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 There have been some large changes to the overview 
on these slides.

FYI

Writing outcomes

 Recount – diary

 Newspaper report (changed from original overview)

 Witch’s prophecy poem

SPAG focus

 Commas to avoid ambiguity 

 Subjunctive

 Passive voice

 Imagery 

Writing outcomes and SPAG focus 
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Genre objectives and NC objectives

Genre objectives 
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 Link below

Macbeth TS_3.pdf (clpe.org.uk)

Please read the POR unit plan in full

Links to other texts and resources:
There is a wealth of texts that support children’s understanding of the story of Macbeth 
before 
they tackle the language of Shakespeare. These books include:
 Shakespeare’s Stories – Leon Garfield ISBN 0-575-04340-7 
 Mr. William Shakespeare’s Plays – Marcia Williams ISBN 978-1-4063-2334-4
 Macbeth – Graphic novel (classic comic) ISBN 978-1-906332-04-4
 Macbeth - Tales from Shakespeare –ISBN 978-1-84835-834-8
 Macbeth – Graffex (retold by Stephen Haynes) – ISBN 978-1-905638-82-6
 There are also versions from Leon Garfield – Animated Tales (although these no longer seem 
to be in print). 
 The animated tales can also be viewed as a film version here 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2jU4JtcQ0zU
Weblinks
Globe theatre
http://www.shakespearesglobe.com/?gclid=CJHrpczp1b0CFUoOwwod7V0APw
Information on Shakespeare
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/famouspeople/william_shakespeare/

Links to other texts and resources
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 A – visit to the Globe Theatre?
 B – hire of clothing from time period to dress up in?
 C – creation of 3d model of Globe?
 D – Dress up as Shakespeare and answer questions –

give talk about life?

Hook ideas

Act I, Scene 3: Macbeth and Banquo meet the witches 
Act I, Scene 5: Lady Macbeth reads Macbeth’s letter and dedicates herself to the 
murder of Duncan; Macbeth returns to the castle 
Act II, Scene 2: The murder scene: Lady Macbeth tries to calm Macbeth’s fears 
about what he has done. 
Act III, Scene 4: The banquet scene: following the murder of Banquo, Macbeth and 
his wife hold a banquet which is interrupted by the appearance of Banquo’s ghost 
Act IV, Scene 1: Macbeth consults the witches again. They call up apparitions, one 
of which says that he is safe until Birnam wood comes to Dunsinane castle. 
Act V, Scene 1: The sleepwalking scene; Lady Macbeth’s guilt haunts her sleep 
Act IV, Scene 5: Birnam wood begins to move; Macbeth and his army defend 
Dunsinane castle from Duncan’s sons’ army; Lady Macbeth’s death is reported; a 
messenger brings news of the wood moving towards the castle. 

Main acts and scenes focussed on
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Opening: Macbeth and Banquo meet the witches 
Build-up: Lady Macbeth reads Macbeth’s letter and dedicates herself to 

the murder of Duncan; Macbeth returns to the castle 
Problem: The murder.   Lady Macbeth tries to calm Macbeth’s fears 

about what he has done. 
Problem: The banquet and the appearance of Banquo’s ghost 
Problem: Macbeth consults the witches again. They call up apparitions, 

one of which says that he is safe until Birnam wood comes to 
Dunsinane castle. 

Resolution: Lady Macbeth’s sleep walking guilt 
Ending: Birnam wood begins to move; Macbeth and his army defend 

Dunsinane castle from Duncan’s sons’ army; Lady Macbeth’s 
death is reported; a messenger brings news of the wood 
moving towards the castle. 

Boxing up
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 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can understand who Shakespeare was and his influence 
on the world. 

 I can understand the context of Macbeth.

 I can recognise features of a playscript.

 I can make predictions based on inference. 

Week 1 Monday 
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Who Was William Shakespeare?
 William Shakespeare is thought to have been born on April 23rd 1564 

in Stratford-upon-Avon, England. 

Who Was William Shakespeare?
It is not known exactly when he was born, but he was baptised on April 
26th, and at that time people were often baptised three days after their 

birth.

APRIL
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Family History
 William was the third child of John and Mary Shakespeare. His father 

was a leather merchant and his mother was a ‘local-landed heiress’, 
which basically meant that she came from a wealthy family.

William had two older sisters, 
Joan and Judith, and three 

younger brothers called 
Gilbert, Richard and Edmund.

Early Life
 Although there are no official records of where William was educated, it 

is thought he went to school at King’s New School in Stratford.

Photo courtesy of ell brown (@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence – attribution
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Early Life
 His father, John Shakespeare, was a successful merchant and held official positions 

as an alderman and a bailiff, which was almost like being a mayor.

Anne Hathaway
 On November 28th 1582, at the age of 18, William married Anne 

Hathaway. Anne was 26 years old when they got married. 

They had a baby called 
Susanna in 1583. Two years 
later, Anne gave birth to twins 
- a boy called Hamnet and a 
girl called Judith. Sadly, at the 
age of 11, Hamnet died.
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London
 In the mid-1580s, it is thought William arrived in London. When he 

first arrived in the capital city, some historians believe that he worked 
as a horse attendant at some of London’s theatres.

By 1592, he was 
earning money as 

an actor and a 
playwright.

The Lord Chamberlain’s Men

 The Lord Chamberlain’s 
Men was an acting 

company that William 
became a managing 

partner of. 
 Their name was changed 

to The King’s Men after 
King James I was crowned 
the new king of England.

By now, William was beginning to sell some of his 
written work.
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Owner of Property
 By 1597, Shakespeare was beginning to earn a lot of money so he bought the 

second largest house in his hometown of Stratford. 

However, because it took about four days to get from London to Stratford by 
horse, William only ever went home during the forty days of Lent when the 

theatres were closed!

The Globe
 William and his business partners decided to build their own theatre. They built 

The Globe by the River Thames in London

Did you know?
The Globe theatre was 

destroyed in the 1600s but 
has since been rebuilt in 

exactly the same design as 
William Shakespeare’s Globe 

theatre.
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The Globe Theatre
https://www.shakespearesglobe.com/

Landlord
 He later went on to buy more houses in Stratford and rented 

them out, which earned him a massive £60 a year. This was a 
lot of money back in those days.
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Shakespeare’s Plays 

 Shakespeare wrote 
heartrending plays, called 

tragedies, and comedy 
plays. 

 He acted in several of his 
plays in front of Queen 

Elizabeth I. 
 He often included the 

themes of religion, love 
and the monarchy in his 

plays. 

Shakespeare’s Plays 
Some of his tragedies are:
• Romeo and Juliet;
• Othello;
• Macbeth;
• King Lear;
• Hamlet.

Some of his comedies are:
• A Midsummer Night’s Dream;
• Much Ado About Nothing;
• As You Like It;
• The Taming of the Shew.
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Shakespeare’s Legacy
 Because of Shakespeare, we have  over three hundred words and well- known 

phrases in the English language, which he invented.

Words
barefaced

fair-play

lacklustre

watchdog
bedazzled

well-read
Did you know?

Shakespeare’s work 
has been translated 
into 80 languages!

