


Reparations are payments (monetary and otherwise) given to a group that has suffered harm. 
They are not foreign to the United States as Native Americans have received land and billions of 
dollars for various benefits and programs for being forcibly exiled from their native lands. For 
Japanese Americans, $1.5 billion was paid to those who were interned during World War II. And 
via the Marshall Plan, the United States helped ensure that Jews received reparations for the 
Holocaust for in 1952, West Germany agreed to pay 3.45 billion Deutsche Marks to Holocaust 
survivors.  
 
The first major opportunity that the United States had and where it should have atoned for 
slavery was right after the Civil War. Union leaders including General William Sherman 
concluded that each Black family should receive 40 acres. Sherman signed Field Order 15 and 
allocated 400,000 acres of confiscated Confederate land to Black families. Additionally, some 
families were to receive mules left over from the war, hence 40 acres and a mule.  
 
Yet, after President Abraham Lincoln’s assassination, President Andrew Johnson reversed Field 
Order 15 and returned land back to former slave owners. Instead of giving Blacks the means to 
support themselves, the federal government empowered former enslavers. For example, in 
Washington D.C., slave owners were actually paid reparations for lost property—the formally 
enslaved. This practice was also common in nearby states. Many Black Americans with limited 
work options returned as sharecroppers to the same land for the very slave owners to whom 
they were once enslaved. Slave owners not only made money off the chattel enslavement of 
black Americans, but they then made money multiple times off the land that the formerly 
enslaved had no choice but to work.  
 

 

