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Overview – original 



Writing outcomes

 Environmental poem

 Persuasive writing – TV advert

 Biography 

SPAG focus

 Poetic devices – assonance / alliteration / figurative language

 Persuasive techniques – emotive language / bias / emphasis 

 Bullet point punctuation – consistency 

 Précising

 Colon and semi colons – separating clauses  

Writing outcomes and SPAG focus 



Genre objectives and NC objectives



Genre objectives 





 Link below

https://clpe.org.uk/system/files/Dark%20Sky%20Park.pdf

Please read the POR unit plan in full



Links to other texts and resources:

Philip Gross’s website: https://www.philipgross.co.uk/ 
 Philip Gross reads Snow Leopard on SoundCloud: https://soundcloud.com/philip-gross-6/snow-leopard 
 BBC Nature pages on Hydrothermic Vents: http://www.bbc.co.uk/nature/habitats/Hydrothermal_vent#intro 
 BBC Nature Pages on Deep Ocean: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/nature/habitats/Deep_sea#intro 
 WWF Pages on the Snow Leopard: 

https://www.wwf.org.uk/wildlife/snow-leopards 
 BBC Earth: What is a Tardigrade? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dork_85Q8uI 
 Poet interviews on CLPE’s Poetryline website: 

https://clpe.org.uk/poetryline/poet-interviews 
 Poet Performances on CLPE’s Poetryline website: 

https://clpe.org.uk/poetryline/poets 

Links to other texts and resources



 Talk to the children about poetry. What do they already know about poetry? What 
favourite poems do they have? What poets do they know? 

 Remind them about the different poetry anthologies already looked at…

 Display a copy of the focus text Dark Sky Park and photographs of poet Philip Gross, 
so that children can see what the poet looks like. 

Before starting the unit…



 Select pictures from nature that are obscure (like the 
tardigrades) that could stimulate ideas and 
conversation

Hook idea?



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can give personal responses and justifications.

 I can express a reaction to a poem through art.

 I can express the intent of a poem through 
performance. 

Week 1 Monday 



Poetry
Poetry is a form of literature and a very wide genre of writing. It is a form of
imaginative writing that can be written by anybody. People choose to write poetry
based on many different things. Expressing thoughts and feelings about
something in a creative way is what poetry is all about.

The main aim of poetry is to involve and stimulate the thoughts of the reader.
Poetry can connect with a reader on an emotional level too.

Poetry has many different forms, and can be written in many 
different ways. They can be short or long, fun or sad, real or 
imagined, structured or unstructured, rhyming or not. There is a lot 
of freedom when writing poetry and because of this, the writer is 
able to express their thoughts and feelings in very unique ways. 



Poetry – how many of these can you 
tell a partner about?

There are many different types of poem including: 

blank verseepicsonnetacrostic

pantoumtetractyscoloursimile

echo versehaikuballaddiamante

riddlekenningrengalimerick

free verseodecinquainshape

tankalyricsenryutyburn



Philip Gross - Poet









 What did you see in your minds as the poem was read?
 How did you feel? 
 What did you like? 
 Dislike? 
 What questions do they have? 

Night Walker (p.6-7)





 Think about the colours and pictures you see in your mind as the poem is 
read. 

 Use the drawing materials of pastels to draw as I read again. 

 Be concrete and think of what is said e.g. street lights, the lane, a car, owl 
or fox eyes, stars or space, or more abstract with shapes and colours that 
you feel the poem represents. 

Illustrate…



 Look closely and think about the different 
representations being offered in response to the 
poem. 

 What similarities and differences are there? 
 What are the recurring, images, themes and colours?
 Why do you think this is?

Gallery walk time…



 the running-over of a sentence 
or phrase from one poetic line to 
the next, without terminal 
punctuation. 

 Listen how to not pause 
between the lines where this 
occurs. 

 Look at the recurring use of 
brackets; why do you think the 
poet has chosen to use these? 

Enjambment…



 Look at the recurring 
use of brackets; why do 
you think the poet has 
chosen to use these? 

Brackets…



 What does this poem mean to 
you? 

 What feelings and thoughts does 
it leave you with after hearing it 
re-read and completing the 
drawing exercise? 

 What language in the poem 
captured your thoughts or 
shaped your visualisations? 

Responses…



What could you do in your performances 
to further illustrate the mood and feeling 
created in the poem? 
You could use:
 repetition or echoing of certain words 

or lines, 
 a single voice, or be in unison, 
 pauses for effect
 facial expression and body language. 

Evaluation of performances….
 What did each interpretation add to 

your understanding of the poem? 

Performance time…



 Ruth Awolola: Why is poetry important? -
https://vimeo.com/267822386 

 Sarah Crossan: Why is poetry important? -
https://vimeo.com/166527713 

 Joseph Coelho: Why is poetry important? -
https://vimeo.com/130339637 

 Karl Nova: Why is poetry important? -
https://vimeo.com/267153937 

Why is poetry important?



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can give personal responses with justifications.

 I can recognise poetic devices. 

Week 1 Tuesday 







 What did you see in you minds as the poem was read?
 How did you feel? 
 What did you like? 
 Dislike? 
 What questions do you have? 
 What connections can you make with the poem 

explored in the previous session? 

Tell me…





How has the illustrator 
managed to capture 
the action, movement, 
awe and wonder 
encompassed in the 
words with only black 
and white? 



 Think about the colours and pictures you see in your mind as the poem is 
read. 

 Use the drawing materials of pastels to draw as I read again. 

Illustrate…



 Look closely and think about the different 
representations being offered in response to the 
poem. 

 What similarities and differences are there? 
 What are the recurring, images, themes and colours?
 Why do you think this is?

Gallery walk time…



 Let’s look at some poetic devices and see if we can 
see these in use throughout this unit.

Poetic devices…



Adjective Poetry
Adjectives are describing words. They are used in poetry to create many 

different effects and visual pictures to the reader. The adjectives can be used for 
a more in-depth description of a noun, or they can be used to add more 

excitement and attention within a line or verse. 

Roaring roads, 

Noisy cars, 

Beaming headlights, 

Tall streetlamps, 

Dark, cold night.

Some examples of effective adjectives: 



Using Assonance 
Assonance can also be identified as a ‘vowel rhyme’. It is when 
a pattern or similar sounds within a poetry line are repeated. 

Assonance is used in poetry in order to create many different effects. It creates 
a form of rhyme not just within a verse, but within a whole line. 

I saw an iron ore next to the shore. (uses ‘aw’, ‘or’, and ‘ore’) 

I said ‘Hey, I want the tray for Taylor the sailor’. (uses ‘ey’, ay’ and ‘ai’)

I see my mum when she sweeps and cleans the streets. (uses ‘ea’ and ‘ee’)

Examples of assonance within poems:



Couplet Poetry 
A couplet is a pair of lines. These two lines typically rhyme together. They are 

also the same length due to same number of syllables present. 
Couplets are used in poetry in order to create a rhyming flow. 

It’s hard to see the butterfly, 
As it flies across the night sky. 

I made the biscuits one by one, 
I’m waiting for the bell, they’re done.

Lightning, thunder all around, 
So much rains falls to the ground.

Some examples of couplets within poems: 



Using Onomatopoeia 
Onomatopoeia is when a word imitates its natural sound, 

or suggests the sound a certain object makes. 
It is used in poetry to create a sound effect to make 

the description more expressive and interesting. 

bang 

crash 

pop 

smash 

drip 

Some examples of onomatopoeia: 

buzz 

tick tock

whoosh 

wham 

pow



Prose Poetry 
Prose is a form of language used in poetry that 

has no formal structure and is written in paragraphs. 
Prose does not relate to any form of rhymes or pattern. 

It can contain language play, such as repetition. 

Sometimes I daydream. Thoughts inside my head. Pictures in my mind. 

Drifting off into my own world. My mind’s eye. Thoughts about my future. 

Thoughts about my past. Thoughts about my present. 

Until I wake up. 

An example of a prose poem: 



Using Repetition 
Repetition is when a certain word, sentence or 

phase is written more than once in a poem. 
Repetition is used in poetry to help make the poem more 

interesting, and to help create patterns. Depending on the word 
or phrase that is repeated, repetition allows for more emphasis to be placed on 

certain themes, ideas or objects.

