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NEWSLETTER 
January 2026 
Volume 159 

Editor: Rick Elder 

Ramblin’ On (things you need to know) 
 

Happy New Year!  The new year marks new leadership and a fresh start to another year.  Let’s make 2026 
another great one! 
 
Our annual membership campaign, which started in December, conƟnues this month, focusing on 
renewal.  Our membership year runs from January 1 through December 31 of each year.  Thank you to 
the majority of members who have renewed.  If you haven’t yet, please pay ASAP to prevent becoming 
suspended (by-laws requirement).   
 

Our February MeeƟng is Tuesday, February 3 at Shoney’s in Dandridge, TN.  The meeƟng starts at 6:30.  
Come earlier to eat.   

2026 Membership Campaign – Have You Renewed? 
 

The strength of our membership keeps this club operaƟng.  The more members we have, the more the 
club can accomplish and the more we can give to local charitable organizaƟons.   Our membership year 
runs from January 1 to December 31, 2026; thus all member dues are now due.  Have you Renewed? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Dues is a modest $20 per year, per member, which includes your significant other, or one other family 
member.  These funds go to the administraƟon of the club. 
 

If you are an exisƟng member and have paid your dues aŌer October 1, 2025, then your dues is already 
paid through December 31, 2026.  Thank you! 
 

Regardless if you are a renewing member, or want to join as a new member, please print and complete 
the informaƟon on the form provided in this newsleƩer.  Then bring the form and payment to a monthly 
meeƟng or mail them.  To pay by snail mail, make your check payable to:  Mossy Creek Car Club and send 
it to 562 N Highway 92, Jefferson City, TN 37760.  Please do not send cash through the mail. 
 

Have quesƟons or concerns?  Call or email Rick Elder (423-231-1326, relder@micromfgsys.com) or any 
member of the leadership team listed in this newsleƩer. 
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Letter from the President  
 

Happy New Year! 
 

As the New Year starts, we are home just wishing for Spring to come around and cruise-in season to start. 
A Ɵme to contemplate all the good things that we can do with these wonderful classic vehicles. Car shows, 
cruise-ins, power tours, and aƩending other vehicle related things, all the fun things. 
 

The 42nd Annual Cabin Fever Car & Motorcycle Show in Knoxville, TN, is scheduled for January 9-11, 2026, 
at the Knoxville Expo Center, with hours from 5 PM-8 PM Friday, 8 AM-8 PM Saturday, and 8 AM-4 PM 
Sunday.  The main Hamblen County car show, the "Winter Angel Expo," is scheduled for January 17-18, 
2026, at the Great Smoky Mountain Expo Center in White Pine, TN, featuring classic cars, trucks, 
motorcycles, and more. So these are a good way to start the year. 
 

This year we need to dedicate more Ɵme to the Mossy Creek Cruzers. Try to get more people interested in 
joining our club, aƩend more meeƟngs regularly the first Tuesday of each month at Shoney’s in Dandridge 
(6:30 pm) and volunteer at the two car shows. AƩend our Friday night cruise-in at College Square 
Shopping Center (Big Lots). The number of cruise-ins per month will soon be determined. 
 

Again it is Ɵme to publish our book, This may not seem important to some members, but we raise more 
charity money with this book than we do at our two car shows. We usually clear, aŌer prinƟng expenses, 
approximately $7,500. If members would sell just one adverƟsement, it would take a lot of Ɵme and effort 
off of the three or four that do sell. If you need the ad price list, a list of who we donate to, copy of our 
non-profit through the government, 501(C)3 form, receipt forms for customers and one for the club, just 
let me know and I will supply them to you. Let’s make this the best book ever!! 
 

How to sell ads: It is very easy. Always ask for the owner or the manager. Explain to them that most of the 
money that the club makes goes to local chariƟes. Last year it was over $11,000! Show them the list of 
who we donate to and a copy of the 2025 book. We print 3,000 to 3,500 books each year and they will 
receive a stack of the books to give out as well as the ones we give out at car shows and cruise-ins. Be sure 
to get good artwork and what they want their ad to say to give to me for placement in the book. Ask if 
they need us to email a proof of their ad to them. The best places to ask for ads: restaurants, auto supply 
and repair places, barber/beauty shops, furniture stores, banks, doctors/denƟsts, heaƟng and cooling 
companies, well diggers, police departments, real estate, vape and package stores, hardware, funeral 
homes, drug stores, flea markets, aucƟons, motorcycle shops, bakeries, pet spas, pizza cafes, 
campgrounds, marinas, tractor repair, jewelers, rv services. mercanƟles, flooring, lawn care, Ɵre stores, 
wrecker and towing companies, auto sales, chamber of commerce, tool guys, prinƟng companies, and 
pawn shops. This is just a few suggesƟons. We need some new ads this year to give the book a fresher 
look, although our regular customers are special! Most people are glad to help out when they hear it is 
about chariƟes, especially local chariƟes. Please try to help out your club this year. 
 

