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Overview
English Overview Y2 Cycle A  (SPAG focus) (writing focus) (reading focus)

Sept 2021 start

Writing outcomeText usedFridayThursday WednesdayTuesdayMonday

Narrative retelling with 
different characters –
quest story

How to Find Gold  by 
Viviane Schwarz 

POR 10 descriptive 
words and phrases

POR 9 thought 
bubbles – 
comprehension 
focus

POR 4+5 shared 
writing whole story 
then plan ind

POR 3 with focus on 
tenses (recap)

POR 1+2 
responding and 
role on the wall

A1

Shared writing – 
innovation of 
problem resolution

Shared writing – 
innovation of 
opening and build 
up

Shared writing – 
plan own version of 
quest story

AdverbialsPOR 21 retelling – 
vocab focus

A2

Edit, improve, 
perform

Independent 
problem resolution 
ending (hot task)

Independent plan 
quest story – 
opening and build 
up  (Hot task)

Contractions – show 
where used and why 

Shared writing – 
innovation ending – 
edit and improve

A3

Formal letter to the 
author – persuasive 
letters to spend the 
money or not

Shared writing – 
innovate plan and 
letter opening

Conscious alley and 
freeze frame – 
response to 
arguments made

Persuasive language 
focus – emotive 
conjunctions and 
positive phrases

When not to use 
contractions – formal 
language

POR 14 introduce 
argument focus – 
model text of letter

A4

Edit, improve, 
perform

Independent 
positive reason one 
, two and closing  
(hot task)

Independent plan 
persuasive letter – 
opening (hot task)

Shared writing 
summing up argument 
in closing - Commas in 
a list items

Shared writing – 
positive reason 1 
and 2

A5

Free verse poetry based 
on a storm

Edit, improve, 
perform

Independent plan 
and writing for own 
poem (hot task)

Shared writing – 
creating own 
imagery and poem 
for storm

Commas in a list 
actions verbs Present 
progressive

POR 8 storm 
imagery - model 
text POR 11

A6



Writing outcomes

 Narrative retelling of quest story with different characters 

 Formal persuasive letter to the author 

 Free verse poetry based on a storm

SPAG focus

 Tenses – present progressive

 Adverbials

 Contractions

 Commas in a list

Writing outcomes and SPAG focus 



National Curriculum Writing Expectations Y2Journey Story Expectations Y2
Spell some words that sound the same, but are 

spelled differently.
Use time or place to start

Use an apostrophe to show that something belongs 
to somebody.

Explain how the character feels

Use commas to show items in a list.Explain how the character has changed or what they 
have learned

Spell words that end with ment, ness, full, less and ly.Choose adjectives for effect 
Write letters in the correct size and joined.Use alliteration to describe

Write capital letters and numbers in the correct size.Use similes to describe
Leave finger space between words.Use ‘said’ plus an adverb

Write in sentences with expanded noun phrases.Use dramatic conjunctions 
Plan my work on paper.Opening – Main character goes on a journey

Build up – Something small goes wrong

Problem – Something worse happens

Resolution – The obstacles are overcome 

Ending – Main character gets there in the end

Check my work for spelling, grammar and 
punctuation mistakes.

Check my work to make sure it makes sense.
Use statements, questions, exclamations and 

commands.
Join sentences with different words (and / or / but / 

because / when / if).

Use the past and present tense correctly.

Genre objectives and NC objectives



 Link below

https://clpe.org.uk/powerofreading/book/how-find-gold

Please read the POR unit plan in full



Picture books by Viviane Schwarz:
● There are no cats in this book (Walker)
● There are cats in this book (Walker)
● Is there a dog in this book? (Walker)
● Welcome to Your Awesome Robot (Flying Eye)
● The Sleepwalkers (Walker)
● I am Henry Finch with Alexis Deacon (Walker)
● Cheese Belongs to You with Alexis Deacon (Walker)
● A Place to Call Home with Alexis Deacon (Walker)
Quest Stories:
● Emily Brown and the Elephant Emergency by Cressida Cowell and Neal Layton (Hodder)
● A Place to Call Home by Alexis Deacon and Viviane Schwarz (Walker)
● Hermelin: The Detective Mouse by Mini Grey (Red Fox)
● Lila and the Secret of Rain by David Conway and Jude Daly (Frances Lincoln)
● The Princess and the White Bear King by Tanya Robyn Batt and Nicoletta Ceccoli (Barefoot Books)
Books that challenge gender stereotypes:
● The Emily Brown picture book series by Cressida Cowell and Neal Layton (Hodder)
● Pippi Longstocking by Astrid Lindgren (Oxford University Press)
● What are you playing at? by Marie-Sabine Roger and Anne Sol (Alanna Books)
Rosie Revere, Engineer by Andrea Beaty and David Roberts (Abrams)

