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Overview



Writing outcomes

 Discussion text

 Alternative ending

 Human relationship poem

SPAG focus

 Present tense recap

 generalisers

 contrasting conjunctions

 additional conjunctions

 speech recap

 conditionals

 formal tone and register

 direct and indirect speech

 Cohesion

 subordinate clause

 Commas to mark clauses 

Writing outcomes and SPAG focus 



NC objectives



Genre objectives

Imagery / Narrative / Non-sense / Free verse / Classic / 
Performance 

Poetry Expectations Year 6
Interpret poems, explaining how the poet creates shades of meaning; 
justify own views and explain underlying themes
Explain the impact of figurative and expressive language, including 
metaphor
Comment on poems’ structures and how these influence meaning
Vary pitch, pace volume, rhythm and expression in relation to the poem’s 
meaning and form
Use actions, sound effects, musical patterns, images and dramatic 
interpretation, varying presentations by using ICT
Use language imaginatively to create surreal, surprising, amusing and 
inventive poetry
Use simple metaphors and personification to create poems based on real 
or imagined experience
Select pattern or form to match meaning and own voice
Reading poetry (subject matter and theme / language use / style / pattern)

Performing poetry ( use of voice / presentation)

Creating poetry ( original playfulness with language and ideas / detailed 
recreation of closely observed experience / using different patterns)

Discussion Expectations Y6
Use addition conjunctions 
Use contrast conjunctions
Use conclusion conjunctions
Use generalisers 
Use words to introduce opinions 
Paragraph 1 – What is being discussed and 
why does it matter?

Paragraph 2 – Reasons for

Paragraph 3 – Reasons against

Paragraph 4 – State what you think is right 
and give reasons



 Link below
https://clpe.org.uk/system/files/Wonder%20-
%20TS%202017_0.pdf

Please read the POR unit plan in full





 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can give opinions about a text and justify these 
opinions.

Week 1 Monday 



Read Chapter 1 of Wonder
Ordinary





 What do you like about the story so far?  Why

 What do you dislike about the story so far?  Why

 What patterns have you noticed?

 What puzzles you?

Tell me…



 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QOXDD3atWco

Reactions… 

Book trailer…



 Learning Objectives

I can create notes for research that are concise and 
accurate.
I can extend my knowledge of different language and 
use new words in the correct context.

Week 1 Tuesday 



 Interview: R.J. Palacio, Author Of 'Wonder' : NPR

Interview with the author…



Research



Should Auggie wear his space helmet at all times?
Auggie, an ordinary boy with an extraordinary face, is a 10 year old whose physical 
features have caused him much anxiety.  As a defence mechanism, he wears a space 
helmet to cover his rare facial deformity.  Up until now, he has been reluctant to remove 
this, but he realises the time has come where he must decide if this is his future.

On the one hand, some people may feel that by removing the space helmet, Auggie could 
maybe be exposed to embarrassment.  This may come in the form of staring or even 
curious individuals asking inappropriate and personal questions.  Additionally, any ridicule
could bruise his already fragile confidence and self-esteem.     Finally, children may go 
further and torment Auggie due to their lack of understanding of his medical condition.  

On the other hand, other people may feel strongly that Auggie is hiding beneath a space 
helmet and not being true to himself.  They believe that by removing this security, he 
might be viewed as a role model to others who could benefit from seeing someone take 
control of their own identity.  Lastly, is this in fact and opportunity for the community / 
humanity to show its support and inclusivity for those who are seen as different.  

In conclusion, while appreciating the fact that Auggie feels he needs this protective mask, I 
feel that for him to grow as a person and embrace his uniqueness, he should remove his 
helmet. 



extraordinary

physical features

defence mechanism

deformity

reluctant

ridicule

torment

humanity

inclusivity

Match these definitions to the vocabulary. 

very unusual or remarkable 

aspects of appearance 

an automatic reaction to avoid conflict 

a mis-shaped part of the body

unwilling to do something

make fun of
to cause or experience suffering

the human race

equal access and opportunities 



extraordinary

physical features

defence mechanism

deformity

reluctant

ridicule

torment

humanity

inclusivity

Answers. 

very unusual or remarkable 

aspects of appearance 

an automatic reaction to avoid conflict 

a mis-shaped part of the body

unwilling to do something

make fun of

to cause or experience suffering

the human race

equal access and opportunities 



Reader Chapter 2 of Wonder
Why I didn’t go to school



Next week I start fifth grade. Since I’ve never been to a real school before, I am pretty much totally and completely 
petrified. People think I haven’t gone to school because of the way I look, but it’s not that. It’s because of all the surgeries
I’ve had. Twenty- seven since I was born. The bigger ones happened before I was even four years old, so I don’t 
remember those. But I’ve had two or three surgeries every year since then (some big, some small), and because I’m little 
for my age, and I have some other medical mysteries that doctors never really figured out, I used to get sick a lot. That’s 
why my parents decided it was better if I didn’t go to school. I’m much stronger now, though. The last surgery I had was 
eight months ago, and I probably won’t have to have any more for another couple of years.
Mom homeschools me. She used to be a children’s-book illustrator. She draws really great fairies and mermaids. Her boy 
stuff isn’t so hot, though. She once tried to draw me a Darth Vader, but it ended up looking like some weird mushroom-
shaped robot. I haven’t seen her draw anything in a long time. I think she’s too busy taking care of me and Via.
I can’t say I always wanted to go to school because that wouldn’t be exactly true. What I wanted was to go to school, but 
only if I could be like every other kid going to school. Have lots of friends and hang out after school and stuff like that.
I have a few really good friends now. Christopher is my best friend, followed by Zachary and Alex. We’ve known each 
other since we were babies. And since they’ve always known me the way I am, they’re used to me. When we were little, 
we used to have playdates all the time, but then Christopher moved to Bridgeport in Connecticut. That’s more than an 
hour away from where I live in North River Heights, which is at the top tip of Manhattan. And Zachary and Alex started 
going to school. It’s funny: even though Christopher’s the one who moved far away, I still see him more than I see Zachary 
and Alex. They have all these new friends now. If we bump into each other on the street, they’re still nice to me, though. 
They always say hello.
I have other friends, too, but not as good as Christopher and Zack and Alex were. For instance, Zack and Alex always 
invited me to their birthday parties when we were little, but Joel and Eamonn and Gabe never did. Emma invited me 
once, but I haven’t seen her in a long time. And, of course, I always go to Christopher’s birthday. Maybe I’m making too 
big a deal about birthday parties.

Ch 2 - Why I Didn’t Go to School



 Learning Objectives

I can recognise language features and text features of a 
discussion text. 

Week 1 Wednesday 



Should Auggie wear his space helmet at all times?
Auggie, an ordinary boy with an extraordinary face, is a 10 year old whose physical 
features have caused him much anxiety.  As a defence mechanism, he wears a space 
helmet to cover his rare facial deformity.  Up until now, he has been reluctant to remove 
this, but he realises the time has come where he must decide if this is his future.

On the one hand, some people may feel that by removing the space helmet, Auggie could 
maybe be exposed to embarrassment.  This may come in the form of staring or even 
curious individuals asking inappropriate and personal questions.  Additionally, any ridicule 
could bruise his already fragile confidence and self-esteem.     Finally, children may go 
further and torment Auggie due to their lack of understanding of his medical condition.  

On the other hand, other people may feel strongly that Auggie is hiding beneath a space 
helmet and not being true to himself.  They believe that by removing this security, he 
might be viewed as a role model to others who could benefit from seeing someone take 
control of their own identity.  Lastly, is this in fact and opportunity for the community / 
humanity  to show its support and inclusivity for those who are seen as different.  

In conclusion, while appreciating the fact that Auggie feels he needs this protective mask, I 
feel that for him to grow as a person and embrace his uniqueness, he should remove his 
helmet. 

What text features can you see?  How it the text structured?



Should Auggie wear his space helmet at all times?
Auggie, an ordinary boy with an extraordinary face, is a 10 year old whose physical 
features have caused him much anxiety.  As a defence mechanism, he wears a space 
helmet to cover his rare facial deformity.  Up until now, he has been reluctant to remove 
this, but he realises the time has come where he must decide if this is his future.

On the one hand, some people may feel that by removing the space helmet, Auggie could 
maybe be exposed to embarrassment.  This may come in the form of staring or even 
curious individuals asking inappropriate and personal questions.  Additionally, any ridicule 
could bruise his already fragile confidence and self-esteem.     Finally, children may go 
further and torment Auggie due to their lack of understanding of his medical condition.  

On the other hand, other people may feel strongly that Auggie is hiding beneath a space 
helmet and not being true to himself.  They believe that by removing this security, he 
might be viewed as a role model to others who could benefit from seeing someone take 
control of their own identity.  Lastly, is this in fact and opportunity for the community / 
humanity  to show its support and inclusivity for those who are seen as different.  

