
 Please think carefully about the use of this text with 
your class at this time due to the conflict in Ukraine 
with Russia.

 You know your class, families, school, community and 
whether this is an appropriate time to use this book

 This book is beautifully written and should definitely 
be part of the curriculum, but it is for you to decide if 
now is the right time to be using it as your main text 

WARNING – PLEASE READ



English planning and resources
Planning and Resources

School -
Year group (s) – 4

Teacher –
Text – The boy at the back of the classroom

Term – Summer 1



Overview – original 



Writing outcomes

 News report script (4 weeks)

 Non-chronological report (1 week)

 Poetry – reflections  (1 week)

SPAG focus

 Dictionary work

 Figurative language 

 Present perfect form 

 Cohesive devices

 Homophones

Writing outcomes and SPAG focus 



Genre objectives and NC objectives



Headline – word play / alliteration / explains the report
Orientation – when where what and who
Why 
Direct speech
Indirect speech
Reorientation
By-line

Past tense
Third person
Formal tone

Newspaper report features



Genre objectives 
Limerick / Haiku / Cinquain / Poet study / Classic / Performance

Poetry Expectations Year 4
Describe poem’s impact and explain own interpretation by referring to the 
poem
Comment on the use of similes and expressive language to create images, 
sound effects and atmosphere
Discuss the poem’s form and suggest the effect on the reader
Vary volume, pace and use appropriate expression when performing
Use actions, sound effects, musical patterns and images to enhance a poem’s 
meaning
Use language playfully to exaggerate or pretend
Use similes to build images and identify clichés in own writing
Write free verse or use a repeating pattern 
Experiment with simple forms

Reading poetry (subject matter and theme / language use / style / pattern)
Performing poetry ( use of voice / presentation)
Creating poetry ( original playfulness with language and ideas / detailed 
recreation of closely observed experience / using different patterns)



 Link below

 https://clpe.org.uk/system/files/The%20Boy%20at%20th
e%20Back%20of%20the%20Class%20Teaching%20Seque
nce.pdf

Please read the POR unit plan in full



Prior to starting work on this sequence, you might choose to display a selection of texts inspired by the subject and themes of 
this title. Exploration of such texts can complement and extend the study of the book. Given the sensitive nature and often-
mature themes of the subject matter some texts in the list will require adult mediation.  Azzi In Between, Sarah Garland 
(Frances Lincoln) 
 The Silence Seeker, Ben Morley and Carl Pearce (Tamarind) 
 Moon Man, Tomi Ungerer (Phaidon) 
 The Journey, Francesca Sanna (Flying Eye) 
 The Arrival, Shaun Tan (Hodder) 
 The Island, Armin Greder (Allen & Unwin) 
 Ali's Story - A Journey from Afghanistan, Andy Glynne, illustrated by Salvador Maldonado (Wayland) 
 Hamid's Story - A Journey from Eritrea, Andy Glynne, illustrated by Tom Senior (Wayland) 
 Juliane's Story - A Journey from Zimbabwe, Andy Glynne, illustrated by Karl Hammond (Wayland) 
 Navid's Story - A Journey from Iran, Andy Glynne, illustrated by Jonathan Topf (Wayland) 
 Rachel’s Story - A Journey from a Country in Eurasia, Andy Glynne, illustrated by Salvador Maldonado (Wayland) 
 Welcome to Nowhere, Elizabeth Laird (Macmillan) 
 The Unforgotten Coat, Frank Cottrell Boyce (Walker) 
 After Tomorrow, Gillian Cross (Oxford University Press) 
 We Are All Born Free, Amnesty International (Frances Lincoln) 
 Who are Refugees and Migrants? What Makes People Leave their Homes? And Other Big Questions, Michael Rosen and 
Annemarie Young (Wayland) 

Other Titles also by Onjali Q Raúf: 
 The Star Outside my Window (due to be published in October 2019, this title explores themes of domestic violence. It is 
advised that teachers read the title before sharing it with pupils) 

Links to other texts and resources
In Y6 children will read Journey and make links to this text



The chapters…



Show an empty chair in 
the classroom

 Discuss who could 
sit in it – ask children 
to draw someone 
and make up ideas 
about that person 
e.g. a superhero / a 
book character / a 
talking animal 

Hook ideas







 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can infer from illustrations.

 I can infer characteristics from characters from their speech and 
actions.

 I can retrieve information around appearance of characters.

 I can make predictions.

Week 1 Monday 



Discuss…
who could sit in it?
draw someone and make up 
ideas about that person 

e.g. a superhero / a book 
character / a talking animal

Why ‘empty’? 

The empty chair…



What do you 
notice?

Who might be the 
owner?

What might be 
inside?



Let’s listen to her start her story.

https://youtu.be/aO-HzIv5-OA





Group 1 – Narrator 
Group 2 – Michael 
Group 3 – Josie 
Group 4 – Tom

Share your ideas with the class when ready.

In groups, create your character.