Links to other texts and resources



How to Find Gold is a highly visual story and you will want to provide a variety of ways for children to
conceptualise the world that it takes place in:
 Make some space on the classroom walls so that Anna and Crocodile’s journey can be tracked
across them as you work with the book.
 A supportive working wall, drawing on the sense of space and varied settings in the book, will
help you to unfurl the story with the children and to sustain their reading stamina, enable
story recall and develop authentic writing. The book is a sophisticated blend of dialogic text
alongside illustration that help move the narrative on, support children’s deeper
understanding of character and add additional information and detail for young readers.
 Children will want to pore over the illustrations and act out the two protagonist parts so it is
wise to plan extended opportunities for this kind of response to the book, whether it be
individually, in small groups or as a class.
 Put together a collection of quest stories which includes both picture and longer versions of
traditional quest stories for children to explore and enjoy in both independent and group
reading sessions as well as for drawing on as a class read aloud.

Before starting the unit…



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can respond to an illustration.
 I can recognise different character aspects.

Week 1 Monday 



Tell me…
What do you notice in this picture? 



Tell me…
Is there anything you like about it? 

Why? Why not? 



Tell me…
Is there anything that you dislike? 

Why? 



Tell me…
Does it remind you of anything? 



Tell me…
Does anything puzzle you? 



Tell me…
What kind of story do you think this 

will be? 



Tell me…
What can you say about the characters? 



Tell me…
What would you like to find out? 



Anna and Crocodile
Characters… what do we know?



Anna



Crocodile



 Learning Objectives

I can recognise tenses.
I can write in past tense.
I can write in present tense.

Week 1 Tuesday 









Can you find all of the verbs in these sentences?

 I will need a strong bag to hold the gold.
 I will dig a big hole when I find the gold.
 I will fight off pirates who try to stop me.
 I will count all the gold I find.
 I will share all the gold with my family. 
 I will be rich.

What tense are these sentences written in?
Has it already happened?  (PAST)
Is it happening now? (PRESENT)
Is it going to happen in the future?  (FUTURE)

Planning to find gold…



Did you find all the verbs?

 I will need a strong bag to hold the gold.
 I will dig a big hole when I find the gold.
 I will fight off pirates who try to stop me.
 I will count all the gold I find.
 I will share all the gold with my family. 
 I will be rich.

Did you guess that the tense was FUTURE?

Planning to find gold…



Imagine you found the gold, can you now write these sentences into 
PAST tense by changing the verbs.  The first one is done for you.

 I needed a strong bag to hold the gold.
 I will dig a big hole when I find the gold.
 I will fight off any pirates who try to stop me.
 I will count all the gold I find.
 I will share all the gold with my family.
 I will be rich. 

Challenge….
Can you create a grid of verbs showing them as future, present and 
past ?

Woohoo, you found the gold!



FUTUREPRESENTPAST

will needneedingneeded

will digdigdug

will findfindsfound

will fightfightsfought

will trytriestried

will countcountscounted

will sharesharesshared

will beamwas

Tenses

What do you notice about past tense?  Can you see any patterns?



 Learning Objectives

I can recognise stages in a story. 
I can learn a story from a story map. 

Week 1 Wednesday 



Look what arrived!



Look at what was inside!













Long ago, a brave little girl called Anna became best friends with 
an intelligent crocodile.  Together, they went on quests to save 
villages, rescue people in need and slay monsters.  They were an 
inseparable, winning team. 

One day, while on their adventures through India, Anna and 
Crocodile came to a very poor village.   The villagers were sad and 
afraid because all of their gold had been stolen.  
‘Please help us,’ nervously said a small child of the village. 
‘We will do our very best,’ said Crocodile confidently. 
Anna and Crocodile set off in search of the rotten thieves and the 
stolen gold. 

Quest story opening and build up



In no time at all, Crocodile had picked up the tracks of 
the thieves.  They were heading on foot across the 
dense jungle terrain dragging the gold behind them.  
Full of confidence, Anna and Crocodile raced after the 
thieves feeling that this would be the easiest of quests 
yet.  However, they soon came across a raging river.  
The tracks led to the river bank, but then were lost 
because of the water. 
“What are we going to do now?” said Anna anxiously. 

Quest story problem



In the distance, on the other side of the river, Crocodile saw 
smoke rising from the green, jungle trees. 
“Look over there, I bet that is where the thieves have set up 
camp!” said Crocodile confidently. 
Using logs and ropes, the team quickly made a raft to cross the 
river and then set off at a pace towards the camp.  
Sneakily, they waited until nightfall for the thieves to go to 
sleep.  Then they crept stealthily towards the tents, carefully 
collected the bags of gold and darted back towards the river. 

Quest story resolution



As Anna and Crocodile approached the village, the 
villagers could see their gold being returned and 
cheered.   
“How can we ever repay you?” said the chief of the 
village gratefully.
Anna and Crocodile just smiled and walked away.  They 
knew there was no need for payment as they just 
wanted to help those in need.  
And that was what they carried on doing.

