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Overview



Writing outcomes

 Narrative from a different view point

 Newspaper report

 Suspense and mood poetry

SPAG focus

 Adjectives – superlative / comparative – creating mood

 Speech – direct and indirect 

 Power of three

 Empty words

 Cohesion throughout a text 

Writing outcomes and SPAG focus 



NC objectives



Genre objectives

Limerick / Haiku / Cinquain / Poet study / Classic / Performance

Poetry Expectations Year 4
Describe poem’s impact and explain own interpretation by referring to the 
poem
Comment on the use of similes and expressive language to create images, 
sound effects and atmosphere
Discuss the poem’s form and suggest the effect on the reader
Vary volume, pace and use appropriate expression when performing
Use actions, sound effects, musical patterns and images to enhance a poem’s 
meaning
Use language playfully to exaggerate or pretend
Use similes to build images and identify clichés in own writing
Write free verse or use a repeating pattern 
Experiment with simple forms
Reading poetry (subject matter and theme / language use / style / pattern)

Performing poetry ( use of voice / presentation)

Creating poetry ( original playfulness with language and ideas / detailed 
recreation of closely observed experience / using different patterns)



 Link below
 https://clpe.org.uk/system/files/Varjack%20Paw%20TS.

pdf

Please read the POR unit plan in full



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can use inference to make predictions.

Week 1 Monday 



Predict what you 
think this story 
might be about 
and what might 
happen.

This picture 
shows Varjak

Paw.



Look closely at the 
words at the top of 
the cover.
What does this 
mean?  What do you 
think might happen 
now?

I think Varjak Paw will be... 

This story will be about... 



 Tell me….

 What did you like?
 What did you dislike?
 What patterns did you find?
 What puzzles you?

Read chapter 1 and chapter 2



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can understand how a character develops.

Week 1 Tuesday 



 Tell me….

 What did you like?
 What did you dislike?
 What patterns did you find?
 What puzzles you?

Read chapter 3 and chapter 4



 Freeze frame Varjak with his family. 

 When tapped on the head, speak your thoughts 
aloud.

 Take photos and then write these thoughts on big 
speech bubbles for display. 

‘In the middle of his family, Varjak
felt friendless and alone.’ 



Varjak – role on the wall



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can use clues from the text to be able to articulate 
thoughts and speech of characters.

 I can use ‘point, reason, evidence’ to present a point 
of view.

Week 1 Wednesday 



 The Contessa’s body is taken away.
 Jalal tales are told.
 Grandfather shares the 7 skills.
 The gentleman and cats arrive.
 Grandfather is no longer head of the family.
 A family council is held.

Recap so far…
sequence these events in pairs



 In pairs, act out an argument between Julius and Varjak.
 Varjak to argue to leave and Julius to argue to stay.

 Chat through your ideas first and then practice your 
arguments. 

 Now let’s look at a few pairs in action.
 Let’s see how we can develop our ideas using  P R E.

To leave or not to leave?



 Reasons for:
 Point, reason, evidence

e.g. 
Yes the family should leave because the Contessa is no 
longer there.  Her body was seen by Varjak being 
removed from the house.

Should the family leave the 
Contessa’s house?



 Reasons against:
 Point, reason, evidence

e.g. 
No the family should not leave because they are still 
being fed and looked after.  The family are fed caviar by 
the gentleman – the rarest, most expensive food in the 
world.

Should the family leave the 
Contessa’s house?



 In your books write some reasons for and some 
reasons against.

 Remember to use Point Reason Evidence.

 What do you predict might happen next?

Now have another go in your pairs 
but swapping characters.



 Tell me….

 What did you like?
 What did you dislike?
 What patterns did you find?
 What puzzles you?

Read chapter 5



Should he leave his grandfather to the mercy 
of the black cats or should he stand by him? 



 Remember to think Point, Reason, Evidence

 Line up and think of a compelling word or phrase to 
convince Varjak

stay and fight 



 Remember to think Point, Reason, Evidence

 Line up and think of a compelling word or phrase to 
convince Varjak

go as his grandfather orders 



 Take turns being Varjak and giving your choice at the 
end of the alley.

 What do you predict will happen next?

 Write your choice and reasons in your book. 

Conscience Alley



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can recognise key events.
 I can sequence key events.
 I can summarise key events.

Week 1 Thursday 



 Tell me….

 What did you like?
 What did you dislike?
 What patterns did you find?
 What puzzles you?

Read chapter 6, chapter 7 and 
chapter 8



1. Jalal tales are told.
2. The gentleman and cats arrive.
3. The Contessa’s body is taken away.
4. A family council is held.
5. Grandfather is no longer head of the family.
6. Grandfather shares the 7 skills.

 Rain scares Varjak into shelter.
 He dreams of Jalal and the way of ‘open mind’
 Varjak leaves the garden.
 A car almost runs him over.

Recap so far…
sequence these events in pairs



 Think about what Varjak can hear, see, smell, touch 
and taste.

 Create a map of his locations.

In partners, talk about the change of 
settings.









 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can select effective adjectives to create specific 
moods.

Week 1 Friday 



 Tell me….

 What did you like?
 What did you dislike?
 What patterns did you find?
 What puzzles you?

Read chapters 9, 10, 11 and 12.



Adjectives – describe a noun



Select 3 to create the mood of joy



Select 3 to create the mood of 
despair 



Select 3 to create the mood of anger 



 Think about the cars being described in Varjak paw.   What 
mood is SF Said creating for the reader?

 Huge, deadly monsters
 Eyes were big and dazzling
 foul breath
 yellow eyes
 deafening roar
 choking smoke
 sharp edges 

Adjectives can be used to create 
mood and atmosphere….



 Sometimes we can create mood by saying something 
is the best or better than others.

 Superlative – biggest / greatest / smallest / highest

 Comparative – bigger / greater / smaller / higher

Superlative and comparative 
adjectives







There is also an order if listing 
adjectives…



 1a
 2a
 3c
 4b



Expanded noun phrases
determiner, adjective, noun 

e.g. the angry monsters

 Think about describing the cars 
yourself to create a different 
mood.

 Think about a peaceful mood.

