
English planning and resources
Planning and Resources

School -
Year group (s) – 3

Teacher –
Text – Odysseus

Term – Summer 2



Overview – original 



Writing outcomes

 Adventure narrative 

 Choral poetry – stanzas 

SPAG focus

 Powerful verbs

 Expanded noun phrases 

 Emotive language 

 Empty words

 Short action sentences

Writing outcomes and SPAG focus 



Genre objectives and NC objectives



Genre objectives 



 Link below

https://clpe.org.uk/system/files/Odysseus%20TS.pdf

Please read the POR unit plan in full



  Greek Myths, The Iliad and The Odyssey – all three retold and illustrated by Marcia 
Williams. 

  The Orchard Book of Greek Myths, Geraldine McCaughrean
  The Odyssey, Homer 
  The Iliad, Homer 
  Percy Jackson and Heroes of Olympus series, Rick Riordan. Greek mythology dragged 

into the 21st Century. 
  The Fire Thief trilogy, Terry Deary. 


 www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/ancient_greeks/sea_and_ships/ 


Links to other texts and resources



 A – Artefacts to examine   
 B – Print off pictures in slides for children to explore 

and discuss
 C – Visit to museum linked to Ancient Greek topic

Hook ideas



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can respond to images and writing with personal 
justifications.

 I can make connections.

 I can recognise and begin to use new language.

Week 1 Monday 



Possible Hook Slides next











Read Prologue













 He goes on many adventures trying to make his way back from 
war to his home and wife Penelope.

 You will get to hear his different adventures full of magic, gods 
and tricks.

 You will then get a chance to create your own adventure for our 
King to go on. 

 Listen to the prologue (a chapter that sets the scene before our 
story starts) and see if you can hear our hero mentioned.

This is the adventure story of the 
Greek King Odysseus













 Likes?
 Dislikes?
 Patterns?
 Puzzles?

Tell me…



He was said to have 
fought in the war and is 
now ready to sail home 
victorious.

Did you hear mention of our King in 
the prologue?



Penelope
Odysseus’ wife

King 
Odysseus

Troy 
Where the battle 
of war took place

Ithaca
Odysseus’ home and where 
Penelope waits

Telemachus
Odysseus and 
Penelope’s son







 Likes?
 Dislikes?
 Patterns?
 Puzzles?

Tell me…



 Spider diagram…

 In a different colour write what you would like to find 
out.

What do we already know of Ancient 
Greece?



 Diadem

a jewelled crown or 
headband

Vocabulary 



 Implacable 

unable to be 
stopped

Vocabulary 



 Lilting 

A pleasant singing 
voice

Vocabulary 



 Motley 

Varied in 
appearance 

Vocabulary 



 Merchants  

People who sell 
things

Vocabulary 



 Suitors  

People who ask 
someone else to 
marry them

Vocabulary 



 Loom 

A device to make 
fabric

Vocabulary 



 Lieutenant 

A deputy of 
someone in 
command

Vocabulary 



 Shroud

A cloth to wrap a 
person in who is no 
longer alive

Vocabulary 



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can practise my research skills.

 I can skim and scan information.

 I can make notes.

Week 1 Tuesday 



The ancient Greeks loved heroes, especially 
military heroes. They loved to hear stories 
about these heroes, the more mythical and 
magical the better.

About 2700 years ago, around 70 BCE, a 
man named Homer collected legends about 
one particular hero, King Odysseus. Homer 
was a poet. He wrote down all the stories he 
had heard about this fabulous hero. He 
named his collection of stories the Odyssey.

Homer's Odyssey



The Odyssey is the story (a collection of short stories, really) 
about how King Odysseus and his men returned home after the 
Trojan War. 

It should have taken about a month for the king and his men to 
sail back to the kingdom of Ithaca, which was on the far side of 
Greece from the town of Troy. But it took Odysseus ten years to 
make the trip! That's how much trouble he ran into on the way. 
That's what happens, King Odysseus, finally realized, when you 
do not give the ancient Greek gods the respect they expect.

The Odyssey



How long should it have taken?



How long did it actually take?



Who prophesised that it would take a long time?



 Homer's Odyssey is full of trickery, magic, monsters, 
gods, goddesses and heroic actions. 

 The Greeks loved to hear the adventures of King 
Odysseus and his men, and all that happened to them on 
their way home. (We still love them today.)

 Before we read anymore, let’s find out about some of the 
gods that Odysseus will encounter on his adventures.

Tricks!  Magic!  Monsters!



 Hera is the Queen of the GODS and is the wife and 
sister of ZEUS in the Olympian pantheon. She is 
known for being the Goddess of Marriage & Birth. 
Despite being the Goddess of Marriage, she was 
known to be jealous and vengeful towards the 
many lovers and offspring of her husband Zeus.

 She was also known to turn her anger towards 
mortals who crossed her as well – for 
example, Paris, who chose APHRODITE over Hera 
as the most beautiful goddess at the marriage of 
the sea-nymph Thetis to a mortal called PELEUS.

 In images and STATUES, Hera is portrayed as being 
majestic and solemn, crowned with the polos – a 
high cylindrical crown worn by many of the Great 
Goddesses.

Hera – Greek Goddess of 
Marriage and Queen of 

Olympus







 Zeus was the first of the GODS and a very imposing 
figure. Often referred to as the “Father of Gods and 
men”, he is a sky god who controls lightning (often using 
it as a weapon) and thunder. Zeus is king of Mount 
Olympus, the home of Greek gods, where he rules the 
world and imposes his will onto gods and mortals alike.