In conclusion, while appreciating the fact that Auggie feels he needs this protective mask, I 
feel that for him to grow as a person and embrace his uniqueness, he should remove his 
helmet. 

Did you notice the question in the title?



Should Auggie wear his space helmet at all times?
Auggie, an ordinary boy with an extraordinary face, is a 10 year old whose physical 
features have caused him much anxiety.  As a defence mechanism, he wears a space 
helmet to cover his rare facial deformity.  Up until now, he has been reluctant to remove 
this, but he realises the time has come where he must decide if this is his future.

On the one hand, some people may feel that by removing the space helmet, Auggie could 
maybe be exposed to embarrassment.  This may come in the form of staring or even 
curious individuals asking inappropriate and personal questions.  Additionally, any ridicule 
could bruise his already fragile confidence and self-esteem.     Finally, children may go 
further and torment Auggie due to their lack of understanding of his medical condition.  

On the other hand, other people may feel strongly that Auggie is hiding beneath a space 
helmet and not being true to himself.  They believe that by removing this security, he 
might be viewed as a role model to others who could benefit from seeing someone take 
control of their own identity.  Lastly, is this in fact and opportunity for the community / 
humanity  to show its support and inclusivity for those who are seen as different.  

In conclusion, while appreciating the fact that Auggie feels he needs this protective mask, I 
feel that for him to grow as a person and embrace his uniqueness, he should remove his 
helmet. 

The opening making it clear what is being discussed and why.



Should Auggie wear his space helmet at all times?
Auggie, an ordinary boy with an extraordinary face, is a 10 year old whose physical 
features have caused him much anxiety.  As a defence mechanism, he wears a space 
helmet to cover his rare facial deformity.  Up until now, he has been reluctant to remove 
this, but he realises the time has come where he must decide if this is his future.

On the one hand, some people may feel that by removing the space helmet, Auggie could 
maybe be exposed to embarrassment.  This may come in the form of staring or even 
curious individuals asking inappropriate and personal questions.  Additionally, any ridicule 
could bruise his already fragile confidence and self-esteem.     Finally, children may go 
further and torment Auggie due to their lack of understanding of his medical condition.

On the other hand, other people may feel strongly that Auggie is hiding beneath a space 
helmet and not being true to himself.  They believe that by removing this security, he 
might be viewed as a role model to others who could benefit from seeing someone take 
control of their own identity.  Lastly, is this in fact and opportunity for the community / 
humanity  to show its support and inclusivity for those who are seen as different.  

In conclusion, while appreciating the fact that Auggie feels he needs this protective mask, I 
feel that for him to grow as a person and embrace his uniqueness, he should remove his 
helmet. 

The second paragraph giving reasons for him wearing it?



Should Auggie wear his space helmet at all times?
Auggie, an ordinary boy with an extraordinary face, is a 10 year old whose physical 
features have caused him much anxiety.  As a defence mechanism, he wears a space 
helmet to cover his rare facial deformity.  Up until now, he has been reluctant to remove 
this, but he realises the time has come where he must decide if this is his future.

On the one hand, some people may feel that by removing the space helmet, Auggie could 
maybe be exposed to embarrassment.  This may come in the form of staring or even 
curious individuals asking inappropriate and personal questions.  Additionally, any ridicule 
could bruise his already fragile confidence and self-esteem.     Finally, children may go 
further and torment Auggie due to their lack of understanding of his medical condition.  

On the other hand, other people may feel strongly that Auggie is hiding beneath a space 
helmet and not being true to himself.  They believe that by removing this security, he 
might be viewed as a role model to others who could benefit from seeing someone take 
control of their own identity.  Lastly, is this in fact and opportunity for the community / 
humanity  to show its support and inclusivity for those who are seen as different.

In conclusion, while appreciating the fact that Auggie feels he needs this protective mask, I 
feel that for him to grow as a person and embrace his uniqueness, he should remove his 
helmet. 

The third paragraph giving reasons against wearing it.



Should Auggie wear his space helmet at all times?
Auggie, an ordinary boy with an extraordinary face, is a 10 year old whose physical 
features have caused him much anxiety.  As a defence mechanism, he wears a space 
helmet to cover his rare facial deformity.  Up until now, he has been reluctant to remove 
this, but he realises the time has come where he must decide if this is his future.

On the one hand, some people may feel that by removing the space helmet, Auggie could 
maybe be exposed to embarrassment.  This may come in the form of staring or even 
curious individuals asking inappropriate and personal questions.  Additionally, any ridicule 
could bruise his already fragile confidence and self-esteem.     Finally, children may go 
further and torment Auggie due to their lack of understanding of his medical condition.  

On the other hand, other people may feel strongly that Auggie is hiding beneath a space 
helmet and not being true to himself.  They believe that by removing this security, he 
might be viewed as a role model to others who could benefit from seeing someone take 
control of their own identity.  Lastly, is this in fact and opportunity for the community / 
humanity  to show its support and inclusivity for those who are seen as different.  

In conclusion, while appreciating the fact that Auggie feels he needs this protective mask, I 
feel that for him to grow as a person and embrace his uniqueness, he should remove his 
helmet.

A closing giving a summary of the points and a personal opinion.



Should Auggie wear his space helmet at all times?
Auggie, an ordinary boy with an extraordinary face, is a 10 year old whose physical 
features have caused him much anxiety.  As a defence mechanism, he wears a space 
helmet to cover his rare facial deformity.  Up until now, he has been reluctant to remove 
this, but he realises the time has come where he must decide if this is his future.

On the one hand, some people may feel that by removing the space helmet, Auggie could 
maybe be exposed to embarrassment.  This may come in the form of staring or even 
curious individuals asking inappropriate and personal questions.  Additionally, any ridicule 
could bruise his already fragile confidence and self-esteem.     Finally, children may go 
further and torment Auggie due to their lack of understanding of his medical condition.  

On the other hand, other people may feel strongly that Auggie is hiding beneath a space 
helmet and not being true to himself.  They believe that by removing this security, he 
might be viewed as a role model to others who could benefit from seeing someone take 
control of their own identity.  Lastly, is this in fact and opportunity for the community / 
humanity  to show its support and inclusivity for those who are seen as different.  

In conclusion, while appreciating the fact that Auggie feels he needs this protective mask, I 
feel that for him to grow as a person and embrace his uniqueness, he should remove his 
helmet. 

What language features can you see?  How are sentences formed?



Should Auggie wear his space helmet at all times?
Auggie, an ordinary boy with an extraordinary face, is a 10 year old whose physical 
features have caused him much anxiety.  As a defence mechanism, he wears a space 
helmet to cover his rare facial deformity.  Up until now, he has been reluctant to remove 
this, but he realises the time has come where he must decide if this is his future.

On the one hand, some people may feel that by removing the space helmet, Auggie could 
maybe be exposed to embarrassment.  This may come in the form of staring or even 
curious individuals asking inappropriate and personal questions.  Additionally, any ridicule 
could bruise his already fragile confidence and self-esteem.     Finally, children may go 
further and torment Auggie due to their lack of understanding of his medical condition.  

On the other hand, other people may feel strongly that Auggie is hiding beneath a space 
helmet and not being true to himself.  They believe that by removing this security, he 
might be viewed as a role model to others who could benefit from seeing someone take 
control of their own identity.  Lastly, is this in fact and opportunity for the community / 
humanity  to show its support and inclusivity for those who are seen as different.  

In conclusion, while appreciating the fact that Auggie feels he needs this protective mask, I 
feel that for him to grow as a person and embrace his uniqueness, he should remove his 
helmet. 

Did you recognise the use of present tense verbs?



Should Auggie wear his space helmet at all times?
Auggie, an ordinary boy with an extraordinary face, is a 10 year old whose physical 
features have caused him much anxiety.  As a defence mechanism, he wears a space 
helmet to cover his rare facial deformity.  Up until now, he has been reluctant to remove 
this, but he realises the time has come where he must decide if this is his future.

On the one hand, some people may feel that by removing the space helmet, Auggie could 
maybe be exposed to embarrassment.  This may come in the form of staring or even 
curious individuals asking inappropriate and personal questions.  Additionally, any ridicule 
could bruise his already fragile confidence and self-esteem.     Finally, children may go 
further and torment Auggie due to their lack of understanding of his medical condition.  

On the other hand, other people may feel strongly that Auggie is hiding beneath a space 
helmet and not being true to himself.  They believe that by removing this security, he 
might be viewed as a role model to others who could benefit from seeing someone take 
control of their own identity.  Lastly, is this in fact and opportunity for the community / 
humanity  to show its support and inclusivity for those who are seen as different.  