Consider why the illustrator chose 
to draw the character from behind. 
What effect does this have on the 
reader’s perception/ view of the 
character? 
What do they know and what would 
they like to find out? 

The front cover…



Complete - Role on the wall for all 

Narrator

Ahmet

Josie 

Micheal

Tom





 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can understand how a character is feeling.

 I can empathise with a character. 

Week 1 Tuesday 













 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can recognise the key principles that form the 
foundation of a safe, harmonious, healthy, co-existing 
school community and say why they are important.

Week 1 Wednesday 





 Discuss in what ways the bully’s behaviour is enabled by 
the people and culture of the school. 

 What role do the teachers play? 

 What role does language play in empowering the bully? 

‘I’m still going to keep an eye on him 
though.’ (p.25)







 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can recognise how language choices, tone and style 
can be used to effectively convey a message. 

Week 1 Thursday 



 https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/45362493
 https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/34121191
 https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/45370577

Make notes as you watch, now look at the grid on the 
next slide.

Watch each of these clips about 
starting school…







 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can recognise facts and opinions.

 I can begin to use new language. 

Week 1 Friday 













Fact or Opinion?
A fact is a true statement.

An opinion is what someone thinks.

Look down the list and decide which of these sentences are facts (F) or opinions (O).

1. January is the first month in the year.
2. London is the capital of England.
3. Football is the best sport.
4. It is hot today.
5. Sammy’s hair looks better when it is long.
6. I am really good at running.
7. I am shivering.

Challenge:
Explain in your own words what a fact is, then what an opinion is.
Include some examples.



Fact or Opinion?
Odd One Out

Here are some facts and opinions. Look at the three sentences in the group.
Decide which are fact and which are opinion to find out which is the odd one out.

A. It is raining.
B. My birthday is in March.
C. Ice creams are too sweet.

1) A. French is tricky to learn.
B. Saturday is at the weekend.
C. Mike the Knight is a cartoon 

character.

2)

A. The cat was really mean.
B. Elvis Presley was a great pop star.
C. The capital city of the UK is London.

3) Challenge:
Facts can change. True or false?
Prove it.



Fact or Opinion?
These sentences have been scattered and blown in the wind. Sort them into 
facts (F) or opinions (O). Some of these are tricky so you may have to discuss 

them as a class at the end.

We live in England.
The police will 

investigate the crime.
He was shouting and 
screaming as he left 

the house.

Ice cream is delicious. I am late.

There are five main 
religions in the world. Everyone loves babies.

The currency in the 
United Kingdom is 

pounds.



Can you think of some facts from this chapter that we 
can use to add to our Role on the Walls?



Vocabulary



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can understand actions of characters and their 
motivations.

 I can work collaboratively.

 I can share and justify my ideas. 

Week 2 Monday 





 Discuss why the narrator might be so keen to have a 
response.

 Is fair or right of the narrator to expect a response?

 Could it be seen as selfish?

 Explain your response and add ideas to your role on 
the wall. 

‘… and he never, ever smiled back.’ 



In groups, complete the grid…



Where might the adults have developed such 
misconceptions about refugees?

Discuss…



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can recognise the purpose of a newspaper.

 I can recognise language bias.

 I can recognise the effect of headlines of influencing 
readers. 

Week 2 Tuesday 



 What is the purpose 
of a newspaper?

 What is the purpose 
of a headline?

 How are font styles, 
sizes and colours 
used?

News and 
Headlines



 How are pictures 
used?

 Can you tell what 
this is about from 
the headline?

 How?

What does it 
tell us?
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What does it 
tell us?



 How are pictures 
used?

 Can you tell what 
this is about from 
the headline?

 How?

What does it 
tell us?



 How are pictures 
used?

 Can you tell what 
this is about from 
the headline?

 How?

What does it 
tell us?



 How are pictures 
used?

 Can you tell what 
this is about from 
the headline?

 How?

What does it 
tell us?



 How are pictures 
used?

 Can you tell what 
this is about from 
the headline?

 How?

What does it 
tell us?



 How are pictures 
used?

 Can you tell what 
this is about from 
the headline?

 How?

What does it 
tell us?



 Look closely at news reports, as they sometimes make opinions 
seem like facts.

 Newspapers are written by people who have an opinion and 
sometimes they can try to make you think the same as them by 
only reporting things that they want you to hear. 

bias
NOUN
inclination or prejudice for or against one person or group, 
especially in a way considered to be unfair.

Remember our work on facts and 
opinions…



How do you think the 
newspapers printed in 
Russia would be 
reporting on the war or 
on companies trading 
with them like 
McDonalds?

Can you see how 
different views will be 
shared in these different 
ways?

This is a real 
newspaper printed in 

England in March 2022.



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can understand influences on me.

 I can understand how I can influence others. 

 I can recognise the importance of language choice.

Week 2 Wednesday 









 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can story map key incidents so far in the story.

 I can continue to use inference to understand 
characters.

Week 2 Thursday 





Keep adding to the Roles on the 
Wall…



Think carefully about the language you are using.

