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Hi gardening friends,
Spring is in the air and plants 

are blooming and growing. I 
have hostas popping up 
everywhere and I’ve already 
been planting the dormant 
conifers I got from Dannaher’s
at Hosta College. It felt good to 
have my hands in the soil again 
even if it’s still a little cold.

Hosta College was very nice 
this year, I hope you were able 
to attend. If not, make plans 
now for next year. We’ll post the 
date as soon as we know. The 
auction had some great hostas 
in it. Several first-time offerings 
of new hosta and some nice 
older varieties that aren’t 
readily available. Our own 
Normajean’s streaky hosta 
seedling brought $150.00. 
There were new speakers with 
new topics, new craft ideas and 
old friends.

Our first meeting is April 9th 
with Doug Beilstein as our 
speaker. His presentations are 
always full of great info into the 
hosta world and fun. Bring 
some friends with you to enjoy 
the evening maybe they will join 
our group.

Be thinking about what you 
want to donate for the Hosta 
Auction. The date is May 4 and 
it will be here before we know it. 
Try to have them potted up 2-3 
weeks prior to the auction so 
they can look their best that day 
and have them labeled. 
Normajean will have info at the 
first meeting.

The time is now to get signed 
up for the bus trip in June. 
Bonnie has put together a great 
trip to the Indianapolis area. 
She will have more info and 
registration forms at the first 
meeting.

See you at the April 9th meeting, 
Bob
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Save the Dates in 2024 !

Bob’s Garden Fair will be held Saturday August 31, 2024. Contact Bob Iiames at gardenbob222@aol.com 
for more information. 

2024 MVHS EventsPlaceDate

Hosta College, $50 per personUpper Valley Career Center
8811 Career Drive, Piqua, Ohio 45356

Mar 15-16


Meeting:  Hostas....Seeing Red

presented by Doug Beilstein

Vandalia Senior Center
21 Tionda Dr, Vandalia, 45377

Apr 9

MVHS Annual AuctionWest Carrollton Church of the NazareneMay 4

Club sponsored bus tourDayton to IndianapolisJun 7-8

Garden ToursTBDJun 11

Garden ToursTBDJul 9

Meeting:  Color and Texture in the Spring Garden 

Presented by Glen Pace

Vandalia Senior Center
21 Tionda Dr, Vandalia, 45377

Aug 13

Meeting: Seed Starting and Introduction to Gardening
Presented by Sophia Briley

Christ's Church
3370 Upper Bellbrook Road
Sugarcreek Twp, OH 45305

Sep 10

Meeting, election of officers, presentationVandalia Senior Center
21 Tionda Dr, Vandalia, 45377

Oct 8

Tri-club luncheon, hosted by MVHSTBDOct 19

Annual Miami Valley Hosta Society Auction
By Normajean Roselius

Normajean Roselius is once again leading the efforts for the auction. She will be sharing 
information via meetings and emails.  If you would like to volunteer to help with the 
auction please reach out (ShadeGardener1@outlook.com / 937-609-4627.)  More help is 
always welcomed.  Also, please keep the auction in mind as you work in your gardens this 
spring.  We take all sorts of plants and garden art for the auction. 
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Special Event!
OVERNIGHT BUS TRIP  Fri, June 7 & Sat, June 8, 2024 Indianapolis, IN Tailgate Tour

By Bonnie Wildenauer 

Have we got a tour for you!  Hold on to your hats and get ready for a 
wild ride through Indianapolis. 

Hopefully, by now everyone has gotten emails from the club with information 
about our planned bus tour.  We have had a good response to the trip but there 
are still seats open.  Tell your neighbors and friends – this is a trip not to be 
missed.  Please see the MVHS website for additional details.

More information: https://miamivalleyhosta.com/bus-trip-info

Registration form:  https://miamivalleyhosta.com/bus-trip-form

Full itinerary:  https://miamivalleyhosta.com/bus-trip-itinerary-1

All participants will receive additional information regarding the trip via email.



This year was my third year at Hosta College and I enjoyed it just as much as
my first year. Of course, I have learned a little (compared to the lots there is
to learn about Hostas) but there is still more to learn and to experience. The
classes are offered in 7 periods with a lunch break in the middle. They cover
a wide topic on the very basics of hostas, which I feel I am past, to the very
advanced, such as hybridizing (I don’t know if I will ever reach this level.) My
classes this year were more about companion plants and garden design. I
made my first kokodama and have managed to keep it going in my sunroom.

