mary's Church.
We give sincere thanks to all those
people who have helped us to raise the
money for this facility. The toilet will
not only make life easier for those of
us who attend the church regularly,
but the church can now be used for a
greater variety of events.

Over 4.5 billion people across the
world do not have access to a safe toi-
let. Bad sanitation is one of the
world's biggest killers and women and
girls suffer most. We take our toilets
for granted but in third world and de-
veloping countries, millions of people
must still defecate in the open. World-
wide, more than 800 children die eve-
ry day from preventable diseases
linked to dirty water and unsafe toilets
— that is one child every two minutes.
Toilet Twinning was established in
2010 by Tearfund. This charity raises
money to enable poor communities to

have clean water, a basic toilet and to
learn about basic hygiene. When toi-
lets are provided in schools, more chil-
dren are able to attend in safety. Girls
in particular are able to attend school
without fear of being sexually assaulted
or bitten by snakes.

You too could twin your home toilet.
For £60 you will receive the exact loca-
tion of your donated toilet together with
a photograph which you can hang in
your toilet. Go to
www.toilettwinning.org. We are proud-
ly displaying our photograph in St.
Mary's toilet. It is latrine number 11951
in the Democratic Republic of Congo
and we have the exact coordinates
should anyone want to visit it!

There is an additional benefit of twin-
ning our toilet: it earns us extra points
on our Eco Church rating — we are
hoping for a Silver Award.

Jackie

“The organist isn’t too sure about it, she
says she cannot play that fast”

Wild Flower planting

First of all, thank you to those who have
offered to be on a list of helpers - we are
such a good village!

We are going to be planting some wild
flower plug plants on Joiners Nature Park
Saturday 4 April 10 am - please bring a
trowel - all welcome, I think the children
will enjoy this.

The plants have been chosen in the hope
to encourage wildlife and insects especial-
ly pollinators.

Refreshments will be provided.

Because this is an open air event and peo-
ple will be well spaced out it is hoped the
event will still take place.

Elaine

Reasons to be cheerful

In these dark times for people around the
world, as many are being forced into iso-
lation. there have also been reasons to find
hope.

As countries go into lockdown over the
virus, there have been significant drops in
pollution levels. Both China and northern
Italy have recorded major falls in nitrogen
dioxide - a serious air pollutant and pow-
erful warming chemical - amid reduced
industrial activity and car journeys. Re-
searchers in New York also told the BBC
that early results showed carbon monox-
ide, mainly from cars, had been reduced
by nearly 50% compared with last year.
And with airlines cancelling flights en
masse and millions working from home,
other countries around the world are ex-
pected to follow this downward path.

On a similar note, residents of Venice
have noticed a vast improvement in the
water quality of the famous canals run-
ning through the city. The streets of the



popular tourist destination in northern
Italy have emptied amid the outbreak
leading to a drastic drop in water traffic,
which has allowed sediment to settle.
The usually murky water has gone so
clear that fish can even be seen.

There are plenty of stories of panic buy-
ing and fights over toilet roll and tins,
but the virus has also spurred acts of
kindness around the world. Two New
Yorkers amassed 1,300 volunteers in 72
hours to deliver groceries and medicine
to elderly and vulnerable people in the
city. Facebook said hundreds of thou-
sands of people in the UK had joined
local support groups set up for the virus,
while similar groups have been formed
in Canada, sparking a trend there known
as '"caremongering". Supermarkets in
Australia are among those to create a
special "elderly hour" so older shoppers
and those with disabilities have a chance
to shop in peace. People have also do-
nated money, shared recipe and exercise
ideas, sent uplifting messages to self-
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distribution centres.

Between a hectic work and home life it
is often easy to feel disconnected from
those around you. As the virus affects us
all, it has brought many communities
around the world closer together.

In Italy, where a countrywide lockdown
is in place, people have joined together
on their balconies for morale-boosting
songs The virus has also highlighted the
importance of health workers and other
people working in key services. Thou-
sands of Europeans have taken to their
balconies and windows to applaud the
doctors and nurses fighting the virus,

while medical students in London
have volunteered to help healthcare
professionals with childcare and
household chores.

With millions of people now stuck in
isolation, many are using the oppor-
tunity to get creative. Social media
users have shared details of their new
hobbies, including reading, baking,
knitting and painting. The DC Public
Library in Washington is among those
hosting a virtual book club, while Ital-
ian Michelin-starred chef Massimo
Bottura has launched an Instagram
series called Kitchen Quarantine,
teaching basic recipes to aspiring
foodies who are stuck at home. An art
teacher in the US state of Tennessee
has been live-streaming classes for
children who are out of school, inspir-
ing them to get creative at home. Pop
stars including Coldplay frontman
Chris Martin and country singer Keith
Urban have also been live-streaming
gigs to combat the boredom of self-
isolation.