 Zeus was the last child of the titans Cronus and RHEA, 
and avoided being swallowed by his father (who had 
been told one of his children would overthrow him) 
when Rhea sought help from URANUS and Gaea. Cronus 
had previously 
swallowed DEMETER, HESTIA, HERA, HADES and POSEID
ON.

 Along with Hades and Poseidon, Zeus shared the rule of 
the world and became king of Olympus as the children 
of CRONUS were filled with admiration for their noble 
brother and sided with him against their unjust father –
even following Zeus into The Battle of the Titans.

 Zeus mated with many goddesses and mortals (including 
Aegina, Alcmena, CALLIOPE, Cassiopea, DEMETER, 
Dione, Europa, Io, Leda, LETO, MNEMOSYNE, 
Niobe, PERSEPHONE and SEMELE) but was married to 
his sister Hera – goddess of marriage and monogamy.

Zeus – Greek God Of 
The Sky and King of 

the Gods







 In groups, find information from online and in books 
about the Greek god of your choice.

 Prepare a presentation to the class about your chosen 
god.

 What do they need to know to understand the rest of 
the stories?

Your turn, research away.



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can use inference to build an understanding of a 
character.

 I can make predictions. 

Week 1 Wednesday 



Let’s recap our book so far…



 Odysseus

Role on the wall



 Penelope

Role on the wall



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can speak with confidence and fluency.

 I can use inference to understand different 
character’s emotions. 

 I can respond in character.

Week 1 Thursday 



Read 
chapter 

2



While sailing home from the Trojan War, Odysseus and his men came 
ashore to restock their food and water.  The island they stopped at was 
beautiful with golden sands and tall, waving palm trees.  Behind the 
beaches and trees, they found a deep and dark cave.  Inside the cave, 
they were thrilled to find it full of sheep! 

The sailors and their king knew the sheep probably belonged to 
someone, but they were hungry and decided to take the sheep for 
themselves.  They hoped, if the owner showed up while they were there, 
that he would understand that they had fought for Greece and won. They 
built a fire in the cave, and cooked some sheep on a sharpened stick.

The Story of the Cyclops Cave
Opening and build-up



Suddenly there was a giant roar! A huge one-eyed monster appeared at the mouth 
of the cave, swinging a club.  He noticed the sailors eating his sheep and angrily 
ran towards them trying to attack as many of them as possible.   The men were 
afraid, but Odysseus was brave.  

Odysseus grabbed the sharpened stick, darted to the side and then pounced forward 
towards the Cyclops.  Odysseus had been clever with his attack, he had gone for 
the large one eye of the beast.  The stick was lodged deeply and blinded the 
Cyclops.  Furious, the monster stood in front of the cave opening.  He swiped his 
sharp claws backwards and forwards to stop anyone from escaping.  

The sailors looked to their king not knowing what to do.  Odysseus watched the 
beast closely and noticed that the sheep were able to leave the cave without harm.  
Quietly, the king showed his men how to kneel and crawl like the sheep.  They 
moved carefully with the animals and made noises to deceive the Cyclops.  They 
escaped the island with their lives, as well as a few sheep. 

The Story of the Cyclops Cave
Problem, Resolution and Ending



 Use pages 22-25 to support you.

 Think of questions to ask other characters from 
different groups when you perform these freeze 
frames to the class.

Create 5 freeze frames for each 
section of the story



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can sequence events.  

 I can retell a story with confidence and fluency.

Week 1 Friday 



While sailing home from the Trojan War, Odysseus and his men came 
ashore to restock their food and water.  The island they stopped at was 
beautiful with golden sands and tall, waving palm trees.  Behind the 
beaches and trees, they found a deep and dark cave.  Inside the cave, 
they were thrilled to find it full of sheep! 

The sailors and their king knew the sheep probably belonged to 
someone, but they were hungry and decided to take the sheep for 
themselves.  They hoped, if the owner showed up while they were there, 
that he would understand that they had fought for Greece and won. They 
built a fire in the cave, and cooked some sheep on a sharpened stick.

The Story of the Cyclops Cave
Opening and build-up



Suddenly there was a giant roar! A huge one-eyed monster appeared at the mouth 
of the cave, swinging a club.  He noticed the sailors eating his sheep and angrily 
ran towards them trying to attack as many of them as possible.   The men were 
afraid, but Odysseus was brave.  

Odysseus grabbed the sharpened stick, darted to the side and then pounced forward 
towards the Cyclops.  Odysseus had been clever with his attack, he had gone for 
the large one eye of the beast.  The stick was lodged deeply and blinded the 
Cyclops.  Furious, the monster stood in front of the cave opening.  He swiped his 
sharp claws backwards and forwards to stop anyone from escaping.  

The sailors looked to their king not knowing what to do.  Odysseus watched the 
beast closely and noticed that the sheep were able to leave the cave without harm.  
Quietly, the king showed his men how to kneel and crawl like the sheep.  They 
moved carefully with the animals and made noises to deceive the Cyclops.  They 
escaped the island with their lives, as well as a few sheep. 

The Story of the Cyclops Cave
Problem, Resolution and Ending



 The men escaped by pretending to be sheep. 

 A cyclops found the men in the cave and was angry.

 Odysseus and his men found a cave and ate the sheep in 
there.

