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Year group (s) – 4

Teacher –
Text – Werewolf club rules

Term – Spring 2



Overview – original 



Writing outcomes

 Poetry – nature focus

 Biography

 Critique 

SPAG focus

 Dictionary work

 Figurative language 

 Present perfect form 

 Cohesive devices

 Homophones

Writing outcomes and SPAG focus 



Genre objectives and NC objectives
Year 
group: 4

I can use the first two or three letters of a word to check a spelling in a dictionary
I can use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters
I understand which letters should be left unjoined
My handwriting is legible and consistent
I can orally rehearse a sentence or sequence of sentences
I make an appropriate choice of pronoun and noun within and across sentences
I can use fronted adverbials.
I use paragraphs in narrative securely.

Autumn 
Term

I can spell words with prefixes and suffixes and can add them to root words
My handwriting is legible and consistent; down strokes of letter are parallel and equidistant; lines of writing are 
spaced sufficiently so that ascenders and descenders of letters don’t touch
I can compose sentences using a range of sentence structures 
I  can write a narrative with a clear structure, setting and plot
I can use appropriate nouns and pronouns within and across sentences to support cohesion and avoid repetition
I can use fronted adverbials
I can write in paragraphs
I use commas after fronted adverbials
I have cohesive sentences.

Spring 
Term

I can recognise and spell homophones
I can spell the commonly mis-spelt words from the Y3/4 word list
I can improve my writing by changing grammar and vocabulary to improve consistency
I can use direct speech in my writing and  punctuate it correctly
I can use noun phrases which are expanded by adding modifying adjectives, nouns and preposition phrases
I can use inverted commas and other punctuation to indicate direct speech
I can use apostrophes to mark plural possession
I have cohesive paragraphs.

Summer 
Term



Genre objectives 
Limerick / Haiku / Cinquain / Poet study / Classic / Performance

Poetry Expectations Year 4
Describe poem’s impact and explain own interpretation by referring to the 
poem
Comment on the use of similes and expressive language to create images, 
sound effects and atmosphere
Discuss the poem’s form and suggest the effect on the reader
Vary volume, pace and use appropriate expression when performing
Use actions, sound effects, musical patterns and images to enhance a poem’s 
meaning
Use language playfully to exaggerate or pretend
Use similes to build images and identify clichés in own writing
Write free verse or use a repeating pattern 
Experiment with simple forms

Reading poetry (subject matter and theme / language use / style / pattern)
Performing poetry ( use of voice / presentation)
Creating poetry ( original playfulness with language and ideas / detailed 
recreation of closely observed experience / using different patterns)



 Link below

Werewolf Club Rules TS.pdf (clpe.org.uk)

Please read the POR unit plan in full



Links to other texts and resources:

 Joseph Coelho has a poet page including videos of him performing poetry from this 
collection on CLPE’s poetryline website at: 
https://www.clpe.org.uk/poetryline/poets/coelho-joseph 

  Joseph Coelho’s website: https://joseph-coelho.com/ 


Links to other texts and resources



Talk to the children about poetry. What do they already know about poetry? What 
favourite poems do they have? What poets do they know? Allocate a display table or 
board in the classroom as a poetry corner. Display examples of children’s favourite 
poems or collections to share and discuss, planning in regular browsing and 
independent reading time when the children can access the books. Display a copy of 
the focus text Werewolf Club Rules and photographs of poet Joseph Coelho, so that 
children can see what the poet looks like. 

Before starting the unit…



 A – ask to share favourite poems
 B – listen to https://vimeo.com/129660270 a little bit 

of … with children joining in
 C – recap poems from previous classes such as Out 

and About (Y1) / Fantastic book of first poems (Y2) / 
Hot like fire (Y3)

Hook ideas



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can make predictions.

 I can justify my personal responses.

 I can work collaboratively, listening to ideas of others 
and building upon their thoughts.

Week 1 Monday 



In groups, discuss what 
our next book could be 
about?

Hook



Does this change your 
mind or confirm your 
predictions?

Hook



Poems by…

Again, confirms or 
changes your predictions?

Hook



 http://joseph-coelho.com/ 

Poet Joseph Coelho



Tell me what impressions you 
get of Joseph and why.



 Here he is performing his poem ‘A little bit of…’

https://vimeo.com/129660270

What do you predict this poem to be about?  
How do you think he will perform it?
Do you think it will be humorous or sad?
Can you make any connections between Joseph and 
other poets you have studied?

Think about the type of poems you believe 
Joseph might write.  Why do you think that?



 Tell me…
What did you like?
What did you dislike?
What patterns did you see or hear?
What puzzles you?

A little bit of food…





 What did you like?
 What did you dislike?
 What patterns did you see?
 What puzzles you?

Tell me…



Read it through and talk 
about the words and phrases 
that you find interesting.
Think about how you could 
perform this poem for others 
to listen to. 
Will you split the poem into 
parts? 
Will there be parts that you 
will perform together? 
How will you use timbre, 
tempo and dynamics to 
create effects? 

Divide into groups with a copy of the 
poem…



Performance time…



 Why do we write poetry?

 What is poetry for?

Poetry…



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can recognise poetry as an expression of emotions.

 I can use inference to understand characters within 
poems. 

Week 1 Tuesday 





poetry allows us to reflect a range 
of feelings and expressions, not 
always good or humorous ones. 

Purpose of poetry…



 Our next poem is called ‘Gingerbread man’.

 Discuss your predictions for this poem.

 We will reveal this poem one line at a time.

 For each line, add to the Role on the Wall for Billy and the 
person speaking in the poem.

Gingerbread man



Billy chased me round the playground 
with hands full of fists.

Gingerbread Man

 Billy

 Speaker



Billy chased me round the playground 
with hands full of fists.

Billy yelled at me across the football 
pitch with a mouth full of stings.

Gingerbread Man

 Billy

 Speaker



Billy chased me round the playground 
with hands full of fists.

Billy yelled at me across the football 
pitch with a mouth full of stings.

Billy spat, jibed and cawed

Gingerbread Man

 Billy

 Speaker



Billy chased me round the playground 
with hands full of fists.

Billy yelled at me across the football 
pitch with a mouth full of stings.

Billy spat, jibed and cawed as I ran away 
singing…
“You can’t catch me, I’m the 
gingerbread man.”

Gingerbread Man

 Billy

 Speaker



Billy chased me round the playground with 
hands full of fists.

Billy yelled at me across the football pitch 
with a mouth full of stings.

Billy spat, jibed and cawed as I ran away 
singing…
“You can’t catch me, I’m the gingerbread 
man.”

Billy had red hair.

Gingerbread Man

 Billy

 Speaker



Billy chased me round the playground with 
hands full of fists.

Billy yelled at me across the football pitch 
with a mouth full of stings.