Using a refrain in a poem. This is where a verse or phrase is repeated during 
different stages of a song or poem.

Using a chorus in a poem. This is where a verse or phrase is repeated following 
each verse within a song or poem. 

In an echo poem, the last word of each line can be repeated as a response in the 
next line.

Some examples of where repetition can be used in poetry: 



Using Syllables 
A syllable is a unit of written or spoken words. 

Syllables are broken up sounds that are used to create words. 

Cat, (1) 

Fluffy, (2) 

Catches mice, (3) 

My faithful pet. (4)

Look at the syllable pattern in this poem: 

One syllable = monosyllabic 
More than one syllable = polysyllabic 

Syllables are used in poetry to create rhythm. 



Verb
Verbs are doing words. They show actions within a sentence.

The boy ran along the shoreline. 

The women held her baby tightly. 

It followed her to school one day. 

Some examples of verbs: 

Verbs are used in poetry to create a range of effects. They are used to create 
more interesting sentences, and to help describe what different people and 

objects are doing. 



Alliteration
Alliteration is when the sound or letter at the beginning of each or most of the 

words in a sentence is the same. 

Sally sells sea shells by the sea shore. 

All authors allow authority after midnight. 

Theresa tripped and tumbled tremendously over the tree. 

Some examples of alliteration: 

Alliteration is used in poetry to create many different effects. 
It can be used to create a greater and more interesting description 

of different themes, people and objects. 



Chorus

We wish you a Merry Christmas, 
We wish you a Merry Christmas, 
We wish you a Merry Christmas, 

And a happy New Year!
Glad tidings we bring, 
To you and your kin; 

Glad tidings for Christmas 
And a happy New Year! 

We wish you a Merry Christmas, 
We wish you a Merry Christmas, 
We wish you a Merry Christmas, 

And a happy New Year!

Some examples of choruses: 

A chorus is the part of a song or poem that is repeated after verses. 
A chorus is used in poetry to create more drama around and emphasis 

of a particular idea or theme. 



Oxymoron 

Bitter sweet 
Pretty ugly 
Act natural 

Seriously funny 
Passive aggressive 

Alone together 
Deafening silence 

Living dead

Some examples of oxymoron: 

Oxymoron is a figure of speech that uses different or opposing terms. The most 
common form of oxymoron involves just two words. 

Oxymoron is used in poetry to create dramatic expression and effect. 



Rhyme  

Fright and night 
Would hood 
Should could 
Hail and pale 

Male and stale 
Air and fare 
Two and do 

Day and sway 
Pause and claws 
Bears and stairs

Some examples of rhyme: 

Rhyme occurs when two words sound the same when spoken out loud. These 
words usually have the same ending sounds, 

however they don’t need to be spelt the same. 
Rhyme is used in poetry to create something interesting to read. 

It is used to create a pattern within a poem. 



Simile 

As busy as a bee – This is comparing someone’s level of energy to the speed of a 
bee. 
As snug as a bug in a rug – This is comparing someone who is very cosy to how 
comfortable a bug would be in a rug. 
Runs like a cheetah – This is comparing the speed that someone can run to the 
speed of a cheetah which is quite fast. 
As white as a ghost – This is comparing a person’s skin colour to a ghost, usually 
because they are frightened, sick or scared of something.

Some examples of simile: 

A simile is a figure of speech. It is when one thing 
is compared to another using the words ‘like’ or ‘as’. 
Similes can be as descriptive as the writer chooses. 

Similes are used in poetry to give the reader a more descriptive and 
in-depth understanding about a particular object or person. 



Synonym  

Beautiful – attractive, pretty, gorgeous, stunning 

Funny – hysterical, humorous, amusing, entertaining 

Student – pupil, scholar, schoolboy, schoolgirl 

Lazy – idle, sluggish, indolent, slothful

Some examples of synonyms: 

A synonym is a word that has the same, or similar, meaning 
as another word. Synonyms can be found in a thesaurus. 

Synonyms are used in poetry to be more graphic 
and to give a broader description. 



Consonance   

Pitter-patter, pitter-patter. (Using the ‘tt’ and ‘er’ letter patterns). 

Jeremy juggled jig-saw puzzles. (Using the letter j). 

Toss the glass across the grass. (Using the ‘ss’ letter pattern). 
Dawn goes down with a big frown unlike the clown. 

(Using the ‘wn’ letter pattern).

Some examples of consonance: 

Consonance occurs when a consonant, or a consonant pattern 
is repeated two or more times in a short space of writing. 

Consonance is used in poetry to create a range of different rhyming effects. It 
also makes it more enjoyable and interesting to the reader. 



Hyperbole    

I’m so hungry that I could eat a horse. 

It was so cold that I saw polar bears wearing jackets. 

I had a million things to do. 

That joke is so old, the last time I heard it 
I was walking next to a dinosaur.

Some examples of hyperbole: 

Hyperbole is a figure of speech which involves an exaggeration of an idea. 
Hyperbole is used in poetry to provide strong 

effects and to provide great emphasis. 



Metaphor 

Her eyes were glistening jewels. 

She is the sunshine which brightens up our day. 

The kids at school are all brains. 

In Andrew’s eyes, Rebecca is the sun. 

He is my knight in shining armour. 

The world is a stage.

Some examples of metaphor: 

A metaphor is a figure of speech which describes a place,
object or subject as something unlikely and uncommon. 

Metaphors are used in poetry to create an image of 
judgement and comparison in the mind of the reader. 



Stanza

Some examples of stanzas: 

A stanza is a group of lines gathered together by rhythmical pattern and meter. A 
stanza with four or more lines can be referred to as a verse. The length and 

pattern of a stanza decides what type of poem it is. Stanzas are made by leaving 
a blank space before and after it. 

Two lines = Couplet 
Three lines = Tercet

Four lines = Quatrain 
Five lines = Cinquain

Stanzas are used in poetry to provide structure and form. 

I love to dance, 
I love to prance. 

What my heart would do, 
But be sad and blue, 
If I could not dance. 

First Stanza

Dancing feels nice, 
But it come at a price. 

Dancing tutus and shoes 
My gosh you can’t lose! 

Second Stanza



Rhymed Verse

I hear the people sing, 
To the glory of the king. 

He sits up on his great big chair, 
To watch everybody just sit and stare. 

An example of rhymed verse: 

Poetry written in a metrical form that rhymes throughout. 

This poem has four lines.



Blank Verse

Something there is that doesn’t love a wall. 

That sends the frozen-ground swell under it, 

And spills the upper boulders in the sun; 

-Mending Walls by Robert Frost

An example of blank verse: 

Poetry written in regular, metrical, but unrhymed lines. 

This poem has three lines.



Free Verse

There once was a 
cat who 

sat down on the 
mat 

and stayed there till 
morning tea 

time. 

An example of free verse: 

Poetry written with no fixed meter and no end rhyme. Free verse may include 
end rhyme, but it most commonly does not. 

This poem has seven lines.



Puns

Some examples of puns:

A pun is a form of word play that uses multiple meanings of a word or phrase for 
effect. This may take the form of using homophones or figurative language.

Denial is a river in Egypt.

Crabs don’t share because they are shellfish.

I need to spend more thyme growing herbs.

The wedding cake had me in tiers.



Spoonerisms

runny babbit instead of bunny rabbit

belly jeans instead of jelly beans

flutter by instead of butterfly

Beeping Sleuty instead of Sleeping Beauty

Some examples of spoonerisms: 

A spoonerism is a deliberate error where letters or syllables are switched 
between words.



Neologisms

Some examples of neologisms:

A neologism is a newly-coined word or expression. Many neologisms go on 
to become an accepted word in mainstream languages.

If you don’t know, Google it!

We’re having a staycation this year.

He smiled and chortled as he read.

They were talking about Brexit on the news again.



Match the poetic device 
to the definition. 

Matching…



alliteration 
 climb to the crater, 
 gape and gag, 
 smeech of sulphur, 
 liquid fire – live lava, 

Did you pick up on…



assonance
 come, run, tongue, fumbling 
 jump or upright, 
 trying, right, riding, dire, inside and fire

Did you pick up on…



imagery 
 the crust like a heavy overcoat, 
 the sizzling tongue, 
 jumping like a spaceman 
 the god riding on a chariot of fire

Did you pick up on…



‘Extreme Sport Olympics’ compared with ‘Night Walker’
 What different feelings does each poem evoke? 
 Do you think a performance of this poem would be 

similar to or different from their performances of ‘Night 
Walker’? 

