Black Lives Matters Minnesota
S

o

| St. Pal, Min
Reparations Survey Reults

2024

Survey Prepared

By Veronica Burt

& Conducted By
Trahern Crews

www.Saintpaurecoveryact.com www.blacklivesmattersmn.com



Reparations are payments (monetary and otherwise) given to a group that has suffered harm.
They are not foreign to the United States as Native Americans have received land and billions of
dollars for various benefits and programs for being forcibly exiled from their native lands. For
Japanese Americans, $1.5 billion was paid to those who were interned during World War II. And
via the Marshall Plan, the United States helped ensure that Jews received reparations for the
Holocaust for in 1952, West Germany agreed to pay 3.45 billion Deutsche Marks to Holocaust
survivors.

The first major opportunity that the United States had and where it should have atoned for
slavery was right after the Civil War. Union leaders including General William Sherman
concluded that each Black family should receive 40 acres. Sherman signed Field Order 15 and
allocated 400,000 acres of confiscated Confederate land to Black families. Additionally, some
families were to receive mules left over from the war, hence 40 acres and a mule.

Yet, after President Abraham Lincoln’s assassination, President Andrew Johnson reversed Field
Order 15 and returned land back to former slave owners. Instead of giving Blacks the means to
support themselves, the federal government empowered former enslavers. For example, in
Washington D.C., slave owners were actually paid reparations for lost property—the formally
enslaved. This practice was also common in nearby states. Many Black Americans with limited
work options returned as sharecroppers to the same land for the very slave owners to whom
they were once enslaved. Slave owners not only made money off the chattel enslavement of
black Americans, but they then made money multiple times off the land that the formerly
enslaved had no choice but to work.
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Photo taken at protest on the 38" and Chicago which became George Floyd Square
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What is your Age Group?

482 responses

@ Youth 19 or under
@ Young Adult 20 - 29
@ Adult 30 - 64

@ Senior 65 and up

How do you racially/culturally identify (check all that applies)?
483 responses

Asian/Chinese

Asian/Hmong
Asian/Japanese

Asian/Karen
Asian/Vietnamese
Asian/Other

Black/African
Black/African-American Des...
Black/Afro-Latinx
Black/Caribbean

Black/Other

Latino, Latina, Latinx, Hispa...
Latino, Latina, Latinx, Hispa...
Latino, Latina. Latinx, Hispa...
Latino, Latina, Latinx, Hispa...
Latino, Latina, Latinx, Hispa...
Multiracial/Multicultural

Native American/Indigenous...
White .9%)

Other
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What political party affiliation do you mostly identify with?

415 responses
@ Democrat Party
@ Green Party
@ Independent Party
//" @ Republican Party
= @ none

®
@ None
® Independent
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Where do you live?
484 responses

@ City of St. Paul

@ Suburb of St. Paul

@ City of Minneapolis

@ Suburb of Minneapolis
@ Maplewood

@ Florida

@ Rural MN Hamburg
@ Richfield

12.8%

.
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Do you believe that America was initially enriched by the enslavement of Blacks and that mostly White

Americans through the early doctrine of White Supremacy benefited most?
466 responses

® Yes
@® No
© Maybe

]

Do you believe that reparations, in any form will ever be paid?
471 responses

@ Yes, it is inevitable
@ No, and it's time to move on
@ Anything is possible if it is fought for




Since the brutal Killing of George Floyd at the hands of the Minneapolis police,
the racialized oppression of Black Americans has come into starker view. The
City Council of Saint Paul in promoting healing and repair has recently passed a
Resolution to create a Slavery Reparations Commission to examine how to
repair the wrongs. Is the City of St. Paul on the right track and should other
bodies of government do the same?
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Since the brutal killing of George Floyd at the hands of the Minneapolis police, the racialized

oppression of Black Americans has come into starke
462 responses

® Yes
@ Not Sure
No




What form(s) do you think reparations should take? Check all that applies.

485 responses

Formal Government Apo...
Direct cash payment
Free higher education/v...
Guaranteed Employment
Business Development
Free Housmg
Significant reforms in cri...
Direct neighborhood inv...
Relief from all forms of t...
For those interested, su...
Mandatory African Amer...
A combination of all the...
| don’t think there should...
Specific forms of tax reli...
preference when applyin...
All above are great and...
I'm for debit forgiveness,...
| think that all of these id...
Addressing health dispa...
Families that owned slav...
All of the above
Its about time Plus more
Equal school system fun...
Include true history of BI...
Acountability
Anything that can help
All things tied to our opr...
free health care coverage
Release of the forcefully...
Im not in favor of gaurea...
land grants
land of our own
college loan forgiveness
Free Health Care
a Moratorium on legal i...
An office of freedmen aff...
State wide Taskforce est...
Understand the oppressi...
create wealth by respon...
Recognition of Garveyis...
More specifics about ho...
Create wealth by respon...
Yes
Reparations For All Blacks