Quest story ending



Learning objectives

I can understand how characters are feeling.

Week 1 Thursday 



Last lesson we made a story up about 
Anna and Crocodile going on a quest, 

let’s see what happens next in the book.













Learning objectives

I can use descriptive language to create mood and 
atmosphere.
I can retell the story picking out the main parts.

Week 1 Friday 



Read the whole story and then retell 
it to each other.















 https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=youtube+und
erwater&view=detail&mid=376EDB62B48DEC4272703
76EDB62B48DEC427270&FORM=VIRE

Youtube clip



colourful fish gliding by
coral reef waving 

Brainstorm descriptive words and 
phrases for video seen



Week 2 Monday 

Learning objectives

I can sequence a story recognising the 5 parts.
I can understand new vocabulary and use it within 
sentences.



Here is our quest story we made up 
What happensAnna and CrocodilePart

introducing 
characters of Anna 
and Crocodile.

Long ago, a brave little girl called Anna became best friends with an intelligent crocodile.  Together, they went 
on quests to save villages, rescue people in need and slay monsters.  They were an inseparable, winning team. 

Opening –

introducing setting 
and start of quest / 
journey

One day, while on their adventures through India, Anna and Crocodile came to a very poor village.   The 
villagers were sad and afraid because all of their gold had been stolen.                                                     
‘Please help us,’ nervously said a small child of the village.                                                               
‘We will do our very best,’ said Crocodile confidently.                                                                      
Anna and Crocodile set off in search of the rotten thieves and the stolen gold. 

Build-up -

losing tracks and 
coming to a river

In no time at all, Crocodile had picked up the tracks of the thieves.  They were heading on foot across the dense 
jungle terrain dragging the gold behind them.  Full of confidence, Anna and Crocodile raced after the thieves 
feeling that this would be the easiest of quests yet.  However, they soon came across a raging river.  The tracks 
led to the river bank, but then were lost because of the water.                                                              
“What are we going to do now?” said Anna anxiously.

Problem –

getting the goldIn the distance, on the other side of the river, Crocodile saw smoke rising from the green, jungle trees.                  
“Look over there, I bet that is where the thieves have set up camp!” said Crocodile confidently.                             
Using logs and ropes, the team quickly made a raft to cross the river and then set off at a pace towards the 
camp.   Sneakily, they waited until nightfall for the thieves to go to sleep.  Then they crept stealthily towards 
the tents, carefully collected the bags of gold and darted back towards the river. 

Resolution 
–

returning gold and 
continuing on their 
journey

As Anna and Crocodile approached the village, the villagers could see their gold being returned and cheered. 
“How can we ever repay you?” said the chief of the village gratefully.                                                       
Anna and Crocodile just smiled and walked away.  They knew there was no need for payment because they just 
wanted to help those in need.                                                                                                
And that was what they carried on doing.

Ending –



Vocabulary
PictureDefinitionVocabulary

A journey in search of something.Quest

Unable to be away from each otherInseparable

Scared of somethingNervously

Brave and unafraid Confidently 

Footprints or pawprints – patterns 
made in the soil that show 
someone or something has stood or 
walked there

Tracks

Scared of somethingAnxiously 

An area with lots of forest in hot or 
tropical countries 

Jungle 

A stretch of landTerrain 

Movement to not be heard or seenStealthily 

Money paid for someone doing 
something or buying something

Payment 



Learning Objectives

I can recognise adverbs.
I can recognise adverbials.
I can write using adverbs to give an impact.

Week 2 Tuesday 



Anna and Crocodile - find the adverbs

Long ago, a brave little girl called Anna became best friends with an intelligent crocodile.  Together, 
they went on quests to save villages, rescue people in need and slay monsters.  They were an 
inseparable, winning team. 
One day, while on their adventures through India, Anna and Crocodile came to a very poor village.   
The villagers were sad and afraid because all of their gold had been stolen.                                                 
‘Please help us,’ nervously said a small child of the village.                                                               
‘We will do our very best,’ said Crocodile confidently.                                                                      
Anna and Crocodile set off in search of the rotten thieves and the stolen gold. 
In no time at all, Crocodile had picked up the tracks of the thieves.  They were heading on foot 
across the dense jungle terrain dragging the gold behind them.  Full of confidence, Anna and 
Crocodile raced after the thieves feeling that this would be the easiest of quests yet.  However, they 
soon came across a raging river.  The tracks led to the river bank, but then were lost because of the 
water.                                                                                                                       
“What are we going to do now?” said Anna anxiously.
In the distance, on the other side of the river, Crocodile saw smoke rising from the green, jungle 
trees.                                                                                                                       
“Look over there, I bet that is where the thieves have set up camp!” said Crocodile confidently.                             
Using logs and ropes, the team quickly made a raft to cross the river and then set off at a pace 
towards the camp.   Sneakily, they waited until nightfall for the thieves to go to sleep.  Then they 
crept stealthily towards the tents, carefully collected the bags of gold and darted back towards the 
river. 
As Anna and Crocodile approached the village, the villagers could see their gold being returned and 
cheered. “How can we ever repay you?” said the chief of the village gratefully.                                              
Anna and Crocodile just smiled and walked away.  They knew there was no need for payment 
because they just wanted to help those in need.                                                                              



nervously
anxiously
confidently
quickly 
gratefully

There are so many adverbs – can you think of some 
more?