Shakespeare’s Legacy
Sayings

eaten me out of house and home

seen better days

pound of flesh

tower of strength

wild goose chase

not slept one wink

dead as a doornail
a sorry sight

a laughing stock
good riddance
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Sonnets
 Shakespeare also had 154 sonnets published. You may have heard of this part of 

one?

A sonnet is a poem with 14 lines. Often, Shakespeare’s sonnets were about love, 
death and loss.

Shall I compare thee to a summer’s day? 
Thou art more lovely and more temperate.

All’s Well That Ends Well

 William Shakespeare died on April 23rd  1616, which was 
the same day as his birthday, at the age of 52. 

 Although it is not recorded what he died from, some years 
later, a vicar reported that he died of a fever he 
contracted after a night out
‘merry making’. 

 Shakespeare had written his will a few months before he 
died,
and famously left his wife his ‘second best bed’
and then most of his belongings to his 
daughter, Susanna.

 He is buried in the Holy Trinity
churchyard in Stratford.
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Background to Macbeth
• Macbeth is one of the most famous plays by William 

Shakespeare. 

• It is set in Scotland and there really was a historical King 
Macbeth in the 11th century - although the Shakespeare 
character bears little resemblance!

• Over many years, strange superstitions have developed 
about the performance of the play due to a series of 
accidents and occurrences – now, many actors only refer 
to it as ‘The Scottish Play’, to avoid the curse of saying 
‘Macbeth’.

• Witches feature in parts of the play and this is significant because in Shakespeare’s day, 
people were more fearful and believed in the existence and power of witches.

 BBC TV Shakespeare Macbeth (1983) - Bing video

Watch first minute to Hook in
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Features of a Play Script

Plot Summary from Act 1:
Macbeth, Thane of Glamis (pronounced: glarms), and his mate Banquo have just 
finished at a battle and are on the way home when they meet three witches. The 
witches tell Macbeth that he will become the Thane of Cawdor and also King of 
Scotland. Macbeth is surprised (as you would be). They tell Banquo that his 
descendants will become kings.

How do we know that we are reading a play script?
Identify any features you recognise.

Did you think of: 
• cast list;
• acts/scenes introduced with short description;
• narrator to briefly set the scene;
• conventional layout (speaker’s name on the left);
• character names before each speaking part, followed 

by a colon;
• dialogue but no need for inverted commas;
• stage directions (in brackets)?
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 What do you think will happen in the story?

 Why?

Prediction time…

 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can recognise archaic language.

 I can write a character description to create a sense of 
mood and atmosphere. 

Week 1 Tuesday 
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There are many different interpretations of the three witches from Macbeth.

Think of three things that you can infer from looking at this picture.

Inference from a Picture

Where are the witches?

What is the weather like?

What are they doing?

What is the mood suggested?

What might be in the 
cauldron?
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Impression of the Witches

What is your opinion of the witches so far??

How do you perceive the women, sometimes referred to as ‘the 
weird sisters’?

?

If you were Macbeth, 
would you believe the 
predictions or 
prophecies they have 
made?

?

As a reader, what do 
you think will happen 
next?

?

These are some extracts of Shakespeare’s original description when Macbeth 
sees the witches. What can you interpret and understand of what he is saying?

Interpreting Shakespeare’s
Description

What are these?

Considers the witches with ‘what’,
not ‘who’ as if not even human.

So withered and wild in their attire.

Wearing ragged and wild clothes.

That look not like the
inhabitants of the earth.

Look like they’re not even human,
like something not even living on earth.

Live you?

He asks if they’re actually alive.

Each at once her choppy
fingers laying upon her skinny lips.

Choppy means chapped,
possibly from the cold.

You should be women, and
yet your beards forbid me to

interpret that you are so.

He says they look like women
but he can’t believe it

because they have beards!
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Today’s task will be to use some of the knowledge of Shakespeare’s original 
ideas about the witches, in order to write a more modern description of them. 

We are aiming for a short paragraph which shows effective vocabulary and 
atmosphere.

Ideas for a Modern Description

Imagine Macbeth sending a letter to his wife describing the sight that he and Banquo 
encountered on the heath.

How would he describe them using our modern language?

Appearance Behaviour

features of their faces

How do 
they 

stand?

describe 
their hair

describe their 
clothes

describe their 
laugh

describe what 
they do How do they act?

How do they 
speak?

Hunched around the smouldering cauldron, 
the three cackling witches made a formidable 
sight as they continuously muttered strange 
incantations. Matted hair, dangling dry as a 
bone over their cold eyes and skinny lips, 

surrounded their withered and wrinkled faces, 
which were deathly white. Their teeth – or 
what was left of them – were rotten to the 

core; each one was either black or a repulsive 
yellow. As they danced and moved, distantly 
staring through the smoke, their dark, ragged 

clothes hung in tatters from their skeletal 
frames.

“Fair is foul and foul is fair,” they seemed 
to be cackling in the distance.

“All hail Macbeth,” they chanted in 
freakish voices.

“Not so happy, yet much happier,” 
screeched one witch senselessly.
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 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can sequence events.

 I can retell the story of Macbeth. 

Week 1 Wednesday 

Act I, Scene 3: Macbeth and Banquo meet the witches 
Act I, Scene 5: Lady Macbeth reads Macbeth’s letter and dedicates herself to the 
murder of Duncan; Macbeth returns to the castle 
Act II, Scene 2: The murder scene: Lady Macbeth tries to calm Macbeth’s fears 
about what he has done. 
Act III, Scene 4: The banquet scene: following the murder of Banquo, Macbeth and 
his wife hold a banquet which is interrupted by the appearance of Banquo’s ghost 
Act IV, Scene 1: Macbeth consults the witches again. They call up apparitions, one 
of which says that he is safe until Birnam wood comes to Dunsinane castle. 
Act V, Scene 1: The sleepwalking scene; Lady Macbeth’s guilt haunts her sleep 
Act IV, Scene 5: Birnam wood begins to move; Macbeth and his army defend 
Dunsinane castle from Duncan’s sons’ army; Lady Macbeth’s death is reported; a 
messenger brings news of the wood moving towards the castle. 

Main acts and scenes focussed on
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 https://youtu.be/qfnUq2_0FOY

 25 mins long

BBC Animated Tales – Macbeth 
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 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can perform with confidence.

 I can use intonation and expression to help convey 
meaning. 

Week 1 Thursday 
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What Makes a Good Performance?
?

?

Discuss what you think makes a good performance. 

What ideas does everyone have?
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Intonation, Tone and Volume

Intonation: refers to the rise and fall of your voice 
when speaking. Try not to speak all at the same tone 
or volume, but vary the delivery of your lines to make 
it sound more interesting.

One aim we can have is: using intonation, tone and volume in performance to make 
meaning clear to an audience.

Can anyone suggest what is meant by these three terms?

Tone: your tone of voice helps to express a particular 
mood or emotion.

Volume: refers to how loud you are speaking when 
performing. You need to deliver your lines with 
enough volume for everyone to hear. A good tip is to 
take a deep breath before speaking!

Whole-Class Drama
In your groups, first practise using the scripts you have been given. If you 

can, try learning your lines.
Remember intonation, tone and volume!