 How could you change the 
adjectives to create this effect.

 Think about the types of adjectives 
you could use and the order you 
can use them in.



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can classify information.
 I can retrieve information.
 I can summarise key information.
 I can infer meaning from the action and speech of 

characters.

Week 2 Monday 



 Tell me….

 What did you like?
 What did you dislike?
 What patterns did you find?
 What puzzles you?

Read chapters 13, 14, 15 and 16.



 Holly’s gang (apostrophe for possession)

 Sally’s gang (apostrophe for possession)

 Ginger’s gang (apostrophe for possession)

The gangs…



Role on the wall - Sally



 https://www.yo
utube.com/watc
h?v=i1YfPwhom-
E

 Stop before the 
end is given 
away

Watch to jog 
memory and 

get ideas







Role on the wall - Holly



Role on the wall - Ginger



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can show understanding of a character through 
drama.

 I can speak with clarity and confidence.
 I can use expression and tone to convey meaning.

Week 2 Tuesday 



 Tell me….

 What did you like?
 What did you dislike?
 What patterns did you find?
 What puzzles you?

Read chapters 
17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22 and 23.



 Open Mind
 Awareness
 Hunting
 Slow-Time
 Moving Circles
 Shadow walking
 Trust yourself

The Seven Skills in the Way of Jalal

Think of the dreams Jalal has 
visited.  

Can you remember what each way 
means?

Discuss with your partner. 

Are there ones that have not been 
shown yet?  

Can you guess what they might be?













What could these dreams be about?



 Not in lesson but at some point during the rest of the 
day or give copies to children to read independently. 

Read chapters 
24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29 and 30.



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can justify personal opinions and responses.

 I can make connections between stories I have read.

Week 2 Wednesday 



 Tell me….

 What did you like?
 What did you dislike?
 What patterns did you find?
 What puzzles you?

Work in groups to complete the chart focusing on the given 
aspect. Then move around to another table to focus on 
another aspect, adding to the previous group's ideas. 

Read from chapter 
30 to the end.



Varjak – role on the wall



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can use prosody effectively.

 I can retell a story in sequence.

 I can understand and use new vocabulary.

Week 2 Thursday 



 https://www.y
outube.com/w
atch?v=i1YfPw
hom-E

 Show whole 
thing this time

Watch to jog 
memory and 

get ideas









1. Jalal tales are told.
2. The gentleman and cats arrive.
3. The Contessa’s body is taken away.
4. A family council is held.
5. Grandfather is no longer head of the family.
6. Grandfather shares the 7 skills.
7. Varjak leaves the garden.
8. He dreams of Jalal and the way of ‘open mind’
9. A car almost runs him over.
10. Rain scares Varjak into shelter.

Recap the story - Sequence these 
final events in pairs



 Sally Bones attacks.
 Holly gets taken.
 He defeats the robot cats.
 Varjak meets Holly.
 Ginger attacks.
 Cludge makes friends.
 Varjak leaves his family.
 They go back to the Contessa’s house.
 Varjak frees the cats.
 The gentleman is scared off by Cludge.

To sequence…



Discuss which of these is the opening, build-up, problem, 
resolution and ending.

 Varjak leaves his family to go on more adventures with Cludge
and Holly

 He leaves in search of a dog to save his family

 He befriends a dog (called Cludge) who helps save his family

 He meets Holly and learns of ‘the vanishings’ 

 Varjak yearns to leave the house and have adventures

Let’s cut these down to the 5 parts of 
the story.



 Boxing up

 Opening – Varjak yearns to leave the house and have adventures

 Build up - He leaves in search of a dog to save his family

 Problem – He meets Holly and learns of ‘the vanishings’

 Resolution – He befriends a dog (called Cludge) who helps save his family

 Ending – Varjak leaves his family to go on more adventures with Cludge
and Holly

Model text 



Late one night, as the rain pounded against the window frames, a 
Mesopotamian dark-blue kitten snuggled next to a roaring fire listening to 
tales of his brave ancestors.  “They called it THE WAY,” mumbled Grandfather 
proudly.  He looked over to Varjak speaking as if the story were just for him.   
Varjak sighed deeply because the stories always made him yearn to venture 
outside his family home where he might learn ‘The Way’.  Julius looked over 
at him when he signed, “You are not a proper Mesopotamian blue,” he 
sneered, “just look at your eyes. Amber eyes mean danger and that is why 
the Contessa has not fed us these past few days, she is afraid of you!”

Opening



Just then, the wind howled through the house as the front door swung open 
and in stepped a large gentlemen accompanied by two black cats acting in 
synchronized motions. The family, content in their ways and secure in their 
routines, ignored this strange turn of events and soon fell asleep in front of 
the fire.  Varjak sensed danger.  He stealthily climbed the stairs, and from a 
hiding place in a doorway, watched as the Contessa’s body was taken from 
her bedroom and out of the house.  Panicked, Varjak darted off to tell 
Grandfather.  In a rush, Grandfather told Varjak that in order to save the 
family, he must seek out a dog to help scare away the gentleman and his 
strange cats.  Before Varjak left the security of the garden, he heard a yelp 
and witnessed the mechanical cats fighting Grandfather to the death.  
Knowing Grandfather sacrificed himself to allow his escape, Varjak vowed to 
return with a dog to save the rest of his family. 

Build up



The city fanned out in front of Varjak like stars in the night sky.  The weather 
was getting worse with forked lightning overhead.  Dripping wet, cold and 
hungry, Varjak found shelter in an old shed.  By morning, he was not alone in 
the shed as a cat had appeared snarling, with fur raised and hackles high. 
Quickly, and with emotion, Varjak explained who he was and his quest.  At 
this, the cat began to settle and introduced herself as Holly.  Together they 
searched the city streets for food and the much needed dog.  Along the way, 
Holly explained how her best friend had gone missing along with many other 
cats in a situation they called ‘The Vanishing’. 