Billy spat, jibed and cawed as I ran away 
singing…
“You can’t catch me, I’m the gingerbread 
man.”

Billy had red hair.
I was cruel and called him names.

Gingerbread Man

 Billy

 Speaker



Billy chased me round the playground with 
hands full of fists.

Billy yelled at me across the football pitch 
with a mouth full of stings.

Billy spat, jibed and cawed as I ran away 
singing…
“You can’t catch me, I’m the gingerbread 
man.”

Billy had red hair.
I was cruel and called him names.

Gingerbread Man

Tell me…
 Likes 
 Dislikes
 Patterns
 Puzzles



How do you think the poet feels, reflecting back on this 
childhood experience now? 
Look at the words and phrases that show how the two 
children in the poem are feeling. 
What do you think the word ‘jibed’ means?

Act out the poem in pairs, to show how both children in 
the poem are behaving and feeling. 

Poetry is a means of expression, and 
allows a release of feelings, good or bad.



Gingerbread Man – add the thoughts 
and feelings of these characters.

Billy Tormentor 



 Joseph Coelho - Gingerbread man - Bing video

Joseph’s view and performance.



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can give responses to poems with justifications. 

 I can use a mind map to sort ideas.

Week 1 Wednesday 





Golden time
Tell me…

 Likes?
 Dislikes?
 Patterns?
 Puzzles?



School tomorrow – excuses for Mum

Tell me…
 Likes?
 Dislikes?
 Patterns?
 Puzzles?



Last day of school

Tell me…
 Likes?
 Dislikes?
 Patterns?
 Puzzles?



Think of these poems we have shared…
 I am a writer
 Miss Flotsom
 Golden time
 School tomorrow – excuses for mum
 Last day of school

What theme can you see emerging in these poems?

Theme…



 Joseph has taken memorable moments from school to write a 
selection of poems.  

 Discuss something about school that is memorable to you with 
your partner.

 Draw your memorable moment from school and write words 
and phrases around it.

 This is the start of a plan for your own school themed poem. 

School



Example shared plan you could 
create with class…

Performing 
as a star in a 
nativity 
production

Big smile 
from 
teacher 

Forgotten 
words 

Singing a solo badly –
out of time and not in 
tune Halo falling 

off 

Fear 

Huge round 
of applause  



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can support with shared ideas.
 I can edit and improve vocabulary and phrasing. 

Week 1 Thursday 





Example shared plan you could 
create with class…

Performing 
as an angel 
in a nativity 
production

Big smile 
from 
teacher 

Forgotten 
words 

Singing a solo badly –
out of time and not in 
tune Halo falling 

off 

Fear 

Huge round 
of applause  



Understudy

The start of the performance was near,
Green vomit, full of ugly bits, covered the classroom carpet,
‘Kelly you need to be the angel, Lucy has been sick,
I know you know every line, I know you know every song,
You have to wear the costume and just get out there.’

My halo slipped.
My voice cracked.
Words disappeared from my mind.

But with a huge smile from my teacher and a wave from my mum, 
I glowed as an angel and bowed to the riotous round of applause.

Shared 



 Feedback on performance – create own success 
criteria as a class (see next days slides for ideas)

 How much did the poems change?

 What effect did the changes make?

Give copy of shared writing to children to edit and 
improve in groups and then perform. 



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can write my own poem based on emotions.

 I can perform my poem using poetic techniques.

Week 1 Friday 





 Add ideas and then write your own school themed poem in 
the style of Joseph Coelho.

 Read them aloud.

 Create a class book of poetry with sections
 School
 Emotions 
 Nature

Look back at your plans



 Pace (fast or slow)

 Volume (loud or quiet)

 Repetition or pause

 Sound effects (body / instruments)

Poetic techniques



 Did the poem make you feel an emotion?
 Why one?
 How?
 Which poetic performance techniques were used?
 Which one was most successful?

Evaluation



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can understand new language.

 I can define vocabulary.

 I can use a dictionary.

Week 2 Monday 



 Miss Flotsam

Do you know what the word ‘flotsam’ means?
What do you predict this poem to be about?
How do you think the poet is going to make you feel?
What do you think might be the poet’s motivation?

Our next poem is called…





 What did you like?
 What did you dislike?
 What patterns did you see?
 What puzzles you?

Tell me…





 Use a dictionary to help comprehend the meaning. 

Unfamiliar words?

























 Use a dictionary to find some of the definitions.

Think about the words you 
underlined.



people or things that have been rejected or discarded 
as worthless.

How is this choice of name for Joseph’s teacher 
significant?

Flotsam meaning…



 Peruvian alpaca – animal like a goat or sheep
 Indonesian Gamelans – orchestra 
 Adolescent – young adults
 Himalayan singing bowls – bell like instrument
 Dengue fever – disease causing rashes
 Cyclones – powerful, twisting winds
 Dozed – sleeping lightly 
 Tuk-Tuk traffic – motorbike taxi
 Vultures – bird of prey 
 Dialects – language from a specific place 

New language…



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can offer ideas and suggestions.

 I compare and contrast poem themes and characters.

Week 2 Tuesday 





 Select words and phrases that support your drawing 
and your view of Miss Flotsom.

Draw and describe Miss Flotsam from 
this poem.



 Now let’s find out about two other teachers that inspired 
poems by Joseph Coelho

 Sir and Miss Coo

 Can you predict, just from their names, the type of 
characters they might be and how they might be portrayed 
in the poems?

Share with a partner what you 
thought of Miss Flotsom and why.



Tell me…

 Likes?
 Dislikes?
 Patterns?
 Puzzles?



Tell me…

 Likes?
 Dislikes?
 Patterns?
 Puzzles?



Miss CooSirMiss Flotsom

What does 
Joseph think of 
them?

How do you 
know?

Would you like 
them to be your 
teacher?

Explain why.

Let’s compare and contrast these three 
distinct teachers.



 I preferred ___________ because ___________.

Which poem did you prefer and why?



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can recognise how poets create an emotional 
response.

 I can mind map my ideas. 

Week 2 Wednesday 









 Pick an 
emotion and 
explain to 
your partner 
what had 
happened to 
make you 
feel that way.

Emotions



 Listen and see if you can explain the emotion behind 
each one. 

 Dada’s stories

 Cards dealt

Let’s look at a few more poems by 
Joseph that are based on an emotion.







 Is it a good memory or bad?
 What happened?
 How did you feel?
 How could you share that emotion without writing it?

Think about a person who has caused 
an emotional response in the past.



Example shared plan you could 
create with class…

My nanny 
and inner 
strength Always had a 

dog by her side 
to cuddle and 
spoil, animals 
needed 
protection

Could touch her 
toes even when 
I couldn’t 

Travelled all over the world on 
boats and plans - experienced 
every culture, ate every food, 
danced every dance Tiny but oh 

so strong

Rode behind me on 
motorbikes no helmet 
and laughing

Never needed anyone’s 
permission and went where she 
wanted, when she wanted 



Share

Children to plan own poems on own 
mind maps.