After everyone has had 
some chance to practice, 

you will have the chance to 
perform your scene.
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Constructive Feedback

What was effective about the performances you have just seen?

What did you think could be improved? How could it be improved?

Remember to make your 
feedback constructive: this 

means it gives the other person 
helpful advice to build on.
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 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can use inference to understand how a character 
develops emotionally throughout a story. 

Week 1 Friday 
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 Yellow – Battling for 
Scotland

 Green – Meeting the 
witches

 Blue – Killing the King
 Red – Seeing Banquo at 

the banquet
 Purple – Getting a second 

prophecy 
 Black – Battling for his 

crown

Role on the wall - Macbeth

 Yellow – Receiving the 
letter with the 
prophecy 

 Green – Watching her 
husband kill the king

 Blue – Planting the 
dagger

 Red – Sleep walking
 Purple – Before her 

death

Role on the wall – Lady Macbeth
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 Yellow – Battling for 
Scotland

 Green – Hearing the 
prophecy

 Blue – Riding out with 
his son

Role on the wall – Banquo

 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can 

Week 1 Monday 
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Act I, Scene 3: Macbeth and Banquo meet the witches 
Act I, Scene 5: Lady Macbeth reads Macbeth’s letter and dedicates herself to the 
murder of Duncan; Macbeth returns to the castle 
Act II, Scene 2: The murder scene: Lady Macbeth tries to calm Macbeth’s fears 
about what he has done. 
Act III, Scene 4: The banquet scene: following the murder of Banquo, Macbeth and 
his wife hold a banquet which is interrupted by the appearance of Banquo’s ghost 
Act IV, Scene 1: Macbeth consults the witches again. They call up apparitions, one 
of which says that he is safe until Birnam wood comes to Dunsinane castle. 
Act V, Scene 1: The sleepwalking scene; Lady Macbeth’s guilt haunts her sleep 
Act IV, Scene 5: Birnam wood begins to move; Macbeth and his army defend 
Dunsinane castle from Duncan’s sons’ army; Lady Macbeth’s death is reported; a 
messenger brings news of the wood moving towards the castle. 

Main acts and scenes to pick from

 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can give personal justifications.

Week 2 Tuesday 
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You have arrived at your destination:

Scotland
in Medieval Times (c. 11th Century)

Who are the
Characters we Meet?

Macbeth Lady Macbeth King Duncan Malcolm

Fleance Banquo Macduff Witches
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Macbeth - Thane of Glamis (pronounced: glarms) and his mate Banquo have just finished 
at a battle and are on the way home when they meet three witches.
The witches tell Macbeth that he will become the Thane of Cawdor and also King of 
Scotland. Macbeth is surprised (as you would be). They tell Banquo that his descendants 
will become kings.

Soon, the King makes Macbeth the Thane of Cawdor because he was so brave in the 
battle. Macbeth is getting a bit excited that the predictions are coming true. Banquo is not 
so sure. Macbeth writes to tell his wife, Lady Macbeth, she also gets very excited. So much 
so, that when she hears that King Duncan is coming to their house she plots to kill him so 
that Macbeth can be king, just like the witches said.
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Lady Macbeth gets evil spirits to help her kill the king, but she talks Macbeth into doing 
the actual deed. Macbeth stabs King Duncan to death, and Lady Macbeth frames the 
servants for the crime by putting the dagger next to them.

The next morning, Macduff arrives and he is the one who discovers King Duncan’s body. 
Macbeth now kills the King’s servants so that they do not say they are innocent. Macbeth 
tells everyone that he killed them as he was angry they had killed the King.
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King Duncan’s sons – Malcolm and Donalbain – run away far from the area in case 
someone wants to kill them too (even though they do not know who),
but no one (apart from the Macbeths) is actually sure who killed the King.
However, Macbeth is crowned King because Donalbain and Malcolm made themselves 
suspects by running away.

Macbeth now knows that two predictions have come true. He also remembers that the 
other prediction was about Banquo’s sons becoming kings. Macbeth feels threatened and 
decides that Banquo and his son, Fleance, must die too. However the plan goes a bit 
wrong, Banquo dies but Fleance escapes…
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Whilst at a royal feast, Banquo’s ghost comes back and scares the living daylights out of 
Macbeth. People think he’s lost the plot as they can’t see the ghost. Lady Macbeth tells 
everyone to go home. Macbeth is in such a mess that he visits the witches again to see 
what they predict for him now.

This time the witches say three things:

1. You will be safe until the trees move towards you.
2. No one ‘born of woman’ will kill you.
3. Beware Macduff.
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Macbeth thinks about the witches predictions and he feels quite secure as trees can’t 
move and everyone must be ‘born of woman’. However, the ‘Beware Macduff’ bit is 
playing on his mind. Macduff is away in England, but Macbeth has his family killed 
anyway, just to be sure.

Macduff hears about the killings and is so angry he gets together with Malcolm (King 
Duncan’s son). They gather an army together to seize back the throne from Macbeth…
…When they are ready to take Macbeth’s castle they hide under trees as camouflage and 
move forward. 
(Note: witches’ prediction of moving trees.)
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Meanwhile, Lady Macbeth also loses the plot. As a result of all the killings, she feels guilty 
and has started sleep walking, talking to herself and washing imaginary blood from her 
hands. She says one of the play’s famous lines:
“Out damned spot!” (meaning “get clean”) 
She eventually kills herself.

Finally, Macbeth and Macduff have it out in a fight on the battlefield.
During the fight, Macduff reveals that he was born by Caesarean section and therefore 
not ‘born of woman’ just like the witches said.

Macbeth realises he is doomed and Macduff kills him.
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Malcolm becomes king and makes a big speech to everyone saying everything will be 
alright. In this speech he calls the Macbeths: “the dead butcher and his fiend-like queen,” 
then invites everyone to come and see him crowned at Scone Castle.

Saying the word ‘Macbeth’ in a theatre or a production is thought to be very 
unlucky. 
People call it ‘The Scottish Play’ instead.

Did You Know?

Why?

In times past, if your play wasn’t doing very well in the theatre it would be 
closed and in its place people normally put on Macbeth as it was always 
popular.

So, saying “Macbeth” was and is like telling people that your play won’t be 
successful.
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 Likes?
 Dislikes?
 Patterns?
 Puzzles?

Tell me…
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 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can recognise and use possessive apostrophes. 

 I can recognise and use commas to avoid ambiguity. 

Week 2 Wednesday 

Punctuation Focus

Can you describe the difference between these words
and how the meaning is affected?

Discuss with a partner to see if you agree.

Apostrophes for possession.

witch’s witches witches’

Indicates 
something 

belonging to one 
witch, e.g.

The witch’s cat.

Indicates a plural 
to show more 

than one witch, 
e.g. There were 
three witches.

Indicates 
something 

belonging to more 
than one witch, 
e.g. The witches’ 

predictions.

127

128



04/07/2023

129

130



04/07/2023

131

132



04/07/2023

133

134



04/07/2023

Commas for clarity.
What is happening here?
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How does the comma change things?
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Write a sentence about this picture 
using commas to mark parenthesis.
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 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can compare and contrast methods of story telling. 