Any Payment
Bank Loans

12 (2.5%)
-1 (0.2%)
-1 (0.2%)
-1 (0.2%)
-1 (0.2%)
-1 (0.2%)
-1 (0.2%)
-1 (0.2%)
-1 (0.2%)
-1 (0.2%)
-1 (0.2%)
-1 (0.2%)
-1 (0.2%)
-1 (0.2%)
-1 (0.2%)
-1 (0.2%)
-1 (0.2%)
-1 (0.2%)
-1 (0.2%)
-1 (0.2%)
-1 (0.2%)
-1 (0.2%)
-1 (0.2%)
-1 (0.2%)
-1 (0.2%)
-1 (0.2%)
-1 (0.2%)
-1 (0.2%)
-1 (0.2%)
-1 (0.2%)
-1 (0.2%)
-1 (0.2%)
-1 (0.2%)
-1 (0.2%)

-1 (0.2%)

0

100

257 (53%)
322 (66.4%)
302 (62.3%)
215 (44.3%)
268 (55.3%)
226 (46.6%)
274 (56.5%)
304 (62.7%)
209 (43.1%)
168 (34.6%)
248 (51.1%)
263 (54.2%)
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Throughout the country - systemic discrimination was perpetrated through redlining and racial

covenants, limited access to housing opportunity, en...
437 responses

Provide proper compensatio... 328 (75.1%)
Support housing & business... 345 (78.9%)
Concentrate investments tha... 249 (57%)

People need to take respons...|—1 (0.2%)
Provide compensation to Ro...}—1 (0.2%)
Public projects, such as inter... |1 (0.2%)
Land and property should be...|—1(0.2%)
Invest in smaller non profits t...[—1(0.2%)
Jobs Devolping housing|—1 (0.2%)
Deal with the beginning of th...|—1(0.2%)
African American Homeown...|—1 (0.2%)
reconnect with cover iver 941 (0.2%)
initiate rules or policies to pr...|—1 (0.2%)
Future focus continued cove...|—1 (0.2%)
vocational and secondary ed...|—1 (0.2%)
| feel as a black woman in th...|—1(0.2%)
combination|—1 (0.2%)
Help the kids in the area ( all...|—1 (0.2%)
all of neighborhood in proper...|—1 (0.2%)
Jewish communities type aut...|—1(0.2%)
Include all of neighborhood i... |1 (0.2%)
Yes|—1 (0.2%)
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Throughout the country - systemic discrimination was perpetrated through
redlining and racial covenants, limited access to housing opportunity,
environmental injustice and the removal of Saint Paul's Rondo neighborhood -
the center of Saint Paul's African American business, residential, spiritual and
cultural life - for the construction of Interstate 94. What type of localized
redress should be implemented to support the restorative justice of the
Historic Rondo Community — check all that applies?



Who do you think should be held accountable for the institution of slavery and the generations of

oppression experienced by black Americans (check all that apply).

454 responses

Government institutions th...
Corporations that had a ro...
Religious institutions that...
White Families that had a...
Educational institutions th...
Medical institutions that ha...

409 (90.1%)
311 (68.5%)

276 (60.8%)

256 (56.4%)

293 (64.5%)

284 (62.6%)

African Nations who contri... 184 (40.5%)
Black families who owned... 151 (33.3%)
Native American Nations... 128 (28.2%)
No one, | don’t think there... 15 (3.3%)
2 (0.4%)
In 1860 slavery existed in...|—1 (0.2%)
Every single person involved—1 (0.2%)
All the above|—1 (0.2%)
everyone involved|—1 (0.2%)
All that apply|—1 (0.2%)
anyone involved|—1 (0.2%)
allf—1 (0.2%)
Caucasions spearheaded...|—1 (0.2%)
| believe wholly, the formal...|—1 (0.2%)
anyone that participated |1 (0.2%)
all of the above|—1 (0.2%)
european traders and ship...|—1 (0.2%)
Its ongoing and many play...|—1 (0.2%)
not sure|—1 (0.2%)
President of the United St...|—1 (0.2%)
Corporations and the ultra...|—1 (0.2%)
African nations must ackn...|—1 (0.2%)
Federal, State, and munici...|—1 (0.2%)
Any organization who Curr...|—1 (0.2%)
All of the above it was syt...|—1 (0.2%)
this should be a voluntary...|—1 (0.2%)
Jews, worldwide.|—1 (0.2%)
All it was and is systemic...|—1 (0.2%)
Everyone|—1 (0.2%)
Big Business|—1 (0.2%)
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Should blacks who have immigrated to America also receive Reparations (e.g. African, Caribbean,

Afro-Latinos etc..)?
407 responses

® Yes
® No
@ Unsure
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What overall thoughts do you have on this issue?

We need to get paid for all the suffering we went through.

Reparations for all Black Americans, NOW! | fully support the Saint Paul recovery act. You should
too.

The Wrongs need to be made right.

Eye Opening Municipal Survey of 500 Residents mostly from St. Paul 18 and older.

When asked what forms you think Reparations should take the #1 answer was Direct Cash
Payments.

A Majority who responded believe the government should be held accountable for the institution
of slavery and generations of oppression experienced by Black Americans.

When asked do you believe that America was initially enriched by the enslavement of
Blacks. 93% responded yes.

The Survey was produced by Veronica Burt and respondents were surveyed by Trahern Crews
for Black Lives Matters Minnesota. Special thanks To Jeremy English & Monique Cullers Doty

11



Black Lives Matters Minnesota

St. 'Pél, Minnesota
Reparations Survey Reults

www.Saintpaurecoveryact.com www.blacklivesmattersmn.com