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can innovate a poem.

Week 2 Thursday 



Example shared plan you could 
create with class…

My nanny 
and inner 
strength Always had a 

dog by her side 
to cuddle and 
spoil, animals 
needed 
protection

Could touch her 
toes even when 
I couldn’t 

Travelled all over the world on 
boats and plans - experienced 
every culture, ate every food, 
danced every dance Tiny but oh 

so strong

Rode behind me on 
motorbikes no helmet 
and laughing

Never needed anyone’s 
permission and went where she 
wanted, when she wanted 



Nana had adventures to different countries,
Wrapped up in her Queen-like headscarf,
When she returned she would tell me everything.

Like the country she learned how to Tango in,
With men as young as her grandchildren,
The music was strong and quick,
And Nana would laugh as she whipped around the floor.

Nana had adventures on the back of motorcycles,
With her hair all flying around, and giggles of unguarded joy,
Getting off she would wobble and remark how was glad she never 
learned to drive.
…

Nana’s adventures



 Give time to share with a partner to give feedback 
and edit and improve. 

Children to use the model text of Dada’s stories to 
write their own version from their plans. 



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can perform by poem.

 I can publish my poem.

Week 2 Friday 



 Perform their poems.
 Give feedback.
 Copy up with illustrations to go into class anthology 

under the emotions section. 

Perform



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can recognise homophones.

 I can perform with confidence and expression. 

Week 3 Monday 



Discuss these pictures with your 
partner.



Horse chestnut tree



Seeds - conkers



 Conker
A seed

 Night
Time from 
sunset to 
sunrise

Homophones – same sound

 Conquer 
Take control or 
overcome

 Knight
A type of soldier



Homo – same
phone - sound





Every classroom faced the playground, 
every child could see the tree,



As the bells rang, we’d march to the tree, 
sticks in hand,



Mace – medieval weapon 



Likes?
Dislikes?
Patterns?
Puzzles?

Have they ever longed for something and had to wait?

How did it feel? 

Tell me…



In groups, perform the poem.

Think about expression, body language and fluency. 

Watch each other perform and discuss interpretations. 

Now watch Joseph perform his poem. 
 https://clpe.org.uk/videos/video/joseph-coelho-conquer

Performance time. 



More 
homophones



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can recognise figurative language. 

Week 3 Tuesday 



Discuss these pictures with a partner.



Brainstorm some 
words on posits.  
Think about the 
previous pictures 
as well. 

Discuss…



What does this 
look like?

How do the 
thorns make it 
look that way?

Add some more words to your posits. 





Read the poem again.

Is there really a shark?
Are there talking whips?
Is there a box of swords?
Did he really pick frogspawn and spider eyes?
Where is this rocky landscape?

Of-course not. 
So why are they 
mentioned?

Figurative language



Sharks are fierce and have sharp teeth.?

Whips hurt by slashing.

Swords are pointy and cut deeply.

Frogspawn is delicate and difficult to pick up without squashing.

Rocky landscapes are yellow and
crumbly.

Figurative language



Thorns are sharp.

Bushes cut people who 
pick their berries. 

Prickles on bushes pointy and cut deeply.

Berries are delicate and difficult to pick up without squashing.

Tops of crumbles look like rocky 
Landscapes.

Figurative language



Figurative language
Similes



Figurative language
Metaphors



Figurative language

Makes your writing more interesting and descriptive. 



Can you see how 
Joseph has used 
metaphors to make 
a simple description 
of picking berries to 
make a crumble 
seem so much more 
exciting. 



Have a go…



You are as clever as a fox!





Let’s check…



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can visualise and interpret poetry. 

Week 3 Wednesday 



https://clpe.org.uk/books/book/werew
olf-club-rules



 Satyr

 Crenellated towers 

New language 



 How do we know they were determined to get to the 
garden? 

 What is it like in there? 
 Do the children mind? 
 How did they feel to be in the garden? 
 What made them feel like this? 
 How does it compare to the other places where they 

live and play? 

Use pastels to create the images 
created in the poem. 



Compare and contrast –
yours with the illustration in the book



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can create my own nature poem using figurative 
language. 

Week 3 Thursday 



 Take photos and collect things as inspiration. 

 Discuss in groups what you have seen or collected.

 Brainstorm some words and phrases.

 Create a free verse poem.

 Use figurative language to add interest and description. 

 Perform and share with the class. 

Go on a nature walk…



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can publish my poem.

Week 3 Friday 



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can speak with confidence and fluency. 

Week 4 Monday 



 bi – someone else
 graphy – form of writing 

 biography
NOUN

an account of someone's life written by 
someone else.

Model text – biography 



What he is famous for:
Joseph Coehlo’s is famous as a poet who creates all sorts of other worlds through his poems. 
He uses wild ideas and unforgettable images, to invite us to dream about possible 
impossibilities. His poems turn everyday situations into mini-dramas. 
His childhood:
Joseph grew up in Roehampton in the 1980s on the outskirts of London. He lived with his 
mum and his little sister.  They lived in a tower block that has inspired many of his poems.  He 
says that he wasn’t able to read or write properly until he was seven years old, and the idea of 
being a writer did not occur to him when he was young. 
His education:
At secondary school, Joseph began to write poetry.  His first poem was titled “Unbearable” 
and it was about a bear!  He said he found this funny, but his teachers did not think it was very 
good.   He studied archaeology at university and then had lots of different jobs.  He was a 
gym instructor, salesman and an ‘extra’ on film sets! 
His success:
Joseph continued to write plays and poems for theatres.  Some of his poems were published 
in anthologies by Macmillan books. Then in 2012 he met Janetta Otter-Barry at the London 
Book Fair and showed her some of his poems. She agreed to publish them and his very first 
poetry collection Werewolf Club Rules was published in 2014.

About Joseph Coelho



 One person can become Joseph.

 Think of some questions you would like to ask him. 

Hot seating



 Write a few sentences in the style of a biography to 
explain your partner’s life so far.

In partners, ask some questions to 
find out more about their life so far.



 Auto – same person
 Graphy – form of writing 

autobiography
 NOUN

an account of a person's life written by 
that person.

Autobiography 



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can recognise features of a biography. 