Retell Ahmet’s story through the 
pictures from the book. 



Ahmet’s story

















 Consider how Ahmet must be feeling at this point.

 Why was this last attack the one to affect him the most?

‘And then, just two days after The Great 
Baked Beans Bag Trap, I found out.’ 



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can recognise and understand the definition of 
refugee.

 I can understand the declaration of human rights. 

 I can give personal responses with justifications. 

Week 2 Friday 





 Jot them down with your partner.

What questions would you have for 
Ahmet?



Refugees…







All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and 
rights. They are endowed with reason and conscience and 
should act towards one another in a spirit of brotherhood. 

Article 1 



We are all born free and equal. We all have our own 
thoughts and ideas. We should all be treated in the same 
way. 

Article 1 



 Reflect on the changes. 
 Which words have been changed and what affect does this 

have? 
 Consider how the omission of some words and the 

introduction of others changes the tone, for example the 
introduction of the pronoun ‘we’ softens the tone and 
creates a sense of personal and collective responsibility. 

 Discuss why it might be helpful to have the legal language 
simplified in this way. 



 Here are sections from an illustrated book.

 The book shows an illustration for each article.

 There are only some selected on the slides.

 Why not find some of the missing articles and 
illustrate them in the style of the book. 

There are 30 articles in the 
declaration of human rights.  



























 Likes?
 Dislikes?
 Patterns?
 Puzzles?

Tell me…



Vocabulary



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can think as a character in the story.

 I can reflect on how a character may act to different 
situations. 

Week 3 Monday 





 So what type of plan might they come up with?

 Decide which character you feel you know best or 
relate to most.

 Think about their life, their beliefs, hobbies, places they 
live, parents jobs etc. 

 How does knowing this help predict the type of plan 
they might come up with?

What do we know about each 
character?



 Group 1: Michael 
 Group 2: Josie 
 Group 3: Tom 
 Group 4: Narrator

The plans…



 How might Ahmet feel about their efforts?
 How would you feel if you were in Ahmet’s position?
 Would you invite such support? 
 How might you feel about the additional attention this 

might bring? 

Now think as Ahmet…



 Can you see how the plans are personal to each 
character?

Now you know the plans, were you 
close?



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can track the emotions of a character through 
different events. 

 I can recognise how language can be nuanced. 

Week 3 Tuesday 

















 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can recognise different perspectives. 

Week 3 Wednesday 







 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can recognise similarities and differences in 
perspectives. 

 I can recognise commonly used newspaper reporting 
language. 

Week 3 Thursday 









 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can speak with confidence and fluency. 

 I can give personal opinions and justify them. 

 I can define new vocabulary. 

Week 3 Friday 

















Remember 
this?



 What did you like?
 What did you dislike?
 What patterns did you find?
 What puzzled you?

 Reflect on what key insights you have gained from 
reading this book.

Tell me…



Vocabulary 



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can recognise features of a newspaper report. 

Week 4 Monday



 AHMET: THE MOST FAMOUS REFUGEE BOY IN THE 
WORLD

 EXCLUSIVE: THE CHILDREN BEHIND THE BUCKINGHAM 
PALACE PROTEST 

 PARENTS UNIT TO FIGHT AGAINST RACISM & CHAMPION 
REFUGEE RIGHTS 

Racists like MP Fry have no right to tear innocent families 
apart!

Do you remember these headlines 
from the story?



Newspapers have a range of features 
that attract the reader.

Can you think of any of these 
features?

Next

Next



the name of the newspaper 
at the top;

an interesting headline and sub-headline;

an introductory paragraph that 
includes the five Ws;

facts about the main 
events; 

writing in the third person and 
past tense;

quotes written as direct 
speech;“ ”
a conclusion paragraph 
to explain what might 
happen next.

captions for 
all pictures;

A newspaper report must include…

Next

Next

Next

Next

Next

Next

Next

Next



write the name of the 
newspaper at the top?

create an interesting headline and sub-headline? 

start with an introductory 
paragraph that includes 
five Ws? 

include facts about 
the main events? 

write in the third person and 
past tense?

use quotes written as 
direct speech?“ ”

finish with a conclusion 
paragraph to explain what 
might happen next?

add captions to all 
pictures?

A newspaper report must include…

HEADLINE

Newspapers use the headline to try to 
grab the readers’ attention. It might 
even use a pun, rhyme or alliteration. 
Which one of these catchy headlines 
makes you want to read more?

Next



ROMAN COIN SURPRISE FOR MRS SHIPHEADLINE

Newspapers use the headline to try to 
grab the readers attention. It might 
even use a pun, rhyme or alliteration. 
Which one of these catchy headlines 
makes you want to read more?

Next



BACK TO EARTH
WITH A BUMP!

ROMAN COIN SURPRISE FOR MRS SHIP

Next



LUCKY LOTTERY WINNERS… 
WIN AGAIN!BACK TO EARTH

WITH A BUMP!