 Odysseus arrived at an island.

 Odysseus stabbed the monster in the eye.

Oh no, I have got muddled up.
Can you sort these into the correct sequence and 

then retell the story to a partner?



 Odysseus arrived at an island.

 Odysseus and his men found a cave and ate the sheep in 
there.

 A cyclops found the men in the cave and was angry.

 Odysseus stabbed the monster in the eye.

 The men escaped by pretending to be sheep. 

That’s better, it is in the correct order now.
Can you create a storyboard to show these events.



Read Chapter 3



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can recognise descriptive language.

 I can use expanded noun phrases.

 I can use powerful verbs. 

Week 2 Monday 





 Odysseus arrived at the bronze palace
 They told tales of their adventure and the 

king gave them the sack of wind
 The boat sailed almost to Ithaca but 

Odysseus fell asleep
 The sailors let the winds out
 The boat was tossed in a storm and sent 

away from Ithaca

Retell chapter 3
The Sack of Winds



 A floating island
 Wall of bronze
 A pair of bronze gate
 A cobblestone hill
 Bellies full of roasted meat
 A sack tied with a silver thong
 The winds of the world
 The surface of the sea
 The trackless waves of the sea
 My beloved Ithaca

Descriptive language
expanded noun phrases 



 The sky darkened.  The waves rose up around us.  The 
sail was torn to shreds.  The ship was spinning.  

Descriptive language – verb choice 



Listen again to the chapter and draw 
how you see the storm at the end.



Add descriptive language to your 
artwork.



Read chapter 4 - Circe



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can recognise and use emotive language.

 I can use retrieval and inference to reflect on 
characters’ emotions. 

Week 2 Tuesday 



















Read chapter 5 





 gurgling children, 
 gaping gashes, 
 hungry wraiths,

What effect does the language choices here make when 
you read it? 

Emotive language…



I believe the character feels _________ because _______.

 How do you think Odysseus feels as he sees the face of 
his mother among the dead?

 How would he have felt at this point in the story? 
 How would he feel about bringing his crew to this 

place? 

Feelings…
Stem sentence…



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can use descriptive language to create a specific 
mood. 

Week 2 Wednesday 





 Words that describe nouns.

 The shimmering song

Determiner Adjective Noun

Adjectives – choose your words carefully to 
create the mood of the song



 https://youtu.be/OyMR0kn2dX0

Debussy’s Peleas et Melissande



 What might the Song of the Spheres sound like to 
Odysseus?

 How could you imagine it?

 How might you describe it?

Song of the Spheres



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can recognise a dilemma.

 I can give reasons for and against an issue.

 I can speak with confidence and clarity.

Week 2 Thursday 







 Reasons for:

 Reasons against:

Should Odysseus have told his men 
about the dragon?



 Reasons for:
Honesty was deserved
Prepare them
Don’t want to lose trust

 Reasons against:
Needed men to row
No other way so why scare them
Not guaranteed there is a dragon

Should Odysseus have told his men 
about the dragon?



Form a conscience alley and then take it in turns to walk down 
the alley and decide as if you were Odysseus.

Conscience Alley



 If I were Odysseus, (I would have / I would not have) 
told my men about the dragon because 
___________________________________________

Write down what you decided and 
why.





 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can sequence events.

 I can retell the adventures of Odysseus.

 I can understand how oral storytelling has been used 
in the past. 

Week 2 Friday 











 The original Odyssey, by Homer, was an epic poem 
which told the same story and which was not written 
down, but was remembered. 

Challenge: 
 Can you recall as many of the events that occurred (and 

the order in which they occurred) to sequence the 
whole story?

Oral Story Telling

























Pictures to be sequenced



Correct order and sequence



 Can you work in pairs or groups to create a map of 
Odysseus’ adventures?  Show where he travelled to, 
who he met on the way and what he had to do.

 Create this large flip chart paper with pictures.

 Film yourselves telling the story using your maps.  
Share this with other classes in the school.

A story map



Read aloud Chapter 11 – The Beggar.



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can give my opinions and justifications.

 I can recognise and chart and characters’ emotions. 

Week 3 Monday 



Recap chapter 11 and then read to 
the end of the book.



















 Likes?
 Dislikes?
 Patterns?
 Puzzles?

Tell me…



When is he feeling…

 Anger?
 Love?
 Fear?
 Wisdom?
 Regret?

In the final chapters, Odysseus goes 
through different emotions.



Think about all of Odysseus’ adventures, 
which was your favourite and why?



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can understand the structure of each chapter.

 I can plot events in chapters. 

Week 3 Tuesday 



While sailing home from the Trojan War, Odysseus and his men came 
ashore to restock their food and water.  The island they stopped at was 
beautiful with golden sands and tall, waving palm trees.  Behind the 
beaches and trees, they found a deep and dark cave.  Inside the cave, 
they were thrilled to find it full of sheep! 

The sailors and their king knew the sheep probably belonged to 
someone, but they were hungry and decided to take the sheep for 
themselves.  They hoped, if the owner showed up while they were there, 
that he would understand that they had fought for Greece and won. They 
built a fire in the cave, and cooked some sheep on a sharpened stick.

The Story of the Cyclops Cave
Opening and build-up



Suddenly there was a giant roar! A huge one-eyed monster appeared at the mouth 
of the cave, swinging a club.  He noticed the sailors eating his sheep and angrily 
ran towards them trying to attack as many of them as possible.   The men were 
afraid, but Odysseus was brave.  