Problem



While scrounging in a back alley, Varjak began to sense a shift in atmosphere.  
Padded, rhythmic footsteps were getting louder.  A strange smell wafted on 
the air.  Holly’s fur was raised and she looked about alert.  From nowhere, a 
beast collided with Varjak knocking him hard against the wall and left him 
unconscious. Upon waking, his head hurt and his eyes adjusted to see the 
most terrifying mass of fur.  A bark echoed off the walls as a rough tongue 
swiped up his entire body.  “I am so sorry, cat!  I got so excited to meet 
someone that I started running and then lost control.  I hope your head is 
ok?” When Varjak just stared straight ahead, unable to speak, he continued, 
“I’m Cludge, nice to meet you.”    Slowly, Holly and Varjak got over their 
surprise and introduced themselves to Cludge.  Together they explained how 
Cludge could help them save Varjak’s family. It was agreed and they set off 
quickly to the Contessa’s house.

Resolution



The front door was ajar when they arrived so they crept upstairs towards the 
sound of cats meowing in fear.  Inside the Contessa’s bedroom were cages of stray 
cats, including Tam, Holly’s friend.   “You must help us,” cried Tam, “they are 
making us into toys with glassy eyes and no control of our actions!”  

“Watch out!  Behind you!” yelled another of the caged cats.  In pounced 
Grandfather’s killers, the black cats with synchronised movements and glassy eyes.

“Go for the collars, it is there power source!” cried Tam.

With a quick swipe of his paws, Varjak slashed the collar from one of the toy cats 
and watched as it collapsed to the floor.  Holly did the same for the other cat and 
that was when the older gentleman roared into the room. Cludge pounced.  He 
was fierce.  He was strong.  He was no contest for an old gentleman.  The man fled 
the room, and then fled the house with Cludge barking and taking chase after him.  

Resolution cont.



With the danger removed, the cats were released from their 
cages and made their way out of the house.  “Thank you 
Varjak,” said Julius meekly, “you saved us all.”  Varjak looked 
over at his family and then at Holly, Tam and Cludge.  He had 
saved his family and earned their respect, but he still yearned 
for to see more of the big, wide world.  Saying goodbye, he 
told them that ‘The Way’ was within them all.  He then turned 
and joined his friends who were waiting for him to start their 
next adventure. 

Ending



 Mesopotamian – an ancient region of 
south west Asia 

 yearn – to want something
 ancestors – parents, grandparents, great 

grandparents
 synchronised – at the same time and in 

the same way
 vanishing – disappearing 
 Contessa – an elegant lady
 unconscious – not responding or awake
 ajar - slightly open

Vocabulary 



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can recognise effective cohesive devices.

 I can identify effective language and text features.

Week 2 Friday 



Late one night, as the rain pounded against the window frames, a 
Mesopotamian dark-blue kitten snuggled next to a roaring fire listening to 
tales of his brave ancestors.  “They called it THE WAY,” mumbled Grandfather 
proudly.  He looked over to Varjak speaking as if the story were just for him.   
Varjak sighed deeply because the stories always made him yearn to venture 
outside his family home where he might learn ‘The Way’.  Julius looked over 
at him when he signed, “You are not a proper Mesopotamian blue,” he 
sneered, “just look at your eyes. Amber eyes mean danger and that is why 
the Contessa has not fed us these past few days, she is afraid of you!”

Look at how the story starts.  What technique is being used?
Look at what Julius says and how he says it.  What does this 

tell us about him?



Just then, the wind howled through the house as the front door swung open 
and in stepped a large gentlemen accompanied by two black cats acting in 
synchronized motions. The family, content in their ways and secure in their 
routines, ignored this strange turn of events and soon fell asleep in front of 
the fire.  Varjak sensed danger.  He stealthily climbed the stairs, and from a 
hiding place in a doorway, watched as the Contessa’s body was taken from 
her bedroom and out of the house.  Panicked, Varjak darted off to tell 
Grandfather.  In a rush, Grandfather told Varjak that in order to save the 
family, he must seek out a dog to help scare away the gentleman and his 
strange cats.  Before Varjak left the security of the garden, he heard a yelp
and witnessed the mechanical cats fighting Grandfather to the death.  
Knowing Grandfather sacrificed himself to allow his escape, Varjak vowed to 
return with a dog to save the rest of his family. 

What atmosphere is created in this section?  
How have the word choices created this?



The city fanned out in front of Varjak like stars in the night sky.  The weather 
was getting worse with forked lightning overhead.  Dripping wet, cold and 
hungry, Varjak found shelter in an old shed.  By morning, he was not alone in 
the shed as a cat had appeared snarling, with fur raised and hackles high. 
Quickly, and with emotion, Varjak explained who he was and his quest.  At 
this, the cat began to settle and introduced herself as Holly.  Together they 
searched the city streets for food and the much needed dog.  Along the way, 
Holly explained how her best friend had gone missing along with many other 
cats in a situation they called ‘The Vanishing’. 

What impression does this give of the view Varjak
has?  

How does this make us feel about Varjak’s hope to 
find a dog?



While scrounging in a back alley, Varjak began to sense a shift in atmosphere.  
Padded, rhythmic footsteps were getting louder.  A strange smell wafted on 
the air.  Holly’s fur was raised and she looked about alert.  From nowhere, a 
beast collided with Varjak knocking him hard against the wall and left him 
unconscious. Upon waking, his head hurt and his eyes adjusted to see the 
most terrifying mass of fur.  A bark echoed off the walls as a rough tongue 
swiped up his entire body.  “I am so sorry, cat!  I got so excited to meet 
someone that I started running and then lost control.  I hope your head is 
ok?” When Varjak just stared straight ahead, unable to speak, he continued, 
“I’m Cludge, nice to meet you.” Slowly, Holly and Varjak got over their 
surprise and introduced themselves to Cludge.  Together they explained how 
Cludge could help them save Varjak’s family. It was agreed and they set off 
quickly to the Contessa’s house.

Compare the blue section to the red section.  
Why is the speech here so important?



The front door was ajar when they arrived so they crept upstairs towards the 
sound of cats meowing in fear.  Inside the Contessa’s bedroom were cages of stray 
cats, including Tam, Holly’s friend.   “You must help us,” cried Tam, “they are 
making us into toys with glassy eyes and no control of our actions!”