About my health: I am now doing dialysis, three Ɵmes a week, 4 hours each Ɵme. That is an extremely 
long Ɵme to have to give up. The good thing is that I feel so much beƩer! Thank y’all for all the prayers 
that have come my way.  
 

Happy New Year to all! 
 

Pat Dukes, President 
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Meeting Minutes – January 6 
 
 

Pat Dukes called the meeƟng to order at 6:29 pm.  She welcomed the twenty members in aƩendance.  Bob 
Latham gave the opening prayer, and led the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 

Bob L. provided the Treasurer’s report: 
Beginning Balance: $8,370.97, AcƟvity: $-99.23. Ending Balance: $8,271.74.  
Jackie made a moƟon to accept the report.  2nd by Linda L.  MoƟon passed. 
 

The minutes from the last meeƟng were published in the newsleƩer. 
 

Pat thanked Bob and Linda for hosƟng the MCC Christmas Party in their home.  It was a nice party for the 
28 members and guests who aƩended. 
 

Pat reviewed the process for selling adverƟsements in our program books.  Ad sizes and prices, and a copy 
of our 501C leƩer, were handed out.  Her health will not allow her to be involved selling as much as she 
has in the past and asked for volunteers.  Pete recommended that we call first and let them know we are 
coming to minimize the number of trips to each establishment.  This topic concluded with a discussion on 
members placing ads for their vehicles.  This is allowed at the same published sizes/rates. 
 

CommiƩee Leader NominaƟons/ElecƟons were held: 
CommunicaƟons CommiƩee – Nominated:   Rick Elder.  MoƟon:  Bob L.  2nd: Pete. 
Car Show CommiƩee – Nominated: Doug Rodgers.  MoƟon: Linda L.  2nd: John M. 
Chaplin – Nominated: Jackie Swank.  MoƟon: Jackie.  2nd: Pete B. 
Membership – Nominated:  Pat Dukes.  MoƟon: Bobby.  2nd: Linda L. 
All were approved.  They take office immediately. 
 

Note that the ChariƟes CommiƩee was not filled as it is subject to being eliminated in the upcoming 
bylaws change and we did not have a candidate. 
 

A Board of Directors meeƟng was scheduled for Monday, January 12 at the Texas Roadhouse in 
Morristown.  The purpose is to finalize the bylaws that are currently under construcƟon.  Rick E. will 
contact the restaurant for a reservaƟon for a table out of the main traffic flow. 
 

Rick E. presented a sample of a 2026 calendar printed by the Hamblen County Car Club.  The cars on the 
calendar belong to the members who are volunteering to work the upcoming Winter Angel Expo.  They will 
be given to current members and the leŌ overs sold at the 2026 shows or given as door prizes at the 
Saturday Night Cruise Ins.  Custom PrinƟng on Cumberland Street in Morristown did the prinƟng.  This was 
just an idea and a resource as Pat has been talking about making a MCC calendar. 
 

The 2026 Cruise In Schedule was discussed.  Pat delivered the assessment that the once a month schedule 
did not work very well and asked if we should go back to every Friday night?  Pete B. added that the cruise 
ins are an important part of recruiƟng new members.  Rick S. added we should invite other local clubs to 
our Cruise Ins.  Bobby recommended we keep the exisƟng schedule.  Having a standard rain date (i.e. 3rd 
Friday) was discussed.  No decision was made at this meeƟng.   
 

ConƟnued on Page 7. 
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Upcoming Events  
 

January 10 & 11    Cabin Fever Car Show, Knoxville, TN (Indoors), 9:00 am 
January 17  Hamblen County Car Club, 12th Annual Winter Angel 

Expo, (Indoors), Smoky Mountain Expo Center, White 
Pine, 8:00 am to 6:00 pm 

January 18  Hamblen County Car Club, 12th Annual Winter Angel 
Expo, (Indoors), Smoky Mountain Expo Center, White 
Pine, 9:00 am to 2:00 pm 

February 3 MCC Monthly MeeƟng, Shoney’s, Danridge, 6:30 pm 
March 3 MCC Monthly MeeƟng, Shoney’s, Danridge, 6:30 pm 
April 10 MCC Cruise In’s Begin (2nd Friday)! 
May 2 Hamblen County Car Club Spring Angel Expo, Cherokee 

Park, Morristown, TN. 8:00 am to 3:00 pm 
July 11 15th Annual MCC “Hot Daze, Cool Ridez” Car Show,  

American Book Company in Jefferson City, 8:00 am to 
2:00 pm. 