In conclusion, while appreciating the fact that Auggie feels he needs this protective mask, I 
feel that for him to grow as a person and embrace his uniqueness, he should remove his 
helmet. 

Did you recognise this is written in third person, until the final paragraph?



Should Auggie wear his space helmet at all times?
Auggie, an ordinary boy with an extraordinary face, is a 10 year old whose physical 
features have caused him much anxiety.  As a defence mechanism, he wears a space 
helmet to cover his rare facial deformity.  Up until now, he has been reluctant to remove 
this, but he realises the time has come where he must decide if this is his future.

On the one hand, some people may feel that by removing the space helmet, Auggie could 
maybe be exposed to embarrassment.  This may come in the form of staring or even 
curious individuals asking inappropriate and personal questions.  Additionally, any ridicule 
could bruise his already fragile confidence and self-esteem.     Finally, children may go 
further and torment Auggie due to their lack of understanding of his medical condition.  

On the other hand, other people may feel strongly that Auggie is hiding beneath a space 
helmet and not being true to himself.  They believe that by removing this security, he 
might be viewed as a role model to others who could benefit from seeing someone take 
control of their own identity.  Lastly, is this in fact and opportunity for the community / 
humanity  to show its support and inclusivity for those who are seen as different.  

In conclusion, while appreciating the fact that Auggie feels he needs this protective mask, I 
feel that for him to grow as a person and embrace his uniqueness, he should remove his 
helmet. 

Did you notice sequencing phrases across the text but also within paragraphs for cohesion?



Should Auggie wear his space helmet at all times?
Auggie, an ordinary boy with an extraordinary face, is a 10 year old whose physical 
features have caused him much anxiety.  As a defence mechanism, he wears a space 
helmet to cover his rare facial deformity.  Up until now, he has been reluctant to remove 
this, but he realises the time has come where he must decide if this is his future.

On the one hand, some people may feel that by removing the space helmet, Auggie could 
maybe be exposed to embarrassment.  This may come in the form of staring or even 
curious individuals asking inappropriate and personal questions.  Additionally, any ridicule 
could bruise his already fragile confidence and self-esteem.     Finally, children may go 
further and torment Auggie due to their lack of understanding of his medical condition.  

On the other hand, other people may feel strongly that Auggie is hiding beneath a space 
helmet and not being true to himself.  They believe that by removing this security, he 
might be viewed as a role model to others who could benefit from seeing someone take 
control of their own identity.  Lastly, is this in fact and opportunity for the community / 
humanity  to show its support and inclusivity for those who are seen as different.  

In conclusion, while appreciating the fact that Auggie feels he needs this protective mask, I 
feel that for him to grow as a person and embrace his uniqueness, he should remove his 
helmet. 

Did you notice three reasons for and three reasons against?



Should Auggie wear his space helmet at all times?
Auggie, an ordinary boy with an extraordinary face, is a 10 year old whose physical 
features have caused him much anxiety.  As a defence mechanism, he wears a space 
helmet to cover his rare facial deformity.  Up until now, he has been reluctant to remove 
this, but he realises the time has come where he must decide if this is his future.

On the one hand, some people may feel that by removing the space helmet, Auggie could 
maybe be exposed to embarrassment.  This may come in the form of staring or even 
curious individuals asking inappropriate and personal questions.  Additionally, any ridicule 
could bruise his already fragile confidence and self-esteem.     Finally, children may go 
further and torment Auggie due to their lack of understanding of his medical condition.  

On the other hand, other people may feel strongly that Auggie is hiding beneath a space 
helmet and not being true to himself.  They believe that by removing this security, he 
might be viewed as a role model to others who could benefit from seeing someone take 
control of their own identity.  Lastly, is this in fact and opportunity for the community / 
humanity to show its support and inclusivity for those who are seen as different.  

In conclusion, while appreciating the fact that Auggie feels he needs this protective mask, I 
feel that for him to grow as a person and embrace his uniqueness, he should remove his 
helmet. 

Did you spot generalisers?



Should Auggie wear his space helmet at all times?
Auggie, an ordinary boy with an extraordinary face, is a 10 year old whose physical 
features have caused him much anxiety.  As a defence mechanism, he wears a space 
helmet to cover his rare facial deformity.  Up until now, he has been reluctant to remove 
this, but he realises the time has come where he must decide if this is his future.

On the one hand, some people may feel that by removing the space helmet, Auggie could 
maybe be exposed to embarrassment.  This may come in the form of staring or even 
curious individuals asking inappropriate and personal questions.  Additionally, any ridicule 
could bruise his already fragile confidence and self-esteem.     Finally, children may go 
further and torment Auggie due to their lack of understanding of his medical condition.  

On the other hand, other people may feel strongly that Auggie is hiding beneath a space 
helmet and not being true to himself.  They believe that by removing this security, he 
might be viewed as a role model to others who could benefit from seeing someone take 
control of their own identity.  Lastly, is this in fact an opportunity for the community / 
humanity  to show its support and inclusivity for those who are seen as different.  

In conclusion, while appreciating the fact that Auggie feels he needs this protective mask, I 
feel that for him to grow as a person and embrace his uniqueness, he should remove his 
helmet. 

The use of modal verbs.



Should Auggie wear his space helmet at all times?
Auggie, an ordinary boy with an extraordinary face, is a 10 year old whose physical 
features have caused him much anxiety.  As a defence mechanism, he wears a space 
helmet to cover his rare facial deformity.  Up until now, he has been reluctant to remove 
this, but he realises the time has come where he must decide if this is his future.

On the one hand, some people may feel that by removing the space helmet, Auggie could 
maybe be exposed to embarrassment.  This may come in the form of staring or even 
curious individuals asking inappropriate and personal questions.  Additionally, any ridicule 
could bruise his already fragile confidence and self-esteem.     Finally, children may go 
further and torment Auggie due to their lack of understanding of his medical condition.  

On the other hand, other people may feel strongly that Auggie is hiding beneath a space 
helmet and not being true to himself.  They believe that by removing this security, he 
might be viewed as a role model to others who could benefit from seeing someone take 
control of their own identity.  Lastly, is this in fact and opportunity for the community / 
humanity  to show its support and inclusivity for those who are seen as different.  

In conclusion, while appreciating the fact that Auggie feels he needs this protective mask, I 
feel that for him to grow as a person and embrace his uniqueness, he should remove his 
helmet. 

Did you spot contrast conjunctions?



Should Auggie wear his space helmet at all times?
Auggie, an ordinary boy with an extraordinary face, is a 10 year old whose physical 
features have caused him much anxiety.  As a defence mechanism, he wears a space 
helmet to cover his rare facial deformity.  Up until now, he has been reluctant to remove 
this, but he realises the time has come where he must decide if this is his future.

On the one hand, some people may feel that by removing the space helmet, Auggie could 
maybe be exposed to embarrassment.  This may come in the form of staring or even 
curious individuals asking inappropriate and personal questions.  Additionally, any ridicule 
could bruise his already fragile confidence and self-esteem.     Finally, children may go 
further and torment Auggie due to their lack of understanding of his medical condition.  

On the other hand, other people may feel strongly that Auggie is hiding beneath a space 
helmet and not being true to himself.  They believe that by removing this security, he 
might be viewed as a role model to others who could benefit from seeing someone take 
control of their own identity.  Lastly, is this in fact and opportunity for the community / 
humanity  to show its support and inclusivity for those who are seen as different.  

In conclusion, while appreciating the fact that Auggie feels he needs this protective mask, I 
feel that for him to grow as a person and embrace his uniqueness, he should remove his 
helmet. 

Did you spot additional conjunctions?



Learning objectives

I can recognise main clauses and subordinate clauses.
I can use commas to mark clauses and phrases. 

Week 1 Thursday 



Clause – The girl ran.

Phrase – the pretty, kind girl

What is a clause and what is a 
phrase?



Clause – The girl ran.

A clause has a verb.

Phrase – the pretty, kind girl

A phrase has no verb.

Did you spot the difference?



On the other hand, other people may feel strongly that 
Auggie is hiding beneath a space helmet and not being 
true to himself.

This is signally to the reader that contrasting information 
is coming up.

Clauses and phrases are added to 
sentences to create effects.



Auggie, an ordinary boy with an extraordinary face, is a 10 
year old whose physical features have caused him much 
anxiety.

This is giving additional needed detail about a character.

Clauses and phrases are added to 
sentences to create effects.



I feel that for him to grow as a person and embrace his 
uniqueness, he should remove his helmet.

This is giving justification for a view or standpoint.

Clauses and phrases are added to 
sentences to create effects.



Auggie, an ordinary boy with an extraordinary face, is a 10 
year old whose physical features have caused him much 
anxiety.

Which clause is the main and which is 
the subordinate?  Explain how you 

know.



