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Overview – original 



Writing outcomes

 Song verse

 Travel journal entries

 News report

 Character descriptions

SPAG focus

 Verbs

 Nouns

 Question words

 Conjunction – because (to explain)

Writing outcomes and SPAG focus 



Genre objectives and NC objectives

Based on EYFS framework and sitting alongside Phonics discrete teaching with these skills applied through these lessons 

Communication and Language 

The development of children’s spoken language underpins all seven areas of learning and development. Children’s back-
and-forth interactions from an early age form the foundations for language and cognitive development. The number and 

quality of the conversations they have with adults and peers throughout the day in a language-rich environment is crucial. 
By commenting on what children are interested in or doing, and echoing back what they say with new vocabulary added, 

practitioners will build children's language effectively. Reading frequently to children, and engaging them actively in stories,
non-fiction, rhymes and poems, and then providing them with extensive opportunities to use and embed new words in a 

range of contexts, will give children the opportunity to thrive. Through conversation, story-telling and role play, where 
children share their ideas with support and modelling from their teacher, and sensitive questioning that invites them to 

elaborate, children become comfortable using a rich range of vocabulary and language structures.

Literacy  

It is crucial for children to develop a life-long love of reading. Reading consists of two dimensions: language comprehension 
and word reading. Language comprehension (necessary for both reading and writing) starts from birth. It only develops 
when adults talk with children about the world around them and the books (stories and non-fiction) they read with them, 
and enjoy rhymes, poems and songs together. Skilled word reading, taught later, involves both the speedy working out of 
the pronunciation of unfamiliar printed words (decoding) and the speedy recognition of familiar printed words. Writing 
involves transcription (spelling and handwriting) and composition (articulating ideas and structuring them in speech, before 
writing).

Ranges – Birth To 5 Matters



 Link below
https://clpe.org.uk/system/files/The%20Snail%20and%20t
he%20Whale%20by%20Julia%20Donaldson%20January%20
2018.pdf

Please read the POR unit plan in full



Links to other texts and resources

 Big Blue Whale by Nicola Davies, illustrated by Nick Maland (Walker) This is a core text at 
the end of this unit and it is strongly recommended that you have a copy of this text to 
work with as part of this unit. 

 Is a Blue Whale the Biggest Thing There Is? by Robert E Wells (Franklin Watts) 
 Rock Pool Secrets by Narelle Oliver (Walker) 
 In One Tidepool: Crabs, Snails and Salty Tails by Anthony D. Fredericks (Dawn Publications) 
 One Tiny Turtle by Nicola Davies and Jane Chapman (Walker) 
 Surprising Sharks by Nicola Davies and James Croft (Walker)   (Covered in Summer 1)
 Seahorse: The Shyest Fish in the Sea by Chris Butterworth and John Lawrence (Walker) 
 Dolphin Baby by Nicola Davies and Brita Granström (Walker) 
 Meerkat Mail by Emily Gravett (Macmillan) 
 The Lighthouse Keeper’s Rescue by Ronda and David Armitage (Scholastic) 
 Blue Penguin by Petr Horáček (Walker) 
 Little Whale by Jo Weaver (Hodder) 
 The Storm Whale by Benji Davies (Simon and Schuster) 
 The Storm Whale in Winter by Benji Davies (Simon and Schuster) 



 Explore sea creatures and other characters and parts of the setting in the sand and water area to 
introduce some of the associated vocabulary and concepts in the book. To recreate some of the 
scenes after the book has begun, the following toys/props may be useful for use in the sand/water 
area or in a tuff spot with sand and water: 

 Whale, snails, shark, speedboats, palm trees, crab, starfish, fish, lighthouse, rocks, seaweed, shells. 
 You could also create some of the other settings in small world play, for example: using large blocks 

of ice, water, seals and penguins; jungle beach with dolphins, trees, leaves, insects, turtle, monkey 
parrots, volcano, flowers, sand and water (a bicarbonate of soda volcano can be a fun exploratory 
experience); an underwater scene in a large water tray with sharks, coral, rocks, fish, lobster, 
seaweed, crabs; a forest beach with trees, rocks, eagle, bears, mountains, flowers, sand and water. 
Scenery can be crafted with the children from mod-roc or papier-mâché, the marina with boats, 
water, sand, people, cliffs, lighthouse. 