Adverbs in our story



Read this sentence and spot the adverb.
Anna waved gracefully at the villagers.
What does this tell us about the verb?

Now this one….
Yesterday Crocodile brushed his shiny, sharp teeth.
What does this adverb tell us about the verb?

Or this one…
Anna and Crocodile go on quests often.
What does this adverb tell us about the verb?

Adverbs give information about 
verbs, adjectives or other verbs



Verb   Adverb What is tells us….

Anna waved gracefully at the villagers.     HOW

Yesterday Crocodile brushed his shiny, sharp teeth.    WHEN

Anna and Crocodile go on quests often.            HOW OFTEN

Adverbs tell us about the verbs by saying how, when, where, 
how often or how much. 

Did you spot the verbs, adverbs and 
say what effect they had?





Adverbs



How about this one…
Crocodile danced out of control.

For this one it is not just one word that is giving 
information about the verb ‘to dance’ but a phrase (a 
group of words)
This is called an adverbial phrase.

Groups of words can act as an adverb



Crocodile danced out of control.

For this one it is not just one word that is giving 
information about the verb ‘to dance’ but a phrase (a 
group of words)
This is called an adverbial phrase.

Adverbial phrase



 Look for verbs and then words that show how, when, 
where, how often or how much the verbs are doing.

Reread our story and find all of the 
adverbs



Learning objectives

I can plan a story based on our model text.
I can orally tell my new story based on my plan.

Week 2 Wednesday



Original
Opening

Planning – original recap 

Build-up Problem

Resolution Ending



New version
Opening

Planning – innovation

Build-up Problem

Resolution Ending



Learning Objective

I can write an opening and build-up of an innovated 
story from my plan.

Week 2 Thursday 



New version
Opening

Planning – innovation

Build-up Problem

Resolution Ending



Long ago, a confident small boy called Andy became best friends with a loyal 
hound.  Together, they went on quests to retrieve gold, support people who were 
injured and defeat beasts.  They were an inseparable, winning team. 

One day, while on their adventures through Canada, Andy and Hound came to a 
very quiet cave.   The cave folk were upset and frightened because all of their 
gems had been stolen.                                                                                                        
‘Will you get our gems back for us please?’ worriedly said a little boy from the 
cave.                                                                                                                        
‘Of course we will give it our best shot!’ said Hound proudly.                                                               
Andy and Hound set off in search of the awful thieves and the precious gems. 

Innovation



Learning Objective 

I can write a problem and resolution from our model 
text based on my plan.

Week 2 Friday



New version
Opening

Planning – innovation

Build-up Problem

Resolution Ending



In no time at all, Hound had picked up the scent of the robbers.  They were heading on 
foot across the sparse mountain terrain carrying the gems on a small cart.  Full of 
confidence, Andy and Hound raced after the robbers feeling that this would be the 
easiest of quests yet.  However, they soon came across a steep cliff face.  The scent led to 
the cliff but were then lost the steep rock.                                                                                 
“How do we follow them up this?” said Anna confused.

In the distance, on the top of the cliff, Hound could smell smoke as well as meat cooking.                                   
“I know they are not far ahead of us as they have made camp at the top of this 
mountain!” said Hound with confidence.                                                                                       
Using ropes, the team carefully climbed the rock face and then set off at a pace towards 
the camp.  Craftily, they waited until it was the dead of night so the robbers would be 
asleep.  Then they snuck quietly towards the tents, gingerly gathered the bags of gems 
and dashed back towards the cliff edge. 

Innovation 



Learning Objectives 

I can write an ending from my plan based on the model 
text.
I can reread my whole story and edit it to make it the 
best it can be.

Week 3 Monday



New version
Opening

Planning – innovation

Build-up Problem

Resolution Ending



 As Andy and Hound approached the cave, the cave folk could see 
their gems being brought back to them and they clapped.    
“What can we do to thank you?” said the leader joyfully.                                                                     
Andy and Hound just grinned and turned away.  They knew there 
was no need for them to get anything for the help they gave 
because that’s just what they did. 

Innovation 



Learning objectives

I can recognise contractions.
I can write a sentence using contractions correctly.