 In what ways? 

Compare and contrast…



Here are some more ‘Extreme’ series poems.
 Extreme Music Festival
 Extreme Aunt
 Extreme Uncle

Think about how they are similar and how they are 
different.  

Compare and contrast…









 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can recognise poetic devices.

 I can give personal responses with justifications. 

Week 1 Wednesday 









 How does it make you feel? 
 What does it make you think? 
 What did you like?
 What did you dislike?
 What patterns did you find?
 What puzzles you?

Now listen again and see if you can spot some of the poetic 
devices looked at yesterday.

Tell me…





 Personification – hugs its little glow
 Alliteration – weed wavering
 Repetition – to the dark
 Metaphor – rodeo of stars 

Poetic devices…



 If you were to talk to the poet, Philip Gross, about this 
poem, what would you want to say? 

 What questions would you like to ask?

Questions…



 Think about how you may want to respond to this 
poem.

 You can create a visual representation of your thoughts.
 You can prepare a performance or dance that interprets 

the poem.
 You can write a recommendation for others.
 You can share your personal thoughts about it. 

Responding to a poem…



 How did you respond?
 Which response did you think was most effective and 

why? 
 What did each bring to your understanding of and 

response to the poem? 

Sharing our responses…



 Here are two other similar poems.

 Look for similarities and differences between them 
and Dark Sky Park. 

Compare and contrast…







 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can give personal responses with justifications.

 I can recognise poetic devices. 

Week 1 Thursday 



 https://youtu.be/JtV-FP212Uc

How do you feel seeing the environment? 
What captures your attention? 
What might it be like to live in such an environment? 

 https://youtu.be/3H6jzsFNqpM
How do you feel seeing the different creatures? 
What captures your attention? 

Deep Ocean Habitat





 How does this poem make you feel about the 
environment and creature you have seen in the films?

 What language evokes these feelings in you? 

 What did you like?
 What did you dislike?
 What patterns did you find?
 What puzzles you?

Tell me…





 Did you spot any poetic devices being used?

Repetition: 
 that rises, black from the blackness, from rips 
 in the earth’s core, through black water hot as fire 

Now you have heard the poem 
again…



assonance: 
 of no colour, like ghosts of themselves, 
 in ocean trenches past the reach of light, 
 as remote as deep space. They say there is smoke 

Poetic devices…



alliteration: 
 with its feather-light gills, its pernickety feelers, 
 with its surgeon’s kit of probes and pincers 
 all its many pinpoint feet goes tiptoe, 
 sifting, picking – it seems to be dancing its way 

Poetic devices…



simile: 
 as remote as deep space 

metaphor: 
 with its surgeon’s kit of probes and pincers 

Poetic devices…



Look at the poem The Toughest Thing You Never 
Noticed and find the similarities and differences 
between it and The Abyss. 

Compare and contrast…





 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can make connections between poems.

 I can use poems to understand something in more 
detail. 

Week 1 Friday 





 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dork_85Q8uI

What is a tardigrade?





















Tardigrades



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can give personal responses with justifications.

 I can recognise poetic devices. 

Week 2 Monday 





 What did you visualise or feel as the poem was read?
 What did you like? 
 Dislike? 
 What questions do you have? 
 How does it compare and contrast with ‘The Abyss’? 

Tell me…



 http://www.bbc.co.uk/nature/habitats/Hydrothermal_v
ent#p0038vxg





Poetic devices…



 Black Smokers to First Plant on Dry Land

Similarities 

Differences

Compare and contrast…





 Valerie Bloom - How do you work on your poems? -
https://vimeo.com/130417210 

 Roger McGough - How do you work on your poems? -
https://vimeo.com/166520958 

 Kate Wakeling – How do you go about writing your 
poetry? - https://vimeo.com/218278922 

 Karl Nova - How do you work on your poems? -
https://vimeo.com/267159336 

How do you work on your poems?



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can plan a poem based on the style of Philip Gross. 

 I can experiment with language for effect. 

Week 2 Tuesday 



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can write my own poem in the style of Philip Gross.

 I can edit and improve my poem. 

Week 2 Wednesday 



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can use computing to publish my poem so that 
effects are selected to support themes and intent.

Week 2 Thursday 



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can perform my poetry.

 I can evaluate the poetry of others. 

Week 2 Friday 



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can give personal responses and justifications.

 I can recognise the impact of modal verbs.

 I can recognise emotive adverbs and verbs. 

Week 3 Monday 







The Snow Leopard 
and 

the Himalayan Tahr



There are different ways of writing to persuade, such as:
• adverts or posters;
• a persuasive talk or speech;
• a campaign.

Writing to Persuade
Writing to persuade means that you want to convince your reader that what 

you’re saying is true. You’ll need to do this by thinking carefully about the 
language you use and the information that you provide.

Can you think of 
a time when you’ve had to persuade 

someone? Think about what you 
said and the words that you used. 



Features of Writing to Persuade
Imperative verbs tell the reader what to do. They help to get your message 
across really clearly.
Buy this floating fence post today!
Improve the places that you love.Im

pe
ra

tiv
e 

Ve
rb

s 

To make sure that you really get your point across, you’ll want to repeat 
important facts or the name of the product.
Be careful not to make your writing sound too repetitive.Co

ns
id

er
ed

 
Re

pe
tit

io
n

Use adverbials to engage with your reader.
Surely, you can agree…
Unbelievably, this product is on sale at the incredibly low price of…Ad

ve
rb

ia
ls

Rhetorical questions are questions which don’t need an answer. They can 
help your reader to feel like you are talking specifically to them.
Are you fed up with…?Rh

et
or

ic
al

 
Q

ue
st

io
ns

The most important part of writing to persuade is being able to convince your 
reader of something. To do this effectively, you’ll need to use a range of different 
features. 



Can You Spot These Features?

• imperative verbs

• considered repetition

• adverbials

• rhetorical questions

Have a look at these different types of persuasive writing. Can you spot the 
features?



Advert
Man’s Best Friend’s Best Friend

Confused by the title? Unsure as to why man’s best friend needs their own best 
friend? Let me, Diggles Digby of 4 Parkview Terrace, explain.
For centuries, we have stood faithfully by the side of humans. We have provided 
unrivalled compansionship, vital support and have survived the multitude of ‘cute’ 
cat videos which endlessly plague our master’s devices. Of course, my canine 
compatriots, we do this because we enjoy it. However, there are still days when the 
words, “Should we get a cat?” ring bitter in the ears of even the strongest of dogs. 
That’s why I am introducing you to Man’s Best Friend’s Best Friend: the perfect 
friend for the perfect friend.
Made with an extra-chewable rubber interior and an exterior which guarantees a 
minimum moult of 60% onto your owner’s freshly-cleaned carpets, the MBFBF is 
the product you deserve. What’s more, the ergonomic design is guaranteed to fit all 
jaws from chihuahua to mastiff. 
So, what are you waiting for? Beg your master for the treat you deserve and ensure 
that they bring home an MBFBF today.

Which features did you manage to spot?



Following the disastrous cave-in of their home, the leader of colony 34A addresses the 
affected ants:
Fellow ants of colony 34A, 
I stand before you as your appointed leader to remind you that we have prepared 
for this moment. While many of you have lost homes and supply routes, it is 
important to remember that we all survived.
We must not let ourselves be discouraged. When that human poked a gigantic stick 
through the heart of our hill, what do you think they hoped would happen? I’ll tell 
you what! They expected us to scatter, to give up and to abandon all hope but we 
shall not! 
Today, we shall begin rebuilding our hill. Whether you’re a soldier or a worker, I 
expect every ant to come together as a team to show that we cannot be defeated. 
Together, we shall make 34A bigger, better and stronger than ever before. Together, 
we shall send a message to those meddlesome humans that a stick is not enough. 
Together, we will rebuild our home.

Persuasive Speech

Which features did you manage to spot?