 You may want to involve children in keeping and caring for garden snails in the classroom to 
compare and contrast these with the sea snails in the story. Advice for keeping snails as pets can be 
found at: https://mothernatured.com/pet-ideas-for-kids/keeping-garden-snails-as-pets/ 

 Make a display of books by Julia Donaldson. Read these aloud regularly encourage the children to 
discuss their favourite book/ character/the similarities they notice between them. 

Before starting the unit…



 Bring in garden snails and create a habitat for them in 
the classroom 

 Give children time to see how they move and talk 
about their habitat.  Link to surprising sharks book 
with habitat discussion.

 Have food to look at.

Hook idea…





 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can talk about characters.

 I can talk about settings.

 I can talk about books I have read.

Week 1 Monday 



How 
many 
animals 
can 
you 
find?



Parrot



Toucan



Snail



Whale



Crab



 Become an animal from the picture: 
the whale, the snail, the toucan, the 
parrot, and the crab. 

 If the characters/animals were 
speaking what might they be 
saying? 

Freeze Framing



 Who do you think the main characters 
are? 

 What do you think will happen in this 
story? 

 Does this remind you of any other 
stories you know?

 What questions do you have about 
what is happening? 

Questions…









 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can make predictions.

 I can talk confidently about what I know about snails. 

Week 1 Tuesday 







 Who is this character? 

 Have you seen snails before?

 Where were they? 

 What were they like? 

 Have you heard of sea snails before? 

 What do they already know about 
them? 

Snails and sea-snails…



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e
nPACKaL4ZQ&feature=youtu.be



 What does this mean? 
 Why do they think she wants to 

travel? 
 Where do they think she might like 

to go? 

‘This is a snail with an itchy foot.’ 



Where is our snail dreaming of 
travelling to?



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can recognise different emotions.

 I can say how a character is feeling from the pictures. 

Week 1 Wednesday 













 Why do you think they are telling her to ‘Be quiet! Don’t 
wriggle! Sit still! Stay put!’? 

 Have you ever been told similar things by your family or 
people close to you? 

 How does it feel when you’re told this? 

Be quiet!



How do you think she is feeling?



 Use mirrors to create different emotions.

Emotions



Draw your snail feeling different 
ways…



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can argue my point of view. 

 I can recognise language to persuade.

Week 1 Thursday 

















 How would the family of snails would feel if the snail 
went with the whale?

Do you think the snail should go with 
the whale?  Why?



Stand on one side and say why you think the snail 
should go or stay.

Conscience alley…



Dear Snail,

You should go with the whale because it will be fun.

From,
….

Shared writing…



Dear Snail,

You should not go with the whale because your family 
will miss you.

From,
….

Shared writing…



Write a note to the snail to let her 
know what you think she should do.



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can speak with confidence and fluency.

 I can describe how different animals move using 
verbs. 

Week 1 Friday 

















Come with me, under the sea 
Come with me, underneath the water 
Come with me, under the sea 
Where there are lots of animals 
I see a fish, swimming along beside me 
Do you see a fish, swimming along beside me? 
I’m sure I saw a fish, go swimming by me! 
Come with me, under the sea… 
I see an octopus waving all his tentacles, 
Do you see an octopus waving all his tentacles? 
I’m sure I saw an octopus, waving right back at me! 

The whale’s song…



Each verse is a different animal…

Come with me, under the sea… 
I see a crab, scuttling quickly sideways, 
Do you see a crab, scuttling quickly sideways? 
I’m sure I saw a crab go scuttling by me! 
Come with me, under the sea… 
I see a dolphin, leaping gracefully, 
Do you see a dolphin, leaping gracefully? 
I’m sure I saw a dolphin leaping right out of the sea! 
It’s about time we got back to the top 
So say goodbye to your friends, under the sea… 



 Fish swimming

 Octopus waving

 Crab scuttling

 Dolphin leaping

What other animals could be seen and 
how might they be moving?

Verbs…



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can sing songs about different creatures.

Week 2 Monday 

















Come with me, under the sea 
Come with me, underneath the water 
Come with me, under the sea 
Where there are lots of animals 
I see a fish, swimming along beside me 
Do you see a fish, swimming along beside me? 
I’m sure I saw a fish, go swimming by me! 
Come with me, under the sea… 
I see an octopus waving all his tentacles, 
Do you see an octopus waving all his tentacles? 
I’m sure I saw an octopus, waving right back at me! 