Week 3 Tuesday 



 As Andy and Hound approached the cave, the cave folk could see 
their gems being brought back to them and they clapped.    
“What can we do to thank you?” said the leader joyfully.                                                                     
Andy and Hound just grinned and turned away.  They knew there 
was no need for them to get anything for the help they gave 
because that’s just what they did. 

Innovation 



 because just what they did

Contractions



 because just what they did

 because just what they did

apostrophe used to replace letter (s)



Contractions are used in speech everyday and are 
quite common.

It makes sentences quicker to say and writing 
quicker to write.

If you were writing a formal piece of writing you 
would not (wouldn’t) use contractions. 

Contract – meaning to make smaller 



it’s 

they’ve

I’ve

I’d 

What about these…



it’s                             it is         

they’ve                    they have 

I’ve                           I have 

I’d                             I would

Did you get them right?



 did not
 will not
 she had
 will not
 you are
 that is 
 they will 

Can you make these contractions
(put the apostrophe where the missing 

letters are)



 did not didn’t 

 they will they’ll
 she had she’d
 I am I’m

 you are you’re

 that is that’s

 will not won’t   (tricky one)

Did you get them right?



Andy and Hound do not have a quest at the moment.

Cave folks could not believe Andy and Hound got the gems.

The cliff face did not stop the team.

They had no doubt of success.

It is amazing that Hound could follow the robbers scent.

Let’s try them in sentences
(Let us try them in sentence)



Andy and Hound don’t have a quest at the moment.

Cave folks couldn’t believe Andy and Hound got the gems.

The cliff face didn’t stop the team.

They’d no doubt of success.

It’s amazing that Hound could follow the robbers scent.

Did you contract those words?



Learning Objectives

I can plan my own quest story in five parts.
I can orally rehearse my story from my plan.
I can use my plan to write my own story.

Week 3 Wednesday



Learning objectives
I can write a quest story using my plan.

Week 3 Thursday 



Learning Objectives
I can edit and review my work.
I can perform my story.
I can support other children with reviewing their stories. 

Week 3 Friday



Learning Objectives

I can persuade someone of my idea.
I can recognise persuasive language.
I can recognise features of a persuasive letter.

Week 4 Monday 



Read the whole story to finding the 
treasure.





Conscience alley



Dear Anna,
I am writing this letter to convince you to do the right thing and not 
spend the gold you have just found.
Firstly, the money is not yours so you have no right to take it from the 
ocean.  That treasure could belong to someone who truly deserves it 
and has not just decided to go hunting to find gold.  How would you 
feel if someone took something that belonged to you?
Secondly, there could be a curse on the coins.  Everyone knows that 
pirates hunt for buried treasure.  In all pirate films, bad things happen 
when they take the riches.   
Lastly, I know you are a kind and good person who helps others. We 
are the same, you and I.  We recover things for other people, we do not 
take things for ourselves. 
I hope that my letter has persuaded you to leave the gold where it is.
Kind regards,
Andy



Dear Anna,
I am writing this letter to convince you to do the right thing and 
not spend the gold you have just found.

Start with ‘Dear…’
Explain why you are writing a letter 



Firstly, the money is not yours so you have no right to 
take it from the ocean.  That treasure could belong to 
someone who truly deserves it and has not just decided 
to go hunting to find gold.  How would you feel if 
someone took something that belonged to you?

Give a reason and explain it fully
Use an adverb to give order



Secondly, there could be a curse on the coins.  Everyone 
knows that pirates hunt for buried treasure.  In all pirate 
films, bad things happen when they take the riches.   

Give another reason and explain it fully
Use another adverb to show order



Lastly, I know you are a kind and good person who 
helps others. We are the same, you and I.  We recover 
things for other people, we do not take things for 
ourselves. 

Give a final reason and explain it fully
Use an adverb to show it is the last one



I hope that my letter has persuaded you to leave the 
gold where it is.
Kind regards,
Andy

End the letter saying what you want to happen
Finish with kind regards



Learning Objectives

I can use contractions for effect.
I can understand when not to use contractions.

Week 4 Tuesday



Dear Anna,
I’m writing this letter to convince you to do the right thing and not 
spend the gold you have just found.
Firstly, the money’s not yours so you have no right to take it from the 
ocean.  That treasure could belong to someone who truly deserves it 
and hasn’t just decided to go hunting to find gold.  How’d you feel if 
someone took something that belonged to you?
Secondly, there could be a curse on the coins.  Everyone knows that 
pirates hunt for buried treasure.  In all pirate films, bad things happen 
when they take the riches.   
Lastly, I know you’re a kind and good person who helps others. We’re 
the same, you and I.  We recover things for other people, we don’t 
take things for ourselves. 
I hope that my letter has persuaded you to leave the gold where it is.
Kind regards,
Andy