 

If you would like your event listed here, please send informaƟon to Rick 
Elder (relder@micromfgsys.com). 

 

PUT THESE 
DATES ON YOUR 

CALENDAR! 

Club Social Media 
Web Site    Facebook 

    
 
 
 

www.mossycreekcruzers.org hƩps://www.facebook.com/ 
MossyCreekCruzers   

 

Refrigerator Page 
Print and Hang On Your Refrigerator for Reference 

Local Meetings 
Get involved! 
Everyone is welcome 
to aƩend and learn 
about these clubs: 
 

 1st Tuesday – Mossy 
Creek Cruzers – 
Shoney’s, Dandridge, 
6:30 pm  

 

 2nd Tuesday  – 
Lakeway Mustang 
Club – Shoney’s, 
Morristown, 7:30 pm 

 

 3rd Tuesday –
Hamblen County Car 
Club – Holsten’s, 
Morristown, 7:00 pm 

 

 5th Tuesday – F-100 
Club – Shoney's 
Dandridge, 6:30 pm 
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2025 Board of Directors 
 

Rick Swank* 
701-300-2056 

swanks06@yahoo.com 
 

Mike Wright 
865-806-5050 

mikeyw59@gmail.com 
 

Pete Balzano 
423-312-3486 

petebmountainman@aol.com 
 

Rick Elder 
423-231-1326 

relder@micromfgsys.com 
 

Pat Dukes 
President 

 
*Acting Chairman of the Board 

2025 Officers 
President 
Pat Dukes 

865-363-5891 
mossycreekcruzers@aol.com 

 

Vice President 
Doug Rodgers 
904-802-8027 

nascar02nut@gmail.com 
 

Treasurer 
Bob Latham 
301-602-7498 

bobgoespostal61@yahoo.com 
 

Secretary 
Ashley Jones 

Jonesa3608#gmail.com 

About Mossy Creek Cruzers 
 

Founded in 2012, the Mossy Creek Cruzers (MCC) car club consists of a group of car enthusiasts dedicated 
to helping with chariƟes in Jefferson and surrounding counƟes, while supporƟng our passion for cars. It is 
our intent to share in the fellowship by raising funds through the events that we plan. Our events are 
family oriented.  We are a 501(C) non-profit organizaƟon. 

Operating Committee Leaders  
 

ArƟcle Six of our by-laws states: The members shall nominate and elect 
the following posiƟons: 
 

Car Show Directors – Doug Rodgers  
This individual organizes a commiƩee to conduct any car shows 
sponsored by the Club. The posiƟon requires commitment to the club 
through promoƟon, adverƟsement, parƟcipant involvement, and 
public relaƟons. 
 

Charity Coordinator – Open PosiƟon – Pending Bylaw Change 
This individual organizes a commiƩee to oversee all aspects of the 
Club's charity efforts. 
 

CommunicaƟons Coordinator – Rick Elder 
This individual shall be responsible for wriƟng, ediƟng, and maintaining 
a monthly newsleƩer for the Club and distribuƟng it to members and 
other clubs.  PosiƟon also includes publicity and maintains the club’s 
website. 
 

Membership Coordinator – Pat Dukes 
This individual is responsible for promoƟng membership, collecƟng 
dues, and working with the community as a Club representaƟve.  They 
must maintain a membership roster of all member types. 
 

Chaplin – Jackie Swank, 715-644-8891, swanks06@yahoo.com 
This individual leads all meeƟngs with a prayer.  They check on 
member's health and family situaƟons and sends flowers/cards or 
appropriate condolences when required. 
 

The MCC Car Club NewsleƩer is an official publicaƟon of the Mossy Creek 
Cruzers Car Club.  It is created and distributed electronically each month. All 

news arƟcles, photographs, and items of interest are welcome for 
consideraƟon for publicaƟon, but subject to ediƟng.  Submission deadlines is 
the date of the MCC monthly meeƟng. Members who do not have email may 

receive the newsleƩer by snail mail upon request. 



Volume 159, January 2026               Page 6 

Mossy Creek Cruzers Car Club * 562 North Highway 92 * Jefferson City, TN 37760 * 865-363-5891 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Leadership Changes and Thanks 
 

First of all, we express our thanks to the outgoing leaders for their efforts over the past year.  The club 
experienced another great year due to their commitment, dedicaƟon and teamwork.  Those officers and 
commiƩee leaders are listed in the 2025 (Outgoing) column below. 
 