The whale’s song…



Each verse is a different animal…

Come with me, under the sea… 
I see a crab, scuttling quickly sideways, 
Do you see a crab, scuttling quickly sideways? 
I’m sure I saw a crab go scuttling by me! 
Come with me, under the sea… 
I see a dolphin, leaping gracefully, 
Do you see a dolphin, leaping gracefully? 
I’m sure I saw a dolphin leaping right out of the sea! 
It’s about time we got back to the top 
So say goodbye to your friends, under the sea… 



Think of some ways these creatures 
may move.



• Old MacDonald Had a Farm.
• Little Bo Peep Has Lost her Sheep.
• 5 Little Ducks.
• Mary Had a Little Lamb.
• Baa Baa Black Sheep.
• Farmers in the Den.
• Little Boy Blue.
• Three Blind Mice.

Do you know these to sing along to?



• Old MacDonald Had a Farm.

• Little Bo Peep Has Lost her Sheep.

• 5 Little Ducks.

• Mary Had a Little Lamb.

• Three Blind Mice.

Which animals are mentioned?
How do they say these animals move?



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can share my ideas.

 I can collaborate.

Week 2 Tuesday 



Come with me, under the sea 
Come with me, underneath the water 
Come with me, under the sea 
Where there are lots of animals 
I see a fish, swimming along beside me 
Do you see a fish, swimming along beside me? 
I’m sure I saw a fish, go swimming by me! 
Come with me, under the sea… 
I see an octopus waving all his tentacles, 
Do you see an octopus waving all his tentacles? 
I’m sure I saw an octopus, waving right back at me! 

The whale’s song…



Each verse is a different animal…

Come with me, under the sea… 
I see a crab, scuttling quickly sideways, 
Do you see a crab, scuttling quickly sideways? 
I’m sure I saw a crab go scuttling by me! 
Come with me, under the sea… 
I see a dolphin, leaping gracefully, 
Do you see a dolphin, leaping gracefully? 
I’m sure I saw a dolphin leaping right out of the sea! 
It’s about time we got back to the top 
So say goodbye to your friends, under the sea… 



Turtle

Shared writing - planning 

Gliding

Diving 

Deep blue sea

Sandy beach



We’ll see turtles, gliding, diving turtles, 
Would you like to see turtles? Gliding, diving turtles? 
Come and see the turtles diving up out of the sea! 

Shared write idea…
Turtles gliding



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can draft my ideas.

 I can recognise verbs. 

Week 2 Wednesday 



Come with me, under the sea 
Come with me, underneath the water 
Come with me, under the sea 
Where there are lots of animals 
I see a fish, swimming along beside me 
Do you see a fish, swimming along beside me? 
I’m sure I saw a fish, go swimming by me! 
Come with me, under the sea… 
I see an octopus waving all his tentacles, 
Do you see an octopus waving all his tentacles? 
I’m sure I saw an octopus, waving right back at me! 

The whale’s song…



Each verse is a different animal…

Come with me, under the sea… 
I see a crab, scuttling quickly sideways, 
Do you see a crab, scuttling quickly sideways? 
I’m sure I saw a crab go scuttling by me! 
Come with me, under the sea… 
I see a dolphin, leaping gracefully, 
Do you see a dolphin, leaping gracefully? 
I’m sure I saw a dolphin leaping right out of the sea! 
It’s about time we got back to the top 
So say goodbye to your friends, under the sea… 



Own animal…

Draw a picture in here

How else does it 
move?

How does it move?

What does it look 
like?

Where is it?
What is it?



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can write down my ideas.

 I can read back what I have written. 

Week 2 Thursday 



Come with me, under the sea 
Come with me, underneath the water 
Come with me, under the sea 
Where there are lots of animals 
I see a fish, swimming along beside me 
Do you see a fish, swimming along beside me? 
I’m sure I saw a fish, go swimming by me! 
Come with me, under the sea… 
I see an octopus waving all his tentacles, 
Do you see an octopus waving all his tentacles? 
I’m sure I saw an octopus, waving right back at me! 

The whale’s song…



Each verse is a different animal…

Come with me, under the sea… 
I see a crab, scuttling quickly sideways, 
Do you see a crab, scuttling quickly sideways? 
I’m sure I saw a crab go scuttling by me! 
Come with me, under the sea… 
I see a dolphin, leaping gracefully, 
Do you see a dolphin, leaping gracefully? 
I’m sure I saw a dolphin leaping right out of the sea! 
It’s about time we got back to the top 
So say goodbye to your friends, under the sea… 



Come with me, under the sea…
I see a ___________, ______________
Do you see a __________, _____________?
________________________________

Hot write scaffold if needed…



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can perform my own verse.

