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Tucson Gem Shows -
Presentation by Dewey Buck

If you want to beat the cold snowy winters of Ohio and
see collections of rocks, minerals, gems & fossils from
around the world, then Tucson, Arizona is the place to
go! Dewey Buck, Mike Manning and a few other
members of our club have traveled west to experience
such adventures over the past few winters. In fact, most
of our spring show's raffle prizes have returned to Ohio
from the Tucson Gem Shows.

How did this amazing venue get started? The year was

1955 and Bob Root, a mineral dealer from Denver,
convinced Dan Caudle, Harold Rupert, and Clayton
Gibson of the Tucson Gem and Mineral Society to try
hosting a rock show. The first show was held in a school,
admission was free and 1500 people were in
attendance. This was a judged competition of exhibits.
Some of the categories included cabinet specimens,
miniature  specimens, ‘thumbnail” specimens and
cabochons. In addition, *fossil folks” were thrilled with the
category labeled “paleontological oddities.” The first year
was quite a success and the Tucson Gem and Mineral
Society began planning for next year's displays.
The years to follow saw continued growth in attendance,
vendors and exhibits. It wasn't until the early 1960's
however that show chairman, Clayton Chapman, had an
inspiration. He invited Mr. Paul Desautels, the assistant
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Gems & minerals aren't the only nature
you may experience in AZ - wild boars!

curator of the Smithsonian Institution’s mineral collection,
to come to the show and to bring with him a noteworthy
exhibit from the shelves of the Smithsonian. The invitation
was accepted and this began an amazing relationship
between Tucson and the Smithsonian for years to come.
It also opened the doors to others through out the U.S.A.
and the world to see and hear about amazing collections
and specimens.

Waulfenite, 19,227-carat ruby corundum crystal, calcite
crystals, uncut emeralds, formacite, linarite, caledonite,
diaboleite, cerussite with azurite & aurichalcite and a skull
of an unidentified pre-historic animal were some of the
curiosities that attracted visitors during the 1960's. The
show was housed at the fairgrounds until the early 1970's
and today the main show is held at the Tucson
Convention Center. But, unlike the early years when the
show was only a 2 day event in March, a rock enthusiast
could literally spend January-March exploring Arizona
and other parts of the west!

Everyone in attendance this evening agreed that a field
trip to see the wonders of the world in Tucson would be
amazing! Thanks for sharing some of the treasures that
you purchased Dewey - the boxes of fluorescent stones
under black lights were awesome! Make sure you pick
Dewey's brain for all of the do's & don'ts if you plan a trip
to Arizona!

https:/ /www.tucsongemshows.net
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