
We are 
MAD for TREES

                      

                       



Madison’s 
Tree History

• Trees on the Green

• Along Boston Post Road

• Charter Oak







• Invasives

• Insect destruction - Gypsy Moth Caterpillar, 
Emerald Ash Borer and …

• The Spotted Lantern Fly is at our doorstep!

• Bad Plants - Bittersweet vines

• Crazy weather

• Extended periods of drought

• High winds with drenching rain

• Climate Change

• Hotter longer growing seasons + reduced 

capacity to absorb & store atmospheric CO2 as 

carbon = reduced wood density

Millions Of Connecticut Trees Are Dying - 
What's Killing Them?                    

  --- Hartford Courant Sept 27th, 2018

Madison (and the world) 
are in an uphill battle, 

and we are running out of time. 

Hurricane Irene – Aug 2011
Halloween Blizzard – Oct 2011
Hurricane Sandy – Oct 2012
Blizzard – Feb 2013
Tropical Storm Jose – Sept 2017
Hurricane Dorian – Sept 2019
Tropical Storm Isaias – Aug 2020
Tropical Storm Elsa – July 2021
Tropical Storm Henri – Aug 2021
Droughts of 2022 & 2024



RACE HILL FARM

Mission

MAD for Trees was established in 2021 to plant 200 native trees in 
Madison by May 2026, marking its 200th anniversary.

After achieving this by April 2023, we have increased our goal to 1000!

Our aim is to raise awareness of the Climate Crisis and its effects on 
Madison with these plantings.



GOALS

Near Term: Plant 1000 Native Trees & Shrubs in honor of 200 Years
• Be an integral part of the Town’s Bicentennial 
• Support Sustainable CT certification  
• Participate in beautification projects around town

Long Term: Plant 2,000 Native Trees & Shrubs “for eternity”
• Strengthen the P&Z process to begin protecting trees 
• Create a Tree Advisory Commission to support residents and town bodies. 
• Pass a Tree Ordinance that provides guidance on both tree removal & 

replacement, particularly with clear cutting & large trees (>18”DBH)

RACE HILL FARM



Why Native? 
• Provide food (nuts, seeds, nectar and fruit) & 

shelter for native pollinators & wildlife. 

• Microorganisms in soil rely on root structures from 
native plants. Microbes deliver nutrients to the plant.

Why Trees?

• Shade trees reduce energy costs

• Trees help buffer noise pollution

• Trees clean the air of CO2

• Tree root systems slow water runoff; reduce erosion

Symbiosis



Salt Meadow Park
Planting & Give Away

Spring 2022

63 Native Trees
Red Maple, White Cedar, River Birch, 

Franklinia, Dogwood, & American Holly



Bauer Park
Plant Give Away

Fall 2024

153 Native Plants
Dogwood, Sycamore, White Pine, 

Franklinia, Sugar Maple, Red Oak, 

Blueberry, & Winterberry



Collaborative 
Events

• Madison Land & Conservation Trust
• Lowry Woods Community Forest: 

• 19 trees including Tulip, Sweetgum & 
White Spruce

• The Garden Club of Madison

• 25 Heritage Apple & Pear Trees at Bauer Park

• 10 Apple, 6 Pear in 2023

• 9 Apple in 2024



Garden Club
Apple Corps
 @ Bauer Park



The Numbers & Places



The Road to the Bicentennial 

Madison’s
Bicentennial
Celebration

July ‘26

Bauer 
Spring ‘23 
Give Away

92 

Bauer 
Fall ‘24 

Give Away

153 

Lowry 
June ‘22

19 

Salt Meadow 
Spring ‘22

63 

Harvest 
Festival 
Fall ‘21 

4 

Bauer 
Fall ‘24 

Give Away

? 

Bauer 
Fall ‘22 

Give Away

60 

Bauer 
Fall ‘23 

Give Away

124 

Bauer 
Spring ‘24 
Give Away

154

Bauer 
Spring ‘25 
Give Away

(124) 

Bauer 
Spring ‘26 
Give Away

? 

Scranton 
Library  
April‘21 

1 

794 by April ‘24 
 206 left to go



Notable 
Madison 

Trees



How can you help?

• PLANT: Don’t have one of our trees yet? Help us reach our 1,000 
native plant goal

• PRESERVE: Help us promote a Proactive Tree Management Policy

• Education – Remove Invasives

• Protect our Notable Trees 

• Support a Tree Replacement Ordinance

• PARTICIPATE: in Madison’s 200th Anniversary!!



                      

                       

>$25,000

BAUER PARK
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