Week 2 Thursday 

 KS2 English: Macbeth. 1: The Weird Sisters - BBC Teach
Story animated (newer version)

BBC TV Shakespeare Macbeth (1983) - Bing video
Play performance 

https://youtu.be/qfnUq2_0FOY
Story animated (older version)

Different versions…
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 Write a short reflection about each version.

 What did you think worked well?
 What did you find challenging?
 What do you think Shakespeare himself would make 

of how his story is being told?

Having read, watched and performed 
Macbeth…

 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can speak with confidence and fluency. 

 I can recognise key features of a letter. 

Week 2 Friday 
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In the story, Macbeth sends a letter to his wife, Lady Macbeth, after he has 
encountered the witches and then the King’s messengers.

Macbeth Sends a Letter

Having also just been 
victorious in a huge 
battle, imagine the 

feelings and emotions he 
will have had.

What do you think he 
would have written to his 

wife?

Model text –
Macbeth’s letter 

to his wife 
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 1st person
 Past tense
 Date
 Greeting 
 Closing farewell
 Informal tone
 Contractions
 Exclamations
 Personal thoughts, feelings and hopes

Informal letter writing – find these 
features on your copy of the model text.

 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can plan and develop initial ideas for a letter.

Week 3 Monday 
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Success Criteria
• I can plan a letter in the style of a character.

• I can refer to events and details from the story.

• I can convey feelings and emotions from the view of the character.

• I can use informal language.

A Letter from Lady Macbeth

Imagine Lady Macbeth writes back to her husband. What will she say?

Story Update:
After Macbeth writes to tell his 
wife, Lady Macbeth, she also 
gets very excited. So much so, 
that when she hears that King 
Duncan is coming to their 
house she plots to kill him so 
that Macbeth can be king, just 
like the witches said.
#ismelltrouble 
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Hot Seating

Lady Macbeth will read Macbeth’s letter aloud as if for 
the first time.

Stop and pause at different sections to give own 
responses and thoughts while reading.

After reading, question Lady Macbeth.

Let’s organise what Lady Macbeth will say in return to Macbeth’s letter. 

Letter Planning

Consider the three sections he told us: Make your own initial notes and ideas, 
remembering to write in first person, about how Lady Macbeth might respond to each 

piece of news.

Battle

Witches

News
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Next we are going to share ideas for the letter from our planning sheets.

Sharing Ideas

Select any of your favourite notes that you have added so far, ready to read 
aloud. Listen carefully to the ideas of others as you may be able to add to your 

written notes and develop them further.

Compare your notes to some of these ideas. Did you have some of the same 
thoughts? What else can you add to your plan?

Planning Example

Witches

NewsBattle

Pleased Scotland 
won the battle 

against Norway and 
you’re alive

Will expect you 
home soon so 

you can be 
looked after 
and recover 
from battle 

Need to be 
wary of Banquo

Want to be 
queen

Trust they are 
speaking the truth 

and excited May need to act to fulfil 
prophecy 

New title is 
wonderful 

Will make the 
castle ready for 
the King’s visit
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 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can offer ideas.
 I can collaborate.

Week 3 Tuesday 

Compare your notes to some of these ideas. Did you have some of the same 
thoughts? What else can you add to your plan?

Planning Example

Witches

NewsBattle

Pleased Scotland 
won the battle 

against Norway and 
you’re alive

Will expect you 
home soon so 

you can be 
looked after 
and recover 
from battle 

Need to be 
wary of Banquo

Want to be 
queen

Trust they are 
speaking the truth 

and excited May need to act to fulfil 
prophecy 

New title is 
wonderful 

Will make the 
castle ready for 
the King’s visit
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As a class, write the letter in response to Macbeth’s

Shared Writing

Scotland
10th March1056

To my darling husband,

What tremendous news you shared with me about the battle against 
Norway! You must be exhausted, so travel home with haste and safety.   
Preparations are underway for your return and then we shall speak in 
confidence about the things to come.  

Therefore, these strange and incredible events you speak of, ensure you 
speak to no one else about them but me.  These three ugly old hags – like 
witches around a cauldron – you came across on the heath DO SPEAK THE 
TRUTH.  I am sure, you will be king as I will be queen.   But we need to be 
careful to whom we speak and I fear we may also need to act….  

Remember to keep in mind the audience for the letter 
(your husband, Macbeth) and the purpose (to tell him 
your thoughts on his letter).

Complete the letter in groups.

What worked well in the letter we just started writing together?

What should we note down that you would like to use? 

What conventions must be followed for the layout?

What about style, vocabulary and punctuation?
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What is meant by a relative clause?

Relative Clause Challenge

A relative clause will start with a relative pronoun, such as: 
who, which, where, when, whose or that

Can anyone think of an examples which may fit into the 
letter or remember one which was used?

Banquo, who has remained by my side, was a 
warrior to the end.

Over the heath, which was otherwise 
deserted, we came across three ugly old hags.

The Big Check – swap your letter with 
other groups.

Check their writing through carefully.

• Does the writing have correct punctuation and spelling?

• Are there any words or sentences to double check?

• Have they included suitable vocabulary and language to match 
the style or can you improve or substitute any words?

• How does their letter demonstrate the correct features and 
layout?

• Have they referred to the relevant details from the story, using 
the correct tense and first person?
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 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can plan and organise my ideas. 

Week 3 Wednesday 

 You can choose who you are in the story, at what point in the 
story you are going to write and to whom you are writing.

Ideas could include:
 Banquo writing to his son after meeting the witches for the first 

time and explaining that they said his sons would be kings.
 Macduff servants writing to Macduff to explain the slaughter of 

his family by King Macbeth.
 Macbeth writing a letter to Banquo’s ghost after having him 

murdered. 

Now you are going to write a letter 
independently. 
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Who is writing the letter?
Who are they writing to?

What is the purpose of the letter?
What has just happened?  
How is the writer feeling?

Planning

Thoughts 
and feelings

EventsReason for 
writing

________________
________________

_______

_____________
_____________
_____________
_____________

____________
____________

__________

___________
___________
___________

______

_______________
_______________
_______________

_______
___________________
___________________

________________

_________________
_________________

____

____________
____________
____________

____

 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can write a letter.

 I can edit and improve my writing. 

Week 3 Thursday 
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 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can publish my letter.

 I can offer feedback to my peers. 

Week 3 Friday 

 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can speak with confidence and fluency.

 I can recognise features of a newspaper report. 

Week 4 Monday 
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On the grim evening of November 10th, the great King Duncan of Scotland was murdered in his 
chamber. According to a castle  porter, King Duncan was paying a visit to the castle of his Thane, Lord 
Macbeth, during the time of his death. The porter further mentioned that Lord Macbeth had arranged 
a grand feast for the king and his sons during their visit to Macbeth’s castle in celebration of 
Macbeth’s new titles. 

After the feast, drunken guests retired to their correct chamber.  No disturbances were recorded 
throughout the night.  The following morning, however, was when the King was found lying dead in his 
bed with multiple stab wounds to the chest.

The main suspects of this unexpected murder include the King’s two sons, as well as his guards. The 
guards were found the next morning with the murder weapons, along with blood smeared all up and 
down their body. However, Duncan’s sons fled the scene and are also suspected for the murder of 
their father. 