Auggie, an ordinary boy with an extraordinary face, is a 10 
year old whose physical features have caused him much 
anxiety.

Would this clause be able to stand 
on its own as a sentence?



Auggie, an ordinary boy with an extraordinary face, is a 10 
year old whose physical features have caused him much 
anxiety.

Would this clause be able to stand 
on its own as a sentence?



Auggie, an ordinary boy with an extraordinary face, is a 10 
year old whose physical features have caused him much 
anxiety.

Auggie is a 10 year old whose physical features have 
caused him much anxiety. main clause

an ordinary boy with an extraordinary face, subordinate 
clause

Which clause is the main and which is 
the subordinate?  Explain how you 

know.



As a defence mechanism, he wears a space helmet to 
cover his rare facial deformity.

Which clause is the main and which is 
the subordinate?  Explain how you 

know.



As a defence mechanism, he wears a space helmet to 
cover his rare facial deformity.

Would this clause be able to stand 
on its own as a sentence?



As a defence mechanism, he wears a space helmet to 
cover his rare facial deformity.

Would this clause be able to stand 
on its own as a sentence?



As a defence mechanism, he wears a space helmet to 
cover his rare facial deformity.

As a defence mechanism, subordinate clause

he wears a space helmet to cover his rare facial deformity.  
main clause

Which clause is the main and which is 
the subordinate?  Explain how you 

know.



Auggie, an ordinary boy with an extraordinary face, is a 10 
year old whose physical features have caused him much 
anxiety.

As a defence mechanism, he wears a space helmet to 
cover his rare facial deformity.

Did you notice the subordinate 
clauses were in different places?



Auggie, an ordinary boy with an extraordinary face, is a 10 
year old whose physical features have caused him much 
anxiety.

As a defence mechanism, he wears a space helmet to 
cover his rare facial deformity.

On the first sentence the clause is 
embedded and two commas are 

needed.



Auggie, an ordinary boy with an extraordinary face, is a 10 
year old whose physical features have caused him much 
anxiety.

As a defence mechanism, he wears a space helmet to 
cover his rare facial deformity.

On the second sentence the clause is 
at the front with only 1 comma 

needed.



 Auggie wore his helmet.

 School was a scary thought.

 Via decided she would take part in the school play. 

 Auggie wished to be ordinary. 

Here are some simple sentences.
For each add a subordinate clause at the 

start, in the middle and at the end.



Reader Chapter 3 of Wonder
How I came to life



I like when Mom tells this story because it makes me laugh so much. It’s not funny in the way a joke is funny, but when Mom tells it, Via 
and I just start cracking up.
So when I was in my mom’s stomach, no one had any idea I would come out looking the way I look. Mom had had Via four years before, 
and that had been such a “walk in the park” (Mom’s expression) that there was no reason to run any special tests. About two months 
before I was born, the doctors realized there was something wrong with my face, but they didn’t think it was going to be bad. They told 
Mom and Dad I had a cleft palate and some other stuff going on. They called it “small anomalies.”
There were two nurses in the delivery room the night I was born. One was very nice and sweet. The other one, Mom said, did not seem 
at all nice or sweet. She had very big arms and (here comes the funny part), she kept farting. Like, she’d bring Mom some ice chips, and 
then fart. She’d check Mom’s blood pressure, and fart. Mom says it was unbelievable because the nurse never even said excuse me!
Meanwhile, Mom’s regular doctor wasn’t on duty that night, so Mom got stuck with this cranky kid doctor she and Dad nicknamed
Doogie after some old TV show or something (they didn’t actually call him that to his face). But Mom says that even though everyone in 
the room was kind of grumpy, Dad kept making her laugh all night long.
When I came out of Mom’s stomach, she said the whole room got very quiet. Mom didn’t even get a chance to look at me because the
nice nurse immediately rushed me out of the room. Dad was in such a hurry to follow her that he dropped the video camera, which 
broke into a million pieces. And then Mom got very upset and tried to get out of bed to see where they were going, but the farting 
nurse put her very big arms on Mom to keep her down in the bed. They were practically fighting, because Mom was hysterical and the 
farting nurse was yelling at her to stay calm, and then they both started screaming for the doctor. But guess what? He had fainted! Right 
on the floor! So when the farting nurse saw that he had fainted, she started pushing him with her foot to get him to wake up, yelling at 
him the whole time: “What kind of doctor are you? What kind of doctor are you? Get up! Get up!” And then all of a sudden she let out 
the biggest, loudest, smelliest fart in the history of farts. Mom thinks it was actually the fart that finally woke the doctor up. Anyway, 
when Mom tells this story, she acts out all the parts— including the farting noises—and it is so, so, so, so funny!
Mom says the farting nurse turned out to be a very nice woman. She stayed with Mom the whole time. Didn’t leave her side even after 
Dad came back and the doctors told them how sick I was. Mom remembers exactly what the nurse whispered in her ear when the 
doctor told her I probably wouldn’t live through the night: “Everyone born of God overcometh the world.” And the next day, after I had 
lived through the night, it was that nurse who held Mom’s hand when they brought her to meet me for the first time.
Mom says by then they had told her all about me. She had been preparing herself for the seeing of me. But she says that when she
looked down into my tiny mushed-up face for the first time, all she could see was how pretty my eyes were.
Mom is beautiful, by the way. And Dad is handsome. Via is pretty. In case you were wondering.

Ch 3 - How I Came to Life



Week 1 Friday 

Learning objectives

I can understand how cohesion is created throughout a 
text.
I can recognise pronouns.
I can recognise sequencing techniques. 



Should Auggie wear his space helmet at all times?
Auggie, an ordinary boy with an extraordinary face, is a 10 year old whose physical 
features have caused him much anxiety.  As a defence mechanism, he wears a space 
helmet to cover his rare facial deformity.  Up until now, he has been reluctant to remove 
this, but he realises the time has come where he must decide if this is his future.

On the one hand, some people may feel that by removing the space helmet, Auggie could 
maybe be exposed to embarrassment.  This may come in the form of staring or even 
curious individuals asking inappropriate and personal questions.  Additionally, any ridicule 
could bruise his already fragile confidence and self-esteem.     Finally, children may go 
further and torment Auggie due to their lack of understanding of his medical condition.  

On the other hand, other people may feel strongly that Auggie is hiding beneath a space 
helmet and not being true to himself.  They believe that by removing this security, he 
might be viewed as a role model to others who could benefit from seeing someone take 
control of their own identity.  Lastly, is this in fact and opportunity for the community / 
humanity  to show its support and inclusivity for those who are seen as different.  

In conclusion, while appreciating the fact that Auggie feels he needs this protective mask, I 
feel that for him to grow as a person and embrace his uniqueness, he should remove his 
helmet. 

What techniques can you find that build cohesion in this text?



Should Auggie wear his space helmet at all times?
Auggie, an ordinary boy with an extraordinary face, is a 10 year old whose physical 
features have caused him much anxiety.  As a defence mechanism, he wears a space 
helmet to cover his rare facial deformity.  Up until now, he has been reluctant to remove 
this, but he realises the time has come where he must decide if this is his future.

On the one hand, some people may feel that by removing the space helmet, Auggie could 
maybe be exposed to embarrassment.  This may come in the form of staring or even 
curious individuals asking inappropriate and personal questions.  Additionally, any ridicule 
could bruise his already fragile confidence and self-esteem.     Finally, children may go 
further and torment Auggie due to their lack of understanding of his medical condition.  

On the other hand, other people may feel strongly that Auggie is hiding beneath a space 
helmet and not being true to himself.  They believe that by removing this security, he
might be viewed as a role model to others who could benefit from seeing someone take 
control of their own identity.  Lastly, is this in fact and opportunity for the community / 
humanity  to show its support and inclusivity for those who are seen as different.  

In conclusion, while appreciating the fact that Auggie feels he needs this protective mask, I 
feel that for him to grow as a person and embrace his uniqueness, he should remove his 
helmet. 

Did you spot the use of pronouns to link ideas?  



Should Auggie wear his space helmet at all times?
Auggie, an ordinary boy with an extraordinary face, is a 10 year old whose physical 
features have caused him much anxiety.  As a defence mechanism, he wears a space 
helmet to cover his rare facial deformity.  Up until now, he has been reluctant to remove 
this, but he realises the time has come where he must decide if this is his future.

On the one hand, some people may feel that by removing the space helmet, Auggie could 
maybe be exposed to embarrassment.  This may come in the form of staring or even 
curious individuals asking inappropriate and personal questions.  Additionally, any ridicule 
could bruise his already fragile confidence and self-esteem.     Finally, children may go 
further and torment Auggie due to their lack of understanding of his medical condition.  