Next



BAGGINS IS BACK!LUCKY LOTTERY WINNERS… 
WIN AGAIN!

Next



WICKED WOLF
GETS HIS 
JUST DESSERTS

BAGGINS IS BACK!

Next



Introductory Paragraph

A newspaper report begins with an introductory paragraph that 
includes the five Ws.

What 
happened?

When did 
it happen?

Where did 
it happen?

Who was 
involved?

Why did 
it happen?

Next

Next Next Next

Next Next



Can you spot the five Ws in the start of this report?

Next

After a six month stay on the International
Space Station (ISS), astronauts Tim Peake, Yuri
Malenchenko and Timothy Kopra have finally
returned home to Earth.

Last week, British astronaut Tim Peake returned
home from an incredible six month stay aboard
the ISS, alongside his crewmates Yuri
Malenchenko and Timothy Kopra. He is the first
British astronaut to have lived on the ISS.



Captions and Pictures

Photos and captions will help to tell the 
story by giving the reader a snapshot of 
what has happened, where it happened 
or who it happened to. 

What do you think 
a report using this

picture would 
be about?

A caption explains to the 
reader what is 
happening in a picture. 
The caption is usually 
placed underneath 
the picture.Next

Next

Next



Facts about the Main Events
A newspaper must give 
information that is factually 
correct about the events. Can 
you decide which of these 
sentences you think are facts 
and which are opinions? 

Captions and Pictures

Photos and captions will help to tell the 
story by giving the reader a snapshot of 
what has happened, where it happened 
or who it happened to. 

What do you think 
a report using this

picture would 
be about?

A caption explains to the 
reader what is 
happening in a picture. 
The caption is usually 
placed underneath 
the picture.

Next



The man had a beard and wore a black coat.

I am the smartest person in the class.

Yellow is the best colour.

You shouldn’t go swimming in the sea.

It took the runner 84 days to 
complete the extreme race.

Mrs James lives at 103 Blake Drive.

The truck arrived to pick up the jewels at 3 
o’clock.

Next

Next

Next

Next

Next

Next Next



I am the smartest 
person in the class.

Yellow is the best colour.

You shouldn’t go 
swimming in the sea.

It took the runner 84 
days to complete the 

extreme race.

Mrs James lives at 
103 Blake Drive.

The truck arrived to pick up 
the jewels at 3 o’clock.

The man had a beard and 
wore a black coat.

Next

Next Next

Next

Next

Next

Next

Next

The man had a beard and wore a black coat.

I am the smartest person in the class.

Yellow is the best colour.

You shouldn’t go swimming in the sea.

It took the runner 84 days to 
complete the extreme race.

Mrs James lives at 103 Blake Drive.

The truck arrived to pick up the jewels at 3 
o’clock.

Facts Opinions



Write in the Third Person and Past Tense

Third Person
Write about what happened to others (e.g. he, she, 
they, them, it), not from your own perspective.

Past Tense
Newspaper articles are normally an example of a 
recount text. They are written in the past tense as the 
event has already taken place.

Next

I am the smartest 
person in the class.

Yellow is the best colour.

You shouldn’t go 
swimming in the sea.

It took the runner 84 
days to complete the 

extreme race.

Mrs James lives at 
103 Blake Drive.

The truck arrived to pick up 
the jewels at 3 o’clock.

The man had a beard and 
wore a black coat.

Facts Opinions



Quotes

Quotations tell us what has been said and who has said it. They can help 
to make the story credible by giving the reader the opinions of the people 
involved. Remember to use inverted commas!

“
”

Next



During these checks, Peake was 
asked how it felt to be home, 
“The smells of Earth are so 
strong and it’s wonderful to be 
back in the fresh air.”

“We were all jumping around 
and dancing in the living room. 
We never believed it could 
happen again,” Alisha 
commented.

“Sally asked me to stop 
working because I was about to 
hit whatever she’d seen. I 
hadn’t even spotted them,” 
commented builder Karl Webb. 

Next

Next

“It’s a brilliant feeling. It’s been 
a long road. I’m happy, but I’m 
relieved. It’s great to be in the 
history books as one of the 
greatest. I’m proud of myself,” 
he told reporters. 

Next

Next



Concluding Paragraph

A concluding paragraph is often 
used to tell the reader what 
might happen next. 

Next



What do you think might happen 
next in this report about some very 
lucky lottery winners?

Next

Click next to reveal 
what happened next. The two winners have exclusively 

revealed that they’ll be donating 
£600 000 of their win to local, 
national and international 
charities. ‘They need the money 
more than we do,’ stated Mrs 
Mills, ‘we’ll treat ourselves to a 
nice meal out somewhere and give 
the rest to the family. We have our 
health and happiness so what 
more could we ask for?’

Next



What features do you need to 
remember to include in your 
newspaper report?

Take a look at this example, 
how many features can you find?

Next

TWINKL TIMES



What features do you need to 
remember to include in your 
newspaper report?