Lord Macbeth stated that Macduff and Lennox were called to the castle to visit King Duncan, but 
when they entered their king’s chamber they found him murdered.  Macbeth continued, “I spotted the 
guards with the murder weapons on them and killed them immediately in the name of my King.” 

Investigators are now searching for the King’s sons and will look carefully at the evidence left at the 
scene. 

Beloved Duncan Murdered!

On the grim evening of November 10th, the great King Duncan of Scotland was murdered in his 
chamber. According to a castle  porter, King Duncan was paying a visit to the castle of his Thane, Lord 
Macbeth, during the time of his death. The porter further mentioned that Lord Macbeth had arranged 
a grand feast for the king and his sons during their visit to Macbeth’s castle in celebration of 
Macbeth’s new titles. 

After the feast, drunken guests retired to their correct chamber.  No disturbances were recorded 
throughout the night.  The following morning, however, was when the King was found lying dead in his 
bed with multiple stab wounds to the chest.

The main suspects of this unexpected murder include the King’s two sons, as well as his guards. The 
guards were found the next morning with the murder weapons, along with blood smeared all up and 
down their body. However, Duncan’s sons fled the scene and are also suspected for the murder of 
their father. 

Lord Macbeth stated that Macduff and Lennox were called to the castle to visit King Duncan, but 
when they entered their king’s chamber they found him murdered.  Macbeth continued, “I spotted the 
guards with the murder weapons on them and killed them immediately in the name of my King.” 

Investigators are now searching for the King’s sons and will look carefully at the evidence left at the 
scene. 

Beloved Duncan Murdered!
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On the grim evening of November 10th, the great King Duncan of Scotland was murdered in his 
chamber. According to a castle  porter, King Duncan was paying a visit to the castle of his Thane, Lord 
Macbeth, during the time of his death. The porter further mentioned that Lord Macbeth had arranged 
a grand feast for the king and his sons during their visit to Macbeth’s castle in celebration of 
Macbeth’s new titles.

After the feast, drunken guests retired to their correct chamber.  No disturbances were recorded 
throughout the night.  The following morning, however, was when the King was found lying dead in his 
bed with multiple stab wounds to the chest.

The main suspects of this unexpected murder include the King’s two sons, as well as his guards. The 
guards were found the next morning with the murder weapons, along with blood smeared all up and 
down their body. However, Duncan’s sons fled the scene and are also suspected for the murder of 
their father. 

Lord Macbeth stated that Macduff and Lennox were called to the castle to visit King Duncan, but 
when they entered their king’s chamber they found him murdered.  Macbeth continued, “I spotted the 
guards with the murder weapons on them and killed them immediately in the name of my King.” 

Investigators are now searching for the King’s sons and will look carefully at the evidence left at the 
scene. 

Beloved Duncan Murdered!

On the grim evening of November 10th, the great King Duncan of Scotland was murdered in his 
chamber. According to a castle  porter, King Duncan was paying a visit to the castle of his Thane, Lord 
Macbeth, during the time of his death. The porter further mentioned that Lord Macbeth had arranged 
a grand feast for the king and his sons during their visit to Macbeth’s castle in celebration of 
Macbeth’s new titles. 

After the feast, drunken guests retired to their correct chamber.  No disturbances were recorded 
throughout the night.  The following morning, however, was when the King was found lying dead in his 
bed with multiple stab wounds to the chest.

The main suspects of this unexpected murder include the King’s two sons, as well as his guards. The 
guards were found the next morning with the murder weapons, along with blood smeared all up and 
down their body. However, Duncan’s sons fled the scene and are also suspected for the murder of 
their father. 

Lord Macbeth stated that Macduff and Lennox were called to the castle to visit King Duncan, but 
when they entered their king’s chamber they found him murdered.  Macbeth continued, “I spotted the 
guards with the murder weapons on them and killed them immediately in the name of my King.”

Investigators are now searching for the King’s sons and will look carefully at the evidence left at the 
scene. 

Beloved Duncan Murdered!
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On the grim evening of November 10th, the great King Duncan of Scotland was murdered in his 
chamber. According to a castle  porter, King Duncan was paying a visit to the castle of his Thane, Lord 
Macbeth, during the time of his death. The porter further mentioned that Lord Macbeth had arranged 
a grand feast for the king and his sons during their visit to Macbeth’s castle in celebration of 
Macbeth’s new titles. 

After the feast, drunken guests retired to their correct chamber.  No disturbances were recorded 
throughout the night.  The following morning, however, was when the King was found lying dead in his 
bed with multiple stab wounds to the chest.

The main suspects of this unexpected murder include the King’s two sons, as well as his guards. The 
guards were found the next morning with the murder weapons, along with blood smeared all up and 
down their body. However, Duncan’s sons fled the scene and are also suspected for the murder of 
their father. 

Lord Macbeth stated that Macduff and Lennox were called to the castle to visit King Duncan, but 
when they entered their king’s chamber they found him murdered.  Macbeth continued, “I spotted the 
guards with the murder weapons on them and killed them immediately in the name of my King.” 

Investigators are now searching for the King’s sons and will look carefully at the evidence left at the 
scene. 

Beloved Duncan Murdered!

On the grim evening of November 10th, the great King Duncan of Scotland was murdered in his 
chamber. According to a castle  porter, King Duncan was paying a visit to the castle of his Thane, Lord 
Macbeth, during the time of his death. The porter further mentioned that Lord Macbeth had arranged 
a grand feast for the king and his sons during their visit to Macbeth’s castle in celebration of 
Macbeth’s new titles. 

After the feast, drunken guests retired to their correct chamber.  No disturbances were recorded 
throughout the night.  The following morning, however, was when the King was found lying dead in his 
bed with multiple stab wounds to the chest.

The main suspects of this unexpected murder include the King’s two sons, as well as his guards. The 
guards were found the next morning with the murder weapons, along with blood smeared all up and 
down their body. However, Duncan’s sons fled the scene and are also suspected for the murder of 
their father. 

Lord Macbeth stated that Macduff and Lennox were called to the castle to visit King Duncan, but 
when they entered their king’s chamber they found him murdered.  Macbeth continued, “I spotted the 
guards with the murder weapons on them and killed them immediately in the name of my King.” 

Investigators are now searching for the King’s sons and will look carefully at the evidence left at the 
scene.

Beloved Duncan Murdered!
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On the grim evening of November 10th, the great King Duncan of Scotland was murdered in his 
chamber. According to a castle  porter, King Duncan was paying a visit to the castle of his Thane, Lord 
Macbeth, during the time of his death. The porter further mentioned that Lord Macbeth had arranged 
a grand feast for the king and his sons during their visit to Macbeth’s castle in celebration of 
Macbeth’s new titles. 

After the feast, drunken guests retired to their correct chamber.  No disturbances were recorded 
throughout the night.  The following morning, however, was when the King was found lying dead in his 
bed with multiple stab wounds to the chest.

The main suspects of this unexpected murder include the King’s two sons, as well as his guards. The 
guards were found the next morning with the murder weapons, along with blood smeared all up and 
down their body. However, Duncan’s sons fled the scene and are also suspected for the murder of 
their father. 