Week 4 Tuesday 



What he is famous for:
Joseph Coehlo’s is famous as a poet who creates all sorts of other worlds through his poems. 
He uses wild ideas and unforgettable images, to invite us to dream about possible 
impossibilities. His poems turn everyday situations into mini-dramas. 
His childhood:
Joseph grew up in Roehampton in the 1980s on the outskirts of London. He lived with his 
mum and his little sister.  They lived in a tower block that has inspired many of his poems.  He 
says that he wasn’t able to read or write properly until he was seven years old, and the idea of 
being a writer did not occur to him when he was young. 
His education:
At secondary school, Joseph began to write poetry.  His first poem was titled “Unbearable” 
and it was about a bear!  He said he found this funny, but his teachers did not think it was very 
good.   He studied archaeology at university and then had lots of different jobs.  He was a 
gym instructor, salesman and an ‘extra’ on film sets! 
His success:
Joseph continued to write plays and poems for theatres.  Some of his poems were published 
in anthologies by Macmillan books. Then in 2012 he met Janetta Otter-Barry at the London 
Book Fair and showed her some of his poems. She agreed to publish them and his very first 
poetry collection Werewolf Club Rules was published in 2014.

About Joseph Coelho



What he is famous for:
Joseph Coehlo’s is famous as a poet who creates all sorts of other worlds through his poems. 
He uses wild ideas and unforgettable images, to invite us to dream about possible 
impossibilities. His poems turn everyday situations into mini-dramas. 
His childhood:
Joseph grew up in Roehampton in the 1980s on the outskirts of London. He lived with his 
mum and his little sister.  They lived in a tower block that has inspired many of his poems.  He 
says that he wasn’t able to read or write properly until he was seven years old, and the idea of 
being a writer did not occur to him when he was young. 
His education:
At secondary school, Joseph began to write poetry.  His first poem was titled “Unbearable” 
and it was about a bear!  He said he found this funny, but his teachers did not think it was very 
good.   He studied archaeology at university and then had lots of different jobs.  He was a 
gym instructor, salesman and an ‘extra’ on film sets! 
His success:
Joseph continued to write plays and poems for theatres.  Some of his poems were published 
in anthologies by Macmillan books. Then in 2012 he met Janetta Otter-Barry at the London 
Book Fair and showed her some of his poems. She agreed to publish them and his very first 
poetry collection Werewolf Club Rules was published in 2014.

About Joseph Coelho



What he is famous for:
Joseph Coehlo’s is famous as a poet who creates all sorts of other worlds through his poems. 
He uses wild ideas and unforgettable images, to invite us to dream about possible 
impossibilities. His poems turn everyday situations into mini-dramas. 
His childhood:
Joseph grew up in Roehampton in the 1980s on the outskirts of London. He lived with his 
mum and his little sister.  They lived in a tower block that has inspired many of his poems.  He 
says that he wasn’t able to read or write properly until he was seven years old, and the idea of 
being a writer did not occur to him when he was young. 
His education:
At secondary school, Joseph began to write poetry.  His first poem was titled “Unbearable” 
and it was about a bear!  He said he found this funny, but his teachers did not think it was very 
good.   He studied archaeology at university and then had lots of different jobs.  He was a 
gym instructor, salesman and an ‘extra’ on film sets! 
His success:
Joseph continued to write plays and poems for theatres.  Some of his poems were published 
in anthologies by Macmillan books. Then in 2012 he met Janetta Otter-Barry at the London 
Book Fair and showed her some of his poems. She agreed to publish them and his very first 
poetry collection Werewolf Club Rules was published in 2014.

About Joseph Coelho



What he is famous for:
Joseph Coehlo’s is famous as a poet who creates all sorts of other worlds through his poems. 
He uses wild ideas and unforgettable images, to invite us to dream about possible 
impossibilities. His poems turn everyday situations into mini-dramas. 
His childhood:
Joseph grew up in Roehampton in the 1980s on the outskirts of London. He lived with his 
mum and his little sister.  They lived in a tower block that has inspired many of his poems.  He 
says that he wasn’t able to read or write properly until he was seven years old, and the idea of 
being a writer did not occur to him when he was young. 
His education:
At secondary school, Joseph began to write poetry.  His first poem was titled “Unbearable” 
and it was about a bear!  He said he found this funny, but his teachers did not think it was very 
good.   He studied archaeology at university and then had lots of different jobs.  He was a 
gym instructor, salesman and an ‘extra’ on film sets! 
His success:
Joseph continued to write plays and poems for theatres.  Some of his poems were published 
in anthologies by Macmillan books. Then in 2012 he met Janetta Otter-Barry at the London 
Book Fair and showed her some of his poems. She agreed to publish them and his very first 
poetry collection Werewolf Club Rules was published in 2014.

About Joseph Coelho



What he is famous for:
Joseph Coehlo’s is famous as a poet who creates all sorts of other worlds through his poems. 
He uses wild ideas and unforgettable images, to invite us to dream about possible 
impossibilities. His poems turn everyday situations into mini-dramas. 
His childhood:
Joseph grew up in Roehampton in the 1980s on the outskirts of London. He lived with his 
mum and his little sister.  They lived in a tower block that has inspired many of his poems.  He 
says that he wasn’t able to read or write properly until he was seven years old, and the idea of 
being a writer did not occur to him when he was young. 
His education:
At secondary school, Joseph began to write poetry.  His first poem was titled “Unbearable” 
and it was about a bear!  He said he found this funny, but his teachers did not think it was very 
good.   He studied archaeology at university and then had lots of different jobs.  He was a 
gym instructor, salesman and an ‘extra’ on film sets! 
His success:
Joseph continued to write plays and poems for theatres.  Some of his poems were published 
in anthologies by Macmillan books. Then in 2012 he met Janetta Otter-Barry at the London 
Book Fair and showed her some of his poems. She agreed to publish them and his very first 
poetry collection Werewolf Club Rules was published in 2014.

About Joseph Coelho



What he is famous for:
Joseph Coehlo’s is famous as a poet who creates all sorts of other worlds through his poems. 
He uses wild ideas and unforgettable images, to invite us to dream about possible 
impossibilities. His poems turn everyday situations into mini-dramas. 
His childhood:
Joseph grew up in Roehampton in the 1980s on the outskirts of London. He lived with his 
mum and his little sister.  They lived in a tower block that has inspired many of his poems.  He 
says that he wasn’t able to read or write properly until he was seven years old, and the idea of 
being a writer did not occur to him when he was young. 
His education:
At secondary school, Joseph began to write poetry.  His first poem was titled “Unbearable” 
and it was about a bear!  He said he found this funny, but his teachers did not think it was very 
good.   He studied archaeology at university and then had lots of different jobs.  He was a 
gym instructor, salesman and an ‘extra’ on film sets! 
His success:
Joseph continued to write plays and poems for theatres.  Some of his poems were published 
in anthologies by Macmillan books. Then in 2012 he met Janetta Otter-Barry at the London 
Book Fair and showed her some of his poems. She agreed to publish them and his very first 
poetry collection Werewolf Club Rules was published in 2014.