 2025 (Outgoing) 2026 (Incoming) 
Officers   
President Pat Dukes Pat Dukes 
Vice President Doug Rodgers Doug Rodgers 
Treasurer Bob Latham Bob Latham 
Secretary Linda Lathum Ashley Jones 
Past President InacƟve InacƟve 
Board of Directors   
Elected #1* Rick Swank Rick Swank 
Elected #2 Mike Wright Mike Wright 
Elected #3 Pete Balzano Pete Balzano 
Elected #4 Open Rick Elder 
CommiƩee Leaders   
Car Show Doug Rodgers Doug Rodgers 
CommunicaƟons Rick Elder Rick Elder  
Membership Open Pat Dukes 
Chaplin Jackie Swank Jackie Swank 

* = Serves as the Chairmen of the Board 
 

We would also like to express our welcome to our incoming team of leaders and thank them for 
volunteering with our organizaƟon.  We look forward to their leadership in producing another fantasƟc 
year in 2026! 

Request for Help Selling Program Book Ads 
 

We are looking for volunteers to assist in selling adverƟsing for our 2026 
Program Books to local businesses.  These books will feature our “Hot Daze, 
Cool Ridez” July and the “Fill the Truck with Toys” October car shows, be an 
adverƟsing tool for those shows and sponsors within, and represent a main 
source of income for our club.   
 

We can assign you to local organizaƟons that were in last year’s book, you 
can visit new local organizaƟons, or both.  These organizaƟons do not need 
to be car related; they just need to offer their products and services to our 
affluent market. 
 

There were over 100 sponsors in our 2025 program book, thus this is a 
large, and very important, undertaking.   The types of businesses are 
diverse.  Basically, any local business that you purchase a product or service  
from is a candidate. 
 

If you have some Ɵme and are interested, please call or email Pat Dukes (865-363-5891, 
mossycreekcruzers@aol.com) or Bob Latham (301-602-7498, bobgoespostal61@yahoo.com). 
 

Fun Facts: 
3,500 Published in 2025 

100+ AdverƟsements 
32 Pages 
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Holiday Event Coverage – Club Christmas Party  
 

The annual Mossy Creek Car Club Christmas Party was held on Saturday, December 13th at Bob & Linda 
Latham’s home in Dandridge.  The well aƩended party (28) was highlighted by great food and hospitality.   
 

If you really want to learn about your fellow members, try playing the “Dirty Santa” game with them!  
Their true colors will emerge.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are happy to report that we had no fist fights again this year and a good Ɵme was had by all. 

Meeting Minutes – January 6 
ConƟnued from Page 3 
 

It was noted that having our Cruise Ins on Friday night provides the opportunity for us to aƩend other 
local car club events held on Saturday night.  It was suggested that we meet and cruise together to a 
chosen event at least once a month.   
 

Bobby Estes is working on the 2026 Power Tour schedule.  Not all major events have announced their 
show dates yet.  27 people aƩended the first cruise of the year to Rogersville on New Years Day. 
 

Pat provided an update on her health.  She is currently doing dialysis in Dandridge three days a week for 
four hours a day.  While this is cramping her schedule, she is feeling good.   
 

Bob L. opened a discussion on Club support for Pat.  He presented a plan to give Pat $1,000 to help with 
medical related expenses.  Rick S., who is not against helping Pat, cauƟoned us that this amount is seƫng 
a bad precedence.  He recommended a lower amount, and if more is needed, suggested we do another 
fundraising event.  A moƟon was made by Mary K. to accept Bob’s plan and 2nd by Jackie.  The moƟon was 
approved with two members in opposiƟon.  Bob presented Pat with a check. 
 

A moƟon to adjourn was made by Linda L. and 2nd by Rick Elder.  The moƟon was approved and the 
meeƟng concluded at 7:36. 



Volume 159, January 2026               Page 8 

Mossy Creek Cruzers Car Club * 562 North Highway 92 * Jefferson City, TN 37760 * 865-363-5891 
 

 



Volume 159, January 2026               Page 9 

Mossy Creek Cruzers Car Club * 562 North Highway 92 * Jefferson City, TN 37760 * 865-363-5891 
 

 
  



Volume 159, January 2026               Page 10 

Mossy Creek Cruzers Car Club * 562 North Highway 92 * Jefferson City, TN 37760 * 865-363-5891 
 

 