Take a look at this example, 
how many features can you find?

TWINKL TIMES

An interesting 
headline.

Next

An introductory 
paragraph
that includes the 
five Ws.

Next

TWINKL TIMES

Quotes are written 
as direct speech.

Facts about the 
main events.

Next

The name of the 
newspaper at the 
top of the page.

Next

Write in the third 
person and past 
tense.

Next

Next

A final concluding 
paragraph explains 
what might happen 
next.

Next
Captions are added 
to pictures.

Next



 Can you spot the features being used?

Here is our model text



Model text –
Newspaper 

report





9 year-olds storm the palace in bid to help refugee boy
Yesterday afternoon saw a centuries old tradition in disarray, when the Changing of the Guards 
ceromony was disrupted by two nine-year-old children.  Breaking through the barriers, they 
attempted to give one of Her Majesty’s Palace guards a written note, asking the Queen to help them 
find the family of a refugee boy known only as  ’Ahmet’. 

The decisive actions of these children has served to remind us all of the shameful hesitency and fear 
which often govern people’s actions – and those of the government. The girl, who was taken into an 
ambulance to check for injuries, cried out, ”I just needed to make sure the Queen got our letter 
before the gates close.”  Those close by did not hear the response from the other child involved.  Both 
looked shocked by the reaction of the guards.

One witness stated that they were hoping their actions might inspire political leaders to support the 
plight of refugee children across the world. 

We appeal to you all to not let the brave actions of these children be in vain.  Help us find Ahmet’s 
family.  

Reported by Sonny Day

WHO IS AHMET? 
AND HOW CAN WE HELP?
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ceromony was disrupted by two nine-year-old children.  Breaking through the barriers, they 
attempted to give one of Her Majesty’s Palace guards a written note, asking the Queen to help them 
find the family of a refugee boy known only as  ’Ahmet’.

The decisive actions of these children has served to remind us all of the shameful hesitency and fear 
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WHO IS AHMET? 
AND HOW CAN WE HELP?



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can retrieve and infer information. 

 I can justify a personal opinion.

 I can recognise direct speech. 

Week 4 Tuesday



9 year-olds storm the palace in bid to help refugee boy
Yesterday afternoon saw a centuries old tradition in disarray, when the Changing of the Guards 
ceromony was disrupted by two nine-year-old children.  Breaking through the barriers, they 
attempted to give one of Her Majesty’s Palace guards a written note, asking the Queen to help them 
find the family of a refugee boy known only as  ’Ahmet’. 
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family.  

Reported by Sonny Day

WHO IS AHMET? 
AND HOW CAN WE HELP?



 What did you like about the newspaper report?
 What did you dislike about the newspaper report?
 What patterns did you spot?
 What puzzles you?

Tell me…



Go through these questions and decide which are retrieval, inference or other.
 When did the incident take place?
 What was the incident?
 Who was taken to an ambulance?
 Why?
 What is the purpose of the report?  How do you know?
 What does the word disarray do to the sentence?
 What bias can you gain from this article?  Is it in favour of the actions of the 

children or against?  Find evidence to justify your answer.
 Why have they included the sentence ‘Both children looked shocked by the 

reaction of the guards.’? 
 What does the word ‘plight’ mean?
 Why are questions used in the headlines?

Comprehension practise…



9 year-olds storm the palace in bid to help refugee boy
Yesterday afternoon saw a centuries old tradition in disarray, when the Changing of the Guards 
ceromony was disrupted by two nine-year-old children.  Breaking through the barriers, they 
attempted to give one of Her Majesty’s Palace guards a written note, asking the Queen to help them 
find the family of a refugee boy known only as  ’Ahmet’. 

The decisive actions of these children has served to remind us all of the shameful hesitency and fear 
which often govern people’s actions – and those of the government. The girl, who was taken into an 
ambulance to check for injuries, cried out, ”I just needed to make sure the Queen got our letter 
before the gates close.”  Those close by did not hear the response from the other child involved.  Both 
looked shocked by the reaction of the guards.

One witness stated that they were hoping their actions might inspire political leaders to support the 
plight of refugee children across the world. 

We appeal to you all to not let the brave actions of these children be in vain.  Help us find Ahmet’s 
family.  

Reported by Sonny Day

WHO IS AHMET? 
AND HOW CAN WE HELP?



 The exact words spoken by someone show using 
speech marks. 

The girl, who was taken into an ambulance to check for 
injuries, cried out, ”I just needed to make sure the Queen 
got our letter before the gates close.”

Direct speech



Imagine we interviewed a person who had travelled 
miles on holiday to see the changing of the guard.

Imagine they were upset that their holiday had been 
ruined by the selfish children.

Imagine they were scared and frightened by the police 
rushing in and an ambulance on the scene.

Imagine we interviewed someone 
else…



What might they say if they were interviewed?

Imagine we interviewed someone 
else…



 One woman on the scene said, “It was so scary to see the police arrive.  
Those children were silly and selfish to have ruined my holiday.”

