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SSLA BOARD MEMBERS AND INFORMATION 

Andie Frederick, President 

Davidandie@msn.com 

 

Tom Rothering, Vice President 

TWRothering@aol.com 

 

Kathy Devaul, Treasurer 

Kdevaul@bellsouth.net 

 

Janessa Moore, Secretary 

simplicityllamafarm@yahoo.com 

 

Vicki Sundberg, Director  

homesweeethome_3@yahoo.com 

 

Cathie Kindler, Director 

llamajudge@gmail.com 

 

Kim Kyst, Director 

 Kim@kyst.org 

 

Dawn Shaver, Director 

 

 

Board of Directors 
Journal Mission  Statement   
 

THE LLAMA JOURNAL, published by 
the Southern States Llama Associa-
tion (SSLA) is distributed quarterly to 
the members of SSLA. The purpose of 
the Journal is to provide:  
 

 Information and articles of interest 

 A forum for members to express 
their opinions on llamas and re-
lated matters  

 Board of Directors meeting min-
utes, Treasurer’s report and other 
information pertinent to the func-
tion of SSLA.  

 
Notice: The information contained in 
this Journal is not intended to be a 
substitute for qualified professional 
advice. Our readers are encouraged 
to consult with their own vets, ac-
countants or attorneys for questions 
concerning their animals or business 
operations. SSLA or the editor is not 
responsible for any losses resulting 
from a reader’s failure to heed this 
caution. Opinions expressed or im-
plied are hereby the editor’s choice 
and are not the opinions of the SSLA 
Board of Directors or SSLA as a 
group.  

(If the committee chair is a board member, 

that person is also the Board Liaison) 

   

Committees  
 

Annual Meeting Conference—Vicki 

Sundberg/Tracy Weaver 

 

By-law Amendment—Tom Wilson 

Board Liaison: Andie Frederick 
 
Carting—Greg Hall  

Board Liaison: Vicki Sundberg  
 
Discover Llama—Tom Wilson  

Board Liaison: Kim Kyst 
 
Election—To be appointed by President 
 
Fiber—Tracy Weaver  

Board Liaison: Vicki Sundberg  
 
Online Journal—Charlene Braun 

turtlrun@earthlink.net  

Board Liaison: Andie Frederick 
 
Library—Lauren Wright  

Board Liaison: Andie Frederick 
 
Llama Trekking & Packing—  

   Jenessa Moore  
 
Membership—Lauri Jones 

Board Liaison: Andie Frederick 
 
Show—Kathy Devaul  

Board Liaison: Cathie Kindler  
 
Website—Vicki Sundberg/Jenessa Moore 
 
Youth & Youth Ambassador Awards— 

   Jackie Ellett  

Board Liaison: Kim Kyst  
 
Youth Scholarship— Tom Rothering  

 

Ambassador Awards—Greg Hall 

 

Trekking Awards —Jenessa Moore 

 

Sweepstakes Awards—Vicki Sundberg 
 
Rescue—Deborah Logan  

logan99.mail@gmail.com 
 
Sweepstakes Program/Points — Vicki 

Sundberg 

Committee Chairs & Contacts 

SSLA Mission 
  Statement 

 
OUR MISSION as members 
of the Southern States Llama 
Association is to be a strong 
organization of  llama and al-
paca owners who have joined 
together for the purpose of 
education, fun, and fellowship 
while promoting the health 
and welfare of lamas and the 
lama industry. 

SSLA Online—keep in touch 
with your llama organization  
 

Website:  www.ssla.org 

 

Facebook page: Listed as  “SSLA- 

Southern States Llama Association”  

 

SSLA-Members Yahoo Group:  

Request membership from  ssla-members

-owner@yahoogroups.com 

 

Group members can post messages to  

SSLA-Members@yahoogroups.com 

SSLA Llama Journal 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 Greetings SSLA Members, 
 
As we are all set to begin another year, I would like to take a moment and thank those involved in organizing, sponsoring and 
supporting the 2020 events and activities. It was a year full of unexpected adventures. 
 
Membership renewal is upon us. Renewal forms are available on our website. Please complete as soon as possible to make it 
into the 2021 directory. Any questions regarding membership should be directed to Lauri Jones at laurijones55@gmail.com. 