Week 2 Friday 



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can describe a setting.

Week 3 Monday 









 I can see tall mountains behind a 
forest of green trees.

 I can hear the parrots clicking their 
tongues. 

 I can feel the soft sand between my 
toes.

 I can taste the salt from the 
seawater.

 I can smell the sweet flowers. 

The beach



 I can see tall mountains behind a 
forest of green trees.

 I can hear the parrots clicking their 
tongues. 

 I can feel the soft sand between my 
toes.

 I can taste the salt from the 
seawater.

 I can smell the sweet flowers. 

The beach



















 Icebergs, penguins and seals in Antartica: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZraGKgMi58A 

 How would you describe this setting for our snail?

Antarctica



Antartica





 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can describe a setting.

Week 3 Tuesday 



 I can see tall mountains behind a 
forest of green trees.

 I can hear the parrots clicking their 
tongues. 

 I can feel the soft sand between my 
toes.

 I can taste the salt from the 
seawater.

 I can smell the sweet flowers. 

The beach





























 Hawaii Mauna Loa Volcano eruption: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_4-9MoJF7P0 

Volcano





 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can describe a setting. 

Week 3 Wednesday 



 I can see tall mountains behind a 
forest of green trees.

 I can hear the parrots clicking their 
tongues. 

 I can feel the soft sand between my 
toes.

 I can taste the salt from the 
seawater.

 I can smell the sweet flowers. 

The beach































 Tropical Beach: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VANe662ZENY 

Tropical beach





 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can describe a setting.

Week 3 Thursday 



 I can see tall mountains behind a 
forest of green trees.

 I can hear the parrots clicking their 
tongues. 

 I can feel the soft sand between my 
toes.

 I can taste the salt from the 
seawater.

 I can smell the sweet flowers. 

The beach





































  Mountain range and lake: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MxYW_s0d6w4 

Mountain range and lake







 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can describe my own setting.

Week 3 Friday 



 I can see tall mountains behind a 
forest of green trees.

 I can hear the parrots clicking their 
tongues. 

 I can feel the soft sand between my 
toes.

 I can taste the salt from the 
seawater.

 I can smell the sweet flowers. 

The beach











































Draw a picture of your 
own setting and label 
what our snail might 
see, hear, touch and 
smell.

Where else could our snail visit?



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can make predictions. 

Week 4 Monday 











































 Tell your partner what has happened in the story.

 How has the snail felt at different points in the story?

Tell your partner…





 What has 
happened to our 
whale and snail?

 What do you think 
could happen 
next?

Prediction time…



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can act as different characters. 

Week 4 Tuesday 



























































 Tell your partner what happened in the story once the 
whale was stranded on the beach. 

Is this what you predicted?



Freeze Frame this scene



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can speak with confidence. 

Week 4 Wednesday 



Yesterday the whole community prevented a whale from dying on a 
beach.  It was stranded on the sand with no water and was dying.

Luckily a snail wrote a message on a blackboard in a school.  The 
message told the children in school about the whale.  Quickly, the 
children got the fire brigade and together they poured water over 
the whale’s body to keep it alive. 

When the tide came in, the whale was able to swim away safely.  The 
snail was seen on the whale’s tail as it disappeared from site.

Teachers said they were very proud of how the children had worked 
together to help save an animal’s life. 

Children and snail save a whale



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can act out a news report. 

Week 4 Thursday 



Yesterday the whole community prevented a whale from dying on a 
beach.  It was stranded on the sand with no water and was dying.

Luckily a snail wrote a message on a blackboard in a school.  The 
message told the children in school about the whale.  Quickly, the 
children got the fire brigade and together they poured water over 
the whale’s body to keep it alive. 

When the tide came in, the whale was able to swim away safely.  The 
snail was seen on the whale’s tail as it disappeared from site.

Teachers said they were very proud of how the children had worked 
together to help save an animal’s life. 

Children and snail save a whale



Model news report 



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can act out a news report. 

Week 4 Friday 



Yesterday the whole community prevented a whale from dying on a 
beach.  It was stranded on the sand with no water and was dying.

Luckily a snail wrote a message on a blackboard in a school.  The 
message told the children in school about the whale.  Quickly, the 
children got the fire brigade and together they poured water over 
the whale’s body to keep it alive. 