 
Photo taken at protest on the 38th and Chicago which became George Floyd Square 
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𝐒𝐒𝐒𝐒𝐒𝐒𝐒𝐒𝐒𝐒 𝐭𝐭𝐭𝐭𝐒𝐒 𝐛𝐛𝐛𝐛𝐛𝐛𝐭𝐭𝐛𝐛𝐛𝐛 𝐤𝐤𝐒𝐒𝐛𝐛𝐛𝐛𝐒𝐒𝐒𝐒𝐤𝐤 𝐨𝐨𝐨𝐨 𝐆𝐆𝐒𝐒𝐨𝐨𝐛𝐛𝐤𝐤𝐒𝐒 𝐅𝐅𝐛𝐛𝐨𝐨𝐅𝐅𝐅𝐅 𝐛𝐛𝐭𝐭 𝐭𝐭𝐭𝐭𝐒𝐒 𝐭𝐭𝐛𝐛𝐒𝐒𝐅𝐅𝐡𝐡 𝐨𝐨𝐨𝐨 𝐭𝐭𝐭𝐭𝐒𝐒 𝐌𝐌𝐒𝐒𝐒𝐒𝐒𝐒𝐒𝐒𝐛𝐛𝐌𝐌𝐨𝐨𝐛𝐛𝐒𝐒𝐡𝐡 𝐌𝐌𝐨𝐨𝐛𝐛𝐒𝐒𝐒𝐒𝐒𝐒, 
𝐭𝐭𝐭𝐭𝐒𝐒 𝐛𝐛𝐛𝐛𝐒𝐒𝐒𝐒𝐛𝐛𝐛𝐛𝐒𝐒𝐫𝐫𝐒𝐒𝐅𝐅 𝐨𝐨𝐌𝐌𝐌𝐌𝐛𝐛𝐒𝐒𝐡𝐡𝐡𝐡𝐒𝐒𝐨𝐨𝐒𝐒 𝐨𝐨𝐨𝐨 𝐁𝐁𝐛𝐛𝐛𝐛𝐒𝐒𝐤𝐤 𝐀𝐀𝐀𝐀𝐒𝐒𝐛𝐛𝐒𝐒𝐒𝐒𝐛𝐛𝐒𝐒𝐡𝐡 𝐭𝐭𝐛𝐛𝐡𝐡 𝐒𝐒𝐨𝐨𝐀𝐀𝐒𝐒 𝐒𝐒𝐒𝐒𝐭𝐭𝐨𝐨 𝐡𝐡𝐭𝐭𝐛𝐛𝐛𝐛𝐤𝐤𝐒𝐒𝐛𝐛 𝐯𝐯𝐒𝐒𝐒𝐒𝐯𝐯. 𝐓𝐓𝐭𝐭𝐒𝐒 
𝐂𝐂𝐒𝐒𝐭𝐭𝐅𝐅 𝐂𝐂𝐨𝐨𝐛𝐛𝐒𝐒𝐒𝐒𝐒𝐒𝐛𝐛 𝐨𝐨𝐨𝐨 𝐒𝐒𝐛𝐛𝐒𝐒𝐒𝐒𝐭𝐭 𝐏𝐏𝐛𝐛𝐛𝐛𝐛𝐛 𝐒𝐒𝐒𝐒 𝐌𝐌𝐛𝐛𝐨𝐨𝐀𝐀𝐨𝐨𝐭𝐭𝐒𝐒𝐒𝐒𝐤𝐤 𝐭𝐭𝐒𝐒𝐛𝐛𝐛𝐛𝐒𝐒𝐒𝐒𝐤𝐤 𝐛𝐛𝐒𝐒𝐅𝐅 𝐛𝐛𝐒𝐒𝐌𝐌𝐛𝐛𝐒𝐒𝐛𝐛 𝐭𝐭𝐛𝐛𝐡𝐡 𝐛𝐛𝐒𝐒𝐒𝐒𝐒𝐒𝐒𝐒𝐭𝐭𝐛𝐛𝐅𝐅 𝐌𝐌𝐛𝐛𝐡𝐡𝐡𝐡𝐒𝐒𝐅𝐅 𝐛𝐛 
𝐑𝐑𝐒𝐒𝐡𝐡𝐨𝐨𝐛𝐛𝐛𝐛𝐭𝐭𝐒𝐒𝐨𝐨𝐒𝐒 𝐭𝐭𝐨𝐨 𝐒𝐒𝐛𝐛𝐒𝐒𝐛𝐛𝐭𝐭𝐒𝐒 𝐛𝐛 𝐒𝐒𝐛𝐛𝐛𝐛𝐯𝐯𝐒𝐒𝐛𝐛𝐅𝐅 𝐑𝐑𝐒𝐒𝐌𝐌𝐛𝐛𝐛𝐛𝐛𝐛𝐭𝐭𝐒𝐒𝐨𝐨𝐒𝐒𝐡𝐡 𝐂𝐂𝐨𝐨𝐀𝐀𝐀𝐀𝐒𝐒𝐡𝐡𝐡𝐡𝐒𝐒𝐨𝐨𝐒𝐒 𝐭𝐭𝐨𝐨 𝐒𝐒𝐞𝐞𝐛𝐛𝐀𝐀𝐒𝐒𝐒𝐒𝐒𝐒 𝐭𝐭𝐨𝐨𝐯𝐯 𝐭𝐭𝐨𝐨 
𝐛𝐛𝐒𝐒𝐌𝐌𝐛𝐛𝐒𝐒𝐛𝐛 𝐭𝐭𝐭𝐭𝐒𝐒 𝐯𝐯𝐛𝐛𝐨𝐨𝐒𝐒𝐤𝐤𝐡𝐡. 𝐈𝐈𝐡𝐡 𝐭𝐭𝐭𝐭𝐒𝐒 𝐂𝐂𝐒𝐒𝐭𝐭𝐅𝐅 𝐨𝐨𝐨𝐨 𝐒𝐒𝐭𝐭. 𝐏𝐏𝐛𝐛𝐛𝐛𝐛𝐛 𝐨𝐨𝐒𝐒 𝐭𝐭𝐭𝐭𝐒𝐒 𝐛𝐛𝐒𝐒𝐤𝐤𝐭𝐭𝐭𝐭 𝐭𝐭𝐛𝐛𝐛𝐛𝐒𝐒𝐤𝐤 𝐛𝐛𝐒𝐒𝐅𝐅 𝐡𝐡𝐭𝐭𝐨𝐨𝐛𝐛𝐛𝐛𝐅𝐅 𝐨𝐨𝐭𝐭𝐭𝐭𝐒𝐒𝐛𝐛 
𝐛𝐛𝐨𝐨𝐅𝐅𝐒𝐒𝐒𝐒𝐡𝐡 𝐨𝐨𝐨𝐨 𝐤𝐤𝐨𝐨𝐯𝐯𝐒𝐒𝐛𝐛𝐒𝐒𝐀𝐀𝐒𝐒𝐒𝐒𝐭𝐭 𝐅𝐅𝐨𝐨 𝐭𝐭𝐭𝐭𝐒𝐒 𝐡𝐡𝐛𝐛𝐀𝐀𝐒𝐒? 
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𝐖𝐖𝐖𝐖𝐖𝐖𝐖𝐖 𝐨𝐨𝐨𝐨𝐨𝐨𝐨𝐨𝐖𝐖𝐨𝐨𝐨𝐨 𝐖𝐖𝐖𝐖𝐨𝐨𝐭𝐭𝐭𝐭𝐖𝐖𝐖𝐖𝐭𝐭 𝐝𝐝𝐨𝐨 𝐲𝐲𝐨𝐨𝐭𝐭 𝐖𝐖𝐖𝐖𝐨𝐨𝐨𝐨 𝐨𝐨𝐨𝐨 𝐖𝐖𝐖𝐖𝐭𝐭𝐭𝐭 𝐭𝐭𝐭𝐭𝐭𝐭𝐭𝐭𝐨𝐨? 
 
We need to get paid for all the suffering we went through. 
 
Reparations for all Black Americans, NOW! I fully support the Saint Paul recovery act. You should 
too. 
 
The Wrongs need to be made right.  
 

 
 
 
Eye Opening Municipal Survey of 500 Residents mostly from St. Paul 18 and older. 
 
When asked what forms you think Reparations should take the #1 answer was Direct Cash 
Payments. 
 
A Majority who responded believe the government should be held accountable for the institution 
of slavery and generations of oppression experienced by Black Americans. 
 
When asked do	you	believe	that	America	was	initially	enriched	by	the	enslavement	of	
Blacks.	93%	responded	yes.	
	
	
The Survey was produced by Veronica Burt and respondents were surveyed by Trahern Crews 
for Black Lives Matters Minnesota. Special thanks To Jeremy English & Monique Cullers Doty 
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