“Watch out!  Behind you!” yelled another of the caged cats.  In pounced 
Grandfather’s killers, the black cats with synchronised movements and glassy eyes.

“Go for the collars, it is there power source!” cried Tam.

With a quick swipe of his paws, Varjak slashed the collar from one of the toy cats 
and watched as it collapsed to the floor.  Holly did the same for the other cat and 
that was when the older gentleman roared into the room. Cludge pounced.  He 
was fierce.  He was strong.  He was no contest for an old gentleman.  The man fled 
the room, and then fled the house with Cludge barking and taking chase after him.  

What impact does speech have here?
Why is it used?



With the danger removed, the cats were released from their 
cages and made their way out of the house.  “Thank you 
Varjak,” said Julius meekly, “you saved us all.”  Varjak looked 
over at his family and then at Holly, Tam and Cludge.  He had 
saved his family and earned their respect, but he still yearned
for to see more of the big, wide world.  Saying goodbye, he 
told them that ‘The Way’ was within them all.  He then turned 
and joined his friends who were waiting for him to start their 
next adventure. 

How does this final paragraph link 
back to the opening sections?



 On your model text, can you find…

 time, place and weather used to set the scene
 speech to convey character 
 verbs and adjectives to create mood
 contrasting ideas for effect
 speech to show action
 cohesion (links)

Features



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can support planning of a story from a different 
perspective.

 I can support writing of a story from a different 
perspective.

Week 3 Monday 



Think about:
 when she met Varjak

 what happened to her and Varjak in the alley

 what happened to her friend Tam

 how she was taken

 who saved her

 what she might do next

In partners, think about the story 
from Holly’s view.



 Opening – meeting Varjak and learning his quest but losing Tam
 Build-up – saving Varjak from Ginger and meeting Cludge
 Problem – going to the Contessa’s house and being taken
 Resolution – seeing Tam and being saved by Varjak
 Ending – setting off on a new adventure with Varjak, Tam and 

Cludge

Planning



Varjak Paw
Late one night, as the rain pounded 
against the window frames, a 
Mesopotamian dark-blue kitten 
snuggled next to a roaring fire 
listening to tales of his brave 
ancestors.  “They called it THE WAY,” 
mumbled Grandfather proudly.  He 
looked over to Varjak speaking as if 
the story were just for him.   Varjak
sighed deeply because the stories 
always made him yearn to venture 
outside his family home where he 
might learn ‘The Way’.  Julius looked 
over at him when he signed, “You are 
not a proper Mesopotamian blue,” he 
sneered, “just look at your eyes. 
Amber eyes mean danger and that is 
why the Contessa has not fed us these 
past few days, she is afraid of you!”

Opening 
meeting Varjak and learning his quest but losing Tam

Holly
Early one morning, after a heavy storm, a stray cat stalked 
closer to an old wooden shelter knowing an intruder was 
hiding within.    “Come out and face me,” growled Holly 
assertively.  She looked over to see a small kitten shaking 
with fear at being woken.  He looked sad, lost and alone.   
Holly sighed deeply because she too was alone since her 
friend Tam had gone missing.  The kitten looked over at her 
when she sighed, “I need to find a dog to help save my 
family,” he muttered, “can you help me?”  Holly knew she 
was too kind to leave the kitten to fend for himself, but she 
had been hurt so deeply at losing Tam that she just turned 
on her paws and sauntered away.  



 Build up 

saving Varjak from Ginger and meeting Cludge

Now have a go at writing the build up 
for the story from our shared plan. 



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can plan a story effectively in 5 parts.

 I can use my plan to tell my story.

Week 3 Tuesday 



EndingResolutionProblemBuild-upOpening

Planning
Whose perspective will you choose?

Julius / one of the mechanical cats / Cludge?



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can write effectively in the style of SF Said.

Week 3 Wednesday 



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can edit and improve my writing.

 I can write effectively in the style of SF Said.

Week 3 Thursday 



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can perform my story to others using appropriate 
tone, expression and pace to convey meaning.

 I can give constructive feedback.

Week 3 Friday 



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can read a newspaper report with clarity and 
confidence.

 I can understand the purpose of report writing.
 I can recognise reports of different values to society.

Week 4 Monday 



Hook



For sale – Toy Cats



 https://youtu.be/YryyKSVSz0I
 Cat returned after 3 years thanks to microchip

Newsround news report



Recently, the RSPCA and local police have been inundated with reports from desperate and panic-stricken pet owners about the disappearance of 
their beloved, feline companions. This appears to be a city-wide mystery that people are struggling to explain.   Police are investigating reports of 
an elderly, well-dressed gentleman, who has been seen with two identical black cats, and may be potentially connected to the conundrum.     

Mr Andy Lucas, whose son’s cat has been missing since last week, got in touch to say, “We are devastated that Fluffy has is gone.”  

“Although Fluffy is an adventurous cat,” his son explained, “she has never been away from home this long before.”  The family has placed posters 
all across the city and offered a reward of £100 to anyone who has information that leads to the safe return of their treasured pet. 

Sally Bridges, from the RSPCA, commented that she is concerned around the welfare of the missing felines and worries that the longer they are 
absent from family homes, the more at risk they are.  Starvation, serious injury and even death are the potential disastrous outcomes she 
mentioned.   Ms. Bridges appealed to the public to be vigilant.  She stressed the importance of microchipping all pets because it allows for a quick 
identification should the animal be found. 

Police are asking for anyone with information, especially regarding the elderly gentleman and his cats, to come forward to help with their ongoing 
investigation.   Local residents are also doing nightly patrols of the neighbourhoods and are asking for volunteers to support them in this activity. 

Fatal Feline Fiasco 



Recently, the RSPCA and local police have been inundated with reports from desperate and panic-
stricken pet owners about the disappearance of their beloved, feline companions. This appears to 
be a city-wide mystery that people are struggling to explain.   Police are investigating reports of an 
elderly, well-dressed gentleman, who has been seen with two identical black cats, and may be 
potentially connected to the conundrum.     

Mr Andy Lucas, whose son’s cat has been missing since last week, got in touch to say, “We are 
devastated that Fluffy has is gone.”  