Campaign

Vote for Horatio
Dear fellow rabbits. On the 24th December, you will have a choice. Today, I am 
urging you to make your choice count by voting for me, Horatio. 
With me in charge of the warren, I guarantee that your lives will be significantly 
improved. I will ensure that our grass stays both juicy and plentiful all year round by 
investing in the latest technology. I will ensure that our warren stays safe from 
predators by providing 
self-defence training for all rabbits and their young. Lastly, I will ensure that your 
concerns are listened to by holding regular public meetings.
Remember: for a better, safer warren, vote for Horatio on the 24th December.

Which features did you manage to spot?



Did You Spot the Features?

• imperative verbs

• considered repetition

• adverbials

• rhetorical questions

Did you manage to spot any of these features in the persuasive writing?

Were there any other features you spotted which weren’t on this list?







 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can recognise persuasive techniques and devices 
used specifically to sell something. 

Week 3 Tuesday 



Its purpose is to sell to people.

It makes it appeal to the 
reader’s personality.

It sends a positive message
about the product or service.

How does persuasive writing help to sell 
a product or service?

It helps to aim the advert at a 
particular type of customer.



What types of things should an advert 
make the reader believe that they will 

be, if they use the product?

Happier

Cool

Successful

Fashionable

Less stressed

Healthier

More comfortable

Unique and special

More intelligent

Better looking



Appealing Language

Healthier

Here are a few examples of some terms used in adverts:

Can you think of more?

Free Exclusive

New Improved Number One! Special Offer



You’ll be happy if you buy this 
product.

You will miss out in life without it.

All the cool people are buying it – you 
will be too.

You won’t find a better product.

This product will change your life.

What types of things do adverts 
promise you?

To solve all your problems.



Use positive comments made by 
other customers.

They use alliteration, rhyme and word 
play to come up with catchy slogans.

They use humour to make you like 
them.

They ask questions to hook you in.

How do adverts catch your attention 
and stick in your memory?

They focus on a sense e.g. taste or 
yours and cater to it.



• Focus on the positive

• Use bright colours and images to catch 
your attention

• Use a mix of facts and persuasive and 
exaggerated language.

Use catchy slogans and sayings



The Best Burgers in Town

A taste sensation! You won’t find 
better anywhere else.

Brimming with burger goodness - you 
can build your burger to meet your 
desires.

Step inside Billy’s Big Burger Bar!

Don’t miss out on Billy’s Big Burger!

New and Improved



The Best Burgers in Town

A taste sensation! You won’t find 
better anywhere else.

Brimming with burger goodness - you 
can build your burger to meet your 
desires.

Step inside Billy’s Big Burger Bar!

Don’t miss out on Billy’s Big Burger!

New and Improved

A catchy title that 
promises you won’t find 
a better product.

A question to hook you in. 
Using alliteration to try 
and persuade potential 
customers.
Appealing language

Language that suggests 
you will miss out in life 
without it.
Appealing language that 
promises to change your 
life.Alliterative language that 
focuses on the sense of 
taste.
Alliteration used to come 
up with catchy slogans.



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can understand the impact of advertising.

 I can begin to recognise how to filter advertising.

 I can understand the purpose of advertising. 

Week 3 Wednesday 



Advertising
We are exposed to television, newspapers, radio, the Internet, social media and 
many different forms of media every day.

We are constantly surrounded by media. Therefore, we may not even realise that 
we are seeing and hearing hundreds of advertising messages every day!

Can you think of any advertisements you saw recently?

Where did you see them?

What was being advertised?



Advertising
Many of the products we buy and use every day are made by companies. Our 
clothes, food, technology, books, games and toys are often made by large 
companies.

These companies want us to buy and use their products. However, they need to 
spread the word about their product. These companies pay for media to 
communicate their
message and promote their
product. The main aim of the
media is to persuade us to
buy or use a product.
This is called advertising.



What Is the Point of Advertising?
Advertising is always trying to do one of four things:

Tell us 
something we 
need to know;

Persuade us to 
buy a product;

Persuade us to 
change our 
behaviour;

Present a point 
of view.



Purpose of Advertising
The purpose of an advert is to sell to people. Adverts are often aimed at a 
particular type of consumer. Companies may create media advertising aimed at 
adults, children, younger people, older people or families.

Advertising sends a positive message about the product or service.
Adverts are made to appeal to the consumer’s personality.



Influence and
Impact of Advertisements

Emotions play a big part in advertising. Advertising is created to get an emotional 
reaction. Advertisements are carefully created to make us have certain feelings; 
happy, excited, safe, interested, or enthusiastic.             We associate these 
emotion with the product or brand being advertised.   In this way, we feel that 
having a certain product or brand will make us happier, safer or even look better.

Everything in the advertisements we see around us is carefully chosen    to make 
a product or brand look exciting and attractive and appeal to  the audience.

Adverts sometimes use catchy 
music or jingles so that we 
remember the product.



Who Decides what
Message to Send?

We are exposed to media every day. We receive information from many different 
sources like text messages, email, signs, newspapers, television, and apps on 
smartphones.

The people who make media are the ones who decide what message they want 
to communicate. They make decisions on what information, views and opinions 
they want to share. The information we receive is what they want to say. As a 
result, much media is often biased. 



Advertising Techniques
People who make advertising use lots of techniques to influence our emotions 
and try to persuade us to use or buy a product.
These include:

• Using colours that attract our attention, like red or yellow;

• Displaying logos and brand names;

• Associating popular characters or animals with their product;

• Catchy jingles and slogans;

• Including celebrities in advertisements;

• Special offers, like buy one get one free,
50% extra free, or money off.

A slogan is a catchy phrase used to
encourage people to buy or use your product.



Hidden Advertising
• There is lots of media all around us. There’s lots of advertising all around us 

too. But not all paid for advertising is obvious.

• Sometimes products are advertised in movies, in television shows or at 
sporting events. This is called hidden advertising. 

• Companies can also pay to have their products featured in the movie or on 
television. This is called product placement.



Celebrity Ambassador
Companies sometimes pay a famous person to
use or endorse a particular product.
Companies know that seeing a celebrity
drinking a particular drink, or wearing a
particular brand of clothing can make that
drink or brand seem more popular. This can
make people want to use or buy the product.
This is what is called a celebrity ambassador.
The celebrities get paid a lot of money to be a
celebrity ambassador. Nowadays, companies also
pay people who make videos or stream themselves
playing video games to use their products. 



Advertising Guidelines
There are some general guidelines that advertising must follow. Those who make 
media must make sure their adverts follow these guidelines:

Adverts 
should treat 

everyone 
equally.

Adverts 
should not 
exaggerate, 
mislead or 

deceive.

Adverts 
should 

always be 
clear and 
truthful.

Adverts should 
not upset a 

child or cause 
them to have 

negative 
feelings.

Adverts should 
not promote 
an unhealthy 

diet or lifestyle.



‘Fake News’
The media can give us information, but it can also give us misinformation.

Misinformation is false information, especially information which is deliberately 
intended to deceive. 
Fake News is a form of misinformation. It could be completely made-up or it could 
be altering the facts of a news story to make
it more sensational or controversial.

Fake News is usually created to grab people’s
attention, or to create propaganda to make a
person or one side of an argument look better. 

Propaganda is information given to promote one side
of an argument. This is used quite often in politics.



 I can evaluate TV adverts for their persuasive 
techniques. 

Week 3 Thursday 



Think about what they are trying to persuade you to do (buy / 
donate / change your opinion).

 https://youtu.be/6lRnlvS36Cc

 https://youtu.be/uzfUciJMMiI

 https://youtu.be/Z1c_zv-Maog

Watch some of these adverts and decide 
how effective they are on a scale of 1-10.



What images are shown?
What sounds are heard?
What words are used?

 https://youtu.be/6lRnlvS36Cc

 https://youtu.be/uzfUciJMMiI

 https://youtu.be/Z1c_zv-Maog

Watch them again and think about the 
techniques used.



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can direct and create a TV advert.

Week 3 Friday 



 In threes, work together to create the cereal box 
EnerGee’s.  

 Use tablets to film the clips.
 1 person is Mom.  1 person is Boy.  1 Person is director 

and camera person.
 Once filmed work on a laptop to import the clips into 

Movie Maker.
 Use titles and transitions to follow the script to 

produce the TV advert.
 Save the advert and play it to the class. 
 Discuss the similarities and differences in the adverts 

that all had the same script.  