Spot the contractions



Dear Anna,
I’m writing this letter to convince you to do the right thing and not 
spend the gold you have just found.
Firstly, the money’s not yours so you have no right to take it from the 
ocean.  That treasure could belong to someone who truly deserves it 
and hasn’t just decided to go hunting to find gold.  How’d you feel if 
someone took something that belonged to you?
Secondly, there could be a curse on the coins.  Everyone knows that 
pirates hunt for buried treasure.  In all pirate films, bad things happen 
when they take the riches.   
Lastly, I know you’re a kind and good person who helps others. We’re
the same, you and I.  We recover things for other people, we don’t
take things for ourselves. 
I hope that my letter has persuaded you to leave the gold where it is.
Kind regards,
Andy

Spot the contractions



Anna has written a response to Andy, but she has used 
lots of contractions. 
She has also used some words that are informal. 
Can you rewrite it for her in the formal style?  Try taking 
out the contractions and maybe changing a few words 
to be more specific and clear.

When writing a letter to someone, 
we want to be formal (so no 

contractions!)



Dear Andy,
Thanks for the letter.  
I’ve had a long time to think about what you’ve said in your 
letter and I’m pretty sure I ain’t gonna take the gold.
It’s so hard because I’d love to spend it all on new stuff.  
You’re right though as I don’t want people to think I’m a bad 
person.
The gold is staying in the ocean.
Kind regards,
Anna



Dear Andy,
Thank you for the letter.  
I have had a long time to think about what you have said in your 
letter and I am convinced I am not going to take the gold.
It is so hard because I would love to spend it all on new toys.  
You are right though as I do not want people to think I am a bad 
person.
The gold is staying in the ocean.
Kind regards,
Anna



Learning Objectives

I can recognise persuasive language.

I can recognise emotive language.

Week 4 Wednesday 



Dear Anna,
I’m writing this letter to convince you to do the right thing and not 
spend the gold you have just found.
Firstly, the money’s not yours so you have no right to take it from the 
ocean.  That treasure could belong to someone who truly deserves it 
and hasn’t just decided to go hunting to find gold.  How’d you feel if 
someone took something that belonged to you?
Secondly, there could be a curse on the coins.  Everyone knows that 
pirates hunt for buried treasure.  In all pirate films, bad things happen 
when they take the riches.   
Lastly, I know you’re a kind and good person who helps others. We’re 
the same, you and I.  We recover things for other people, we don’t 
take things for ourselves. 
I hope that my letter has persuaded you to leave the gold where it is.
Kind regards,
Andy

Spot the persuasion



Dear Anna,
I’m writing this letter to convince you to do the right thing and not 
spend the gold you have just found.
Firstly, the money’s not yours so you have no right to take it from the 
ocean.  That treasure could belong to someone who truly deserves it 
and hasn’t just decided to go hunting to find gold.  How’d you feel if 
someone took something that belonged to you?
Secondly, there could be a curse on the coins.  Everyone knows that 
pirates hunt for buried treasure.  In all pirate films, bad things happen 
when they take the riches.   
Lastly, I know you’re a kind and good person who helps others. We’re 
the same, you and I.  We recover things for other people, we don’t 
take things for ourselves. 
I hope that my letter has persuaded you to leave the gold where it is.
Kind regards,
Andy

Did you see how Andy persuaded you 
to do what he wanted?



What other things do you see or hear 
that is persuasive?









Ways to persuade people…



Use these words to create 
sentences to persuade her to 
keep it.

e.g. 
You must keep it.
It will make you rich.
You absolutely deserve it.
It would be just awful if you 
left it in the ocean.

Remember Anna found GOLD?

Remember to keep it 
personal. 
This is a good persuasive 
technique.
Use the word ‘YOU’.



Imagine Andy was 
writing his letter to 
persuade Anna to 
keep the gold.  Can 
you use some of 
these sentence 
starters to make the 
argument?

Some ways to start sentences to 
persuade someone.



First, let’s talk about how amazing gold 
is.

Another important point worth 
considering is that if you don’t take the 
gold, it will just sit and be no good to 
anyone.

Astonishingly, some people don’t know 
that gold changes in value, so get it now 
before it is worth less money.

Some ways to start sentences to 
persuade someone.



 Learning Objectives

I can recognise persuasive techniques.

I can form an opinion based on facts.

Week 4 - Thursday 



We have read a letter from Andy to Anna to say not to 
take the gold and yesterday we imagined writing ideas 
to get Anna to take it.

Create a conscience alley and take turns being Anna and 
having to make this decision. 

Hot seat Anna at the end of the alley and ask what she 
has decided and why. 

Conscience Alley



 Did some of you use emotive language or modal 
verbs?  Did you use model adverbs or evaluative 
language?

 You could also have used some powerful statements.

Did Anna decide based on persuasive 
techniques?



 Having heard ideas from both sides, create a list of phrases 
for Anna to take the gold and a list of phrases for her to not 
take it.  Remember to be persuasive and give 3 or 4 under 
each heading.