 A lady, who was watching the changing of the guards as part of her holiday, 
commented, “Where were the children’s parents?  They should never have 
been allowed in London unsupervised!”

 Mrs Jackson, an elderly woman who loves to visit the palace each year with 
her husband, remarked, “Why do children think they have the right to just do 
what they want?  When I was younger, I just did what I was told!”

How could we put this into a 
sentence as direct speech?



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can offer ideas and collaborate.  

 I can recognise bias.

Week 4 Wednesday



9 year-olds storm the palace in bid to help refugee boy
Yesterday afternoon saw a centuries old tradition in disarray, when the Changing of the Guards 
ceromony was disrupted by two nine-year-old children.  Breaking through the barriers, they 
attempted to give one of Her Majesty’s Palace guards a written note, asking the Queen to help them 
find the family of a refugee boy known only as  ’Ahmet’. 

The decisive actions of these children has served to remind us all of the shameful hesitency and fear 
which often govern people’s actions – and those of the government. The girl, who was taken into an 
ambulance to check for injuries, cried out, ”I just needed to make sure the Queen got our letter 
before the gates close.”  Those close by did not hear the response from the other child involved.  Both 
looked shocked by the reaction of the guards.

One witness stated that they were hoping their actions might inspire political leaders to support the 
plight of refugee children across the world. 

We appeal to you all to not let the brave actions of these children be in vain.  Help us find Ahmet’s 
family.  

Reported by Sonny Day

WHO IS AHMET? 
AND HOW CAN WE HELP?



 Imagine the newspaper reporter was not in favour of 
what the children did.

 How could the report be written to show this?

 Who could they interview?

 What words could be used to show no sympathy?

Think about bias…



ClosingIndirectDirectOpeningHeadline

Schools should 
be teaching 
more about 
respect and 
being in school

Children – not 
sorry for 
actions 

Lady – upset 
for disruption

Who – children
What – gave 
letter to guards
When –
yesterday
Where – palace 
Why – not 
going to be 
mentioned 

Silly children 
endanger our 
Queen

Planning from a different viewpoint



Yesterday morning, two foolish school pupils absconded from school in an attempt to cause harm to our 
Queen.  The rebels brazenly marched up to the palace and interfered with the royal ceremony of the 
changing of the guards.  Luckily, the police intervened quickly to apprehend the villains. 

A lady, who was watching the changing of the guards as part of her holiday, commented, “Where were 
the children’s parents?  They should never have been allowed in London unsupervised!” She had spent a 
years savings to visit London to see this royal spectacle and felt so sad that it had been ruined by a few 
silly children thinking they know better.

The pair have now been returned home, via a police car, and will be seriously reprimanded by the school 
and their parents.  However, it seems the pupils have no regrets for their actions as they were overheard 
laughing about what had happened and feeling quite disappointed that they had not actually met the 
queen. 

We appeal to all schools to work harder with their pupils to understand how to respect systems and the 
need to be in school everyday. 

Reported by 
Mr B Ias

Silly children endanger our Queen



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can write a newspaper report.

 I can use direct speech.

 I can recognise my own bias. 

Week 4 Thursday



You could write as either:

 Mr B Ias (showing anger / disappointment / 
frustration at the Queen’s interference)

Or
 Sonny Day (showing delight / wonder / appreciation 

at the Queen’s support)

Think about the follow up report that could be 
written when Ahmet’s parents have been 

found.



Planning 

ClosingIndirectDirectOpeningHeadline



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can complete my report.

 I can use my computing skills to edit and improve my 
writing while publishing it. 

 I can select appropriate pictures that support my bias and 
perspective. 

Week 4 Friday



 Think about Bold / Underline / Columns / Font size / 
Font style / Picture choice / Caption for picture

Use Publisher or Word



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can retrieve, infer, summarise, explain.

 I can research using books and computers. 

Week 5 Monday 



Recapping the story in chapters…









 https://www.refugeecouncil.org.uk/information/refug
ee-asylum-facts/the-truth-about-asylum/



 See model text for info



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can speak with confidence and prosody.

 I can recognise features of a non-chronological 
report. 

Week 5 Tuesday 







 Title – clearly showing what the text is about 
 Subheadings – questions to draw readers in and help 

them find the information quickly in the relevant 
sections

 Topic sentences – clearly explaining the paragraph
 Facts – unbiased 
 Third person – formal language – present tense 

Can you find the key features in the 
model text?



Title

Subheadings

Topic sentences 



 Facts

 Third person

 Formal language 

 Present tense



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can work collaboratively.

 I can organise ideas.  

Week 5 Wednesday 



Closing P3P2P1OpeningTitle

Why is 
helping 
refugees 
important?

What do 
refugees 
do?

What are 
refugee 
camps?

Why do 
people 
become 
refugees?

What is a 
refugee?