Read through the model text. 



(A boy looks tired)

Mom: Why aren’t you playing outside? It’s such a lovely day!

Boy: I’m too tired, I don’t have any energy

(Boy yawns)

Mom: Did you skip breakfast again? I bet you did! That’s why 
you feel so tired!

(Mom sounding cross, hands on her hips)

Boy: I don’t want to eat the same breakfast we always have! I 
want something new for a  change! 

(Mom lets out a sigh)

(Camera fades to black)

(The next day, breakfast time, the boy comes into the kitchen)

EnerGee’s – TV advert Pt1



Mom: Good morning! 
(Mom hands the boy a box of EnerGee’s cereal)

Boy: What is this? 
(Boy looks at the box with interest)
(Camera zooms in on box for five seconds, then zooms back out to show boy)

Mom: It’s a new cereal that tastes great and gives you all the energy you need to 
start your day!

(Boy pours cereal and milk into bowl and takes a bite)

Boy: Wow! This is great! Thanks mom for buying me EnerGee’s!
(Show boy playing outside on a sunny day, looking very energetic and happy, 

upbeat music playing in the background)
Narrator: EnerGee’s are good for you and me! Take a taste and you will see they really 
give you energy! 

(Close up picture of EnerGee’s box shows on screen)

(In bold writing: EnerGee’s Cereal $2.99 at a store near you!)

EnerGee’s – TV advert Pt2



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can research about endangered species. 

Week 4 Monday



 Show how to use search engines with ‘and’ ‘or’ etc.

 Show how to look at web addresses to check for 
validity.

 Show how to cross check from multiple sources to 
ensure accuracy of information. 

Model researching online.



 Show your love for snow leopards
 With its thick patterned fur, extra-large paws and unusually 

long tail, the elusive snow leopard is highly adapted to the 
cold, mountainous terrains of Central Asia. They’ve thrived 
here for hundreds of thousands of years, hunting wild 
animals and patrolling their enormous home range in search 
of mates. At least, this was the case until the species came 
under grave threat from habitat loss and fragmentation due 
to mining and development across the region. There could 
now be as few as 4000 snow leopards in the wild.

Info…



 The Tost region in South Gobi, Mongolia is one of the most important snow 
leopard habitats in the world. Here, as in all the areas snow leopards live, the 
species faces huge challenges. Mining, both illegal and legal, are prevalent in 
the region. As their habitat reduces, the big cats are forced into closer quarters 
with humans, exposing them to further risk of poaching and persecution from 
herders who fear for their livestock.

 But there is hope. We’ve committed to support an innovative project in the Tost
region for five years, investing £100,000 in the conservation of this unique and 
incredible species.

 Working together with government and the local community, our team, led by 
Bayara Agvaantseren, has had remarkable success in founding the Tost Nature 
Reserve, a clearly delineated area in which legal mining no longer takes place. 
However, poaching still occurs within the protected area, mainly for the snow 
leopards’ fur and their bones, which are used in traditional medicine. We are 
funding locals to be trained as professional park rangers, who will play a critical 
role in protecting these majestic animals from poachers.



A gift of £25 could provide a local ranger with a head torch and GPS unit to 
protect the snow leopards from poachers – will you help?

Most of us will never be lucky enough to catch a glimpse of a snow leopard. 
We can only imagine what it must feel like to spot this elegant and graceful 

beast gliding through the snowy mountains at dusk, on the prowl for its 
dinner. Given the reputation of big cats as predators, the snow leopard 
could be considered a gentle one as there are no reports of one ever 

attacking a human. The species is mostly solitary, only seen with other 
members when mating, or when raising cubs, who stay with their mother 
until they’re about two years old. We don’t know a huge amount about 

these shy animals, but we do know that they face many threats that could 
lead to their demise.

Together, we can help protect the incredible snow leopard from extinction 
– can you make a generous gift of £50 today?

As someone who cares about wildlife conservation, we know that you’re as 
worried as we are about the snow leopard’s future. And that’s why we 

hope you can support this ground-breaking project with a donation today.
Thank you.

https://ptes.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Snow-leopard-
Milan-Matschke-Shutterstock.mov

Read over this video – think about way things are said, pace, 
emotion etc. 



Long shot – family of 
snow leopards 
playing

GPS chipPoachersClose up of snow 
leopard walking

You
Kindness
Save – donation 

Hope – help Harsh language Sweet language –
describe plight

Planning 



Long shot of 
family of 
leopards on 
snow 
mountains

Close up on 
GPS chip

Close up on 
poachers and 
dead leopard

Close up on 
beautiful snow 
leopard

Camera angle

Together, we can help 
protect the incredible 
snow leopard from 
extinction. As someone 
who cares about 
wildlife conservation, 
we know that you’re as 
worried as we are 
about the snow 
leopard’s future. And 
that’s why we hope 
you can support this 
ground-breaking 
project with a donation 
today.
Thank you.

But there is hope. A 
gift of £25 could 
provide a local 
ranger with a head 
torch and GPS unit 
to protect the snow 
leopards from 
poachers – will you 
help?

Mining, both illegal and 
legal, are prevalent. As 
their habitat reduces, 
the big cats are forced 
into closer quarters 
with humans, exposing 
them to further risk of 
poaching and 
persecution from 
herders who fear for 
their livestock.

The elusive snow 
leopard is highly 
adapted to the cold 
and has thrived for 
hundreds of thousands 
of years, but now the 
species has come under 
grave threat from 
habitat loss and 
fragmentation.  There 
could now be as few as 
4000 snow leopards in 
the wild.

Voice over
/ speech

Shared write idea for advert to save 
snow leopards. 



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can design a TV advert.

 I can select what is being persuaded and how.

Week 4 Tuesday



 Decide what you would like to persuade someone.

Is it to buy something?
It is to change their opinion on something?
Is it to donate to a cause?

On you own, in pairs or in threes…



 Find images – print a selection.

 Create a brainstorm of ideas.

 Think about the language choice you could use.

Research your product.



 Are you going to act out a few scenes (like in the 
Energee cereal advert)?

 Are you going to show a selection of video clips or 
images?

 Are you going to use a PowerPoint to show words 
and phrases?

How will you present this?



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can plan my advert.

Week 4 Wednesday



 Take your images / ideas / phrases from yesterday and 
begin to shape them into a script or storyboard.

 Think about how long your advert will run for.

 Practise saying things out loud to see how long it 
takes.

Planning



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can write my TV advert. 

Week 4 Thursday



 Have a clear layout (select the one for the cereal as a 
script or the one for the snow leopard as a 
storyboard).

 Either way it should be clear enough to hand to 
another group for them to create.

 Once ready, begin to create your advert.

Create your script



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can create my TV advert. 

 I can evaluate the effectiveness my advert. 

Week 4 Friday



 Did it make you want to buy something / change your 
mind about something / donate to something?

 What made it effective?

 What could you have done to make it more effective?

How persuasive was your advert?



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can recognise features of a biography.

Week 5 Monday 



What he is famous for:

Joseph Coehlo’s is famous as a poet who creates all sorts of other worlds through his poems. He uses wild ideas and 
unforgettable images, to invite us to dream about possible impossibilities. His poems turn everyday situations into mini-dramas.

His childhood:

Joseph grew up in Roehampton in the 1980s on the outskirts of London. He lived with his mum and his little sister.  They lived in 
a tower block that has inspired many of his poems.  He says that he wasn’t able to read or write properly until he was seven 
years old, and the idea of being a writer did not occur to him when he was young. 

His education:

At secondary school, Joseph began to write poetry.  His first poem was titled “Unbearable” and it was about a bear!  He said he 
found this funny, but his teachers did not think it was very good.   He studied archaeology at university and then had lots of 
different jobs.  He was a gym instructor, salesman and an ‘extra’ on film sets! 

His success:

Joseph continued to write plays and poems for theatres.  Some of his poems were published in anthologies by Macmillan books. 
Then in 2012 he met Janetta Otter-Barry at the London Book Fair and showed her some of his poems. She agreed to publish 
them and his very first poetry collection Werewolf Club Rules was published in 2014. 

About Joseph Coelho
Y4 biography work on poets



What she is famous for:

Julia Donaldson is most famous for writing the book The Gruffalo which was published in 1999. It has sold more 
than 10 million copies.  It has also been made into a film. 