Odysseus grabbed the sharpened stick, darted to the side and then pounced forward 
towards the Cyclops.  Odysseus had been clever with his attack, he had gone for 
the large one eye of the beast.  The stick was lodged deeply and blinded the 
Cyclops.  Furious, the monster stood in front of the cave opening.  He swiped his 
sharp claws backwards and forwards to stop anyone from escaping.  

The sailors looked to their king not knowing what to do.  Odysseus watched the 
beast closely and noticed that the sheep were able to leave the cave without harm.  
Quietly, the king showed his men how to kneel and crawl like the sheep.  They 
moved carefully with the animals and made noises to deceive the Cyclops.  They 
escaped the island with their lives, as well as a few sheep. 

The Story of the Cyclops Cave
Problem, Resolution and Ending



 Opening?
 Build-up?
 Problem?
 Resolution?
 Ending?

What happens in each part of this 
chapter?



 Opening = Odysseus arrived at an island.

 Build-up = Odysseus and his men found a cave and ate the sheep 
in there.

 Problem = A cyclops found the men in the cave and was angry.

 Resolution = Odysseus stabbed the monster in the eye.

 Ending = The men escaped by pretending to be sheep. 

What happens in each part of this 
chapter?



 Opening?
 Build-up?
 Problem?
 Resolution?
 Ending?

What about in the chapter with the 
winds?



 Opening = Odysseus met a mad king 
 Build-up = Odysseus was told about a sack of winds
 Problem = The sack was opened
 Resolution = A storm tried to defeat Odysseus but he 

survived
 Ending = Odysseus continued on his journey home

What about in the chapter with the 
winds?



Can you see how the structure is 
similar?

EndingResolutionProblem Build-upOpening

Odysseus 
continues on 
quest to get 
home

Odysseus is 
victorious 

Odysseus 
begins to 
overcome 
the 
challenge

Odysseus 
meets a 
challenge

Odysseus 
and 
adventure 
introduced



Pick another chapter and see if it 
follows the same structure.

EndingResolutionProblem Build-upOpening

Odysseus 
continues on 
quest to get 
home

Odysseus is 
victorious 

Odysseus 
begins to 
overcome 
the 
challenge

Odysseus 
meets a 
challenge

Odysseus 
and 
adventure 
introduced



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can collaborate.

 I can offer ideas for plans.

Week 3 Wednesday 



While sailing home from the Trojan War, Odysseus and his men came 
ashore to restock their food and water.  The island they stopped at was 
beautiful with golden sands and tall, waving palm trees.  Behind the 
beaches and trees, they found a deep and dark cave.  Inside the cave, 
they were thrilled to find it full of sheep! 

The sailors and their king knew the sheep probably belonged to 
someone, but they were hungry and decided to take the sheep for 
themselves.  They hoped, if the owner showed up while they were there, 
that he would understand that they had fought for Greece and won. They 
built a fire in the cave, and cooked some sheep on a sharpened stick.

The Story of the Cyclops Cave
Opening and build-up



Suddenly there was a giant roar! A huge one-eyed monster appeared at the mouth 
of the cave, swinging a club.  He noticed the sailors eating his sheep and angrily 
ran towards them trying to attack as many of them as possible.   The men were 
afraid, but Odysseus was brave.  

Odysseus grabbed the sharpened stick, darted to the side and then pounced forward 
towards the Cyclops.  Odysseus had been clever with his attack, he had gone for 
the large one eye of the beast.  The stick was lodged deeply and blinded the 
Cyclops.  Furious, the monster stood in front of the cave opening.  He swiped his 
sharp claws backwards and forwards to stop anyone from escaping.  

The sailors looked to their king not knowing what to do.  Odysseus watched the 
beast closely and noticed that the sheep were able to leave the cave without harm.  
Quietly, the king showed his men how to kneel and crawl like the sheep.  They 
moved carefully with the animals and made noises to deceive the Cyclops.  They 
escaped the island with their lives, as well as a few sheep. 

The Story of the Cyclops Cave
Problem, Resolution and Ending



 Work as a class to come up with a plan for an 
adventure chapter for Odysseus 

Shared writing 



EndingResolutionProblem Build-upOpening

PicturePicturePicturePicturePicture

Odysseus 
continues on 
quest to get 
home

Odysseus is 
victorious 

Odysseus 
begins to 
overcome 
the 
challenge

Odysseus 
meets a 
challenge

Odysseus 
and 
adventure 
introduced

Planning 



 Let’s write this together from our class plan.

 Now continue our class story by writing the build-up 
as a table. 

Opening



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can write short sentences to show action. 

Week 3 Thursday 



While sailing home from the Trojan War, Odysseus and his men came 
ashore to restock their food and water.  The island they stopped at was 
beautiful with golden sands and tall, waving palm trees.  Behind the 
beaches and trees, they found a deep and dark cave.  Inside the cave, 
they were thrilled to find it full of sheep! 

The sailors and their king knew the sheep probably belonged to 
someone, but they were hungry and decided to take the sheep for 
themselves.  They hoped, if the owner showed up while they were there, 
that he would understand that they had fought for Greece and won. They 
built a fire in the cave, and cooked some sheep on a sharpened stick.

The Story of the Cyclops Cave
Opening and build-up



Suddenly there was a giant roar! A huge one-eyed monster appeared at the mouth 
of the cave, swinging a club.  He noticed the sailors eating his sheep and angrily 
ran towards them trying to attack as many of them as possible.   The men were 
afraid, but Odysseus was brave.  