For taking the gold…                         |      Against taking the gold…
You will be incredibly rich.                |      You will become cursed.

Conscience alley list…



After listening to both sides of the argument, I believe I 
___________ take the gold because….

Now imagine you are Anna and write a 
personal response to these persuasive 

phrases.



Learning objectives

I can plan a persuasive letter.

I can use my model text to write my own persuasive 
letter.

I can explain the persuasive techniques I have used.

Week 4 – Friday
Week 5 - Model 



Dear Anna,
I’m writing this letter to convince you to do the right thing and not 
spend the gold you have just found.
Firstly, the money’s not yours so you have no right to take it from the 
ocean.  That treasure could belong to someone who truly deserves it 
and hasn’t just decided to go hunting to find gold.  How’d you feel if 
someone took something that belonged to you?
Secondly, there could be a curse on the coins.  Everyone knows that 
pirates hunt for buried treasure.  In all pirate films, bad things happen 
when they take the riches.   
Lastly, I know you’re a kind and good person who helps others. We’re 
the same, you and I.  We recover things for other people, we don’t 
take things for ourselves. 
I hope that my letter has persuaded you to leave the gold where it is.
Kind regards,
Andy

Persuasive – against taking the gold



What are the reasons for taking the gold?

Pick your 3 most powerful reasons.

Put them in an order of most powerful to least 
powerful.

Plan innovation – for taking the gold



Start with…
Dear  Anna,

Explain why writing…  to persuade her to take the gold

Use Firstly, to organise ideas (start with the most important and heavily 
weighted reason first)

Then use Secondly, and Lastly, for your next 2 reasons.

Finish with a recap of what you want her to do.

End with Kind regards,  Andy

Use persuasive techniques from previous lessons.

Plan innovation – for taking the gold



Dear Anna,
I’m writing this letter to convince you to take the gold back with you 
straight away and spend it all.
Firstly, the money’s will not do anything just sitting at the bottom of 
the ocean.  That treasure could bring you so much joy and you truly 
deserve it as you are the one who went hunting for gold.  How’d you 
feel if someone else took it before you had a chance to claim it?
Secondly, just imagine how awesome it would be counting all of those 
coins.  Everyone knows that money buys happiness.  In all treasure 
hunting films, the heroes are super happy when they take home the 
riches.   
Lastly, I know you’re a kind and good person who helps others. 
Imagine the amazing things you could do for other people if you used 
the money you recovered.  Remember that sharing is caring. 
I hope that my letter has persuaded you to take the gold as soon as 
possible.
Kind regards,
Andy

Innovation – shared writing



Read through your 



Learning objectives

I can use commas correctly to demarcate a list.

I can give my personal opinion and justify with clear 
reasons.

Week 5 Tuesday









Reasons for:
 Equality – everyone the same
 Saves time deciding what to wear
 Helps with behaviour

Reasons against:
 Doesn’t allow freedom or creativity
 Uncomfortable 
 Children are not robots

School Uniform



 I believe that children ________________ wear school 
uniform.

 I believe that children ________________ wear school 
uniform because _________________________.

 I believe that children __________________ wear 
school uniform because _________________, 
__________________ and __________________.

What do you think?



Should animals be kept in zoos?





Should animals be kept in zoos?

Remember to write what you believe and then give 3 
reasons using a comma to show the list. 

What do you think?



 Learning Objectives

I can plan a persuasive letter.

Week 5 Wednesday



 What are you going to persuade them to do?

 Think of your three reasons.

 Put them in order of most important to least 
important.

 What persuasive techniques are you going to use?

Who are you writing to and why?



 How are you going to start your letter?

 How are you going to support your reader with 
moving through the letter?

 How are you going to end your letter?



 Learning Objectives

 I can write a persuasive letter 

Week 5 Thursday



Success criteria

 Clear way to start and end a letter
 Opening sentence explains why they are writing the letter
 Time conjunctions used to move through the text for 

cohesion
 Emotive language used 
 Personal pronouns 
 Model verbs and adverbs 
 Evaluative language 
 Powerful statements 
 closing sentence sums up again why they are writing 

Marking ladder



 Learning objectives

I can edit, improve and review my writing.

Week 5 Friday



Success criteria

 Clear way to start and end a letter
 Opening sentence explains why they are writing the letter
 Time conjunctions used to move through the text for 

cohesion
 Emotive language used 
 Personal pronouns 
 Model verbs and adverbs 
 Evaluative language 
 Powerful statements 
 closing sentence sums up again why they are writing 

Read your letter to a friend and see if 
they can find all of the success criteria



Learning Objectives

I can recognise how poetry creates images in my mind.

I can understand how language can be used to provoke 
emotion. 

Week 6 Monday







https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VTd2aXLTA84 
(from 11:55 minutes) 

Illustrate these sounds and the 
words from the story.