Refugees

Shared writing 



What Is a Refugee?
A refugee is a person who is seeking a safe haven 
after being forced to flee violence, persecution or 
war. Refugees are defined and protected in 
international law. Seeking asylum is not a crime. 
While every refugee is initially an asylum seeker, not 
every asylum seeker will ultimately be recognized as a 
refugee.

Refugees 



People become refugees for a number of different 
reasons, including: persecution, war and political 
violence. For well over a decade, the number of 
people forced to flee their homes because 
of conflict and persecution has steadily increased. In 
2012, these numbers spiked, resulting in what is now 
recognized as a global refugee crisis.

Why do people become refugees?



Refugee camps are temporary settlements created to 
provide refugees with immediate aid and 
protection. Forced from home, refugees are often left 
with little to call their own. Lacking food, clean water, 
clothing and proper hygiene supplies, refugee 
children and their families are vulnerable to disease, 
abuse and worse.  There are refugee camps all over 
the world.

What are refugee camps and why are 
they created?



Refugee's lives have been thrown into a state of 
chaos because of what they experienced in their 
home countries prior to displacement, as well as on 
their journeys to find safety. Like anyone, refugees 
need food, shelter and the opportunity to thrive. But 
after leaving everything behind and without livelihood 
opportunities to earn an income, many refugees 
struggle to survive.

What do refugees do?



The COVID-19 pandemic has demonstrated that people are living 
in an extremely interconnected world and must focus on the 
fate of everyone around the world, especially children.
This unprecedented disruption to children's education and rising 
poverty caused by the COVID-19 pandemic could force at least 
9.7 million children out of school forever, with girls, refugees, 
and internally displaced children most affected.   With 26 million 
men, women, and children now forced to flee their home 
countries due to conflict and persecution, it's more important 
than ever to take action to help improve the lives of refugees. 

Why Is Helping Refugees Important?



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can plan a non-chronological report.

 I can write a non-chronological report. 

Week 5 Thursday 



What Is a Refugee?

A refugee is a person who has been 
forced to leave their country.

An asylum seeker is someone who has 
left their country of origin and formally 
applied for protection in another 
country but whose application has not 
yet been decided.

I wonder what a
refugee is?



Why Would Somebody Become
a Refugee?

There are many different reasons why a person would become a refugee.

A person may 
leave their home 
because of a war.

A natural disaster such as a 
flood, earthquake or 

volcanic eruption may 
cause a person to flee.

A person may escape 
their home to avoid 

persecution.



Persecution.
Dictionary Definition

Persecution is experiencing hostility and ill-
treatment, especially because of race or 

political or religious beliefs.



What Would Happen to a Refugee?

When a refugee escapes from their 
home and country, they travel to 
another place where they will
feel safe.

Often, people travel for days or weeks 
to arrive at the country.

Sometimes people walk; other times 
they travel by car, lorry or boat.



I wonder what a 
refugee would take 

with them?

As they are travelling for a 
long time, refugees usually 

take very little. They only take 
things that are vital and 

precious.



What Is a Refugee Camp Like?

When a refugee enters a new 
country, they may try to get into a 
refugee camp. Often there are big 
queues.

They have to stay in these camps 
until their application
to stay in the country has
been agreed.

Once this has been agreed, a refugee has received refugee status.

Photo courtesy of DFID - UK Department for International Development (@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence – attribution



What Must it be Like to Leave
Your Home?

Ali is a ten year old boy from Afghanistan. He had 
to leave his home and become a refugee. Watch 

the video to find out more.



Think About It…
How do you think Ali felt when he had to leave his parents?

Would it have been safe to stay with his parents?



History of Refugees
During the First World War and the Second World War, many refugees came to 
the United Kingdom.

Photo courtesy of Kessell (Lt), War Office official photographer [Public domain], via Wikimedia Commons- granted under creative commons licence – attribution



Current Refugees
Currently, there are more refugees due to war and persecution than ever before 
in world history. Over 65 million people are refugees, of which over half are 
children.

Syria

UgandaRwanda

Bangladesh

Greece



Current Refugees
Jordan: In 2015, hundreds of thousands of people arrived in Jordan
as refugees.

Uganda: Over two million people from Sudan have fled to Uganda
as refugees. 

Rwanda: Thousands of people are in refugee camps. There is not enough food 
and water so people are facing health problems.

Greece: Charities are working in Greece to help refugees. Nearly half a million 
people have been helped.

Bangladesh: Thousands of people have entered Bangladesh, escaping 
persecution in Mynamar.



Closing P3P2P1OpeningTitle

Independent planning 



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can complete my information text.

 I can edit and improve my writing.

 I can discuss why I selected the information I 
selected. 

Week 5 Friday 



 Title
 Subheadings as questions
 Topic sentences
 Present tense
 Formal language
 Third person
 Pictures with captions

Features



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can speak with confidence and fluency.

 I can recognise different vocabulary choices for ‘look’ 
and how these create emotions. 

Week 6 Monday 



‘The new boy probably thought there was something wrong with me too, but it’s 
hard to stop staring at new people – especially when they have eyes like a lion’s.’ 