Lord Macbeth stated that Macduff and Lennox were called to the castle to visit King Duncan, but 
when they entered their king’s chamber they found him murdered.  Macbeth continued, “I spotted the 
guards with the murder weapons on them and killed them immediately in the name of my King.” 

Investigators are now searching for the King’s sons and will look carefully at the evidence left at the 
scene. 

Beloved Duncan Murdered!

On the grim evening of November 10th, the great King Duncan of Scotland was murdered in his 
chamber. According to a castle  porter, King Duncan was paying a visit to the castle of his Thane, Lord 
Macbeth, during the time of his death. The porter further mentioned that Lord Macbeth had arranged 
a grand feast for the king and his sons during their visit to Macbeth’s castle in celebration of 
Macbeth’s new titles. 

After the feast, drunken guests retired to their correct chamber.  No disturbances were recorded 
throughout the night.  The following morning, however, was when the King was found lying dead in his 
bed with multiple stab wounds to the chest.

The main suspects of this unexpected murder include the King’s two sons, as well as his guards. The 
guards were found the next morning with the murder weapons, along with blood smeared all up and 
down their body. However, Duncan’s sons fled the scene and are also suspected for the murder of 
their father. 

Lord Macbeth stated that Macduff and Lennox were called to the castle to visit King Duncan, but 
when they entered their king’s chamber they found him murdered.  Macbeth continued, “I spotted the 
guards with the murder weapons on them and killed them immediately in the name of my King.” 

Investigators are now searching for the King’s sons and will look carefully at the evidence left at the 
scene. 

Beloved Duncan Murdered!
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On the grim evening of November 10th, the great King Duncan of Scotland was murdered in his 
chamber. According to a castle  porter, King Duncan was paying a visit to the castle of his Thane, Lord 
Macbeth, during the time of his death. The porter further mentioned that Lord Macbeth had arranged 
a grand feast for the king and his sons during their visit to Macbeth’s castle in celebration of 
Macbeth’s new titles. 

After the feast, drunken guests retired to their correct chamber.  No disturbances were recorded 
throughout the night.  The following morning, however, was when the King was found lying dead in his 
bed with multiple stab wounds to the chest.

The main suspects of this unexpected murder include the King’s two sons, as well as his guards. The 
guards were found the next morning with the murder weapons, along with blood smeared all up and 
down their body. However, Duncan’s sons fled the scene and are also suspected for the murder of 
their father. 

Lord Macbeth stated that Macduff and Lennox were called to the castle to visit King Duncan, but 
when they entered their king’s chamber they found him murdered.  Macbeth continued, “I spotted the 
guards with the murder weapons on them and killed them immediately in the name of my King.” 

Investigators are now searching for the King’s sons and will look carefully at the evidence left at the 
scene. 

Beloved Duncan Murdered!

 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can identify main events.
 I can use descriptive language to explain events. 

Week 4 Tuesday 
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On the grim evening of November 10th, the great King Duncan of Scotland was murdered in his 
chamber. According to a castle  porter, King Duncan was paying a visit to the castle of his Thane, Lord 
Macbeth, during the time of his death. The porter further mentioned that Lord Macbeth had arranged 
a grand feast for the king and his sons during their visit to Macbeth’s castle in celebration of 
Macbeth’s new titles. 

After the feast, drunken guests retired to their correct chamber.  No disturbances were recorded 
throughout the night.  The following morning, however, was when the King was found lying dead in his 
bed with multiple stab wounds to the chest.

The main suspects of this unexpected murder include the King’s two sons, as well as his guards. The 
guards were found the next morning with the murder weapons, along with blood smeared all up and 
down their body. However, Duncan’s sons fled the scene and are also suspected for the murder of 
their father. 

Lord Macbeth stated that Macduff and Lennox were called to the castle to visit King Duncan, but 
when they entered their king’s chamber they found him murdered.  Macbeth continued, “I spotted the 
guards with the murder weapons on them and killed them immediately in the name of my King.” 

Investigators are now searching for the King’s sons and will look carefully at the evidence left at the 
scene. 

Beloved Duncan Murdered!

Success Criteria
• I can identify and note the main events from a scene or story.

• I can choose suitable vocabulary to add description.

• I can include precise vocabulary for a reporting style.
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Let’s recap and discuss the main recent events leading up towards the 
ending of the story.

Discuss

• What were the witches’ first and second 
sets of predictions?

• What were the events surrounding 
Macbeth becoming King?

• What led to the deaths of Duncan and 
Banquo?

• Why did Malcolm and Donalbain flee in 
terror?

Story Ending - recap

However, the ‘Beware 
Macduff’ bit is playing on 
his mind. Macduff is away 
in England, but Macbeth 
has his family killed 
anyway, just to be sure.

Macbeth thinks about the witches predictions and he feels quite secure as 
trees can’t move and everyone must be ‘born of woman’. 
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Macduff hears about the killings and is so angry he gets together with 
Malcolm (King Duncan’s son). They gather an army together to seize back 

the throne from Macbeth.

When they are ready to take 
Macbeth’s castle they hide 
under trees as camouflage and 
move forward. 
(Note: witches’ prediction of 
moving trees.)

Story Ending - recap

Meanwhile, Lady Macbeth also loses the plot. As a result of all the killings, 
she feels guilty and has started sleep walking, talking to herself and washing 

imaginary blood from her hands.

She says one of the play’s famous lines:

Story Ending - recap

“Out damned spot!” (meaning 
“get clean”) 

She eventually kills herself.
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Finally, Macbeth and Macduff have it out in a fight on the battlefield.
During the fight, Macduff reveals that he was born by Caesarean section and 

therefore not ‘born of woman’ just like the witches said.
Macbeth realises he is doomed and Macduff kills him.

Story Ending - recap

Story Ending - recap
Malcolm becomes King and makes a big speech to everyone saying everything 
will be alright. In this speech, he calls the Macbeths: “the dead butcher and his 

fiend-like queen,” then invites everyone to come and see him crowned at 
Scone Castle.
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Recount and Reporting

What could your opening line be? Make it snappy and sensational 
– but also informative and descriptive!

Your task is to become a reporter and plan a recount of the events at Glamis 
Castle, ready for a newspaper-style report.

What do you think are the main events to include?

?

Use the idea of the 5 Ws (who, what, 
where, when, why) as a basis for the 
summary.

Try to keep to a newspaper reporting 
style.

Here is an example of three planning circles for a newspaper report, with ideas 
for each. Can you create your own plan of what you will include?

Planning a Report

Opening

Developmen
t

Closing 
Statements

Huge battle 
yesterday on High 

Dunsinane Hill

Evil tyrant 
Macbeth has 

been overthrown

Macduff marched from 
Great Birnam Wood

Macduff, Thane of Fife, 
raised an army in England

Malcolm (eldest son of 
former King Duncan) is new 

King of Scotland
Witness quote

Macbeth’s reign at 
an end

Hope for the 
future of Scotland

Lady Macbeth also 
found dead

Rumours about 
Macbeth’s past
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What a boring sentence! Can you expand upon this simple sentence? 

Building Description
Macbeth was killed.

How did you improve the sentence? (e.g. adding 
adjectives or fronted adverbial at the beginning, 

more sensational or well-chosen vocabulary, 
additional clause with information at the end)

 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can use direct speech. 