And while many public spaces have
been shut, art fans have been making
the most of virtual tours offered by
the world's biggest galleries, observ-
ing the famous paintings of the Lou-
vre in Paris and the classic sculptures
of the Vatican museum from their
living rooms.

Australia's Sydney Observatory of-
fered a tour of the night sky for peo-
ple stuck at home.

(Based on an article in the independ-
ent)

Parish Council News

By now everyone in Ovingham will
have received a note through their
door informing them of their named
contact to help during this current

crisis. Whether it is to do shopping,
collect prescriptions or just a friendly
voice on the telephone, the Parish
Council are hugely grateful for those
who have offered to help. Like many
of you, some of the Councillors will
also be in isolation. If you have not
received any note, please contact either
myself (835771) or Doreen Jordon
(832341).

Meetings have been cancelled until
further notice—further advice is need-
ed regarding the Annual meeting of the
Parish and the auditing of the accounts
which will shortly be due—the finan-
cial year for the Parish Councils being
Ist April to 31st March.

Many issues can be dealt with via
email and other items such as grass
cutting of Parish Council land and the
playing fields should also continue for
the time being.

Updates will be put on Ovingham Par-
ish Councils face book page regarding
local management of Covid-19.

There is a vacancy on the Parish Coun-
cil for Ovingham. Although anyone
interested cannot be considered at the
moment, perhaps some of you will
think about this later.

Margaret Davenport
Clerk to Ovingham Parish Council

Winships Little Med Ovington

Although closed to the public. Ken
hopes to continue a take away service
for as long as possible. This will in-
clude pizzas or pasta and wine or beer
if available. Please phone 830291 for
more information.

A tribute to Ian Heslop

lan’s early life was spent in Felling. Fol-
lowing junior school, he was educated
at Washington Grammar School, and
then worked in County Hall in Newcas-
tle.

He continued his education at Newcastle
University, during which time he met
Sylvia at a church in Felling. After they
married, he began his teaching career at
Walbottle School.

They moved into Ovingham in 1972,
and lan’s career progressed when he be-
came Head of English at Slatyford
School in the west end of Newcastle and
after a few years he moved back to Wal-
bottle School (they had a daughter and
three sons by then).

His health deteriorated and he had to
have a triple heart by-pass in 2001.

After he retired, and his health started to
improve, lan vowed to get involved in
some of the village activities. He joined
the village choir and the drama group,
(becoming secretary for a number of
years in both) and became a Councillor,
playing a full part in each of these activi-
ties.

He also had a season ticket at St. James’
Park, where he regularly went to see his
beloved Newcastle United.

Over the years the family often went on
camping holidays in the summer, and
there are many stories about his determi-
nation to follow his instincts, rather than
the sat-nav or the family member who
was map-reading resulting in journeys
taking much longer than intended!

All who knew Ian will miss him greatly,
not only for his dedication and commit-
ment to his many ‘societies’ but also for
his humour and his gentleness.

Jim Miller



God is still with us

We are aware that due to the ongoing
situation, churches are closing. This is a
difficult time as we will not be able to
meet together and there will be much
concern about those who are at risk. We
should not forget that God is with us
through this situation and Jesus reminds
us of this in the following passage of
scripture from Luke.

"Then Jesus said to his disciples:
“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about
your life, what you will eat; or about
your body, what you will wear. For life is
more than food, and the body more than
clothes. Consider the ravens: They do not
sow or reap, they have no storeroom or
barn; yet God feeds them. And how
much more valuable you are than birds!
Who of you by worrying can add a single
hour to your life? Since you cannot do
this very little thing, why do you worry
about the rest?

“Consider how the wild flowers grow.
They do not labour or spin. Yet I tell you,
not even Solomon in all his splendour
was dressed like one of these. If that is
how God clothes the grass of the field,
which is here today, and tomorrow is
thrown into the fire, how much more will
he clothe you—you of little faith! And do
not set your heart on what you will eat or
drink; do not worry about it. For the pa-
gan world runs after all such things, and
your Father knows that you need them.
But seek his kingdom, and these things
will be given to you as well."

Its safe to assume that all the regu-
lar events and events scheduled
during April have been cancelled.
But if in doubt please check with
the organiser.

Above all stay safe

Martin
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Sudoku (Medium)
(Answers on the back page)
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Unfortunately there will be no fur-
ther services during the current re-
strictions. However following the
success of the service posted live on
Facebook it is hoped it will be the
first of many. To keep in touch with
on line events search & follow St
Oswin’s & St Marys (Facebook

page).