At the end of 2020 a call for Board nominations was emailed to membership.  The Election committee has been contacting 
nominees for the upcoming yearly elections.  For questions, please contact Maylene Hall, Election Committee Chair, at  
simplicityllamafarms@yahoo.com. 
 
Our Show and Conference committees have been hard at work preparing for the 2021 events. 
 
SSLA Spring Hillbilly Double/Double Show: 
February 26- 28, 2021 - Perry, GA. 
Forms are available on the website. 
 
2021 Southern States Llama Association Annual Meeting and Conference: 
March 19-21, 2021- Plantation on Crystal River, Florida 
Registration forms are available on the website. 
Questions regarding Conference or Registration: contact Vicki Sundberg, 910 269-1422, homesweethome_3@yahoo.com 

2021 Florida State Fair Llama Show: 

April 24-25, 2021 (Rescheduled) Tampa, FL 
 
Please remember to check out our SSLA website for forms and additional information for the events listed above, as well as 
new events to come. 
 
The Discover Llama committee is hard at work preparing a new publication. This publication provides educational informa-
tion for new and prospective owners. If you are interested in joining this committee, please contact Kim Kyst at 
kim@kyst.org or Andie Frederick @ davidandie@msn.com. 

Would you like to share photos or events within an upcoming Llama Journal edition, please submit those directly to Charlene 
Braun, the SSLA Journal Chair, at turtlrun@earthlink.net. 
 
I would like to encourage anyone who has an interest to join a committee or volunteer at an event to please do so. Many 
hands make light work. The new year has come in as a whirlwind of activities. I have gained a new appreciation and under-
standing of the commitment and passion of our committees, Board members and membership. Thank you for your time and 
energy to help continue the mission of the SSLA. 
 
Wishing you a healthy and happy new year, 
Andie Frederick 

mailto:laurijones55@gmail.com
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LLAMELS 

These pictures are of the St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church's 

"Journey to the Manger Live Nativity." Over 300 people came to 

the outdoor depiction over the two nights, held Dec 18 & 19 at 

4:30 PM until 7 PM. Small pods of safely masked people from 

same families or close units were led through an outdoor wooded 

trail to five Nativity scenes. At each scene, a narrator read the Bible 

verses which the scene depicted. Families, many elderly, or fragile 

(two in wheelchairs) who have only attended on-line services were 

confident enough to come to this carefully-planned experience and 

some were so moved they left in joyful tears at being able to safely 

feel this special opportunity. 
~Vicki Sundberg       
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Historic Overnight Double Pack Trial 
Scott Koenig 

In the mountains of Unicoi County in far-eastern Ten-
nessee the dust has settled on the trail of PLTA's (Pack 
Llama Trial Association) first ever overnight double 
pack trial. What do I mean by an overnight double 
trial? The participants, some more brave than others, 
hiked a one-way trail on the Saturday of this past Me-

morial Day weekend ending at a place in the moun-
tains in Unicoi, TN where they set up camp for the 
night. The next mroning we broke camp and started 
the second pack trial from there, hiking a different trail 
out with a new set of obstacles. 
 

In the past, the panniers llamas carried on pack trials 
were filled with dead weight. Items such as sandbags, 
water bottles, or kitty litter were par for the course. On 
an overnight trial the panniers are filled with every-
thing the handlers and llamas will need for the week-
end. Sand bags and kitty litter are replaced with tents, 
sleeping bags, food, clothing, single burner stoves, pots 

& pans, collapsible buckets, and picket lines. In order 
to keep the pack weight at the PLTA prescribed 15% 
of the llama's body weight for an advanced trial, many 
people carried daypacks with a few items to offset the 
weight the llamas were carrying. 
 

The trail proved to be a bit more strenuous than antici-
pated, and two of Saturday's entrants decided to skip a 
section, take the incomplete, and head up to the over-
night camp. Sunday morning three more decided to 
join those two and take the short way out. The remain-
ing four all completed. As this was the first-ever over-
night double trial for PLTA, I think it only right that 

they be named, for it was those four handlers and their 
llamas who really made this small piece of history. 
They were Don Holliston leading Crystal River Sun-
day, Alvin Bean leading Lean Bear, Lance Hardcastle 
leading Petulant Dilemma, and, in my opinion the 
bravest of all, Dr. Susan Sterling leading Jamaerah. 
 