‘stare’, ‘stared intensely’, ‘stared open-mouthed’, ‘glance’, ‘gaze lovingly’, ‘peer’, 
‘gape’, ‘glimpse’, ‘scan’, ‘inspect’, ‘bore a hole…’, ‘gawk’, ‘goggle’, ‘glare’

How would these make you feel?

‘irritated’, ‘shy’, ‘awkward’, ‘overwhelmed’, ‘special’, ‘important’, ‘angry’

Words for ‘look’…







 Likes?
 Dislikes?
 Puzzles?
 Patterns?

Tell me…



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can respond to poetry and understand the purpose 
behind it. 

Week 6 Tuesday 











Syrian doves croon above my head
their call cries in my eyes.
I’m trying to design a country
that will go with my poetry
and not get in the way when I’m thinking,
where soldiers don’t walk over my face.
I’m trying to design a country
which will be worthy of me if I’m ever a poet
and make allowances if I burst into tears.
I’m trying to design a City
of Love, Peace, Concord and Virtue,
free of mess, war, wreckage and misery.

Oh Syria, my love
I hear your moaning
in the cries of the doves.
I hear your screaming cry.
I left your land and merciful soil
And your fragrance of jasmine
My wing is broken like your wing.

I am from Syria
From a land where people pick up a discarded piece of bread
So that it does not get trampled on
From a place where a mother teaches her son not to step on an 
ant at the end of the day.
From a place where a teenager hides his cigarette from his old 
brother out of respect.
From a place where old ladies would water jasmine trees at 
dawn.
From the neighbours’ coffee in the morning
From: after you, aunt; as you wish, uncle; with pleasure, sister…
From a place which endured, which waited, which is still waiting 
for relief.

Syria.
I will not write poetry for anyone else.

Can anyone teach me how to make a homeland?
Heartfelt thanks if you can, heartiest thanks,
from the house-sparrows, the apple-trees of Syria,
and yours very sincerely.

Lament for Syria 
by Amineh Abou Kerech



 Likes?
 Dislikes?
 Patterns?
 Puzzles?

Tell me…



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can recognise figurative language. 

Week 6 Wednesday 



What Is Figurative Language?

Figurative language is a way of using words to compare something to something 
else – beyond the literal meaning.

Figurative language is used for emphasis and impact.

I’ve told you a million times to clean your room!

She ran as fast as lightning.

His team was on top of the world after winning the 
championship game.



Why Use Figurative Language?

Figurative language makes our writing more interesting. It also helps the reader 
create a mental image of our meaning.

Which sounds more interesting?

We are alike.

OR

We are two peas in a pod.



Types of Figurative Language

Here are a few types we will discuss:

simile

metaphor

personification

hyperbole



Simile

A simile compares two things by using the words “like” or “as.”

Your eyes sparkle like diamonds.

The classroom looked like a tornado had gone through!

I tiptoed as quietly as a mouse.

Similes always include the words “like” or “as.”



Metaphor

A metaphor compares one thing to another without using “like” or “as.”

Laughter is music for the soul.

You are my sunshine.

Those ideas are food for thought.

Metaphors say one thing is another.



Personification

Personification gives human qualities to animals, 
non-living objects, or ideas.

The stars danced in the sky.

In the jungle, the lion sings tonight.

That cake is calling my name.

Personification gives something non-human the qualities of a person.



Hyperbole

Hyperbole is obvious exaggeration to make a point.

She knows everything about math!

You are the best teacher in the entire universe.

My hands are ice cold!

Similes and metaphors can also be examples of hyperbole. 



Quiz

Can you correctly identify the type of 
figurative language?



Simile, Metaphor, Personification, or Hyperbole?

My phone shouted at me from the other side of the room.

personification



Simile, Metaphor, Personification, or Hyperbole?

His heart was broken.

metaphor



Simile, Metaphor, Personification, or Hyperbole?

Your name sounds like music to my ears!

simile



Simile, Metaphor, Personification, or Hyperbole?

There’s no river wide enough to keep me from getting to you.

hyperbole



Question:

Why do you think we use 
figurative language 

in poetry?



Question:

Can you find some figurative 
language examples in our 

model text and in our poem by 
Amineh? 



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can write my own free verse poem. 

Week 6 Thursday 



Poems are a way to express emotions.

Think about our story and our understanding of refugees.

Brainstorm some ideas about how you have felt learning about these concepts.

Write lines on paper that express this.

Include some figurative language to support you.

Lay your paper out in front of you and organise it so it has some flow.  Keep 
moving ideas and lines around until you are happy and then copy them into your 
book.

Share you poems with the class or a partner. 

Listen to other poems to see if the same emotions and feelings have been felt.

Emotions / feelings / responses…



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can reflect on my learning this term. 

Week 6 Friday 



 What have you achieved?
 What have you enjoyed?
 What have been your 

strengths?
 What have you improved?
 What are you going to keep 

working on?

The Boy at the Back of the Class