“Although Fluffy is an adventurous cat,” his son explained, “she has never been away from home 
this long before.”  The family has placed posters all across the city and offered a reward of £100 to 
anyone who has information that leads to the safe return of their treasured pet. 

Sally Bridges, from the RSPCA, commented that she is concerned around the welfare of the missing 
felines and worries that the longer they are absent from family homes, the more at risk they are.  
Starvation, serious injury and even death are the potential disastrous outcomes she mentioned.   
Ms. Bridges appealed to the public to be vigilant.  She stressed the importance of microchipping all 
pets because it allows for a quick identification should the animal be found. 

Police are asking for anyone with information, especially regarding the elderly gentleman and his 
cats, to come forward to help with their ongoing investigation.   Local residents are also doing 
nightly patrols of the neighbourhoods and are asking for volunteers to support them in this activity. 

Fatal Feline Fiasco 

What is the 
purpose of the 
report?

Who is it written 
for?

Who has written 
it?

Why should it be 
in a newspaper?



Have these stories 
cut up for children 
to decide which 
page to put them 
on due to what 
they think is 
important news.  
Begin to think 
about bias.

First News









 Why are they written?
 Who are they written for?
 What is their purpose?
 Why does it matter who writes them?
 Why does it matter who edits the paper?
 Who decides what is written about?
 Who decides where the stories are placed in a paper or on 

each page?
 Who decides the size of the article (number of words as 

well as size on the page)?

What do you notice about news 
reports?



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can recognise language and text features of a 
newspaper report.

Week 4 Tuesday 



Recently, the RSPCA and local police have been inundated with reports from desperate and panic-stricken pet owners about the disappearance of 
their beloved, feline companions. This appears to be a city-wide mystery that people are struggling to explain.   Police are investigating reports of 
an elderly, well-dressed gentleman, who has been seen with two identical black cats, and may be potentially connected to the conundrum.     

Mr Andy Lucas, whose son’s cat has been missing since last week, got in touch to say, “We are devastated that Fluffy has is gone.”  

“Although Fluffy is an adventurous cat,” his son explained, “she has never been away from home this long before.”  The family has placed posters 
all across the city and offered a reward of £100 to anyone who has information that leads to the safe return of their treasured pet. 

Sally Bridges, from the RSPCA, commented that she is concerned around the welfare of the missing felines and worries that the longer they are 
absent from family homes, the more at risk they are.  Starvation, serious injury and even death are the potential disastrous outcomes she 
mentioned.   Ms. Bridges appealed to the public to be vigilant.  She stressed the importance of microchipping all pets because it allows for a quick 
identification should the animal be found. 

Police are asking for anyone with information, especially regarding the elderly gentleman and his cats, to come forward to help with their ongoing 
investigation.   Local residents are also doing nightly patrols of the neighbourhoods and are asking for volunteers to support them in this activity. 

Fatal Feline Fiasco 



Recently, the RSPCA and local police have been inundated with reports from desperate and panic-stricken pet owners about the disappearance of 
their beloved, feline companions. This appears to be a city-wide mystery that people are struggling to explain.   Police are investigating reports of 
an elderly, well-dressed gentleman, who has been seen with two identical black cats, and may be potentially connected to the conundrum.     

Mr Andy Lucas, whose son’s cat has been missing since last week, got in touch to say, “We are devastated that Fluffy has is gone.”  

“Although Fluffy is an adventurous cat,” his son explained, “she has never been away from home this long before.”  The family has placed posters 
all across the city and offered a reward of £100 to anyone who has information that leads to the safe return of their treasured pet. 

Sally Bridges, from the RSPCA, commented that she is concerned around the welfare of the missing felines and worries that the longer they are 
absent from family homes, the more at risk they are.  Starvation, serious injury and even death are the potential disastrous outcomes she 
mentioned.   Ms. Bridges appealed to the public to be vigilant.  She stressed the importance of microchipping all pets because it allows for a quick 
identification should the animal be found. 

Police are asking for anyone with information, especially regarding the elderly gentleman and his cats, to come forward to help with their ongoing 
investigation.   Local residents are also doing nightly patrols of the neighbourhoods and are asking for volunteers to support them in this activity. 

Fatal Feline Fiasco - Headline



Recently, the RSPCA and local police have been inundated with reports from desperate and panic-stricken pet owners about the disappearance of 
their beloved, feline companions. This appears to be a city-wide mystery that people are struggling to explain.   Police are investigating reports of 
an elderly, well-dressed gentleman, who has been seen with two identical black cats, and may be potentially connected to the conundrum.

Mr Andy Lucas, whose son’s cat has been missing since last week, got in touch to say, “We are devastated that Fluffy has is gone.”  

“Although Fluffy is an adventurous cat,” his son explained, “she has never been away from home this long before.”  The family has placed posters 
all across the city and offered a reward of £100 to anyone who has information that leads to the safe return of their treasured pet. 

Sally Bridges, from the RSPCA, commented that she is concerned around the welfare of the missing felines and worries that the longer they are 
absent from family homes, the more at risk they are.  Starvation, serious injury and even death are the potential disastrous outcomes she 
mentioned.   Ms. Bridges appealed to the public to be vigilant.  She stressed the importance of microchipping all pets because it allows for a quick 
identification should the animal be found. 

Police are asking for anyone with information, especially regarding the elderly gentleman and his cats, to come forward to help with their ongoing 
investigation.   Local residents are also doing nightly patrols of the neighbourhoods and are asking for volunteers to support them in this activity. 

Fatal Feline Fiasco 



Recently, the RSPCA and local police have been inundated with reports from desperate and panic-stricken pet owners about the disappearance of 
their beloved, feline companions. This appears to be a city-wide mystery that people are struggling to explain.   Police are investigating reports of 
an elderly, well-dressed gentleman, who has been seen with two identical black cats, and may be potentially connected to the conundrum.     

Mr Andy Lucas, whose son’s cat has been missing since last week, got in touch to say, “We are devastated that Fluffy has is gone.”  

“Although Fluffy is an adventurous cat,” his son explained, “she has never been away from home this long before.”  The family has placed posters 
all across the city and offered a reward of £100 to anyone who has information that leads to the safe return of their treasured pet. 