Week 4 Wednesday 
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On the grim evening of November 10th, the great King Duncan of Scotland was murdered in his 
chamber. According to a castle  porter, King Duncan was paying a visit to the castle of his Thane, Lord 
Macbeth, during the time of his death. The porter further mentioned that Lord Macbeth had arranged 
a grand feast for the king and his sons during their visit to Macbeth’s castle in celebration of 
Macbeth’s new titles. 

After the feast, drunken guests retired to their correct chamber.  No disturbances were recorded 
throughout the night.  The following morning, however, was when the King was found lying dead in his 
bed with multiple stab wounds to the chest.

The main suspects of this unexpected murder include the King’s two sons, as well as his guards. The 
guards were found the next morning with the murder weapons, along with blood smeared all up and 
down their body. However, Duncan’s sons fled the scene and are also suspected for the murder of 
their father. 

Lord Macbeth stated that Macduff and Lennox were called to the castle to visit King Duncan, but 
when they entered their king’s chamber they found him murdered.  Macbeth continued, “I spotted the 
guards with the murder weapons on them and killed them immediately in the name of my King.” 

Investigators are now searching for the King’s sons and will look carefully at the evidence left at the 
scene. 

Beloved Duncan Murdered!

In groups, recreate this battle scene. 

Freeze Frame and then discuss how each character is feeling.

Freeze framing 
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Describe what you are seeing and how you think people are acting / feeling.

Let’s add a witness.

 Interview the witness.

 Write down some key quotes.

 If you can remember the words they said correctly, 
use speech marks.

 “The king looked crazy!” 
 “I knew he was going to lose!”

Witness reports
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 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can recognise indirect speech.

Week 4 Thursday 

On the grim evening of November 10th, the great King Duncan of Scotland was murdered in his 
chamber. According to a castle  porter, King Duncan was paying a visit to the castle of his Thane, Lord 
Macbeth, during the time of his death. The porter further mentioned that Lord Macbeth had arranged 
a grand feast for the king and his sons during their visit to Macbeth’s castle in celebration of 
Macbeth’s new titles. 

After the feast, drunken guests retired to their correct chamber.  No disturbances were recorded 
throughout the night.  The following morning, however, was when the King was found lying dead in his 
bed with multiple stab wounds to the chest.

The main suspects of this unexpected murder include the King’s two sons, as well as his guards. The 
guards were found the next morning with the murder weapons, along with blood smeared all up and 
down their body. However, Duncan’s sons fled the scene and are also suspected for the murder of 
their father. 

Lord Macbeth stated that Macduff and Lennox were called to the castle to visit King Duncan, but 
when they entered their king’s chamber they found him murdered.  Macbeth continued, “I spotted the 
guards with the murder weapons on them and killed them immediately in the name of my King.” 

Investigators are now searching for the King’s sons and will look carefully at the evidence left at the 
scene. 

Beloved Duncan Murdered!
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Find a witness. 

Interview the witness on seeing 
the woods move.

Don’t write down their words 
exactly.

Think about what they are 
saying and then use your own 
words to sum up their 
thoughts.

In groups, freeze Frame this scene.

 You must acknowledge that someone was a witness and 
this is what they believe, but you don’t use their exact 
words.

 A witness stated that the woods began to get bigger and 
that was when they realised the branches were being held 
by soldiers who were advancing. 

No need for speech marks as these are not the exact words 
used by the witness. 

Indirect speech
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 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can recognise bias. 

Week 4 Friday 

On the grim evening of November 10th, the great King Duncan of Scotland was murdered in his 
chamber. According to a castle  porter, King Duncan was paying a visit to the castle of his Thane, Lord 
Macbeth, during the time of his death. The porter further mentioned that Lord Macbeth had arranged 
a grand feast for the king and his sons during their visit to Macbeth’s castle in celebration of 
Macbeth’s new titles. 

After the feast, drunken guests retired to their correct chamber.  No disturbances were recorded 
throughout the night.  The following morning, however, was when the King was found lying dead in his 
bed with multiple stab wounds to the chest.

The main suspects of this unexpected murder include the King’s two sons, as well as his guards. The 
guards were found the next morning with the murder weapons, along with blood smeared all up and 
down their body. However, Duncan’s sons fled the scene and are also suspected for the murder of 
their father. 

Lord Macbeth stated that Macduff and Lennox were called to the castle to visit King Duncan, but 
when they entered their king’s chamber they found him murdered.  Macbeth continued, “I spotted the 
guards with the murder weapons on them and killed them immediately in the name of my King.” 

Investigators are now searching for the King’s sons and will look carefully at the evidence left at the 
scene. 

Beloved Duncan Murdered!
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 Who might you interview as a witness?

 What might be your headline?

 What words and phrases might you use that show 
you are upset or sad that Macbeth is dead?

Imagine you are a newspaper 
reporter who loved King Macbeth.

It was with great sadness that King Macbeth lost his life 
today in a tremendous battle.  

Witnesses stated that he bravely battled side by side 
with his soldiers until the very end.

One servant said, “He knew his wife had died and that is 
why I think he lost, he just gave up hope.”

Tragic loss of our dear King

203

204



04/07/2023

 who might you interview as a witness?

 What might be your headline?

 What words and phrases might you use that show 
you are glad that Macbeth is dead?

Imagine you are a newspaper 
reporter who loved King Duncan.

 It is with joy that King Duncan’s murderer is now dead and the 
crown of Scotland can be returned to a legitimate king.  
Macbeth and his armies were destroyed today on the 
battlefield…..

 One soldier stated that they saw Macbeth madly shouting at the 
air and blindly slashing his sword and even his own men.

 A servant in his own household claimed, “I am glad he is dead, 
the man was crazy and I suspect he murdered King Duncan 
himself, just so he could be king!”

At last, the rightful heir returns!
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 With newspaper reports, most reporters try to claim 
that they are writing just the facts and that there is 
not a bias.

 However, reporters are human and they will have an 
opinion which sometimes comes through in their 
reports even if they try very hard not to let it show. 

So who is right?

Bias
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 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can edit and improve notes. 

Week 5 Monday 

On the grim evening of November 10th, the great King Duncan of Scotland was murdered in his 
chamber. According to a castle  porter, King Duncan was paying a visit to the castle of his Thane, Lord 
Macbeth, during the time of his death. The porter further mentioned that Lord Macbeth had arranged 
a grand feast for the king and his sons during their visit to Macbeth’s castle in celebration of 
Macbeth’s new titles. 

After the feast, drunken guests retired to their correct chamber.  No disturbances were recorded 
throughout the night.  The following morning, however, was when the King was found lying dead in his 
bed with multiple stab wounds to the chest.

The main suspects of this unexpected murder include the King’s two sons, as well as his guards. The 
guards were found the next morning with the murder weapons, along with blood smeared all up and 
down their body. However, Duncan’s sons fled the scene and are also suspected for the murder of 
their father. 

Lord Macbeth stated that Macduff and Lennox were called to the castle to visit King Duncan, but 
when they entered their king’s chamber they found him murdered.  Macbeth continued, “I spotted the 
guards with the murder weapons on them and killed them immediately in the name of my King.” 