Readings for April
S5th April
Palm Sunday
Readings: Isaiah 50.4-9a
Philippians 2.5-11
Gospel:  Matthew 26.14—end of 27

9th April
Maundy Thursday
2nd Sunday of Lent
Readings: Exodus 12.1-10, 11-14
1 Corinthians 11.23-26
Gospel:  John 13.1-17, 31b-35

12th April - Easter Day
Readings: Acts 10.34-43
Colossians 3.1-4

Gospel:  Matthew 28.1-10

19th April
2nd Sunday of Easter
Readings: Exodus 14.10-end; 15.20-21
Acts 2.14a, 22-32
Gospel:  John 20.19-end

26th April
3rd Sunday of Easter
Readings:: Zephaniah 3.14-end
Acts 2.14a, 36-41
Gospel:  Luke 24.13-35

Sudoku Solutions
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Vehicle Servicing & Repairs
All Makes and Models
MOT testing Station Class 4
&7
Telephone 01661 832434
Mobile 07976 154328
Email
david(@grantsgarage.tech

hav
Piar

LAW FIRM

We provide a comprehensive legal service across
an extensive range of practice areas:

+  Wills, Trusts & Tax Planning

» Residential & Commercial Property
+ Agriculture

» Corporate & Commercial

« IPR&IT

» Dispute Resolution

* Family

+ Clinical Negligence

Call: 0191 232 8345 Visit: www.hay-kilner.co.uk

‘What our clients say about us: "We have been
dealing with Hay & Kilner for many years and have
always received excellent service and advice. We always
make Hay & Kilner our first stop for our legal needs.”

The Reading Room
For Enquiries about our facilities, or
to book a room ring 01661 836793 or
email :-
bookingreadingroom@gmail.com

FEX

For all your health & fitness needs....

SSHTNESS

Personal Training - Weight Management -
Pilates Outdoor Bootcamps - Supercircuits -
Family Fun Fit

www.ssfitnesspt.co.uk

Contact Diane 07830292542

Willow Garden Services

® Planting and Clearing

® Tree and Shrub removal
® Fencing and Gates

® Bespoke Woodsheds

® Hedge and grass cutting

Fred Swindale  Ovington
01661832855 (07990572286

Boltslaw Cottage

(near Blanchland, 25 mins away)
4* holiday cottage
double & twin bedrooms
Great place for visiting relatives!
www.cottageguide.co.uk/boltslaw
Adrian Smith, Ovington
01661 830488 or 07736354659

Do you run a local business &
would like to reach our 300+
local readers?

If you would like to fill this
space or part of it then contact
Martin at:

stmarvsmag@btinternet.com

JENNYSYS COMPUTING

SERVICES
Friendly PC Support, Guaranteed Jargon Free!

If you’re worried about the security of your pc
If you can’t connect to the internet
If 'your PC has gone on a go slow

If you’ve got a virus or any other PC problem

Call Jenny who will help you sort out your
problem in a language you can understand

01661 833533 or 0785 5092227
WWW.jennysys.co.uk

Sugarcraft supplier
& bespoke cake

CAKES- CLASSES maker

AND CUTTERS 23 Princes Road

Gosforth

n @cakesclassesandcutters NE3 5T
Tel: 01912170538
Owners: Diane & Sarah Bunn of Ovington

At St. Mary the Virgin, Ovingham we are
committed to ensuring Equality & Diversity
in all that we do.

We will not knowingly discriminate on the
grounds of sex, age, background, race, reli-
gious beliefs, disability or personality.

the Co-operative
Funeralcare
We offer a dignified 24 hour service combined

with chapels of rest,
catering and floral tributes

PRUDHOE 01661 833078
HEXHAM 01434 600119
CRAWCROOK 01914139271

*FULL MONUMENTAL SERVICES
*FREE ESTIMATES ON REQUEST
*FREE LEGAL ADVICE

*WILL WRITING & PROBATE SERVICE
*FUNERAL PRE-PAYMENT PLANS

J.2. WESTALL LTD

ALL TYPES OF PLUMBING,
HEATING & SERVICING
UNDERTAKEN - CALL FOR
YOUR FREE QUOTATION

Water House, Burn Lane,
Hexham, Northumberland NE46 3HN

Telephone: 01434 602740
Email: office@jpwestall.co.uk
www.jpwestall.co.uk

OVINGTON SOCIAL CLUB

Are you planning a party
celebration or function?

We offer a recently refurbished
venue capable of holding 100 people
We can provide you with a staffed
well stocked bar, catering facilities/
kitchen and car parking

For more information/bookings
Contact—John Little Secretary
Phone 01434603144 or 07787968018
e-mail enquiries
littlejohn140akwood@gmail.com

L and V.T.HILLARY

12,15, 20 &35
SEATER COACHES
WEDDING CARS
20 Castle View, Prudhoe
Tel 01661 832560