On the other hand, other people may feel strongly that Auggie is hiding beneath a space 
helmet and not being true to himself.  They believe that by removing this security, he 
might be viewed as a role model to others who could benefit from seeing someone take 
control of their own identity.  Lastly, is this in fact and opportunity for the community / 
humanity  to show its support and inclusivity for those who are seen as different.  

In conclusion, while appreciating the fact that Auggie feels he needs this protective mask, I 
feel that for him to grow as a person and embrace his uniqueness, he should remove his 
helmet. 

Did you notice the related phrases starting paragraph 2 and 3?



Should Auggie wear his space helmet at all times?
Auggie, an ordinary boy with an extraordinary face, is a 10 year old whose physical 
features have caused him much anxiety.  As a defence mechanism, he wears a space 
helmet to cover his rare facial deformity.  Up until now, he has been reluctant to remove 
this, but he realises the time has come where he must decide if this is his future.

On the one hand, some people may feel that by removing the space helmet, Auggie could 
maybe be exposed to embarrassment.  This may come in the form of staring or even 
curious individuals asking inappropriate and personal questions.  Additionally, any ridicule 
could bruise his already fragile confidence and self-esteem.     Finally, children may go 
further and torment Auggie due to their lack of understanding of his medical condition.  

On the other hand, other people may feel strongly that Auggie is hiding beneath a space 
helmet and not being true to himself.  They believe that by removing this security, he 
might be viewed as a role model to others who could benefit from seeing someone take 
control of their own identity.  Lastly, is this in fact and opportunity for the community / 
humanity  to show its support and inclusivity for those who are seen as different.  

In conclusion, while appreciating the fact that Auggie feels he needs this protective mask, I 
feel that for him to grow as a person and embrace his uniqueness, he should remove his 
helmet. 

Did you notice the fronted adverbial that indicated the end?



 Cohesion is needed within and across paragraphs to 
ensure the writing flows and the reader is able to fully 
understand what is being presented to them. 

 What other techniques are used in different texts?

 How are readers supported in longer narratives?
 How are readers supported in non-chronological reports?
 How are readers supported in instructions?
 How are readers supported in explanations?

Cohesion



Should children be allowed to eat chocolate for breakfast?

Breakfast is known as the most important meal of the day; breakfast gives you energy and fuel and therefore powers you for the morning. A decent
breakfast should allow you to wake up properly and allow you to function fully in the morning. In supermarkets these days, there are many different
options for breakfast. Cereal, toast, yogurts, fruit- all of these items are popular choices for children to start the day with. Having said this, there are some
children who would choose a less conventional start to their day- a bar of chocolate.

The notion of eating chocolate for breakfast is ludicrous. One of the main reasons for it being ludicrous is due to how unhealthy it is. Chocolate, although
it is delicious, is full of artificial sugars, colours and preservatives. Chocolate is high in saturated fats too- a food group of which the intake should be
limited. If children are eating this high calorie, sugar-filled treat to start their day, they are not filling their bodies with the good nutrients they require.
Dentists would also agree that beginning the day with such a sugary delight can cause tooth decay. Sugary snacks could lead to multiple trips to the
dentist and money having to be spent from the NHS budget- money which could be spent elsewhere. People of this opinion would also argue that
starting the day with a high sugar snack means that children might struggle to concentrate at school. Sugar and E numbers (chemicals added to some food
to make them taste better) can cause hyperactivity and therefore concentration becomes harder to sustain. Being able to focus and work hard at school-
particularly in the mornings when most children are studying maths and English- is vital. Chocolate for breakfast could hinder this all-important focus and
have a knock on effect on children’s educations.

There are some people who would claim that chocolate for breakfast is not a bad thing at all; in fact, they could argue that there are actually benefits to
it. Enjoyed globally, chocolate is a treat which many people love: chocolate’s creamy, smooth and silky nature means that it is very popular. Many young
people struggle to get out of the bed in the morning and so the thought of a delicious chocolate bar could be enough to tempt them from their beds and
therefore get to school on time. Just because children are having a less than healthy breakfast, does not mean that they will not get the nutrients they
need later on in the day. Lunch, dinner and other healthy snacks could provide the vitamins and minerals they require and so a chocolate bar for
breakfast would not damage their health. As long as children are still having healthy foods throughout the rest of the day, where is the harm in chocolate
for breakfast? Most people would admit that they enjoy a sweet treat at some point in the day. It could be argued that there is no difference between
having that sweet treat first thing on the morning and later on in the afternoon.

There are several reasons as to why children should and should not be allowed to eat chocolate for breakfast. Having said this, the potential negative
impact on children’s health, teeth and education could be seen to significantly outweigh the benefits of simply having something tasty to start the day.
So, should children be allowed to eat chocolate for breakfast? It would seem wise to answer the question with no- children should not be allowed to eat
chocolate for breakfast.

Look at this discussion text and improve 
the cohesion within and across 

paragraphs.



Should children be allowed to eat chocolate for breakfast?

Breakfast is known as the most important meal of the day; it gives you energy and fuel and therefore powers you for the morning. A decent breakfast
should allow you to wake up properly and allow you to function fully in the morning. In supermarkets these days, there are many different options for
breakfast. Cereal, toast, yogurts, fruit- all of these items are popular choices for children to start the day with. Having said this, there are some children
who would choose a less conventional start to their day- a bar of chocolate. There are arguments for and against the eating of chocolate for breakfast 
and this balanced argument will examine the opinions for both sides.

One the one hand, some people would say that the notion of eating chocolate for breakfast is ludicrous. One of the main reasons for this is due to how
unhealthy it is. Chocolate, although it is delicious, is full of artificial sugars, colours and preservatives. As well as this, chocolate is high in saturated fats
too- a food group of which the intake should be limited. If children are eating this high calorie, sugar-filled treat to start their day, they are not filling their
bodies with the good nutrients they require. To add to this, dentists would also agree that beginning the day with such a sugary delight can cause tooth
decay. This could lead to multiple trips to the dentist and money having to be spent from the NHS budget- money which could be spent elsewhere.
People of this opinion would also argue that starting the day with a high sugar snack means that children might struggle to concentrate at school. Sugar
and E numbers (chemicals added to some food to make them taste better) can cause hyperactivity and therefore concentration becomes harder to
sustain. Being able to focus and work hard at school- particularly in the mornings when most children are studying maths and English- is vital. Chocolate
for breakfast could hinder this all-important focus and have a knock on effect on children’s educations.

On the other hand, there are some people who would claim that chocolate for breakfast is not a bad thing at all; in fact, they could argue that there are
actually benefits to it. Enjoyed globally, chocolate is a treat which many people love: its creamy, smooth and silky nature means that it is very popular.
Many young people struggle to get out of the bed in the morning and so the thought of a delicious chocolate bar could be enough to tempt them from
their beds and therefore get to school on time. To add to this argument, just because children are having a less than healthy breakfast, does not mean
that they will not get the nutrients they need later on in the day. Lunch, dinner and other healthy snacks could provide the vitamins and minerals they
require and so a chocolate bar for breakfast would not damage their health. As long as children are still having healthy foods throughout the rest of the
day, where is the harm in chocolate for breakfast? Further to this, most people would admit that they enjoy a sweet treat at some point in the day. It
could be argued that there is no difference between having that sweet treat first thing on the morning and later on in the afternoon.

Having considered both sides of the argument, there are several reasons as to why children should and should not be allowed to eat chocolate for
breakfast. Having said this, the potential negative impact on children’s health, teeth and education could be seen to significantly outweigh the benefits of
simply having something tasty to start the day. So, should children be allowed to eat chocolate for breakfast? It would seem wise to answer the question
with no- children should not be allowed to eat chocolate for breakfast.

Look at this discussion text and improve 
the cohesion within and across 

paragraphs.



Learning Objectives

I can change tone and voice when appropriate.
I can summarise key points.

Week 2 Monday 



 Read this discussion text without a closing.

An effective closing acknowledges the reasons for and 
against and then gives a personal viewpoint.

Write a closing for this piece as a class.

Look at the next example and write it individually. 

Writing closings with personal 
opinions.