Sally Bridges, from the RSPCA, commented that she is concerned around the welfare of the missing felines and worries that the longer they are 
absent from family homes, the more at risk they are.  Starvation, serious injury and even death are the potential disastrous outcomes she 
mentioned.   Ms. Bridges appealed to the public to be vigilant.  She stressed the importance of microchipping all pets because it allows for a quick 
identification should the animal be found. 

Police are asking for anyone with information, especially regarding the elderly gentleman and his cats, to come forward to help with their ongoing 
investigation.   Local residents are also doing nightly patrols of the neighbourhoods and are asking for volunteers to support them in this activity. 

Fatal Feline Fiasco 



Recently, the RSPCA and local police have been inundated with reports from desperate and panic-stricken pet owners about the disappearance of 
their beloved, feline companions. This appears to be a city-wide mystery that people are struggling to explain.   Police are investigating reports of 
an elderly, well-dressed gentleman, who has been seen with two identical black cats, and may be potentially connected to the conundrum.     

Mr Andy Lucas, whose son’s cat has been missing since last week, got in touch to say, “We are devastated that Fluffy has is gone.”

“Although Fluffy is an adventurous cat,” his son explained, “she has never been away from home this long before.”  The family has placed posters 
all across the city and offered a reward of £100 to anyone who has information that leads to the safe return of their treasured pet.

Sally Bridges, from the RSPCA, commented that she is concerned around the welfare of the missing felines and worries that the longer they are 
absent from family homes, the more at risk they are.  Starvation, serious injury and even death are the potential disastrous outcomes she 
mentioned.   Ms. Bridges appealed to the public to be vigilant.  She stressed the importance of microchipping all pets because it allows for a quick 
identification should the animal be found. 

Police are asking for anyone with information, especially regarding the elderly gentleman and his cats, to come forward to help with their ongoing 
investigation.   Local residents are also doing nightly patrols of the neighbourhoods and are asking for volunteers to support them in this activity. 

Fatal Feline Fiasco 



Recently, the RSPCA and local police have been inundated with reports from desperate and panic-stricken pet owners about the disappearance of 
their beloved, feline companions. This appears to be a city-wide mystery that people are struggling to explain.   Police are investigating reports of 
an elderly, well-dressed gentleman, who has been seen with two identical black cats, and may be potentially connected to the conundrum.     

Mr Andy Lucas, whose son’s cat has been missing since last week, got in touch to say, “We are devastated that Fluffy has is gone.”

“Although Fluffy is an adventurous cat,” his son explained, “she has never been away from home this long before.”  The family has placed posters 
all across the city and offered a reward of £100 to anyone who has information that leads to the safe return of their treasured pet. 

Sally Bridges, from the RSPCA, commented that she is concerned around the welfare of the missing felines and worries that the longer they are 
absent from family homes, the more at risk they are.  Starvation, serious injury and even death are the potential disastrous outcomes she 
mentioned.   Ms. Bridges appealed to the public to be vigilant.  She stressed the importance of microchipping all pets because it allows for a quick 
identification should the animal be found. 

Police are asking for anyone with information, especially regarding the elderly gentleman and his cats, to come forward to help with their ongoing 
investigation.   Local residents are also doing nightly patrols of the neighbourhoods and are asking for volunteers to support them in this activity. 

Fatal Feline Fiasco 



Recently, the RSPCA and local police have been inundated with reports from desperate and panic-stricken pet owners about the disappearance of 
their beloved, feline companions. This appears to be a city-wide mystery that people are struggling to explain.   Police are investigating reports of 
an elderly, well-dressed gentleman, who has been seen with two identical black cats, and may be potentially connected to the conundrum.     

Mr Andy Lucas, whose son’s cat has been missing since last week, got in touch to say, “We are devastated that Fluffy has is gone.”  

“Although Fluffy is an adventurous cat,” his son explained, “she has never been away from home this long before.”  The family has placed posters 
all across the city and offered a reward of £100 to anyone who has information that leads to the safe return of their treasured pet. 

Sally Bridges, from the RSPCA, commented that she is concerned around the welfare of the missing felines and worries that the longer they are 
absent from family homes, the more at risk they are.  Starvation, serious injury and even death are the potential disastrous outcomes she 
mentioned.   Ms. Bridges appealed to the public to be vigilant.  She stressed the importance of microchipping all pets because it allows for a quick 
identification should the animal be found.

Police are asking for anyone with information, especially regarding the elderly gentleman and his cats, to come forward to help with their ongoing 
investigation.   Local residents are also doing nightly patrols of the neighbourhoods and are asking for volunteers to support them in this activity. 

Fatal Feline Fiasco 



Recently, the RSPCA and local police have been inundated with reports from desperate and panic-stricken pet owners about the disappearance of 
their beloved, feline companions. This appears to be a city-wide mystery that people are struggling to explain.   Police are investigating reports of 
an elderly, well-dressed gentleman, who has been seen with two identical black cats, and may be potentially connected to the conundrum.     

Mr Andy Lucas, whose son’s cat has been missing since last week, got in touch to say, “We are devastated that Fluffy has is gone.”  

“Although Fluffy is an adventurous cat,” his son explained, “she has never been away from home this long before.”  The family has placed posters 
all across the city and offered a reward of £100 to anyone who has information that leads to the safe return of their treasured pet. 

Sally Bridges, from the RSPCA, commented that she is concerned around the welfare of the missing felines and worries that the longer they are 
absent from family homes, the more at risk they are.  Starvation, serious injury and even death are the potential disastrous outcomes she 
mentioned.   Ms. Bridges appealed to the public to be vigilant.  She stressed the importance of microchipping all pets because it allows for a quick 
identification should the animal be found. 

Police are asking for anyone with information, especially regarding the elderly gentleman and his cats, to come forward to help with their ongoing 
investigation.   Local residents are also doing nightly patrols of the neighbourhoods and are asking for volunteers to support them in this activity.

Fatal Feline Fiasco 



Read this report.  Can you spot some 
of the features from our model text?