Her childhood:

Julia Donaldson was born on 16th September 1948, in Hampstead, London, England.  She was brought up in a 
three-storey Victorian house near Hampstead Heath.  As a child, Julia Donaldson loved poetry. She read The 
Book of a Thousand Poems and the nonsense poems by Edward Lear.

Her education:

Julia enjoyed school and was good at learning languages.  She has a good understanding of French, German and 
Italian.  After school, she went to Bristol University to study French and Drama.  After school, was an editor for a 
small book publishers, Robert Tyndall.  Then, in the 1970s, Julia Donaldson trained as a teacher, and taught 
English at St Mary’s Hall in Brighton.

Her success:

Julia has written an extensive amount of children’s books.  In 1993, one of her songs, Squash and a 
Squeeze, was made into a picture book. In 2011 Julia Donaldson received an MBE for her 
contribution to children’s literature.

About Julia Donaldson
Y4 biography work on poets



Shirley Hughes was one of the best-loved and most innovative creators of books for young children.  
She wrote and illustrated over 50 books, sold more than eight million copies, won major awards and 
created some of the most enduring characters in children’s literature, including Lucy and Tom.

Shirley was born 16th July 1927 in West Kirby, England.   She was brought up in the Wirral and fondly 
remembers childhood visits to the cinema and to the Liverpool Playhouse.   She trained at Liverpool 
School of Art and the Ruskin School of Drawing in Oxford.  Her ambition was to be a set designer.

Shirley began her career in children’s books by illustrating for other authors. Had the chance to 
illustrate the latest title in Dorothy Edwards’ popular My Naughty Little Sister series. This collaboration 
proved so successful that Edwards asked Hughes to re-illustrate all the existing titles in the series.

Shirley raised a young family and gained first-hand experience of how children behave and what they 
like to read. This influenced the first book that Shirley wrote as well as illustrated – Lucy & Tom’s Day, 
published in 1960.

In 1977, Shirley won the Kate Greenaway medal for Dogger, another tale of an ordinary and yet 
monumental family incident – the loss of a much-loved toy. 

In 1984, Shirley Hughes received the Eleanor Farjeon Award for distinguished services to children’s 
literature.

In 1999, she was awarded an OBE and in 2022 she died. 

About Shirley Hughes
Y4 biography work on poets



A biography is a true story about someone's life, written by someone else. 
Biographies tell us about famous people or ordinary people who have done 
exciting things. They usually center on one person's life and how they have 
contributed to the world.

Biographies offer us a way to experience adventures by reading about 
others who have accomplished amazing things.

What is a Biography?

A biography is a text written about 
someone else's life



A biography text may feature some of the following:
• tells real life stories
• gives facts about a person’s life
• includes details such as the place and date that the person was born (and 

died, if they're no longer living)
• describes a person's importance to the world or why they are famous
• may describe the person's early life and childhood
• should include the person's achievements, accomplishments and any 

challenges they overcame
• may include descriptions of the person's personality and what they were 

like
• is usually written in chronological order (in time order)
• should include photographs, pictures and captions

Features of a Biography



Language Used in a Biography

The language used to write a biography should include the following:
• formal language
• past tense 
• dates to identify specific details around when things happened to 

the subject of the biography 
• Phrases such as: 'It is believed', 'It was thought', 'Many people 

claimed', 'There was a rumour that' etc. to show that the text is 
based on stories and histories and so may not be able to be stated 
as fact



Biographies may be written about athletes, 
artists, writers, historical figures, world leaders, 
inventors, actors, musicians, comedians, 
scientists, or anyone else who has made a 
contribution to society throughout history.

Biography Subjects

Who would you like to write a 
biography about?



Mini Biography Example Text
Roald Dahl

Roald Dahl was born on 13 September 1916, in Llandaff, Cardiff. His parents were 
Norwegian.

He did not start writing for children until he had children of his own. His first-ever 
children’s book published was in 1943 entitled ‘The Gremlins’. It is said that Dahl was 
never very fond of this book.

Roald Dahl LOVED chocolate, but not chocolate cake or ice cream! Maybe this is why he 
chose to write about Willy Wonka’s Chocolate Factory.

He always wrote his stories in pencil on yellow paper. He would write in a small hut in his 
garden.

Before becoming a beloved children’s author, Dahl was a hurricane fighter pilot and spy 
during World War II.

Roald Dahl died At the age of 74 on the 23rd of November 1990. He is buried in St Peter 
and Paul’s Church in Great Missenden, England.



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can rate the effectiveness of a biography.

 I can give personal opinions with justifications. 

Week 5 Tuesday 







 Likes?
 Dislikes?
 Patterns?
 Puzzles?

Tell me…











 Likes?
 Dislikes?
 Patterns?
 Puzzles?

Tell me…









 Likes?
 Dislikes?
 Patterns?
 Puzzles?

Tell me…



 Why have you favoured certain biographies above 
others?

 What is it that makes a great biography?

What is the purpose of a biography?



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can recognise the use of more advanced 
punctuation. 

 I can use a colon and semicolon to mark clauses. 

Week 5 Wednesday 



Colon, Semi-Colon or Dash?
What do you know about these three punctuation marks? Tell your partner.

Do you and your partner agree?

;
A semi-colon can be 
used to:
• separate items in a list
• separate two closely 

related independent 
clauses instead of using a 
conjunction

-
A dash can be used to:
• indicate parenthesis 

within a sentence
• separate two 

independent clauses 
(more commonly used 
in informal writing)

:
A colon can be used to:
• introduce a list
• separate two independent 

clauses when the second 
clause explains or 
illustrates the first clause



What Is an Independent Clause?
We are focusing on colons, semi-colons and dashes used to separate or link two 
independent clauses. So what is an independent clause?

An independent (or main) clause always has a 
subject + a verb = complete thought.

An independent clause is a clause that can stand on its own.

The safari was amazing.The safari was amazing.



Independent or Not?

Independent Clause

Dependent
(Subordinate) Clause

my dog loves bananas

Sort the following clauses depending on whether they are independent or dependent 
(cannot stand on their own – can be called ‘subordinate clauses’):

we visited London when we visited London

my dog loves bananas

if we go to the Moon because my dog 
loves bananas we will go to the Moon

we visited London

we will go to the Moon

when we visited London

if we go to the Moon

because my dog loves bananas



Do They Link?
We are focusing on joining two independent clauses so they must make sense alone but 
they also must be linked in some way if we are going to use a 
semi-colon, colon or dash in place of a full stop. In the following examples, decide 
whether it is possible to link the independent clauses or if a full stop is needed:

James enjoys playing tennis

He was late for school

After school, I played outside

Lilies are my favourite flowers

he doesn’t like football.

his alarm clock hadn’t gone off.

tomorrow is my birthday.

they smell awful though.

Now we will think about which punctuation mark would be the best to link 
these independent clauses. Look back at the definitions at the beginning to 
remind you. 

: ; -

: ; -

.

: ; -



Semi-Colons
Where should the semi-colons be in the following sentences to separate the two 
independent clauses? 

James enjoys playing tennis he doesn’t like football.James enjoys playing tennis ; he doesn’t like football.

The witch lives in a small cottage in the woods the dragon lives in a cave.

I enjoyed my swim this morning I felt exhausted afterwards. I enjoyed my swim this morning ; I felt exhausted afterwards. 

The witch lives in a small cottage in the woods ; the dragon lives in a cave.



Your Turn – Semi-Colons
Choose a mystery box. Write two independent clauses to describe the picture and 
separate them with a semi-colon:

? ? ?

? ? ?



Colons
Where should the colons be in the following sentences to separate the two independent 
clauses? 

He was late for school his alarm clock hadn’t gone off. He was late for school : his alarm clock hadn’t gone off. 

You need to clean the fish tank out the water is getting murky.

I have very little time to learn French the school trip is in a few weeks. I have very little time to learn French : the school trip is in a few weeks. 

You need to clean the fish tank out : the water is getting murky.



Your Turn – Colons
Choose a mystery box. Write two independent clauses to describe the picture and 
separate them with a colon:

? ? ?

? ? ?



Dashes
Where should the dashes be in the following sentences? 

Lilies are my favourite flowers they smell awful though.Lilies are my favourite flowers – they smell awful though.