Dr. Sterling had never done an advanced pack trial 
before and skipped out of the basic level to do the 
overnight. We are all very proud of her. Crystal River 
Sunday completed his advanced certification on, ap-
propriately, Sunday, and may now be called “Crystal 
River Sunday APL.” The APL stands for Advanced 

Pack Llama. 
 

As one of the organizers of this historic first, I was 
concerned about the health and happiness of those 
who elected to cut things short. Initially, all the par-
ticipants were planning on doing both the Saturday 
and Sunday trials. What I learned, which I had not 
really anticipated, was two-fold. First, adding weight 
to the backs of the people notably increases the diffi-
culty of the course. And second, for some people the 
event was camping out, not the trial. 
 

One of the folks who cut the first day short said, after 

all was done on Sunday, “I never intended to com-
plete the trial. I just wanted to camp out.” As far as 
we can tell, the camping out was a success for all. It 
did rain Sunday morning, but nature was polite 
enough to wait until all the tents were packed up so 
as not to disturb our casual morning. By having this 
group packing trip, with the added incentive of a pack 
trial, folks who wanted to pack overnight but were 
always reticent to venture out on their own found a 
safe way to get their feet wet. 
 

By all accounts, the overnight double trial was a suc-
cess, so we should all expect more PLTA events of 

this type, here and in other parts of the country. It's 
very exciting to have been the first. However, the real 
gratification won't come until there are others, and 
more people who do pack trials can truly be llama 
packers. 

This interesting article is from the Llama Journal, Summer 2004  
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Calendar of Upcoming Llama Events 

Date What Where Contact 

Feb 26-28, 2021 Hillbilly Double Double 

Llama Show 

Perry, GA Kathy Devaul 

Kdevaul@bellsouth.net 

Cathie Kindler 

llamajudge@gmail.com 

Mar 19-21, 2021 SSLA Annual Meeting &  

Conference 
Plantation on Crystal River, 

Florida 

 

Apr 24-25, 2021 Florida State Fair Llama Show Tampa, FL  

The Llama Trainer 

 

...Behold, there came through the gates of the city a 

llama trainer from far off. and it came to pass as the 

days went by, he trained his llamas plenty.....And in that 

city were laggards and complainers, they spent their 

days in adding to their alibi sheet.  Mightily they were as-

tonished at the performance of the stranger's llamas. 

They said to one another, “What the hecketh, how doth 

he do it?  He must have easy llamas to train.”......And it 

came to pass that many were gathered and a prophet 

came among them.  And he was one wise guy.  And they 

questioned him thusly, “How is it that this stranger has 

such well-trained llamas?”  Whereupon the prophet 

made answer, “He of whom you speak is one hustler.  He 

arises very early and goeth forth full of pep to train 

his llamas.  He complaineth not.  doth he despair.  While 

you lie in bed and say verily, “This is a terrible day to 

train a llama,” he is already abroad.  And when the elev-

enth hour cometh, he needeth no alibis......He taketh with 

him two angels, persistence and perspiration, and 

worketh like hecketh.  Verily, I say unto you, go and do 

likewise. 

From LLAMAS Magazine, 2001 

mailto:mailto:Kdevaul@bellsouth.net
mailto:mailto:llamajudge@gmail.com
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Our Llama Journal 
 

Published Quarterly, your support helps SSLA and gets you customers 

Contact Charlene Braun, Online SSLA Journal Editor at turtlrun@earthlink.net 

Our Obstacle Trailer 

 

Our official SSLA Trailer carrying the show obstacles travels all over the highways and byways here in the South 

Put your ad on the trailer and get high visibility 

Contact Kathy Devaul at kdevaul@bellsouth.net 

SSLA Discover Llama Magazine 

 

Published for new camelid owner or those interested in owning llamas 

Contact Tom Wilson at williesspiritfarm@gmail.com 

Southern States Llama Association Website 

 

www.ssla.org 

Members can advertise their animals, products, and "stuff" here on our web site 

Contact Vicki Sundberg at homesweethome_3@yahoo.com 

 

Southern States Llama Association Annual Membership Directory 

 

Members have the opportunity to promote farm, services, animals and products with print advertisements 

Contact Lauri Jones at laurijones55@gmail.com 

 

Southern States Llama Association 

Advertising Opportunities 
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Southern States Llama Association (SSLA) 
Obstacle Trailer Advertising 
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