Odysseus grabbed the sharpened stick, darted to the side and then pounced forward 
towards the Cyclops.  Odysseus had been clever with his attack, he had gone for 
the large one eye of the beast.  The stick was lodged deeply and blinded the 
Cyclops.  Furious, the monster stood in front of the cave opening.  He swiped his 
sharp claws backwards and forwards to stop anyone from escaping.  

The sailors looked to their king not knowing what to do.  Odysseus watched the 
beast closely and noticed that the sheep were able to leave the cave without harm.  
Quietly, the king showed his men how to kneel and crawl like the sheep.  They 
moved carefully with the animals and made noises to deceive the Cyclops.  They 
escaped the island with their lives, as well as a few sheep. 

The Story of the Cyclops Cave
Problem, Resolution and Ending



The sky darkened.  The waves rose up around us.  The 
sail was torn to shreds. The ship was spinning.  The 
spinning woke me up.  I sat up.  Poseidon spat brine 
into my eyes. 

What effect do these short action sentences have on 
how we read this paragraph?

The Sack of Winds



I leaped to my feet. With my sword, I struck.  The wand 
fell from her hand.  I showed her the sharp end of my 
blade. 

What effect do these short action sentences have on 
how we read this paragraph?

Circe



I was struck with such a shock of sorrow.  I stumbled 
back.  I fell into a pool of blood.  I turned.  I ran 
screaming.

What effect do these short action sentences have on 
how we read this paragraph?

The Land of the Dead



I had to hear that song.  I ordered my men to tie me to 
the mast.  Men blocked their ears with wax.  The 
shimmering song began.  I begged.  I cursed.  I 
threatened. They were deaf to my pleas. 

What effect do these short action sentences have on 
how we read this paragraph?

The Song of the Spheres



Then the air became clammy.  The ship shook.  The 
water hissed and boiled.  We saw a whirlpool.  She was 
magnificent and terrible.  We watched her, transfixed. 

What effect do these short action sentences have on 
how we read this paragraph?

Torment and Trial 



Suddenly the ship was in shadow.  Blood dropped into clear 
water.  The mast crashed down.  The whole ship bucked.  A 
wall of water rose against us.  Fuming breakers tore at 
every plank.  I sank beneath the surface. 

What effect do these short action sentences have on how we 
read this paragraph?

Shipwrecked



Why into this part?

Let’s now write this section together for our problem. 

Which part of the story do these 
short sentences fall into?



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can collaborate.

 I can offer ideas. 

Week 3 Friday 



While sailing home from the Trojan War, Odysseus and his men came 
ashore to restock their food and water.  The island they stopped at was 
beautiful with golden sands and tall, waving palm trees.  Behind the 
beaches and trees, they found a deep and dark cave.  Inside the cave, 
they were thrilled to find it full of sheep! 

The sailors and their king knew the sheep probably belonged to 
someone, but they were hungry and decided to take the sheep for 
themselves.  They hoped, if the owner showed up while they were there, 
that he would understand that they had fought for Greece and won. They 
built a fire in the cave, and cooked some sheep on a sharpened stick.

The Story of the Cyclops Cave
Opening and build-up



Suddenly there was a giant roar! A huge one-eyed monster appeared at the mouth 
of the cave, swinging a club.  He noticed the sailors eating his sheep and angrily 
ran towards them trying to attack as many of them as possible.   The men were 
afraid, but Odysseus was brave.  

Odysseus grabbed the sharpened stick, darted to the side and then pounced forward 
towards the Cyclops.  Odysseus had been clever with his attack, he had gone for 
the large one eye of the beast.  The stick was lodged deeply and blinded the 
Cyclops.  Furious, the monster stood in front of the cave opening.  He swiped his 
sharp claws backwards and forwards to stop anyone from escaping.  

The sailors looked to their king not knowing what to do.  Odysseus watched the 
beast closely and noticed that the sheep were able to leave the cave without harm.  
Quietly, the king showed his men how to kneel and crawl like the sheep.  They 
moved carefully with the animals and made noises to deceive the Cyclops.  They 
escaped the island with their lives, as well as a few sheep. 

The Story of the Cyclops Cave
Problem, Resolution and Ending



 Continue class story from plan by writing resolution 

 Children to write ending in groups from class plan

 Read the whole story by rereading and editing shared write of 
opening, problem and resolution and choose a group to have 
their build-up and ending to have complete story. 

Shared writing 



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can plan a chapter with a focus on ensuring 
cohesion. 

Week 4 Monday 



While sailing home from the Trojan War, Odysseus and his men came 
ashore to restock their food and water.  The island they stopped at was 
beautiful with golden sands and tall, waving palm trees.  Behind the 
beaches and trees, they found a deep and dark cave.  Inside the cave, 
they were thrilled to find it full of sheep! 

The sailors and their king knew the sheep probably belonged to 
someone, but they were hungry and decided to take the sheep for 
themselves.  They hoped, if the owner showed up while they were there, 
that he would understand that they had fought for Greece and won. They 
built a fire in the cave, and cooked some sheep on a sharpened stick.

The Story of the Cyclops Cave
Opening and build-up



Suddenly there was a giant roar! A huge one-eyed monster appeared at the mouth 
of the cave, swinging a club.  He noticed the sailors eating his sheep and angrily 
ran towards them trying to attack as many of them as possible.   The men were 
afraid, but Odysseus was brave.  