About Joseph Coelho



What he is famous for:
Joseph Coehlo’s is famous as a poet who creates all sorts of other worlds through his poems. 
He uses wild ideas and unforgettable images, to invite us to dream about possible 
impossibilities. His poems turn everyday situations into mini-dramas. 
His childhood:
Joseph grew up in Roehampton in the 1980s on the outskirts of London. He lived with his 
mum and his little sister.  They lived in a tower block that has inspired many of his poems.  He 
says that he wasn’t able to read or write properly until he was seven years old, and the idea of 
being a writer did not occur to him when he was young. 
His education:
At secondary school, Joseph began to write poetry.  His first poem was titled “Unbearable” 
and it was about a bear!  He said he found this funny, but his teachers did not think it was very 
good.   He studied archaeology at university and then had lots of different jobs.  He was a 
gym instructor, salesman and an ‘extra’ on film sets! 
His success:
Joseph continued to write plays and poems for theatres.  Some of his poems were published 
in anthologies by Macmillan books. Then in 2012 he met Janetta Otter-Barry at the London 
Book Fair and showed her some of his poems. She agreed to publish them and his very first 
poetry collection Werewolf Club Rules was published in 2014.

About Joseph Coelho



What he is famous for:
Joseph Coehlo’s is famous as a poet who creates all sorts of other worlds through his poems. 
He uses wild ideas and unforgettable images, to invite us to dream about possible 
impossibilities. His poems turn everyday situations into mini-dramas. 
His childhood:
Joseph grew up in Roehampton in the 1980s on the outskirts of London. He lived with his 
mum and his little sister.  They lived in a tower block that has inspired many of his poems.  He 
says that he wasn’t able to read or write properly until he was seven years old, and the idea of 
being a writer did not occur to him when he was young. 
His education:
At secondary school, Joseph began to write poetry.  His first poem was titled “Unbearable” 
and it was about a bear!  He said he found this funny, but his teachers did not think it was very 
good.   He studied archaeology at university and then had lots of different jobs.  He was a 
gym instructor, salesman and an ‘extra’ on film sets! 
His success:
Joseph continued to write plays and poems for theatres.  Some of his poems were published 
in anthologies by Macmillan books. Then in 2012 he met Janetta Otter-Barry at the London 
Book Fair and showed her some of his poems. She agreed to publish them and his very first 
poetry collection Werewolf Club Rules was published in 2014.

About Joseph Coelho



Joseph continued to write plays and poems for theatres.  Some of his poems were published in anthologies by Macmillan books. Then in 
2012 he met Janetta Otter-Barry at the London Book Fair and showed her some of his poems. She agreed to publish them and his very 
first poetry collection Werewolf Club Rules was published in 2014.

About Joseph Coelho

Joseph grew up in Roehampton in the 1980s on the outskirts of London. He lived with his mum and his little sister.  They lived in a tower 
block that has inspired many of his poems.  He says that he wasn’t able to read or write properly until he was seven years old, and the 
idea of being a writer did not occur to him when he was young. 

At secondary school, Joseph began to write poetry.  His first poem was titled “Unbearable” and it was about a bear!  He said he found 
this funny, but his teachers did not think it was very good.   He studied archaeology at university and then had lots of different jobs.  He 
was a gym instructor, salesman and an ‘extra’ on film sets! 

Joseph Coehlo’s is famous as a poet who creates all sorts of other worlds through his poems. He uses wild ideas and unforgettable 
images, to invite us to dream about possible impossibilities. His poems turn everyday situations into mini-dramas. 

His education:

His success:

His childhood:

What he is famous for:

Oh no, I am in a muddle…



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can recognise cohesive devices. 

 I can recognise chronology.

Week 4 Wednesday 



What he is famous for:
Joseph Coehlo’s is famous as a poet who creates all sorts of other worlds through his poems. 
He uses wild ideas and unforgettable images, to invite us to dream about possible 
impossibilities. His poems turn everyday situations into mini-dramas. 
His childhood:
Joseph grew up in Roehampton in the 1980s on the outskirts of London. He lived with his 
mum and his little sister.  They lived in a tower block that has inspired many of his poems.  He 
says that he wasn’t able to read or write properly until he was seven years old, and the idea of 
being a writer did not occur to him when he was young. 
His education:
At secondary school, Joseph began to write poetry.  His first poem was titled “Unbearable” 
and it was about a bear!  He said he found this funny, but his teachers did not think it was very 
good.   He studied archaeology at university and then had lots of different jobs.  He was a 
gym instructor, salesman and an ‘extra’ on film sets! 
His success:
Joseph continued to write plays and poems for theatres.  Some of his poems were published 
in anthologies by Macmillan books. Then in 2012 he met Janetta Otter-Barry at the London 
Book Fair and showed her some of his poems. She agreed to publish them and his very first 
poetry collection Werewolf Club Rules was published in 2014.

About Joseph Coelho



In 1999, she was awarded an OBE.

Shirley began her career in children’s books by illustrating for other authors. Had the chance to illustrate the latest title in Dorothy 
Edwards’ popular My Naughty Little Sister series. This collaboration proved so successful that Edwards asked Hughes to re-illustrate all 
the existing titles in the series.

Shirley was born 16th July 1927 in West Kirby, England.   She was brought up in the Wirral and fondly remembers childhood visits to the 
cinema and to the Liverpool Playhouse.   She trained at Liverpool School of Art and the Ruskin School of Drawing in Oxford.  Her
ambition was to be a set designer.

Shirley Hughes is one of the best-loved and most innovative creators of books for young children.  She has written and illustrated over 50 
books, sold more than eight million copies, won major awards and created some of the most enduring characters in children’s literature, 
including Lucy and Tom.

Shirley raised a young family and gained first-hand experience of how children behave and what they like to read. This influenced the first 
book that Shirley wrote as well as illustrated – Lucy & Tom’s Day, published in 1960.

In 1984, Shirley Hughes received the Eleanor Farjeon Award for distinguished services to children’s literature.

Shirley Hughes  - Children’s Book Author and Illustrator

In 1977, Shirley won the Kate Greenaway medal for Dogger, another tale of an ordinary and yet monumental family incident – the loss of 
a much-loved toy. 

Chronology – in time order
Work in pairs to order this biography.



Shirley Hughes  - Children’s Book Author and Illustrator
Shirley Hughes is one of the best-loved and most innovative creators of books for young children.  She has written 
and illustrated over 50 books, sold more than eight million copies, won major awards and created some of the most 
enduring characters in children’s literature, including Lucy and Tom.

Shirley was born 16th July 1927 in West Kirby, England.   She was brought up in the Wirral and fondly remembers 
childhood visits to the cinema and to the Liverpool Playhouse.   She trained at Liverpool School of Art and the Ruskin 
School of Drawing in Oxford.  Her ambition was to be a set designer.