Actual





Actual



Read Chapter 4 of Wonder
Christopher’s House 



I was really bummed when Christopher moved away three years ago. We were both around seven then. We used to spend hours playing 
with our Star Wars action figures and dueling with our lightsabers. I miss that.
Last spring we drove over to Christopher’s house in Bridgeport. Me and Christopher were looking for snacks in the kitchen, and I heard 
Mom talking to Lisa, Christopher’s mom, about my going to school in the fall. I had never, ever heard her mention school before.
“What are you talking about?” I said.
Mom looked surprised, like she hadn’t meant for me to hear that.
“You should tell him what you’ve been thinking, Isabel,” Dad said. He was on the other side of the living room talking to Christopher’s 
dad.
“We should talk about this later,” said Mom.
“No, I want to know what you were talking about,” I answered. “Don’t you think you’re ready for school, Auggie?” Mom said. “No,” I 
said.
“I don’t, either,” said Dad.
“Then that’s it, case closed,” I said, shrugging, and I sat in her lap like I was a baby.
“I just think you need to learn more than I can teach you,” Mom said. “I mean, come on, Auggie, you know how bad I am at fractions!”
“What school?” I said. I already felt like crying.
“Beecher Prep. Right by us.”
“Wow, that’s a great school, Auggie,” said Lisa, patting my knee.
“Why not Via’s school?” I said.
“That’s too big,” Mom answered. “I don’t think that would be a good fit for you.”
“I don’t want to,” I said. I admit: I made my voice sound a little babyish.
“You don’t have to do anything you don’t want to do,” Dad said, coming over and lifting me out of Mom’s lap. He carried me over to sit 
on his lap on the other side of the sofa. “We won’t make you do anything you don’t want to do.”
“But it would be good for him, Nate,” Mom said.
“Not if he doesn’t want to,” answered Dad, looking at me. “Not if he’s not ready.”
I saw Mom look at Lisa, who reached over and squeezed her hand.
“You guys will figure it out,” she said to Mom. “You always have.”
“Let’s just talk about it later,” said Mom. I could tell she and Dad were going to get in a fight about it. I wanted Dad to win the fight. 
Though a part of me knew Mom was right. And the truth is, she really was terrible at fractions.

Ch 4 - Christopher’s House



Learning objectives

I can use empathy to understand a character.
I can explain how a character is feeling using 
justifications from a text. 

Week 2 Tuesday 



Read Chapter 5 of Wonder
Driving



 Reasons for

1.
2.
3.
4.

Should Auggie go to school?

 Reasons against

1.
2.
3.
4.



Learning Objectives

I can plan a discussion text identifying where key 
elements will go for success.

Week 2 Wednesday 



 Should Auggie attend school?

Success criteria
 Third person until closing
 Present tense
 Sequencing phrases
 Prioritised reasons that build within a paragraph
 Modal verbs
 Generalisers
 Contrast and additional conjunctions
 Complex sentences with accurately marked clauses

Title



Should Auggie attend school?

Success criteria items 
to include

Ideas and main focus of 
the paragraph

Paragraph

Opening

Reasons for

Reasons against

Closing 

Plan 



Read Chapter 6 of Wonder
Paging Mr. Tushman



Learning objectives

I can write a discussion text.

Week 2 Thursday



Read Chapter 7 of Wonder
Nice Mrs Garcia



Learning Objective 

I can edit and improve my writing.
I can self assess using success criteria.
I can perform my writing (say aloud or write up or share 
with another class).

Week 2 Friday



Read Chapters 8 and 9 of Wonder
Jack, Will, Julian and Charlotte 

The Grand Tour 



Learning Objectives 

I can recognise clues in texts to understand the inner 
thoughts of characters.

I can justify a response to a character’s motivation.

I can recognise the use of direct and indirect speech.

I can accurately punctuate direct speech.

Week 3 Monday



Read Chapter 10 of Wonder
The Performance Space



What are your impressions of Jack?

What does the 
character’s 
reaction to 
Auggie tell you 
about them?

Explain your 
reasoning with 
examples from 
the text.



What are your impressions of Julian?

What does the 
character’s 
reaction to 
Auggie tell you 
about them?

Explain your 
reasoning with 
examples from 
the text.



What are your impressions of Will?

What does the 
character’s 
reaction to 
Auggie tell you 
about them?

Explain your 
reasoning with 
examples from 
the text.



What are your impressions of 
Charlotte?

What does the 
character’s 
reaction to 
Auggie tell you 
about them?

Explain your 
reasoning with 
examples from 
the text.



 Think of some questions you would like to ask these 
characters.  Write them down with reasons why these 
would be the most effective at getting information.

 Think about how you would respond to your 
questions if you were in the ‘Hot Seat’.

 Take it in turns to become one of the characters and 
ask each other your questions.

Hot seating 



Read Chapters 11 and 12
The Deal

Home



Learning Objectives 

I can recognise the use of direct and indirect speech.

I can accurately punctuate direct speech.

Week 3 Tuesday



Think of some features that you have become aware of 
that R J Palacio

R J Palacio style



 Clear and understandable

 Sweet and yet accurate 

 Makes you empathise with the protagonist (leading character)

 Same situation from different characters 

 Uses proverbs for comparison

 Uses speech for characterisation  (Chapter 4 almost only speech)

Features



I was really bummed when Christopher moved away three years ago. We were both around seven then. We used to spend hours playing 
with our Star Wars action figures and dueling with our lightsabers. I miss that.
Last spring we drove over to Christopher’s house in Bridgeport. Me and Christopher were looking for snacks in the kitchen, and I heard 
Mom talking to Lisa, Christopher’s mom, about my going to school in the fall. I had never, ever heard her mention school before.
“What are you talking about?” I said.
Mom looked surprised, like she hadn’t meant for me to hear that.
“You should tell him what you’ve been thinking, Isabel,” Dad said. He was on the other side of the living room talking to Christopher’s 
dad.
“We should talk about this later,” said Mom.
“No, I want to know what you were talking about,” I answered. “Don’t you think you’re ready for school, Auggie?” Mom said. 
“No,” I said.
“I don’t, either,” said Dad.
“Then that’s it, case closed,” I said, shrugging, and I sat in her lap like I was a baby.
“I just think you need to learn more than I can teach you,” Mom said. “I mean, come on, Auggie, you know how bad I am at fractions!”
“What school?” I said. I already felt like crying.
“Beecher Prep. Right by us.”
“Wow, that’s a great school, Auggie,” said Lisa, patting my knee.
“Why not Via’s school?” I said.
“That’s too big,” Mom answered. “I don’t think that would be a good fit for you.”
“I don’t want to,” I said. I admit: I made my voice sound a little babyish.
“You don’t have to do anything you don’t want to do,” Dad said, coming over and lifting me out of Mom’s lap. He carried me over to sit 
on his lap on the other side of the sofa. “We won’t make you do anything you don’t want to do.”
“But it would be good for him, Nate,” Mom said.
“Not if he doesn’t want to,” answered Dad, looking at me. “Not if he’s not ready.”
I saw Mom look at Lisa, who reached over and squeezed her hand.
“You guys will figure it out,” she said to Mom. “You always have.”
“Let’s just talk about it later,” said Mom. I could tell she and Dad were going to get in a fight about it. I wanted Dad to win the fight. 
Though a part of me knew Mom was right. And the truth is, she really was terrible at fractions.

Ch 4 - Christopher’s House



 Explain why the use of speech in Chapter 4 was so 
effective at showing the different responses of both 
of Auggie’s parents.

Effective use of speech



Say if you agree about these statements. 
Find evidence to justify your choice.  

Order the statements you agree with.  Put the most important aspect the author is trying to portray at 
the top .

Mum sounds nervous about not providing the right education.
Mum doesn’t think she has the skills to home educate Auggie.
Mum doesn’t think Auggie should make the decision about school.
Dad is anxious about upsetting Auggie.
Dad is protective of Auggie.
Dad thinks Auggie should make the decision about school. 
Auggie is scared about going to school.
Auggie recognises school is inevitable.
Auggie uses his deformity as a shield when feeling threatened.

It was a show not tell situation.
Here are some things to pick up on through the dialogue.  

Think about what the author is portraying.



Remember correct speech uses:

 inverted commas around the words spoken,
 a capital letter for the start of speech,
 a comma, full top or question mark before closing the 

inverted commas,
 said / shouted (verbs) are not capitalised,
 new speaker = new line,
 capitals for proper nouns,
 if the person speaking is named before the speech, then 

use a comma before the inverted commas.

“You should tell him what you’ve been thinking, Isabel,” Dad said.
Punctuating Speech



we should talk about this later said mom no I want to 
know what you were talking about I answered don’t you 
think you’re ready for school, auggie mom said no I said I 
don’t either  said dad then that’s it, case closed I said 
shrugging, and I sat in her lap like I was a baby I just think 
you need to learn more than I can teach you mom said I 
mean, come on, auggie, you know how bad I am at 
fractions what school I said I already felt like crying.

Here is a section again, this time 
missing key punctuation. 



“We should talk about this later,” said Mom.
“No, I want to know what you were talking about,” I answered. 
“Don’t you think you’re ready for school, Auggie?” Mom said. 
“No,” I said.
“I don’t, either,” said Dad.
“Then that’s it, case closed,” I said, shrugging, and I sat in her lap like I 
was a baby.
“I just think you need to learn more than I can teach you,” Mom said. 
“I mean, come on, Auggie, you know how bad I am at fractions!”
“What school?” I said. I already felt like crying.

Check your work.  