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can use inference to show deep understanding of 
context.

 I can justify the choice of language used by a reporter. 

Week 4 Wednesday 



Recently, the RSPCA and local police have been inundated with reports from desperate and panic-stricken pet owners about the disappearance of 
their beloved, feline companions. This appears to be a city-wide mystery that people are struggling to explain.   Police are investigating reports of 
an elderly, well-dressed gentleman, who has been seen with two identical black cats, and may be potentially connected to the conundrum.     

Mr Andy Lucas, whose son’s cat has been missing since last week, got in touch to say, “We are devastated that Fluffy has is gone.”  

“Although Fluffy is an adventurous cat,” his son explained, “she has never been away from home this long before.”  The family has placed posters 
all across the city and offered a reward of £100 to anyone who has information that leads to the safe return of their treasured pet. 

Sally Bridges, from the RSPCA, commented that she is concerned around the welfare of the missing felines and worries that the longer they are 
absent from family homes, the more at risk they are.  Starvation, serious injury and even death are the potential disastrous outcomes she 
mentioned.   Ms. Bridges appealed to the public to be vigilant.  She stressed the importance of microchipping all pets because it allows for a quick 
identification should the animal be found. 

Police are asking for anyone with information, especially regarding the elderly gentleman and his cats, to come forward to help with their ongoing 
investigation.   Local residents are also doing nightly patrols of the neighbourhoods and are asking for volunteers to support them in this activity. 

Fatal Feline Fiasco 



 fatal                                        deadly
 feline                                      cat
 fiasco                                      disaster
 conundrum                           puzzle
 welfare                                  health
 microchipping computer chip to identify
 volunteering                       helping out 

Vocabulary 



 Looking deeper at the report, how do you think the 
reporter feels about the cats going missing?  How do 
you know?

Inference



 The words chosen show the upset from the reporter 
‘fiasco’  ‘fatal’

 The people selected for the quotes are ones who 
people can relate to – a dad and someone who looks 
after cats.

 There is a plea at the end to help search for the cats.

The write feels that cats disappearing 
is a terrible thing.



Recently, the RSPCA and local police have been inundated with reports from desperate and panic-stricken pet owners about the disappearance of 
their beloved, feline companions. This appears to be a city-wide mystery that people are struggling to explain.   Police are investigating reports of 
an elderly, well-dressed gentleman, who has been seen with two identical black cats, and may be potentially connected to the conundrum.     

Mr Andy Lucas, whose son’s cat has been missing since last week, got in touch to say, “We are devastated that Fluffy has is gone.”  

“Although Fluffy is an adventurous cat,” his son explained, “she has never been away from home this long before.”  The family has placed posters 
all across the city and offered a reward of £100 to anyone who has information that leads to the safe return of their treasured pet. 

Sally Bridges, from the RSPCA, commented that she is concerned around the welfare of the missing felines and worries that the longer they are 
absent from family homes, the more at risk they are.  Starvation, serious injury and even death are the potential disastrous outcomes she 
mentioned.   Ms. Bridges appealed to the public to be vigilant.  She stressed the importance of microchipping all pets because it allows for a quick 
identification should the animal be found. 

Police are asking for anyone with information, especially regarding the elderly gentleman and his cats, to come forward to help with their ongoing 
investigation.   Local residents are also doing nightly patrols of the neighbourhoods and are asking for volunteers to support them in this activity. 

Fatal Feline Fiasco



Read this report and decide on the 
author bias.  Justify your thoughts.



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can recognise direct speech within a report.
 I can begin to recognise bias by choice of direct 

speech chosen.

Week 4 Thursday 



Recently, the RSPCA and local police have been inundated with reports from desperate and panic-stricken pet owners about the disappearance of 
their beloved, feline companions. This appears to be a city-wide mystery that people are struggling to explain.   Police are investigating reports of 
an elderly, well-dressed gentleman, who has been seen with two identical black cats, and may be potentially connected to the conundrum.     

Mr Andy Lucas, whose son’s cat has been missing since last week, got in touch to say, “We are devastated that Fluffy has is gone.”  

“Although Fluffy is an adventurous cat,” his son explained, “she has never been away from home this long before.”  The family has placed posters 
all across the city and offered a reward of £100 to anyone who has information that leads to the safe return of their treasured pet. 

Sally Bridges, from the RSPCA, commented that she is concerned around the welfare of the missing felines and worries that the longer they are 
absent from family homes, the more at risk they are.  Starvation, serious injury and even death are the potential disastrous outcomes she 
mentioned.   Ms. Bridges appealed to the public to be vigilant.  She stressed the importance of microchipping all pets because it allows for a quick 
identification should the animal be found. 

Police are asking for anyone with information, especially regarding the elderly gentleman and his cats, to come forward to help with their ongoing 
investigation.   Local residents are also doing nightly patrols of the neighbourhoods and are asking for volunteers to support them in this activity. 

Fatal Feline Fiasco 



Recently, the RSPCA and local police have been inundated with reports from desperate and panic-stricken pet owners about the disappearance of 
their beloved, feline companions. This appears to be a city-wide mystery that people are struggling to explain.   Police are investigating reports of 
an elderly, well-dressed gentleman, who has been seen with two identical black cats, and may be potentially connected to the conundrum.     

Mr Andy Lucas, whose son’s cat has been missing since last week, got in touch to say, “We are devastated that Fluffy has is gone.”

“Although Fluffy is an adventurous cat,” his son explained, “she has never been away from home this long before.”  The family has placed posters 
all across the city and offered a reward of £100 to anyone who has information that leads to the safe return of their treasured pet.

Sally Bridges, from the RSPCA, commented that she is concerned around the welfare of the missing felines and worries that the longer they are 
absent from family homes, the more at risk they are.  Starvation, serious injury and even death are the potential disastrous outcomes she 
mentioned.   Ms. Bridges appealed to the public to be vigilant.  She stressed the importance of microchipping all pets because it allows for a quick 
identification should the animal be found. 

Police are asking for anyone with information, especially regarding the elderly gentleman and his cats, to come forward to help with their ongoing 
investigation.   Local residents are also doing nightly patrols of the neighbourhoods and are asking for volunteers to support them in this activity. 