I enjoy playing on my trampoline I can jump higher than my sister. 

My younger brother can be good fun he can also be a complete pain at times.My younger brother can be good fun – he can also be a complete pain at times.

I enjoy playing on my trampoline – I can jump higher than my sister. 

Do you notice how these sentences are slightly more informal?



Your Turn – Dashes
Choose a mystery box. Write two independent clauses to describe the picture and 
separate them with a dash:

? ? ?

? ? ?



Am I Right?
Read the following sentences and decide whether I’ve used the correct punctuation:

We often go to the library on Tuesdays we choose lots of new books.We often go to the library on Tuesdays, we choose lots of new books.

My sister really likes ice-cream her favourite flavour is strawberry.

Wendy was excited about the trip to the aquarium she mostly wanted to see the 
sharks.
Wendy was excited about the trip to the aquarium, she mostly wanted to see 
the sharks.

My sister really likes ice-cream, her favourite flavour is strawberry.

You cannot use a comma to separate two independent clauses – we call this a comma 
splice. To correct these sentences you would need to change the commas to be either 
colons, semi-colons or dashes. Which would you choose? Why?



Super Sentences
Can you write descriptions of these photos? Write two independent clauses and link them 
with either a colon, semi-colon or dash:

I enjoy cooking with my grandad; I 
particularly like baking cakes.

Walking along the beach was great fun 
– me getting splashed by the waves 

was hilarious.



Quick Quiz 1
Put colons, semi-colons or dashes into these sentences:

The school fair was a huge success over £800 was raised for the new library.

Trekking through the jungle was exhausting the hikers were worn out.

I spent the afternoon playing tennis my arm was aching this evening.

Ava really disliked banana milkshake she said it tasted like smelly socks.

Trekking through the jungle was exhausting ; the hikers were worn out.

The school fair was a huge success : over £800 was raised for the new library.

Ava really disliked banana milkshake – she said it tasted like smelly socks.

I spent the afternoon playing tennis ; my arm was aching this evening.



Quick Quiz 2
Do these sentences have the correct punctuation? Please mark my work for me and 
correct anything that is incorrect:

Fred was late for school, he had missed the bus.
(Fred was late for school: he had missed the bus.)

I have never liked mushrooms – I think they are like 
slimy slugs in your mouth.

Putting up the tent is always hard work forgetting the pegs 
made it even harder than usual.
(Putting up the tent is always hard work; forgetting the 
pegs made it even harder than usual.)



Quick Quiz 3
Match the independent clauses and decide which punctuation to use to link them:

Walking is great exercise he is the messiest person in the 
world!

We enjoy spending time in the 
museum

they came first in the national 
competition.

The choir were overjoyed it is an inexpensive way to keep 
fit.

I don’t like sharing a room with 
my brother

the dinosaurs are my favourite 
part.

:

;

:

-



Tom is their eldest child: his two brothers, William and Ben, are three and five years 
younger than him. 

He specialises in platform dives - both as a solo athlete and in synchronised events. 

He has admitted that he found being away from home very difficult as a young 
child, and when Tom was placed in a competitive squad and began travelling to 
diving events, his father decided he would give up his job and accompany Tom on 
the road; had he not been there, Tom might not have become so successful.

Progress, achievements and awards came thick and fast after that for Tom: he was 
junior 10m champion at the British Championships in 2005, 2006 and 2007; BBC 
‘Young Sports Personality of the Year’ award winner three times and by the age of 
14, he was Britain’s youngest competitor at the 2008 Beijing Olympics. 

Because of this, Tom’s parents moved him to a new school; he was much happier 
there. 

Model text - look closely to see how colons, 
dashes and semicolons have been used here.



Tom Daley

Introduction
British diver Tom Daley has represented his country in 
many competitions worldwide, including four Olympic 
Games. He specialises in platform dives - both as a solo 
athlete and in synchronised events. 

Family and Early Life
Thomas Robert Daley was born in Plymouth on 21st May 
1994. His father, Rob, trained as an electrician while his 
mother (Debbie) was a housewife. Tom is their eldest 
child: his two brothers, William and Ben, are three and 
five years younger than him. Tom attended local schools 
and, despite his education being interrupted by 
competitions, he still achieved great exam results at his 
secondary school. 

Wow! Who is that figure twirling through the air high above the swimming pool, 
and what is he all about? Read on and find out…



Sporting Beginnings
Having learned to swim at the age of four, Tom then began diving lessons at his 
local pool aged seven. Although, he was also keen on other sports including 
judo. He was soon spotted by diving coach Andy Banks, who became his trainer 
when Tom was eight years old. From that age onwards, Tom was part of an 
increasingly intensive training regime – including regular lessons and training 
camps in other cities. He has admitted that he found being away from home 
very difficult as a young child, and when Tom was placed in a competitive squad 
and began travelling to diving events, his father decided he would give up his 
job and accompany Tom on the road; had he not been there, Tom might not 
have become so successful.



First Signs of a Star
Only one month after his tenth birthday, Tom became the youngest-ever winner 
of the under-18 platform competition in the National Junior Championships. 
Unfortunately, despite the fact he had met the tough qualification standard for 
the 2006 Commonwealth Games, Tom couldn’t be selected for the England 
team at that time since he wasn’t old enough. However, later in 2005 at the 
British Championships, he did become the under-18 champion in 10m platform 
and 3m springboard. 

Continued Success
Progress, achievements and awards came thick and fast after that for Tom: he 
was junior 10m champion at the British Championships in 2005, 2006 and 2007; 
BBC ‘Young Sports Personality of the Year’ award winner three times and by the 
age of 14, he was Britain’s youngest competitor at the 2008 Beijing Olympics. 
There, he reached the final with his dive partner Blake Aldridge, as well as 
competing in the individual 10m event. At 16, he was a double-gold winner at 
the Commonwealth Games. 



Family Tragedy
Sadly, Tom’s biggest supporter – his father – was diagnosed with a brain tumour 
when Tom was only 12. He died in 2011. Tom was devastated by the loss and has 
credited his dad with making him the person he is today. 

Poster Boy
In the lead-up to the London 2012 Olympic Games, Tom 
was one of the British athletes promoting the Games 
around the country. He won a bronze medal in the 
individual 10m dive (which he dedicated to his late 
father) but unfortunately finished 4th in the 
synchronised event. 
After the success of the 2012 Games, Tom returned to 
training and school, studying hard for his exams. He 
became a celebrity supporter of ChildLine, a children's 
helpline run by the NSPCC, and revealed that he had 
been bullied earlier in his schooldays. Because of this, 
Tom’s parents moved him to a new school; he was much 
happier there. 



Competition success continued meanwhile, and in 2016, Tom was selected for 
the Rio Olympics. He was hugely disappointed not to win a medal in the 
individual event but that was partly forgotten when he and partner Daniel 
Goodfellow won bronze in the synchronised 10m dive.

His fourth appearance at the Olympic Games in Tokyo in 2021 (at the age of 27) 
saw Tom finally win a gold, when he and his partner, Matty Lee, gained the 
highest score from the judges in the men’s 10-metre synchronised diving event.

Dedicated Sportsman
Tom is seen as an inspiration for young sports fans across the United Kingdom. 
His determination and willingness to train incredibly hard make him an excellent 
role model. As Tom says, “Oh, you have to want it more than anything. It has to 
be the biggest thing in your life 
– otherwise why would you do it?”



Family Life

Tom Daley married Dustin Lance Black, LGBTQ+ rights activist, film and TV 
producer, director and screenwriter, in 2017. They met at an industry event, with 
Daley later saying that it was, ‘a real love-at-first-sight thing’. They both have a 
child together, whose name is Robert Ray Black-Daley. The family live together in 
London.



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can recognise the use of more advanced 
punctuation. 

Week 5 Thursday 



Can you spot:

 Parenthesis marked with commas, dashes or brackets?

 Commas to mark fronted adverbials?

 Colons to start lists?

 Colons to separate dependent clauses?

 Semi-colons to divide items in a list?

 Semi-colons to separate independent clauses?

Model text - go through the text and find 
examples of advanced punctuation used. 



Remember. . . 

Semi-colons can be used to link 
independent clauses and separate 
items in a list.