Shirley began her career in children’s books by illustrating for other authors. Had the chance to illustrate the latest 
title in Dorothy Edwards’ popular My Naughty Little Sister series. This collaboration proved so successful that 
Edwards asked Hughes to re-illustrate all the existing titles in the series.

Shirley raised a young family and gained first-hand experience of how children behave and what they like to read. This 
influenced the first book that Shirley wrote as well as illustrated – Lucy & Tom’s Day, published in 1960.

In 1977, Shirley won the Kate Greenaway medal for Dogger, another tale of an ordinary and yet monumental family 
incident – the loss of a much-loved toy. 

In 1984, Shirley Hughes received the Eleanor Farjeon Award for distinguished services to children’s literature.

In 1999, she was awarded an OBE.

Chronology – in time order
Work in pairs to order this biography.





 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can give personal justifications. 

Week 4 Thursday 



What he is famous for:
Joseph Coehlo’s is famous as a poet who creates all sorts of other worlds through his poems. 
He uses wild ideas and unforgettable images, to invite us to dream about possible 
impossibilities. His poems turn everyday situations into mini-dramas. 
His childhood:
Joseph grew up in Roehampton in the 1980s on the outskirts of London. He lived with his 
mum and his little sister.  They lived in a tower block that has inspired many of his poems.  He 
says that he wasn’t able to read or write properly until he was seven years old, and the idea of 
being a writer did not occur to him when he was young. 
His education:
At secondary school, Joseph began to write poetry.  His first poem was titled “Unbearable” 
and it was about a bear!  He said he found this funny, but his teachers did not think it was very 
good.   He studied archaeology at university and then had lots of different jobs.  He was a 
gym instructor, salesman and an ‘extra’ on film sets! 
His success:
Joseph continued to write plays and poems for theatres.  Some of his poems were published 
in anthologies by Macmillan books. Then in 2012 he met Janetta Otter-Barry at the London 
Book Fair and showed her some of his poems. She agreed to publish them and his very first 
poetry collection Werewolf Club Rules was published in 2014.

About Joseph Coelho



What she is famous for:

Julia Donaldson is most famous for writing the book The Gruffalo which was published in 1999. It has sold 
more than 10 million copies.  It has also been made into a film. 

Her childhood:

Julia Donaldson was born on 16th September 1948, in Hampstead, London, England.  She was brought up 
in a three-storey Victorian house near Hampstead Heath.  As a child, Julia Donaldson loved poetry. She 
read The Book of a Thousand Poems and the nonsense poems by Edward Lear.

Her education:

Julia enjoyed school and was good at learning languages.  She has a good understanding of French, 
German and Italian.  After school, she went to Bristol University to study French and Drama.  After school, 
was an editor for a small book publishers, Robert Tyndall.  Then, in the 1970s, Julia Donaldson trained as a 
teacher, and taught English at St Mary’s Hall in Brighton.

Her success:

Julia has written an extensive amount of children’s books.  In 1993, one of her songs, Squash and a 
Squeeze, was made into a picture book. In 2011 Julia Donaldson received an MBE for her contribution to 
children’s literature. 

About Julia Donaldson



 Likes?
 Dislikes?
 Patterns?
 Puzzles?

Tell me:



Valerie Bloom is famous for being a poet. Her poetry book ‘Hot Like Fire’ is one of her most successfully
published pieces of work.

She was born in Clarendon, Jamaica, and grew up in and around Frankfield, a sleepy little town
surrounded by beautiful mountains. She is eldest girl in a family of nine children, and has always known
a life of activity, community and language.

Her love of language and literature was fostered by memorising passages from the King James version
of the Bible; by listening to her mother, grandmother and older brother reciting poems they had learnt at
school; and by reading every bit of print she could get hold of- library books, newspapers, pamphlets…

Her first taste of what it must be to be a ‘writer’ came when she was at primary school and one of her
poems was published in the National Newspaper. A few years later her poem Mek Ah Ketch Har (Let
me catch her), won a bronze medal in the national festival and was included in the festival anthology for
the following year. She was filmed performing her poem for live television.

After school, she trained and worked as a teacher, before coming to the UK in the late 70s. She got a
degree in English with African and Caribbean Studies from the university of Kent; worked as a steel pan
instructor; and did a stint as an Arts Officer before deciding to be a full-time writer.

About Valerie Bloom 



 Likes?
 Dislikes?
 Patterns?
 Puzzles?

Tell me:



Grace Nichols was born in Georgetown, Guyana, in 1950 and grew up in a small country village on the Guyanese coast.
She moved to the city with her family when she was eight, an experience central to her first novel, Whole of a Morning Sky (1986), 
set in 1960s Guyana in the middle of the country's struggle for independence.

She worked as a teacher and journalist and, as part of a Diploma in Communications at the University of Guyana, spent time in some 
of the most remote areas of Guyana, a period that influenced her writings and initiated a strong interest in Guyanese folk tales, 
Amerindian myths and the South American civilisations of the Aztec and Inca. She has lived in the UK since 1977.

Her first poetry collection, I is a Long-Memoried Woman, was published in 1983. The book won the Commonwealth Poetry Prize and 
a subsequent film adaptation of the book was awarded a gold medal at the International Film and Television Festival of New York.
The book was also dramatised for radio by the BBC. Subsequent poetry collections include The Fat Black Woman's 
Poems (1984), Lazy Thoughts of a Lazy Woman (1989), and Sunris (1996). 

She also writes books for children, inspired predominantly by Guyanese folklore and Amerindian legends, including Come on into My 
Tropical Garden (1988) and Give Yourself a Hug (1994). Everybody Got A Gift (2005) includes new and selected poems, and her 
collection, Startling the Flying Fish (2006), contains poems which tell the story of the Caribbean.

Her latest books are Picasso, I Want My Face Back (2009); I Have Crossed an Ocean: Selected Poems (2010); The Insomnia 
Poems (2017), and Passport to Here and There (2020), which received a Poetry Book Society Special Commendation.

In 2021, it was announced that Grace Nichols is the recipient of the Queen's Gold Medal for Poetry.

Grace Nichols lives in England with her partner, the poet John Agard.

About Grace Nichols 



 Likes?
 Dislikes?
 Patterns?
 Puzzles?

Tell me:



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can recognise how to research effectively.

 I can cross check information gained. 

Week 4 Friday 



What he is famous for:
Joseph Coehlo’s is famous as a poet who creates all sorts of other worlds through his poems. 
He uses wild ideas and unforgettable images, to invite us to dream about possible 
impossibilities. His poems turn everyday situations into mini-dramas. 
His childhood:
Joseph grew up in Roehampton in the 1980s on the outskirts of London. He lived with his 
mum and his little sister.  They lived in a tower block that has inspired many of his poems.  He 
says that he wasn’t able to read or write properly until he was seven years old, and the idea of 
being a writer did not occur to him when he was young. 
His education:
At secondary school, Joseph began to write poetry.  His first poem was titled “Unbearable” 
and it was about a bear!  He said he found this funny, but his teachers did not think it was very 
good.   He studied archaeology at university and then had lots of different jobs.  He was a 
gym instructor, salesman and an ‘extra’ on film sets! 
His success:
Joseph continued to write plays and poems for theatres.  Some of his poems were published 
in anthologies by Macmillan books. Then in 2012 he met Janetta Otter-Barry at the London 
Book Fair and showed her some of his poems. She agreed to publish them and his very first 
poetry collection Werewolf Club Rules was published in 2014.