When the tide came in, the whale was able to swim away safely.  The 
snail was seen on the whale’s tail as it disappeared from site.

Teachers said they were very proud of how the children had worked 
together to help save an animal’s life. 

Children and snail save a whale



Film time…



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can respond to a story.

 I can sequence story events. 

Week 5 Monday 



Yesterday the whole community prevented a whale from dying on a 
beach.  It was stranded on the sand with no water and was dying.

Luckily a snail wrote a message on a blackboard in a school.  The 
message told the children in school about the whale.  Quickly, the 
children got the fire brigade and together they poured water over 
the whale’s body to keep it alive. 

When the tide came in, the whale was able to swim away safely.  The 
snail was seen on the whale’s tail as it disappeared from site.

Teachers said they were very proud of how the children had worked 
together to help save an animal’s life. 

Children and snail save a whale



































































 Likes?
 Dislikes?
 Patterns?
 Puzzles?

Tell me…



 Create a storyboard and talk through the story with a 
friend. 

Sequencing 















 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can act as a news reporter. 

Week 5 Tuesday 



Yesterday the whole community prevented a whale from dying on a 
beach.  It was stranded on the sand with no water and was dying.

Luckily a snail wrote a message on a blackboard in a school.  The 
message told the children in school about the whale.  Quickly, the 
children got the fire brigade and together they poured water over 
the whale’s body to keep it alive. 

When the tide came in, the whale was able to swim away safely.  The 
snail was seen on the whale’s tail as it disappeared from site.

Teachers said they were very proud of how the children had worked 
together to help save an animal’s life. 

Children and snail save a whale



































































 Model as a class 
reporting on this 
scene.

 Children to then work 
in groups to do the 
same.

 Film and watch back.

News reporter time



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can create a plan. 

Week 5 Wednesday 



Yesterday the whole community prevented a whale from dying on a 
beach.  It was stranded on the sand with no water and was dying.

Luckily a snail wrote a message on a blackboard in a school.  The 
message told the children in school about the whale.  Quickly, the 
children got the fire brigade and together they poured water over 
the whale’s body to keep it alive. 

When the tide came in, the whale was able to swim away safely.  The 
snail was seen on the whale’s tail as it disappeared from site.

Teachers said they were very proud of how the children had worked 
together to help save an animal’s life. 

Children and snail save a whale



































































 How would this 
event be written 
the next day in a 
newspaper?

Newspaper Report



 What could the 
headline be?

 What would the 
reporter want the 
reader to know 
straight away?

Planning



 Who could offer a 
quote?

 What might they 
say?

Planning



QuoteWho What Where 
When

Headline

Planning



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can write a newspaper report. 

Week 5 Thursday 



Off on their next adventure

Yesterday, the whale and snail left the bay ready for 
their next adventure.  
Lots of people stood on the beach to wave goodbye to 
them.
A little girl cried as she wanted to go with them. 

Shared write



26 mins – video 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000cslw/the-snail-and-the-whale



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can write my newspaper report. 

Week 5 Friday 



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can label a picture. 

Week 6 Monday 















 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can recognise the word ‘because’.

Week 6 Tuesday 



 The whale is kind because he took a snail on an 
adventure with him.  

 The whale is grateful because the snail saved him 
from dying.

 The whale is brave because he visited lots of new 
places. 

Whale



 The whale is kind because he took a snail on an 
adventure with him.  

 The whale is grateful because the snail saved him 
from dying.

 The whale is brave because he visited lots of new 
places. 

Whale



 I am ________ because 

 I am ________ because 

 I am ________ because

because



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can label a picture. 

Week 6 Wednesday 





 The whale is kind because he took a snail on an 
adventure with him.  

 The whale is grateful because the snail saved him 
from dying.

 The whale is brave because he visited lots of new 
places. 

Whale





 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can write a sentence using ‘because’.

Week 6 Thursday 



 The whale is kind because he took a snail on an 
adventure with him.  

 The whale is grateful because the snail saved him 
from dying.

 The whale is brave because he visited lots of new 
places. 

Whale





 The snail is _______ because….

Snail…



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can reflect on my learning. 

Week 6 Friday 



 What have you achieved?
 What have you enjoyed?
 What have been your 

strengths?
 What have you improved?
 What are you going to keep 

working on?

The snail and the whale



Supporting resources for provision 
below…










