Investigators are now searching for the King’s sons and will look carefully at the evidence left at the 
scene. 

Beloved Duncan Murdered!
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Look at this simple sentence, which may have come from someone’s 
planning notes. Can you improve the sentence using appropriate editing 

techniques? You could use a dictionary and thesaurus, if available.

Turning Notes into Sentences

In the early hours of the morning, the formidable Macduff and his ferocious 
army marched purposefully towards Dunsinane Hill – clearly in search of a 

triumphant revenge over the evil tyrant, Macbeth.

Macduff’s army marched.

Opening Paragraph

Note: we will write headlines at the end of the lesson.

Shared writing…

Yesterday, later in the afternoon, King 
Macbeth drew his final breath on the 
battlefield.  The blood soaked fields 
surrounding the King’s castle were silent 
after Macbeth fell.  
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Complete Reports

Now work in groups to complete the remainder of your newspaper reports 
and check features.

Use your planning notes to help.

Use Macbeth Word Mat to help if needed.

Include opinions and quotes in the 
newspaper article. Which characters in 
the story might be quoted?

Remember varied sentence structure, 
including short sentences for impact. 
Consider what punctuation could be used 
within the article.

Headlines

Let’s list some examples. You may either choose from one of those examples 
shared or create one of your own to fill into your work.

Based on our complete reports, can anyone think of a suitable headline? 

What should a good headline contain?
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 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can create a headline and organise my ideas. 

 I can interview people to get direct and indirect 
quotes. 

Week 5 Tuesday 

On the grim evening of November 10th, the great King Duncan of Scotland was murdered in his 
chamber. According to a castle  porter, King Duncan was paying a visit to the castle of his Thane, Lord 
Macbeth, during the time of his death. The porter further mentioned that Lord Macbeth had arranged 
a grand feast for the king and his sons during their visit to Macbeth’s castle in celebration of 
Macbeth’s new titles. 

After the feast, drunken guests retired to their correct chamber.  No disturbances were recorded 
throughout the night.  The following morning, however, was when the King was found lying dead in his 
bed with multiple stab wounds to the chest.

The main suspects of this unexpected murder include the King’s two sons, as well as his guards. The 
guards were found the next morning with the murder weapons, along with blood smeared all up and 
down their body. However, Duncan’s sons fled the scene and are also suspected for the murder of 
their father. 

Lord Macbeth stated that Macduff and Lennox were called to the castle to visit King Duncan, but 
when they entered their king’s chamber they found him murdered.  Macbeth continued, “I spotted the 
guards with the murder weapons on them and killed them immediately in the name of my King.” 

Investigators are now searching for the King’s sons and will look carefully at the evidence left at the 
scene. 

Beloved Duncan Murdered!
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Independent Writing

Lady Macbeth Newspaper Report

Your independent task is to write a newspaper report about the death of 
Lady Macbeth.

The Big Plan

Remember the way that we planned our previous newspaper report, 
including an opening paragraph by thinking of the 5 Ws (Who? What? Where? 

When? Why?).

You should try to link the report to events in the story but 
you can also use your imagination to add details which will 

make an interesting article.

Also consider the following:

newspaper style

formality

organisation

presentation
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Drama – interviews 

Work in groups to get ideas for quotes within your story.   Use these ideas to think 
about your structure and what your headline might be.  Are you going to be bias?

Your events/details may include:

Lady Macbeth’s early actions in the story, what people may 
know about her or what they may think.

Her changing state and possible strange behaviour 
after Macbeth became King.

News of her being found dead after eventually 
killing herself.

 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can plan my newspaper report. 

 I can orally tell my report. 

Week 5 Wednesday 
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Choice of planning templates…

 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can write a formal newspaper report with a clear 
bias. 

 I can edit and improve my writing. 

Week 5 Thursday 
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 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can publish my newspaper report.

 I can use computing skills to present my work.  

Week 5 Friday 

 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can speak with confidence and fluency. 

 I can recognise archaic language. 

Week 6 Monday 
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 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can collaborate and share ideas.

 I can recognise rhyming couplets.

Week 6 Tuesday 
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Double, double toil and trouble;
Fire burn and cauldron bubble.
Fillet of a fenny snake;
In the cauldron boil and bake.
Eye of newt and toe of frog;
Wool of bat and tongue of dog.
Adder’s fork and blind-worm’s sting;
Lizard’s leg and howlet’s wing.
For a charm of powerful trouble;
Like a hell-broth boil and bubble.

Shared writing – rhyming couplets

 Brainstorm some disgusting things that could go in 
the cauldron.

 Think about how it might react in there.

 Think about words that would rhyme. 

Let’s write our own version together.
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Cauldron froth and potion churn;
Make this mixture bubble and burn!

or 

Fire crackle, cauldron simmer;
Silver potion shine and shimmer!

Shared writing
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Example:
Mix warthog’s whiskers and stir with 
a twig
Bubble thou blood-boltered heart 
from a pig
Spice with chaudron of brinded cat
Potion sparkle with crushed wing of a 
bat

Fire crackle, cauldron simmer
Silver potion shine and shimmer

 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can plan a poem using a clear structure.

 I can expand my ideas further.  

Week 6 Wednesday 

237

238



04/07/2023

Success Criteria
• I can improve vocabulary choices to enhance effect.

• I can add additional words to expand ideas.

• I can write my poem, following the given style and structure.

Try choosing one of each of your own ideas with a partner 
and expand them in the same way.

Did anyone also incorporate any archaic language?

Where could an adverb or adjective could be used in our ingredient ideas? 
What are the jobs of those word types?

Expanding Ideas

Crush a leaf of poison ivy.

Look at this example:

Carefully crush a rotten leaf of poison ivy.
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Your independent task is to write a new witches’ potion poem – however, 
this time as a kind, happy spell, rather than a disgusting one!

Remember the way that we planned our previous witches’ potion poem.

Consider the following:

• suitable ingredients;

• instructional verbs;

• archaic language.

You may choose to write with rhymes if you wish to do so. 
After some time to plan ideas, you can move on to writing 
your descriptive poem, thinking about the rhythm and 
structure too.
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When you are ready to begin, you should start to write your witches’ potion poem, 
thinking of the correct layout, as well as the style and content.

What will be in your kind, happy potion?

 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can write a poem in the style of Shakespeare’s witch 
spell.

Week 6 Thursday 
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Success Criteria
• I can use the structure of a poem with repeating lines.

• I can use archaic language linked to Shakespeare’s writing.

• I can use vocabulary and style to mimic the witches in Macbeth.

• I can use rhyming words for effect.

Your independent task is to write a new witches’ potion poem – however, 
this time as a kind, happy spell, rather than a disgusting one!
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Check your writing through carefully.

• Have you used the structure of a poem with repeating lines?

• Have you used vocabulary and style to mimic the witches in 
Macbeth?

• Have you used archaic language linked to Shakespeare’s writing?

• Have you tried to use rhyming words for effect?

 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can evaluate my learning in this unit. 

 I can celebrate my improvements and recognise my 
areas for development. 

Week 6 Friday 
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 What have you achieved?
 What have you enjoyed?
 What have been your 

strengths?
 What have you improved?
 What are you going to keep 

working on?

Macbeth
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