About Joseph Coelho



 Show which websites to select – org.uk  etc.

 Show cross referencing and fact checking

 Give time to research and find information

 Copy and paste into word document

 Print and stick in books 

Show google searches online



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can collaborate and share ideas.

 I can use the internet to research information.

 I can check my research for accuracy.

Week 5 Monday 



Philip Gross 
 2015 he published a book of poetry based on a collaborative project with the visual 

artist Valerie Coffin-Price, A Fold in the River.
 studied English at Sussex University 
 writing in the 1980s. 
 large public poetry sculpture with sculptor Alec Peever situated in Newport, Gwent.
 2004 he has been Professor of Creative Writing at Glamorgan University, 
 lives in South Wales. 
 publishing numerous collections of award-winning poetry, 
 born in 1952 in North Cornwall.
 His books for younger readers include Marginaliens (2003), The Lastling (2003) 

and The Storm Garden (2006). Off Road To Everywhere (2010), a Poetry Book 
Society Children's Poetry Bookshelf Choice and winner of the 2011 CLPE Poetry 
Award. 

 teaching for some years at Bath Spa University College. 

Shared writing



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can plan a biography. 

Week 5 Tuesday 



Successes CareerEducationEarly lifeOpening
Why famous

Planning



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can write a biography.

 I can edit and improve my writing. 

Week 5 Wednesday 



 3rd person
 Past tense if no longer alive
 Chronologically organised
 Sub-headings
 Facts

Success criteria 



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can write a biography.

 I can edit and improve my writing. 

Week 5 Thursday 



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can publish a biography. 

Week 5 Friday 



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can recognise features of a critique. 

Week 6 Monday 





After listening to 
the poem, tell 
me…
Likes?
Dislikes?
Patterns?
Puzzles?

The Duelling Duo - Children's Poetry 
Archive



In this poem, Duelling Duo, Joseph Coelho explores the battle between two boys through a clever use of 
homophones.

The structure
The poem in set out loosely in 7 verses.  There is no rhyming pattern established, but there is a rhythm and pace 
created when read aloud.  

The themes
Themes of battle and anger are clear in this poem.  The use of swords slashing in crumbling forts brings to mind an age 
gone by of knights duelling on horseback.   Language such as ramparts, armour and mettle are all backing up the idea 
of old-fashioned conflicts.  

Poetic features
Homophones are used cleverly to create tongue twisters through alliteration for example in the line “The lie they 
thought as they fought in the fort.”  Rain, mist  and morning are used to create an image  in the reader’s mind and the 
use of the homophone for mourning brings a sadness and anxiety of death to the poem. 

The poem is clever and fun to read, but the tone of battle and death is dark and frightening. 

Critique 



In this poem, Duelling Duo, Joseph Coelho explores the battle between two boys through a clever use of 
homophones.

The structure
The poem in set out loosely in 7 verses.  There is no rhyming pattern established, but there is a rhythm and pace 
created when read aloud.  

The themes
Themes of battle and anger are clear in this poem.  The use of swords slashing in crumbling forts brings to mind an age 
gone by of knights duelling on horseback.   Language such as ramparts, armour and mettle are all backing up the idea 
of old-fashioned conflicts.  

Poetic features
Homophones are used cleverly to create tongue twisters through alliteration for example in the line “The lie they 
thought as they fought in the fort.”  Rain, mist  and morning are used to create an image  in the reader’s mind and the 
use of the homophone for mourning brings a sadness and anxiety of death to the poem. 

The poem is clever and fun to read, but the tone of battle and death is dark and frightening. 

Text features



In this poem, Duelling Duo, Joseph Coelho explores the battle between two boys through a clever use of 
homophones.

The structure
The poem in set out loosely in 7 verses.  There is no rhyming pattern established, but there is a rhythm and pace 
created when read aloud.

The themes
Themes of battle and anger are clear in this poem.  The use of swords slashing in crumbling forts brings to mind an age 
gone by of knights duelling on horseback.   Language such as ramparts, armour and mettle are all backing up the idea 
of old-fashioned conflicts.  

Poetic features
Homophones are used cleverly to create tongue twisters through alliteration for example in the line “The lie they 
thought as they fought in the fort.”  Rain, mist  and morning are used to create an image  in the reader’s mind and the 
use of the homophone for mourning brings a sadness and anxiety of death to the poem. 

The poem is clever and fun to read, but the tone of battle and death is dark and frightening. 

Text features



In this poem, Duelling Duo, Joseph Coelho explores the battle between two boys through a clever use of 
homophones.

The structure
The poem in set out loosely in 7 verses.  There is no rhyming pattern established, but there is a rhythm and pace 
created when read aloud.  

The themes
Themes of battle and anger are clear in this poem.  The use of swords slashing in crumbling forts brings to mind an age 
gone by of knights duelling on horseback.   Language such as ramparts, armour and mettle are all backing up the idea 
of old-fashioned conflicts.

Poetic features
Homophones are used cleverly to create tongue twisters through alliteration for example in the line “The lie they 
thought as they fought in the fort.”  Rain, mist  and morning are used to create an image  in the reader’s mind and the 
use of the homophone for mourning brings a sadness and anxiety of death to the poem. 

The poem is clever and fun to read, but the tone of battle and death is dark and frightening. 

Text features



In this poem, Duelling Duo, Joseph Coelho explores the battle between two boys through a clever use of 
homophones.

The structure
The poem in set out loosely in 7 verses.  There is no rhyming pattern established, but there is a rhythm and pace 
created when read aloud.  

The themes
Themes of battle and anger are clear in this poem.  The use of swords slashing in crumbling forts brings to mind an age 
gone by of knights duelling on horseback.   Language such as ramparts, armour and mettle are all backing up the idea 
of old-fashioned conflicts.  

Poetic features
Homophones are used cleverly to create tongue twisters through alliteration for example in the line “The lie they 
thought as they fought in the fort.”  Rain, mist  and morning are used to create an image  in the reader’s mind and the 
use of the homophone for mourning brings a sadness and anxiety of death to the poem.

The poem is clever and fun to read, but the tone of battle and death is dark and frightening. 

Text features



In this poem, Duelling Duo, Joseph Coelho explores the battle between two boys through a clever use of 
homophones.

