DARENT VALLEY TROUT FISHERS

Flyfishing Club

DVTF Environmental Stewardship Action Plan

To improve Water quality and guantity

v" We regard the monitoring of insect and fish populations as essential to understanding the
health of the river and we will continue to attach a high priority to these activities.

v The Club will consider joining the Water Quality Monitoring programme led by the Angling
Trust, which involves regular sampling and analysis of water from the river, and has initiated
discussions with the Trust on the matter.

v WildFish (formerly Salmon and Trout Conservation) works actively on behalf of anglers and
ecologists to reduce pollution and excessive abstraction. In particular, they have pioneered
the Riverfly Partnership which monitors insect life across many of the UK’s rivers under
greatest threat. The Club is not currently a member but will subscribe to membership and
contribute to their fund-raising activities.

v" We will respond to Government consultations on matters impacting on pollution and
abstraction of water courses and we will also encourage our members to respond as
individuals. We have had limited engagement with local politicians in the past but will
endeavour to engage more regularly going forward, particularly when their support is likely
to help to achieve improvement e.g. on legislating to reduce the discharge of untreated
sewage into rivers and coastal waters.

To improve the river environment

v' Whilst all stretches of the river need careful management, the wooded sections of the
Furlongs Farm beat and in the Hopgarden beat at Castle Farm are of particular concern. In
both cases, overhanging trees continue to shade the river in such a way as to severely inhibit
plant life growing the river. This in turn inhibits growth of aquatic insects and fish. Priority
will be given to improving these areas to shed more light on the river. Where appropriate,
ranunculus will be replanted to accelerate the return of the water to a state where it can
support insect and fish populations.

Eradicating invasive species (e.g. Himalayan Balsam)

1|Page



Undertaking project work to improve river conditions such as to improve the environment
for native fish species e.g. by increasing in-channel water velocities and reducing silt
deposition through the use of woody debris, repairing damage from dredging by
introduction of gravel etc.

Maintaining the river in such a way as to create an eco-system that encourages the
growth of wild fish populations e.g. controlling weed growth in order to maintain river
flows and discourage silt deposition, ensuring that gravel beds are clean and sufficiently
loose for breeding fish to create redds etc.

v" Going forward, we will adopt a more structured approach to the identification,
documentation and maintenance of those areas most suited to redds. In doing so we will
prioritise those areas where wild trout populations have been observed in recent years.
These areas will be subject to a specific maintenance regime i.e. weed cutting to minimise
silt deposition and raking in the autumn to enable wild fish to create redds. We will also
minimise stocking in these designated areas to avoid competition between wild and stocked
fish for food, refuge etc.

v" We will evolve our stocking policy over time to reduce stocking in areas where the wild trout
population is flourishing with the ultimate aim of ceasing stocking in some or all stretches of
the river leased by the Club.
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To return the Darent to a state in which it can support a migratory fish population

Summary of priority actions

1. We will continue to assess the fish and insect populations in those stretches of the Darent
that we lease as a measure of the health of the river. Specifically, we will:

c. We will consider joining the Angling Trust’s river water quality monitoring

programme.

2. We will subscribe to membership of WildFish (formerly Salmon and Trout Conservation) to
support their campaigning and benefit from their expertise.

3. We will target river maintenance in order to:

d. Identify, document and maintain those stretches of gravel most suited to the
creation of redds.




b. Improving weed growth through the Hopgarden beat and in sections of the Furlongs
Farm beat by opening up access for light and replanting ranunculus.

c. Improving flows in deeper narrower sections of the river through Preston Farm

5. We will evolve our stocking policy over time to support our longer term aims. Specifically,
we will designate stretches of the river suited to the creation of redds and those where wild
trout populations have been observed in recent years as “non-stocked areas” to minimise
competition between stocked and wild fish. We will progressively reduce stocking levels
over time to mirror increases in the self-sustaining wild trout population so that ultimately,
some or all of the stretches to which the Club has access can operate as true wild trout
fisheries.

6. We will have further discussions with the Environment Agency regarding the feasibility of
accelerating the enlargement of the wild trout population through reintroduction of fertile
brown trout in a way that is not damaging to the gene pool.

7. We will work with partners to remove or bypass the barrier to migratory fish that currently
exists at Eynsford.

8. We will engage with Park Farm Flyfishers and Kingfisher Angling & Preservation Society to
seek opportunities to work with them on a common environmental approach where this is
likely to be mutually beneficial

9. We will explore whether there are further opportunities to work with local educational
establishments to leverage their skills and resources in order to achieve our development

objectives.

The Club has limited resources and will therefore further prioritise as necessary based on the
cost/benefit i.e. the resourcing requirement relative to the environmental benefit.
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