CRASHING waves... SMASHING seas...
Bringing sailors to their knees.
As they struggle to save their lives,
Hoping and praying help arrives.

The stormy seas as dark as coal,
Preventing the sailors from reaching their goal.
Battered and bruised, but still they fight...
Staring ahead into the dead of night.
Rocking and rolling as they try to stand...
Hoping against hope that they soon reach land.

Bleary eyed from lack of sleep.
Down in their cabins, huddled like sheep.
As they're rocking and rolling down beneath,
Weary sailors above resist with gritted teeth.

Hours later, as the storm starts to dissipate,
It leaves a calm tranquil sea in it wake.
The veteran sailors know the battle is over and they have won...
As they contemplate other storms yet to come...

Storm at Sea- Poem



Learning objectives

I can recognise present progressive tense.

Week 6 Tuesday



CRASHING waves... SMASHING seas...
Bringing sailors to their knees.
As they struggle to save their lives,
Hoping and praying help arrives.

The stormy seas as dark as coal,
Preventing the sailors from reaching their goal.
Battered and bruised, but still they fight...
Staring ahead into the dead of night.
Rocking and rolling as they try to stand...
Hoping against hope that they soon reach land.

Bleary eyed from lack of sleep.
Down in their cabins, huddled like sheep.
As they're rocking and rolling down beneath,
Weary sailors above resist with gritted teeth.

Hours later, as the storm starts to dissipate,
It leaves a calm tranquil sea in it wake.
The veteran sailors know the battle is over and they have won...
As they contemplate other storms yet to come...

Storm at Sea- Poem



Under the deep blue sea,
Colourful fish sail by swishing and swerving,
Darting through caves and beneath coral reefs.

Under the deep blue sea,
Seaweed floats like waving hands,
Meandering over rocks and around jelly fish.

Under the deep blue sea,
Beautiful mermaids glide hand in hand,
Searching for treasures of golden coins.

Underwater poem



Under the deep blue sea,
Colourful fish sail by swishing and swerving,
Darting through caves and beneath coral reefs.

Under the deep blue sea,
Seaweed floats like waving hands,
Meandering over rocks and around jelly fish.

Under the deep blue sea,
Beautiful mermaids glide hand in hand,
Searching for treasures of golden coins.

Verbs – can you spot them?



Under the deep blue sea,
Colourful fish sail by swishing and swerving,
Darting through caves and beneath coral reefs.

Under the deep blue sea,
Seaweed floats like waving hands,
Meandering over rocks and around jelly fish.

Under the deep blue sea,
Beautiful mermaids glide hand in hand,
Searching for treasures of golden coins.

Verbs – can you spot them?



• is formed by adding a 
present “to be” verb and 
participle after the 
subject

• expresses actions 
happening now

• expresses actions that 
will occur soon

• expresses actions in 
progress

Present Progressive (continuous)

Colourful fish are sailing by.  
Colourful fish are swishing.
Colourful fish are swerving,
Colourful fish are darting through 
caves.
Seaweed is floating. 
Seaweed is meandering over rocks.
Beautiful mermaids are gliding hand 
in hand.
Beautiful mermaids are searching for 
treasures.



 The mermaid is swimming.

 The mermaids are swimming.

 The mermaid is swimming.   (Just one mermaid = is)

 The mermaids are swimming. (lots of mermaids = are)

Notice the verb ‘to be’ as singular or 
plural



The crabs scuttled over the sand. 
The waves crashed upon the shore.
The ships sailed over the sea.
The pirates searched for pots of gold.
The octopus waved at the fish swimming by.

Change these sentences from past 
tense into present progressive.



The crabs are scuttling over the sand. 
The waves are crashing upon the shore.
The ships are sailing over the sea.
The pirates are searching for pots of gold.
The octopus is waving at the fish swimming by.

Change these sentences from past 
tense into present progressive.



Start with …
Under the deep blue sea,

Then add a noun with a present progressive verb.
The mermaids are swimming,

Have 3 lines per verse

See if you can do 3 verses, each starting with the line…
Under the deep blue sea,

Think of your own under the sea 
poem.



Learning Objective

I can create descriptive language for my audience.

Week 6 Wednesday



Storm images







Learning Objectives

I can write a free verse poem based on a storm.

Week 6 Thursday



Storm images



During the intense deadly storm,
(noun) (present progressive verb)
(noun) (present progressive verb)
(noun) (present progressive verb)

During the intense deadly storm,
(noun) (present progressive verb)
(noun) (present progressive verb)
(noun) (present progressive verb)

During the intense deadly storm,
(noun) (present progressive verb)
(noun) (present progressive verb)
(noun) (present progressive verb)

Storm poem structure for scaffolding 
based on Under the deep blue sea poem. 



Learning Objectives

I can edit, improve and review my poem.

I can perform my poem.

I can tell if my poem is successful if others can draw 
images my words created.

Week 6 Friday