The structure
The poem in set out loosely in 7 verses.  There is no rhyming pattern established, but there is a rhythm and pace 
created when read aloud.  

The themes
Themes of battle and anger are clear in this poem.  The use of swords slashing in crumbling forts brings to mind an age 
gone by of knights duelling on horseback.   Language such as ramparts, armour and mettle are all backing up the idea 
of old-fashioned conflicts.  

Poetic features
Homophones are used cleverly to create tongue twisters through alliteration for example in the line “The lie they 
thought as they fought in the fort.”  Rain, mist  and morning are used to create an image  in the reader’s mind and the 
use of the homophone for mourning brings a sadness and anxiety of death to the poem. 

The poem is clever and fun to read, but the tone of battle and death is dark and frightening.

Text features



In this poem, Duelling Duo, Joseph Coelho explores the battle between two boys through a clever use of 
homophones.

The structure
The poem in set out loosely in 7 verses.  There is no rhyming pattern established, but there is a rhythm and pace 
created when read aloud.  

The themes
Themes of battle and anger are clear in this poem.  The use of swords slashing in crumbling forts brings to mind an age 
gone by of knights duelling on horseback.   Language such as ramparts, armour and mettle are all backing up the idea 
of old-fashioned conflicts.  

Poetic features
Homophones are used cleverly to create tongue twisters through alliteration for example in the line “The lie they 
thought as they fought in the fort.”  Rain, mist  and morning are used to create an image  in the reader’s mind and the 
use of the homophone for mourning brings a sadness and anxiety of death to the poem. 

The poem is clever and fun to read, but the tone of battle and death is dark and frightening. 

Language features



In this poem, Duelling Duo, Joseph Coelho explores the battle between two boys through a clever use of 
homophones.

The structure
The poem in set out loosely in 7 verses.  There is no rhyming pattern established, but there is a rhythm and pace 
created when read aloud.  

The themes
Themes of battle and anger are clear in this poem.  The use of swords slashing in crumbling forts brings to mind an age 
gone by of knights duelling on horseback.   Language such as ramparts, armour and mettle are all backing up the idea 
of old-fashioned conflicts.  

Poetic features
Homophones are used cleverly to create tongue twisters through alliteration for example in the line “The lie they 
thought as they fought in the fort.”  Rain, mist  and morning are used to create an image  in the reader’s mind and the 
use of the homophone for mourning brings a sadness and anxiety of death to the poem. 

The poem is clever and fun to read, but the tone of battle and death is dark and frightening. 

Language features



In this poem, Duelling Duo, Joseph Coelho explores the battle between two boys through a clever use of 
homophones.

The structure
The poem in set out loosely in 7 verses.  There is no rhyming pattern established, but there is a rhythm and pace 
created when read aloud.  

The themes
Themes of battle and anger are clear in this poem.  The use of swords slashing in crumbling forts brings to mind an age 
gone by of knights duelling on horseback.   Language such as ramparts, armour and mettle are all backing up the idea 
of old-fashioned conflicts.  

Poetic features
Homophones are used cleverly to create tongue twisters through alliteration for example in the line “The lie they 
thought as they fought in the fort.”  Rain, mist  and morning are used to create an image  in the reader’s mind and the 
use of the homophone for mourning brings a sadness and anxiety of death to the poem. 

The poem is clever and fun to read, but the tone of battle and death is dark and frightening. 

Language features



In this poem, Duelling Duo, Joseph Coelho explores the battle between two boys through a clever use of 
homophones.

The structure
The poem in set out loosely in 7 verses.  There is no rhyming pattern established, but there is a rhythm and pace 
created when read aloud.  

The themes
Themes of battle and anger are clear in this poem.  The use of swords slashing in crumbling forts brings to mind an age 
gone by of knights duelling on horseback.   Language such as ramparts, armour and mettle are all backing up the idea 
of old-fashioned conflicts.  

Poetic features
Homophones are used cleverly to create tongue twisters through alliteration for example in the line “The lie they 
thought as they fought in the fort.”  Rain, mist  and morning are used to create an image  in the reader’s mind and the 
use of the homophone for mourning brings a sadness and anxiety of death to the poem. 

The poem is clever and fun to read, but the tone of battle and death is dark and frightening. 

Language features



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can recognise homophones.

Week 6 Tuesday 



In this poem, Duelling Duo, Joseph Coelho explores the battle between two boys through a clever use of 
homophones.

The structure
The poem in set out loosely in 7 verses.  There is no rhyming pattern established, but there is a rhythm and pace 
created when read aloud.  

The themes
Themes of battle and anger are clear in this poem.  The use of swords slashing in crumbling forts brings to mind an age 
gone by of knights duelling on horseback.   Language such as ramparts, armour and mettle are all backing up the idea 
of old-fashioned conflicts.  

Poetic features
Homophones are used cleverly to create tongue twisters through alliteration for example in the line “The lie they 
thought as they fought in the fort.”  Rain, mist  and morning are used to create an image  in the reader’s mind and the 
use of the homophone for mourning brings a sadness and anxiety of death to the poem. 

The poem is clever and fun to read, but the tone of battle and death is dark and frightening. 

Critique of Duelling Duo 



 Sound the same but mean different things. 

Homophones - recap



 Night
 Fought
 Duel
 Right
 Morning
 Rays
 Pause
 Rain

Find the homophone of these words used in 
Duelling Duo and write their definitions.



 Night - knight
 Fought – fort - thought
 Duel – dual 
 Right - right
 Morning – mourning 
 Rays – raze 
 Pause – pores 
 Rain – reign 

Find the homophone of these words used in 
Duelling Duo and write their definitions.



https://youtu.be/S_txb_C2PlU



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can plan a critique. 

Week 6 Wednesday 



 https://youtu.be/r2EPfmgbOC0

If all the world were paper…







 Likes?
 Dislikes?
 Patterns?

Puzzles?

Tell me…



 Name of poem
 Name of poet
 Overall impression 
 Structure – Verses ?  Rhyming?  Repetition?
 Themes – What is it about?  What emotions are stirred?
 Language - figurative – metaphors – personification –

similes / alliteration / homophones?

Discussion and planning…



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can write a critique of a poem.

 I can edit and improve my writing.  

Week 6 Thursday 



 https://youtu.be/r2EPfmgbOC0

If all the world were paper…







 Name of poem
 Name of poet
 Overall impression 
 Structure – Verses ?  Rhyming?  Repetition?
 Themes – What is it about?  What emotions are stirred?
 Language - figurative – metaphors – personification –

similes / alliteration / homophones?

Discussion and planning…



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can publish my review.

 I can evaluate my learning. 

Week 6 Friday 



 What have you achieved?
 What have you enjoyed?
 What have been your 

strengths?
 What have you improved?
 What are you going to keep 

working on?

Werewolf club rules