Odysseus grabbed the sharpened stick, darted to the side and then pounced forward 
towards the Cyclops.  Odysseus had been clever with his attack, he had gone for 
the large one eye of the beast.  The stick was lodged deeply and blinded the 
Cyclops.  Furious, the monster stood in front of the cave opening.  He swiped his 
sharp claws backwards and forwards to stop anyone from escaping.  

The sailors looked to their king not knowing what to do.  Odysseus watched the 
beast closely and noticed that the sheep were able to leave the cave without harm.  
Quietly, the king showed his men how to kneel and crawl like the sheep.  They 
moved carefully with the animals and made noises to deceive the Cyclops.  They 
escaped the island with their lives, as well as a few sheep. 

The Story of the Cyclops Cave
Problem, Resolution and Ending



EndingResolutionProblem Build-upOpening

PicturePicturePicturePicturePicture

Odysseus 
continues on 
quest to get 
home

Odysseus is 
victorious 

Odysseus 
begins to 
overcome 
the 
challenge

Odysseus 
meets a 
challenge

Odysseus 
and 
adventure 
introduced

Planning 



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can write in the style of a particular author.  

Week 4 Tuesday 



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can edit and improve my writing.

 I can write in a particular author’s style. 

Week 4 Wednesday 



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can edit and improve my writing.

 I can write in a particular author’s style. 

Week 4 Thursday 



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can orally tell a story with prosody. 

 I can evaluate orally told stories for effectiveness.

Week 4 Friday 



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can

Week 5 Monday 



 Let’s look at some poems that have been inspired by the 
adventures.

 Think about which one you like the best and why.

Remember that Odysseus is a story of adventure but 
is written by Homer as an epic poem.



I don't enjoy it here
squatting on this island
looking picturesque and mythical

with these two feathery maniacs,
I don't enjoy singing
this trio, fatal and valuable.

I will tell the secret to you,
to you, only to you.
Come closer. This song

is a cry for help: Help me!
Only you, only you can,
you are unique

at last. Alas
it is a boring song
but it works every time.

Siren Song
BY MARGARET ATWOOD

This is the one song everyone
would like to learn: the song
that is irresistible:

the song that forces men
to leap overboard in squadrons
even though they see the beached skulls

the song nobody knows
because anyone who has heard it
is dead, and the others can't remember.

Shall I tell you the secret
and if I do, will you get me
out of this bird suit?



 Likes?
 Dislikes?
 Patterns?
 Puzzles?

Tell me…



As you set out for Ithaka

hope your road is a long one,

full of adventure, full of discovery.

Laistrygonians, Cyclops,

angry Poseidon—don’t be afraid of them:

you’ll never find things like that on your way

as long as you keep your thoughts raised high,

as long as a rare excitement

stirs your spirit and your body.

Laistrygonians, Cyclops,

wild Poseidon—you won’t encounter them

unless you bring them along inside your soul,

unless your soul sets them up in front of you.

Ithaka
BY C. P. CAVAFY



Hope your road is a long one.

May there be many summer mornings when,

with what pleasure, what joy,

you enter harbors you’re seeing for the first time;

may you stop at Phoenician trading stations

to buy fine things,

mother of pearl and coral, amber and ebony,

sensual perfume of every kind—

as many sensual perfumes as you can;

and may you visit many Egyptian cities

to learn and go on learning from their scholars.



Keep Ithaka always in your mind.

Arriving there is what you’re destined for.

But don’t hurry the journey at all.

Better if it lasts for years,

so you’re old by the time you reach the island,

wealthy with all you’ve gained on the way,

not expecting Ithaka to make you rich.

Ithaka gave you the marvelous journey.

Without her you wouldn't have set out.

She has nothing left to give you now.

And if you find her poor, Ithaka won’t have fooled you.

Wise as you will have become, so full of experience,

you’ll have understood by then what these Ithakas mean.



 Likes?
 Dislikes?
 Patterns?
 Puzzles?

Tell me…







 Likes?
 Dislikes?
 Patterns?
 Puzzles?

Tell me…





 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can recognise rhyming words.

 I can recognise stanzas. 

Week 5 Tuesday 



The epic poem of Odysseus traveling back to Ithaca is written in 
stanzas.

Homer’s Odyssey  





Can you find the 
rhyming words 
in these 
stanzas?

Torment 
and Trial



Can you find the 
rhyming words 
in these 
stanzas?

The land of the dead

Home is what a gull cries for
Over rough seas,
Nothing worse than wandering,
Tempting smells on the breeze.

We sail further North,
Breath curls from our lips,
A wall of fog rises,
The mast and sail rips.



Can you find the 
rhyming words 
in these 
stanzas?

The land of the dead

The prow hits a sandbank,
So uneasily we walk,
Colour bleeds from our skin,
We dare not even talk.

Every step takes more effort,
All my wounds start to ache,
Ghosts of the dead are coming,
All soldiers start to shake.



Can you find the 
rhyming words 
in these 
stanzas?

The land of the dead

The spirits have no memories,
There is but a stupid, hungry wraith,
Blood spills from our mortal sacrifice,
To the blind prophet we put our faith.

We have angered the gods,
The vision needed is said,
Appears the dead face of my mother,
And from that, I then fled. 



Can you find the 
rhyming words 
in these 
stanzas?