;;;

Colons can be used to link 
independent clauses and introduce a 
list.

:::

Dashes can be used to link 
independent clauses and mark out 
extra information in sentences.

---



Tom Daley

Introduction
British diver Tom Daley has represented his country in 
many competitions worldwide, including four Olympic 
Games. He specialises in platform dives - both as a solo 
athlete and in synchronised events. 

Family and Early Life
Thomas Robert Daley was born in Plymouth on 21st May 
1994. His father, Rob, trained as an electrician while his 
mother (Debbie) was a housewife. Tom is their eldest 
child: his two brothers, William and Ben, are three and 
five years younger than him. Tom attended local schools 
and, despite his education being interrupted by 
competitions, he still achieved great exam results at his 
secondary school. 

Wow! Who is that figure twirling through the air high above the swimming pool, 
and what is he all about? Read on and find out…



Sporting Beginnings
Having learned to swim at the age of four, Tom then began diving lessons at his 
local pool aged seven. Although, he was also keen on other sports including 
judo. He was soon spotted by diving coach Andy Banks, who became his trainer 
when Tom was eight years old. From that age onwards, Tom was part of an 
increasingly intensive training regime – including regular lessons and training 
camps in other cities. He has admitted that he found being away from home 
very difficult as a young child, and when Tom was placed in a competitive squad 
and began travelling to diving events, his father decided he would give up his 
job and accompany Tom on the road; had he not been there, Tom might not 
have become so successful.



First Signs of a Star
Only one month after his tenth birthday, Tom became the youngest-ever winner 
of the under-18 platform competition in the National Junior Championships. 
Unfortunately, despite the fact he had met the tough qualification standard for 
the 2006 Commonwealth Games, Tom couldn’t be selected for the England 
team at that time since he wasn’t old enough. However, later in 2005 at the 
British Championships, he did become the under-18 champion in 10m platform 
and 3m springboard. 

Continued Success
Progress, achievements and awards came thick and fast after that for Tom: he 
was junior 10m champion at the British Championships in 2005, 2006 and 2007; 
BBC ‘Young Sports Personality of the Year’ award winner three times and by the 
age of 14, he was Britain’s youngest competitor at the 2008 Beijing Olympics. 
There, he reached the final with his dive partner Blake Aldridge, as well as 
competing in the individual 10m event. At 16, he was a double-gold winner at 
the Commonwealth Games. 



Family Tragedy
Sadly, Tom’s biggest supporter – his father – was diagnosed with a brain tumour 
when Tom was only 12. He died in 2011. Tom was devastated by the loss and has 
credited his dad with making him the person he is today. 

Poster Boy
In the lead-up to the London 2012 Olympic Games, Tom 
was one of the British athletes promoting the Games 
around the country. He won a bronze medal in the 
individual 10m dive (which he dedicated to his late 
father) but unfortunately finished 4th in the 
synchronised event. 
After the success of the 2012 Games, Tom returned to 
training and school, studying hard for his exams. He 
became a celebrity supporter of ChildLine, a children's 
helpline run by the NSPCC, and revealed that he had 
been bullied earlier in his schooldays. Because of this, 
Tom’s parents moved him to a new school; he was much 
happier there. 



Competition success continued meanwhile, and in 2016, Tom was selected for 
the Rio Olympics. He was hugely disappointed not to win a medal in the 
individual event but that was partly forgotten when he and partner Daniel 
Goodfellow won bronze in the synchronised 10m dive.

His fourth appearance at the Olympic Games in Tokyo in 2021 (at the age of 27) 
saw Tom finally win a gold, when he and his partner, Matty Lee, gained the 
highest score from the judges in the men’s 10-metre synchronised diving event.

Dedicated Sportsman
Tom is seen as an inspiration for young sports fans across the United Kingdom. 
His determination and willingness to train incredibly hard make him an excellent 
role model. As Tom says, “Oh, you have to want it more than anything. It has to 
be the biggest thing in your life 
– otherwise why would you do it?”



Family Life

Tom Daley married Dustin Lance Black, LGBTQ+ rights activist, film and TV 
producer, director and screenwriter, in 2017. They met at an industry event, with 
Daley later saying that it was, ‘a real love-at-first-sight thing’. They both have a 
child together, whose name is Robert Ray Black-Daley. The family live together in 
London.



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can recognise the distinct sections needed in a 
biography.

 I can recognise the importance of chronology. 

Week 5 Friday 









Who Was Mary Seacole?

Mary Seacole (born Mary Grant) was a British-Jamaican woman who became 
famous in the 19th century as ‘Mother Seacole’ due to her work caring for 
injured soldiers in the Crimean War.

Mary’s Early Life

Mary Anne Grant was born in 1805 in Kingston, Jamaica. Her father was a 
Scottish soldier and her mother was a well-known Jamaican ‘doctress’, who 
treated people using herbal remedies (such as aloe vera and ginger). Mary also 
had two siblings, Edward and Louisa.

As a child, Mary was fascinated by her mother’s work and practised the skills 
she learned using dolls and pets as patients. By the age of 12, she was helping 
her mother as a nurse. Because of her father’s connections, she was also able to 
travel twice to visit England in her teens and this made her quite unusual for a 
black person at that time.



When she was 31, Mary married a naval officer called Edwin Horatio Seacole. 
She was a good businesswoman and together they ran a successful store. 
Unfortunately, her husband died only eight years later. In 1853, she went to 
Panama, where her brother lived, and opened a hotel for the gold miners there. 
She continued to look after ill people and even risked her own life to care for the 
victims of an illness called cholera.



The Crimean War

The Crimean War began in 1854. Mary was determined to help the soldiers so 
she travelled to London and offered to go with Florence Nightingale’s nurses. 
However, this was a time of racial prejudice, which meant that black people 
were not allowed to do certain things. The government refused to co-operate 
with her, probably because of racial narrow-mindedness.

Instead, Mary and Thomas Day (a family friend) went to Crimea together taking 
medicines and stores. There they set up the ‘British Hotel’, which was a simple 
building that provided medicine and hot food to fortify the soldiers. 
Additionally, she sold clothing and blankets to make them comfortable. Unlike 
Florence Nightingale, Mary Seacole treated the soldiers’ injuries even in the 
thick of the fighting. They called her ‘Mother Seacole’ because she was so kind. 
She said in her autobiography, “It was the grateful words and smiles which 
rewarded me.”



Mary’s Old Age

At the end of the war in 1856, Mary returned to England with very little money. 
However, veteran soldiers started a campaign to help her and she was therefore 
able to live comfortably until her death on 14th May, 1881. Some people have 
criticised her fame because she was not a real nurse like Florence Nightingale 
but she must be regarded nowadays as an excellent role model for doing good 
work in difficult and dangerous situations.







 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can research information.

 I can use bullet points consistently to record my 
notes.

Week 6 Monday 



Note taking – informal

 Bullet points to have capitals to start;
 Bullet points to have semicolons to end each line;
 Bullet points to have a full stop for the last one.

Bullet points



 Remember to use your search codes ‘and’ ‘or’

 Remember to check the website address for 
authenticity

 Remember to cross check your information for 
accuracy.

Research Philip Gross



 Date and place of birth?
 Family?
 Influences?
 Schooling?
 Successes and achievements?
 Quotes?

What might you want to know?



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can plan my biography. 

Week 6 Tuesday 



Closing P3P2P1OpeningTitle 

Picture

Summary Career SchoolingEarly lifeMain 
successes 
to justify 
biography

Grab 
interest

Purpose

Semi colon 
for longer 
list 
quote

Colon for 
dependen
t clauses 

Parenthesi
s 

Dates – list 
colon 

Emphasis 
and 
exaggerati
on –
humour

Alliteratio
n?

Key 
feature to 
use

Planning 



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can write a biography from my plan. 

Week 6 Wednesday 



 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can complete my biography.

 I can edit and improve my writing.

 I can judge the effectiveness of the writing’s purpose. 

Week 6 Thursday 





 Learning Outcome / Objective

 I can evaluate my learning.

 I can reflect upon my successes and achievements. 

 I can set my own next steps targets. 

Week 6 Friday 







 What have you achieved?
 What have you enjoyed?
 What have been your 

strengths?
 What have you improved?
 What are you going to keep 

working on?

Dark Sky Park