Read Chapters 13, 14 and 15
First-Day Jitters / Locks / Around the 

room



Learning objectives

I can use clues from the text to identify character traits.

I can understand what a precept is.

Week 3 Wednesday 



Read Chapters 16 and 17
Lamb to slaughter

Choose kind



 What sort of a person he is? 
 How does he act in different situations such as at 

home, on his visit to Beecher Prep, on the first day of 
school? 

 What do we know about him as a person? 
 What do we know about his appearance? 

Auggie



Auggie



Appendix – Mr. Brown’s Precepts

Read these and discuss what you think a precept might be.

What makes something a precept?  Write your own definition.



Here are some more.  Do they fit your 
definition?



 Precept

Noun

a general rule intended to regulate behavior or 
thought.

Precept: a definition.





 Think about the messages within these.

 Think of your own so create as posters for the school.

 Be inspirational.

 You could think of song lyrics for inspiration.

 E.g.   As years go by, make sure friendship doesn’t die. 
 Adapted from Toy Story’s ‘You’ve got a friend in me.’

Research other precepts.



Before the next lesson read Chapters 
18-25



Learning Objectives

I can recognise different perspectives.

I can write effectively in the style of a character.

I can justify my writing, opinions and drawings of a 
character from clues in the text read.

Week 3 Thursday



Read Chapters 26-31 



Think about the incident of the Bleeding Scream.

What did you like?  Why?

What did you dislike?  Why?

What patterns could you see?

What puzzled you?

Tell me…



 What do they think of Jack’s statements about 
Auggie? 

 Would it have mattered as much if Auggie had not 
overheard Jack? 

 Why do they think Jack said these things and what did 
he want to gain by doing so? 

The Bleeding Scream.
Discuss…



Hot seat Auggie.

Ask him questions about the incident.

Hot seat Auggie’s mum.

Ask her questions about the incident. 

Hot seating.



Use what you know about Auggie, from this section of the novel, to 
write Auggie’s diary about the events leading up to hearing Jack 
describe him to the other pupils. 

Or write a diary entry from Auggie’s mother’s perspective after she 
has brought him home from school, exploring her feelings and 
thoughts about how things are at Auggie’s school. Especially as she is 
aware she does not have the whole story. 

Think about the differing understanding of events of these two 
characters, who are very close in many ways, but who have different 
readings on the same situations.

Write a diary entry for the event as 
either Auggie or Auggie’s mum.



Diary example



Success 
criteria



Share diaries and discuss impact and 
success of the writing.



Learning objectives

I can recognise how author’s develop characters through 
detail.

I can empathise with a character.

I can reflect on an event through the eyes of a character.

Week 3 Friday 



Read Chapters 32-47 Via



Why do you think we have not had a proper description 
of Auggie so far in the novel?

Why do you think it has taken so long for the reader to 
be given one, when his physical features are so key to 
the story? 

Auggie’s appearance



 Draw, from the details given in the novel, from Via’s 
perspective, your own impressions of Auggie in 
pastels / oil pencils. 

 Try to show some of Auggie’s personality through 
your drawings and explore how you might do this 
through the use of colour. 

You have 15 minutes

Impressions



 Look closely at the different art works created by the class.
 Pick a few pieces and ask each other how about the 

challenges involved. 

 Tell me…
 What did you like? Why?
 What did you dislike?  Why?
 What patterns did you find?
 What puzzles you?

Leave your work on your table and walk 
around the class looking at other work.



 What is your reaction to Via’s revelations about the 
part she plays in the family?

 What do you think about her thoughts about Auggie?
 What do you think about the relationship she had 

with her Gran?
 What do you think about her experience of starting a 

new school. 

Via’s revelations



 Choose an aspect of Via that you are particularly interested 
in, an event that stuck in your head.

 Ideas - metaphor of the galaxy to describe her family, her 
thoughts on the Punnett Square, her grans dying,  her 
relationship with Summer, her experiences at school

 Write one paragraph to sum up this event from Via’s view 
as a personal reflection. 

Reflection in character



Before next lesson read Chapters 48-53 
Summer or give a copy for children to read at 

home over the weekend



I can track the emotions of a character through 
chapters. 

I can justify opinions about different characters.

Week 4 Monday



Read Chapters 54-73
Jack



 List the events that change Jack’s mind over time. 

 Can you pin down what it is that makes this change 
happen? 

 Can you explain why it happens to Jack, but not to 
Justin or Charlotte? 

Jack



 initial phone call he receives 
 not wanting to be singled out for the task of showing 

Auggie around school
 his growing friendship with him
 his decision he would rather spend time with Auggie 

than the other children in Grade 5. 

Emotional changes.
How do you think Jack feels at each stage 

below?



In small groups, use a 
copy of Part 4 Jack to 
create a graph of 
emotion to pinpoint 
specific words to 
describe his feelings 
throughout the course 
of the story. 

Emotion Graph



Before next lesson read Chapters 74 
– 81 Justin



 Learning Objectives

I can show a character development through own 
actions and that of others.

I can explain how a character is built up by an author 
through observations by others.

Week 4 Tuesday



Read Chapters 82 – 92 August 



 Look back at the role on the wall created for Auggie.

 How much of this chart still holds true for each section of 
the role?

 How do others view him now? 

 How has he changed as a character over the course of the 
story? 

Role on the wall - Auggie



 What do you make of her as 
a person?

 How she has treated others, 
in particular Via? 

 Why do you think Miranda 
lied about being Auggie’s 
sister?

 What would make her want 
to do this and how would 
the lie make her and those 
around her feel? 

Read Chapters 93 – 98 
Role on the wall - Miranda



Learning Objectives

I can orally retell an ending with accuracy, clear pace 
and appropriate tone and expression.

I can plan an alternative ending with reference to 
previous aspects of the story to ensure still in the same 
tone and voice of the original author. 

Week 4 Wednesday



Read Chapters 99 – appendix
August



Think chronology…

Use these chapters to support retelling…

Awards, Floating, Pictures, The Walk Home

Retell the ending in detail to a 
partner.



 What are your impressions and opinions of the 
ending?

 Do you feel the ending is effective?
 What do the like about the ending?  Why?
 What do you dislike about the ending?  Why?
 What patterns did you notice?
 What puzzled you? 

Tell me…



You are going to write a different ending to the novel, 
one which does not end on as upbeat a note. 

Work alone, in pairs on in a group to plan this 
alternative ending under the chapters Awards, Floating, 
Pictures, The Walk Home.

An alternative…



 How do these alternative (less upbeat) endings 
change our feelings about the novel?

 Do you believe a less ‘happy’ ending could work with 
the novel like this?  Explain your thoughts.

Share ideas…



Learning Objectives

I can recognise tone of writing.

I can write in the style and tone of an author using 
techniques and phrases to mimic register and style.

Week 4 Thursday 



People started applauding before Mr Tushman’s words 
actually registered in my brain.  I heard Mya, who was 
next to me, give a happy little scream when she heard my 
name and Miles, who was on the other side of me, patted 
my back. 

Think about the tone and style here.  Sentences are fairly 
long.
In one sentence, 2 embedded relative clauses have been 
used.

Floating



Let us write the start of our own alternative chapter for 
Awards. 

Think of the style and tone used for Auggie to ensure 
this would slip easily into the book.

Offer ideas of words and phrases to mimic R J Palacio’s 
approach. 

Awards



Learning objectives

 I can support with ideas as a class.
 I can edit and improve a shared piece of writing.
 I can recognise phrases and vocabulary choices that 

tie writing to a style and author. 

Week 4 Friday 



Objectives and Success Criteria



Learning Objectives

I can edit and improve my writing based on self and 
peer review.

I can write independently in the style of a particular 
author. 

Week 5 Monday 



Objectives and Success Criteria



Learning Objectives

I can edit and improve my writing based on self and 
peer review.

I can write independently in the style of a particular 
author. 

Week 5 Tuesday



Objectives and Success Criteria



Learning Objectives

I can edit and improve my writing based on self and 
peer review.

I can write independently in the style of a particular 
author. 

Week 5 Wednesday



Objectives and Success Criteria



Learning objectives

I can recognise qualities needed for an audio book reading.

I can record my alternative ending as an audio book. 

I can ensure my expression, pace and fluency are appropriate 
to engage and hold an audience.

Week 5 Thursday 



 Listen to this chapter read by a teacher.

https://www.heymann.notts.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file
=4750&type=mp3

 Tell me….
What did you like?  Why?
What did you dislike? Why?
What patterns did you find?
What puzzled you?

Floating - audio



 Tone
 Pace
 Expression
 Pauses
 Fluency

Think of some success criteria for 
creating your audio book ending.



Learning objectives

I can listen to a range of alternative endings and give a 
personal response with justifications. 

I can evaluate the effectiveness of writing with a focus 
on author tone and voice.