The land of the dead

Home is what a gull cries for
Over rough seas,
Nothing worse than wandering,
Tempting smells on the breeze.

We sail further North,
Breath curls from our lips,
A wall of fog rises,
The mast and sail rips.



Can you find the 
rhyming words 
in these 
stanzas?

The land of the dead

The prow hits a sandbank,
So uneasily we walk,
Colour bleeds from our skin,
We dare not even talk.

Every step takes more effort,
All my wounds start to ache,
Ghosts of the dead are coming,
All soldiers start to shake.



Can you find the 
rhyming words 
in these 
stanzas?

The land of the dead

The spirits have no memories,
There is but a stupid, hungry wraith,
Blood spills from our mortal sacrifice,
To the blind prophet we put our faith.

We have angered the gods,
The vision needed is said,
Appears the dead face of my mother,
And from that, I then fled. 



Home is what a gull cries for
Over rough ______,
Nothing worse than wandering,
Tempting smells on the _______.

We sail further North,
Breath curls from our _____,
A wall of fog rises,
The mast and sail ______.

The prow hits a sandbank,
So uneasily we ______,
Colour bleeds from our skin,
We dare not even ________.

Fill in the missing rhyming words 
form our model text.

Every step takes more effort,
All my wounds start to ______,
Ghosts of the dead are coming,
All soldiers start to ________.

The spirits have no memories,
There is but a stupid, hungry _______,
Blood spills from our mortal sacrifice,
To the blind prophet we put our ______.

We have angered the gods,
The vision needed is ______,
Appears the dead face of my mother,
And from that, I then _______



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can recognise and use new language. 

Week 5 Wednesday 



Home is what a gull cries for
Over rough seas,
Nothing worse than wandering,
Tempting smells on the breeze.

We sail further North,
Breath curls from our lips,
A wall of fog rises,
The mast and sail rips.

The prow hits a sandbank,
So uneasily we walk,
Colour bleeds from our skin,
We dare not even talk.

The Land of the Dead

Every step takes more effort,
All my wounds start to ache,
Ghosts of the dead are coming,
All soldiers start to shake.

The spirits have no memories,
There is but a stupid, hungry wraith,
Blood spills from our mortal sacrifice,
To the blind prophet we put our faith.

We have angered the gods,
The vision needed is said,
Appears the dead face of my mother,
And from that, I then fled. 



 Gull

 NOUN
a long-winged web-footed seabird 
with a raucous call, typically 
having white plumage with a grey 
or black mantle.

Vocabulary



 Wandering

 ADJECTIVE
travelling aimlessly from place to 
place

Vocabulary



 Prow

 NOUN
the pointed front part of a ship;

Vocabulary



 Sandbank

 NOUN
a deposit of sand forming a 
shallow area in the sea or a river.

Vocabulary



 Wraith

 NOUN
a ghost

Vocabulary



 Prophet

 NOUN
a person regarded as an inspired 
teacher or proclaimer of the will 
of God

Vocabulary



 Sacrifice 

 NOUN
an act of slaughtering an animal 
or person or surrendering a 
possession as an offering to a 
deity.

Vocabulary



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can recognise and use different poetic terms. 

Week 5 Thursday 



Home is what a gull cries for
Over rough seas,
Nothing worse than wandering,
Tempting smells on the breeze.

We sail further North,
Breath curls from our lips,
A wall of fog rises,
The mast and sail rips.

The prow hits a sandbank,
So uneasily we walk,
Colour bleeds from our skin,
We dare not even talk.

The Land of the Dead

Every step takes more effort,
All my wounds start to ache,
Ghosts of the dead are coming,
All soldiers start to shake.

The spirits have no memories,
There is but a stupid, hungry wraith,
Blood spills from our mortal sacrifice,
To the blind prophet we put our faith.

We have angered the gods,
The vision needed is said,
Appears the dead face of my mother,
And from that, I then fled. 



Poetry
There are many different types of poem.  Do you know any of these? 

blank verseepicsonnetacrostic

pantoumtetractyscoloursimile

echo versehaikuballaddiamante

riddlekenningrengalimerick

free verseodecinquainshape

tankalyricsenryutyburn



Adjective Poetry
Adjectives are describing words. They are used in poetry to create many 

different effects and visual pictures to the reader. The adjectives can be used for 
a more in-depth description of a noun, or they can be used to add more 

excitement and attention within a line or verse. 

Roaring roads, 

Noisy cars, 

Beaming headlights, 

Tall streetlamps, 

Dark, cold night.

Some examples of effective adjectives: 



Using Assonance 
Assonance can also be identified as a ‘vowel rhyme’. It is when 
a pattern or similar sounds within a poetry line are repeated. 

Assonance is used in poetry in order to create many different effects. It creates 
a form of rhyme not just within a verse, but within a whole line. 

I saw an iron ore next to the shore. (uses ‘aw’, ‘or’, and ‘ore’) 

I said ‘Hey, I want the tray for Taylor the sailor’. (uses ‘ey’, ay’ and ‘ai’)

I see my mum when she sweeps and cleans the streets. (uses ‘ea’ and ‘ee’)

Examples of assonance within poems:



Couplet Poetry 
A couplet is a pair of lines. These two lines typically rhyme together. They are 

also the same length due to same number of syllables present. 
Couplets are used in poetry in order to create a rhyming flow. 

It’s hard to see the butterfly, 
As it flies across the night sky. 

I made the biscuits one by one, 
I’m waiting for the bell, they’re done.