Fatal Feline Fiasco 



Mr Andy Lucas, whose son’s cat has been missing since 
last week, got in touch to say, “We are devastated that 
Fluffy has is gone.”

“Although Fluffy is an adventurous cat,” his son explained, 
“she has never been away from home this long before.”  
The family has placed posters all across the city and 
offered a reward of £100 to anyone who has information 
that leads to the safe return of their treasured pet. 

Direct quote paragraph – what do 
you notice?



 In groups of 4 create a freeze frame of the moment 
Cludge licked Varjak in the alley.

 One person Cludge, one Varjak, one Holly and one as 
a reporter.  As the reporter decide which character to 
interview.  What questions could you ask them that 
might give you a type of answer that would help write 
a great news report?

Freeze frame



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can recognise indirect (reported) speech.
 I can begin to recognise bias shown in the selection of 

reported speech used.

Week 4 Friday 



Recently, the RSPCA and local police have been inundated with reports from desperate and panic-stricken pet owners about the disappearance of 
their beloved, feline companions. This appears to be a city-wide mystery that people are struggling to explain.   Police are investigating reports of 
an elderly, well-dressed gentleman, who has been seen with two identical black cats, and may be potentially connected to the conundrum.     

Mr Andy Lucas, whose son’s cat has been missing since last week, got in touch to say, “We are devastated that Fluffy has is gone.”  

“Although Fluffy is an adventurous cat,” his son explained, “she has never been away from home this long before.”  The family has placed posters 
all across the city and offered a reward of £100 to anyone who has information that leads to the safe return of their treasured pet. 

Sally Bridges, from the RSPCA, commented that she is concerned around the welfare of the missing felines and worries that the longer they are 
absent from family homes, the more at risk they are.  Starvation, serious injury and even death are the potential disastrous outcomes she 
mentioned.   Ms. Bridges appealed to the public to be vigilant.  She stressed the importance of microchipping all pets because it allows for a quick 
identification should the animal be found. 

Police are asking for anyone with information, especially regarding the elderly gentleman and his cats, to come forward to help with their ongoing 
investigation.   Local residents are also doing nightly patrols of the neighbourhoods and are asking for volunteers to support them in this activity. 

Fatal Feline Fiasco 



Recently, the RSPCA and local police have been inundated with reports from desperate and panic-stricken pet owners about the disappearance of 
their beloved, feline companions. This appears to be a city-wide mystery that people are struggling to explain.   Police are investigating reports of 
an elderly, well-dressed gentleman, who has been seen with two identical black cats, and may be potentially connected to the conundrum.     

Mr Andy Lucas, whose son’s cat has been missing since last week, got in touch to say, “We are devastated that Fluffy has is gone.”  

“Although Fluffy is an adventurous cat,” his son explained, “she has never been away from home this long before.”  The family has placed posters 
all across the city and offered a reward of £100 to anyone who has information that leads to the safe return of their treasured pet. 

Sally Bridges, from the RSPCA, commented that she is concerned around the welfare of the missing felines and worries that the longer they are 
absent from family homes, the more at risk they are.  Starvation, serious injury and even death are the potential disastrous outcomes she 
mentioned.   Ms. Bridges appealed to the public to be vigilant.  She stressed the importance of microchipping all pets because it allows for a quick 
identification should the animal be found.

Police are asking for anyone with information, especially regarding the elderly gentleman and his cats, to come forward to help with their ongoing 
investigation.   Local residents are also doing nightly patrols of the neighbourhoods and are asking for volunteers to support them in this activity. 

Fatal Feline Fiasco 



 In groups of 4 create a freeze frame of the moment 
Cludge licked Varjak in the alley.

 One person Cludge, one Varjak, one Holly and one as 
a reporter.  As the reporter decide which character to 
interview.  What questions could you ask them that 
might give you a type of answer that would help write 
a great news report?

Freeze frame



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can plan a report as a group.
 I can use boxing up features to support writing.
 I can write an orientation paragraph as a group.

Week 5 Monday 



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can edit and improve my writing.
 I can indirect speech, showing bias, as a group.
 I can reorientate a reader.

Week 5 Tuesday 



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can plan a newspaper report showing where and 
how to use text and language features.

 I can plan my report showing a clear voice (bias).

Week 5 Wednesday 



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can write a newspaper report from my plan.

Week 5 Thursday 



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can perform….
 I can edit and improve….
 I can evaluate….

Week 5 Friday 



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can read a poem with rhythm, pace and tone to reflect 
the mood.

 I can understand how mood is created through language 
choice.

 I can see how personification can help create a mood.

Week 6 Monday 



 In the story, Varjak thinks that cars are dogs.

 He uses phrases to describe the cars that create a 
mood of suspense and fear.

Varjak Paw



Personification used…

 screaming metal monster

 violent crying sound 

 the angry monsters







What mood is created here?
How has personification helped create the mood?





 Explain your 
thoughts.

 Point
 Reason
 Evidence

What mood is created here?



 Explain your 
thoughts.

 Point
 Reason
 Evidence

What mood is created here?



 Explain your 
thoughts.

 Point
 Reason
 Evidence

What mood is created here?



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can give personal responses to different poems.

 I can justify my personal choices with reference to 
moods created. 

Week 6 Tuesday 





 What do you like?

 What do you dislike?

 What patterns can you find?

 What puzzles you?

Use the Tell Me grids to respond to 
these poems…











 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can create suspense in my writing.

Week 6 Wednesday 





 time of day
 weather
 power of 3
 choice of 

adjectives
 personification
 empty words

Suspense 
brainstorm some words and phrases to create 

a poem that has suspense… 



 time of day
 weather
 power of 3
 choice of 

adjectives
 personification
 empty words

Suspense 

dead of night

wind howling / rain pounding

tree branching reaching out to grab

nobody around

silence

dark, sinister and creepy



 In groups, use the 
picture of the 
haunted house for 
stimulus to create 
some ideas for 
poetry that build 
suspense



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can plan a poem.
 I can write a poem.

Week 6 Thursday 





 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can perform my poem.

Week 6 Friday 