Week 5 Friday 



 Tell me…

What did you like? Why?
What did you dislike? Why?
What patterns did you find?
What puzzled you?

Alternative endings.



Learning Objectives

I can give a personal response to a poem with 
justifications. 

I can perform a poem with appropriate pace, tone, 
expression and use of body language.

Week 6 Monday 



 https://youtu.be/EdMHqjN4Wtw

Being Human by Naima Penniman



 What did you like about the poem and why?

 What did you dislike about the poem and why?

 What patterns could you see in the poem?

 What puzzles you about this poem?

Tell me…



I wonder if the sun debates dawn some mornings not wanting to rise out of bed from 
under the down-feather horizon
If the sky grows tired of being everywhere at once adapting to the mood swings of the 
weather
If the clouds drift off trying to hold themselves together make deals with gravity to loiter a 
little longer

I wonder if rain is scared of falling if it has trouble letting go
If snowflakes get sick of being perfect all the time each one trying to be one-of-a-kind

I wonder if stars wish upon themselves before the die if they need to teach their young to 
shine

I wonder if shadows long to once feel the sun if they get lost in the shuffle not knowing 
where they’re from

I wonder if sunrise and sunset respect each other even though they’ve never met
If volcanoes get stressed
If storms have regrets
If compost believes in life after death

BEING HUMAN by Naima Penniman



I wonder if breath ever thinks about suicide

I wonder if the wind just wants to sit still sometimes and watch 
the world pass by
If smoke was born knowing how to rise
If rainbows get shy backstage not sure if their colors match right

I wonder if lightning sets an alarm clock to know when to crack
If rivers ever stop and think of turning back
If streams meet the wrong sea and their whole lives run off-track

I wonder if the snow wants to be black
If the soil thinks she’s too dark
If butterflies want to cover up their marks
If rocks are self-conscious of their weight
If mountains are insecure of their strength



I wonder if waves get discouraged crawling up the sand 
only to be pulled back again to where they began

I wonder if land feels stepped upon
If sand feels insignificant
If trees need to question their lovers to know where they 
stand
If branches waver in the crossroads unsure of which way to 
grow
If the leaves understand they’re replaceable and still dance 
when the wind blows

I wonder where the moon goes when she is hiding

I want to find her there and watch the ocean spin from a 
distance
Listen to her stir in her sleep effort give way to existence



I wonder if the sun debates dawn some mornings not wanting to rise out of bed from 
under the down-feather horizon
If the sky grows tired of being everywhere at once adapting to the mood swings of the 
weather
If the clouds drift off trying to hold themselves together make deals with gravity to loiter a 
little longer

I wonder if rain is scared of falling if it has trouble letting go
If snowflakes get sick of being perfect all the time each one trying to be one-of-a-kind

I wonder if stars wish upon themselves before the die if they need to teach their young to 
shine

I wonder if shadows long to once feel the sun if they get lost in the shuffle not knowing 
where they’re from

I wonder if sunrise and sunset respect each other even though they’ve never met
If volcanoes get stressed
If storms have regrets
If compost believes in life after death

BEING HUMAN by Naima Penniman



I wonder if breath ever thinks about suicide

I wonder if the wind just wants to sit still sometimes and watch 
the world pass by
If smoke was born knowing how to rise
If rainbows get shy backstage not sure if their colors match right

I wonder if lightning sets an alarm clock to know when to crack
If rivers ever stop and think of turning back
If streams meet the wrong sea and their whole lives run off-track

I wonder if the snow wants to be black
If the soil thinks she’s too dark
If butterflies want to cover up their marks
If rocks are self-conscious of their weight
If mountains are insecure of their strength



I wonder if waves get discouraged crawling up the sand 
only to be pulled back again to where they began

I wonder if land feels stepped upon
If sand feels insignificant
If trees need to question their lovers to know where they 
stand
If branches waver in the crossroads unsure of which way to 
grow
If the leaves understand they’re replaceable and still dance 
when the wind blows

I wonder where the moon goes when she is hiding

I want to find her there and watch the ocean spin from a 
distance
Listen to her stir in her sleep effort give way to existence



Learning Objectives

I can recognise, and understand the effect, of 
conditional sentences.

I can write accurate conditional sentences. 

Week 6 Tuesday



Conditionals

I wonder if land feels stepped upon
If sand feels insignificant
If trees need to question their lovers to know 
where they stand
If branches waver in the crossroads unsure of 
which way to grow
If the leaves understand they’re replaceable and 
still dance when the wind blows



Conditional sentences are sentences that express one thing 
contingent on something else.

E.g. If it rains,  then the picnic will be cancelled.

They are so called because the impact of the main clause of the 
sentence is conditional on the dependent clause. 

A conditional sentence contains two clauses: the dependent clause 
expressing the condition, called the antecedent; and the main 
clause expressing the consequence, called the consequent.

If it rains, then the picnic will be cancelled.

Note the use of the comma to separate the two clauses.

Conditional sentences explain 



If the sun doesn’t shine, then there will be eternal 
darkness.

If the rain doesn’t fall, then there will be the wilting of 
flowers.

If the Earth stops spinning, then day will not turn into 
night.

Look at these conditional sentences.  Pick 
out the main clause and the dependent 

clause. 



Dependent – red 
Main – blue

If the sun doesn’t shine, then there will be eternal 
darkness.

If the rain doesn’t fall, then there will be the wilting of 
flowers.

If the Earth stops spinning, then day will not turn into 
night.

Look at these conditional sentences.  Pick 
out the main clause and the dependent 

clause.



If the ____________, then _______________________ 
________________________.

If the ____________, then _______________________ 
________________________.

If the ____________, then _______________________ 
________________________.

Think other natural elements mentioned in the poem.
soil sand rainbows start rocks mountain streams oceans moon 

Think about our inspiration of Being 
Human and write your own conditionals.



 Why do you think conditionals are used throughout 
this poem?

 What impact did Naima intend to have with them?

Reread Being Human



Learning objectives

 I can support writing by offering phrases that are in a 
particular poet’s style and tone.

 I can edit and improve writing to ensure appropriate 
effect on a reader.

Week 6 Wednesday 



I wonder if the snow wants to be black
If the soil thinks she’s too dark
If butterflies want to cover up their marks
If rocks are self-conscious of their weight
If mountains are insecure of their strength

Being Human



I wonder if the snow wants to be black
If the soil thinks she’s too dark
If butterflies want to cover up their marks
If rocks are self-conscious of their weight
If mountains are insecure of their strength

Being Human



If butterflies want to cover up their marks
If rocks are self-conscious of their weight

If mountains are insecure of their strength

Look carefully at these three lines.

Notice how Naima has cleverly taken the most 
prominent feature of the noun.

See how the emotion created for this feature is negative.

What effect is this having on the reader?



 Think of some natural elements / animals that have 
not been mentioned in poem so far

 Think of some feelings that have not been mentioned 
in the poem so far – think negative for this section

Brainstorm 



eagles / dragonflies / wasps / frogs / ants

lakes / pebbles / stars / gold / bark / petals / earthquakes

embarrassed / forgetful / neglected / arrogant 

Ideas…



I wonder if the bark wants to be cared for instead of 
offering protection
If the stars are arrogant when they sparkle
If pebbles feel neglected as their sides are eroded
If  earthquakes get embarrassed when they rattle the 
ground
If ants are forgetful of their loads on their journey to their 
hills

Being Human



I wonder if ___________________________
If the _________________
If ________________________
If __________________________
If ___________________________

Own verse



Learning objectives

I can write a poem with words chosen for effect and 
selecting a specific tone and style.

Week 6 Thursday 



 The style and structure of Being Human is easy to 
replicate.

 Remember you aim is invoke emotions in your reader.

 Word choice is key.

Word choice



Interpret poems, explaining how the poet creates shades of meaning; 
justify own views and explain underlying themes
Explain the impact of figurative and expressive language, including 
metaphor
Comment on poems’ structures and how these influence meaning
Vary pitch, pace volume, rhythm and expression in relation to the 
poem’s meaning and form
Use actions, sound effects, musical patterns, images and dramatic 
interpretation, varying presentations by using ICT
Use language imaginatively to create surreal, surprising, amusing and 
inventive poetry
Use simple metaphors and personification to create poems based on 
real or imagined experience
Select pattern or form to match meaning and own voice
Reading poetry (subject matter and theme / language use / style / 
pattern)

Performing poetry ( use of voice / presentation)

Creating poetry ( original playfulness with language and ideas / 
detailed recreation of closely observed experience / using different patterns)



Learning objectives

I can edit and improve my poem to ensure maximum effect.

I can perform my poem using different techniques to ensure 
full comprehension of meaning to the listener.

I can evaluate my performance.

Week 6 Friday 