Lightning, thunder all around, 
So much rains falls to the ground.

Some examples of couplets within poems: 



Using Onomatopoeia 
Onomatopoeia is when a word imitates its natural sound, 

or suggests the sound a certain object makes. 
It is used in poetry to create a sound effect to make 

the description more expressive and interesting. 

bang 

crash 

pop 

smash 

drip 

Some examples of onomatopoeia: 

buzz 

tick tock

whoosh 

wham 

pow



Using Repetition 
Repetition is when a certain word, sentence or 

phase is written more than once in a poem. 
Repetition is used in poetry to help make the poem more 

interesting, and to help create patterns. Depending on the word 
or phrase that is repeated, repetition allows for more emphasis to be placed on 

certain themes, ideas or objects.

Using a refrain in a poem. This is where a verse or phrase is repeated during 
different stages of a song or poem.

Using a chorus in a poem. This is where a verse or phrase is repeated following 
each verse within a song or poem. 

In an echo poem, the last word of each line can be repeated as a response in the 
next line.

Some examples of where repetition can be used in poetry: 



Alliteration
Alliteration is when the sound or letter at the beginning of each or most of the 

words in a sentence is the same. 

Sally sells sea shells by the sea shore. 

All authors allow authority after midnight. 

Theresa tripped and tumbled tremendously over the tree. 

Some examples of alliteration: 

Alliteration is used in poetry to create many different effects. 
It can be used to create a greater and more interesting description 

of different themes, people and objects. 



Rhyme  

Fright and night 
Would hood 
Should could 
Hail and pale 

Male and stale 
Air and fare 
Two and do 

Day and sway 
Pause and claws 
Bears and stairs

Some examples of rhyme: 

Rhyme occurs when two words sound the same when spoken out loud. These 
words usually have the same ending sounds, 

however they don’t need to be spelt the same. 
Rhyme is used in poetry to create something interesting to read. 

It is used to create a pattern within a poem. 



Simile 

As busy as a bee – This is comparing someone’s level of energy to the speed of a 
bee. 
As snug as a bug in a rug – This is comparing someone who is very cosy to how 
comfortable a bug would be in a rug. 
Runs like a cheetah – This is comparing the speed that someone can run to the 
speed of a cheetah which is quite fast. 
As white as a ghost – This is comparing a person’s skin colour to a ghost, usually 
because they are frightened, sick or scared of something.

Some examples of simile: 

A simile is a figure of speech. It is when one thing 
is compared to another using the words ‘like’ or ‘as’. 
Similes can be as descriptive as the writer chooses. 

Similes are used in poetry to give the reader a more descriptive and 
in-depth understanding about a particular object or person. 



Stanza

Some examples of stanzas: 

A stanza is a group of lines gathered together by rhythmical pattern and meter. A 
stanza with four or more lines can be referred to as a verse. The length and 

pattern of a stanza decides what type of poem it is. Stanzas are made by leaving 
a blank space before and after it. 

Two lines = Couplet 
Three lines = Tercet

Four lines = Quatrain 
Five lines = Cinquain

Stanzas are used in poetry to provide structure and form. 

I love to dance, 
I love to prance. 

What my heart would do, 
But be sad and blue, 
If I could not dance. 

First Stanza

Dancing feels nice, 
But it come at a price. 

Dancing tutus and shoes 
My gosh you can’t lose! 

Second Stanza





 Can you find examples of these poetic forms in The 
Land of the Dead?

 How effective are the forms you have found?

Look closely at our model text.



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can collaborate.

 I can share ideas.

Week 5 Friday 



 3 verses – in stanzas

 Verse 1 – approaching the sirens
 Verse 2 – hearing the song
 Verse 3 - escaping

The Song of the Spheres



Verse 1

Current carries you to them / sheer column of rock / smooth 
and polished / thick smoke / wind failed / enchanted region of 
Sirens

The current carries you to them,
Past sheer columns of rock,
When the winds fail you,
To the Sirens you can’t block.

The Song of the Spheres



Verse 2

Heaps of bones / vulture / head of woman / beating swan’s 
wings / sea on shingle / moan of the wind / my wife singing / 
harmony 

A vulture sits atop heaps of bone,
The head in harmony singing,
Like the soft moan of the wind,
Death is what it is bringing.

The Song of the Spheres



Verse 3

Sail filled again / safe / untied / regain composure / more 
dangerous straits

Men with wax for ears,
Ignoring my plea,
Row on past the dangers,
Safe as we flee.

The Song of the Spheres



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can plan my poem.

Week 6 Monday 



 Discuss the number of verses and what is going to be the focus of each 
verse. 

 Draw a picture to show this.

 Find phrases and lines to write onto your pictures from the chapter. 

 Think about words that may be useful to rhyme at the end of lines 2 
and 4 of each stanza.

 Share your plan and ideas with a partner.

 Give your partner feedback on their plan. 

Pick a chapter from the book.



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can begin to write my poem effectively from my 
plan. 

Week 6 Tuesday 



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can edit and improve my poetry.

 I can write my poem in stanzas with rhymes.

Week 6 Wednesday 



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can perform my poem.

 I can evaluate the performance of others.

Week 6 Thursday 



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can evaluate my learning.

Week 6 Friday 



 What have you achieved?
 What have you enjoyed?
 What have been your 

strengths?
 What have you improved?
 What are you going to keep 

working on?

Odysseus