Of course I saw many other club members there. Bob Iiames pulled double
duty as both a class instructor and auctioneer. I carpooled with Normajean
Roselius. I competed with other members in the auction (got a couple of
items) and shared lunch with others. I tried for some items in the raffle but
didn’t win them. But I didn’t come away empty handed. I bought some items
from vendors, won a beautiful door prize and met some wonderful people.

It was a lot of fun and I’ll go back again.
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Hosta College 2024
By Ginny Stuckey

Instructor Bob My door prize

My kokodama plant
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2024 Hosta of the Year: Hosta ‘Mini Skirt’
This is a reprint of an article written by Judy Artley, newsletter editor for the New England Hosta 

Society Leaf Letters newsletter

Each year, the members of the American Hosta
Growers Association (AHGA) select a Hosta of the Year.
Winners are hostas that are good garden plants in all
regions of the country, are widely available and retail
for about $15.00 in the year of selection.

The 2024 winner is H. ‘Mini Skirt’. This petite hosta 
forms a miniature mound of very wavy, thick, blue-
green leaves with creamy yellow margins in spring. In
summer, the center turns more green and the edge
lightens to creamy white. Pale lavender flowers with
deeper purple stripes appear closely packed together
on short, very proportionately sized scapes in early to
midsummer. Plant this cute little hosta in troughs and
containers with good drainage, or plant it near the
edge of the border where it is easily seen.

H. ‘Mini Skirt’ is a sport of H. ‘Mighty Mouse’ which 
was introduced and registered by Walters Gardens in 
2013.  The AGHA began the Hosta of the Year program 
in 1996. The complete list of Hostas of Year is on the
AGHA website.

Information from the American Hosta Growers Association, 
Walters Gardens and the AHS Hosta Registry



Andy’s Garden
andysgarden.com
Troy, OH

Benedict’s Nursery
(574) 773-2254 
Nappanee, IN

Berns Garden Center
bernsgardencenter.com
Middletown, OH*

Grandma’s Gardens 
grandmasgardencenter.com
Waynesville, OH

Greenleaf Gardens
(937) 767-1997
Yellow Springs, OH

Green Hill Hostas
hostahosta.com
Franklinton, NC

Joan’s Backyard Treasures
(513) 868-3512
Hamilton, OH

Knollwood Garden Center 
Knollwoodgardens.com
Beavercreek, OH

Lakeview Garden Center
lakeviewgardencenter.com
Fairfield, OH

Lisa's Perennials & Flowers
(937) 473-3873
Covington, OH

Marilyn’s Hosta Garden
(330) 958-0512
Marshallville, OH

Mason Hollow Nursery
masonhollow.com
Mason, NH
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Thank You 2023 Auction Donors!
Meadow View Growers
meadowview.com
New Carlisle, OH

Natorp’s Nursery
Natorp.com
Cincinnati, OH

Paw Paw Everlast Label Co.
everlastlabel.com
Paw Paw, MI

Robin’s Nursery
robinsnurseryxenia.com
Xenia, OH

Siebenthaler’s 
Siebenthaler.com
Beavercreek, OH*

Stockslagers Garden Center
Stockslagers.com
New Lebanon, OH

Stoney Creek
Stoneycreekgardenc.com
Yellow Springs, OH

The Happy Hosta
tnifong1@hotmail.com
Thomasville, NC

The Secret Garden 
secretgardenwaynesville.com
Waynesville, OH

Treasurers on High
tcarter22@woh.rr.com
Covington, OH

Wengerlawn Nursery Co.
wengerlawnnursery.com
Brookville, OH

Please keep these 2023 
auction donors in mind 
when doing your holiday 
shopping.
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MVHS Officers:
President: Bob Iiames
Vice-President:  Bette Rau
Secretary:  Elaine Middlestetter
Treasurer:  Joyce Thomas

Committees:
Communications:

Electronic Messaging: Ginny Stuckey
Newsletter:  Ginny Stuckey
Website:  Normajean Roselius
Yearbook:  Elaine Middlestetter

Great Lakes Region Delegates: 
Tina Duritsch, Amanda Duritsch

Membership:  Elaine Middlestetter
Annual Program: MVHS Officers
Special Events:
Hosta Auction—Normajean Roselius
Bus Tour—Terry Nehr, BJ Ney, 

Bonnie Wildenauer
Hospitality:

Joyce Thomas, Kathy Watson, Sherry Green, 
Sharon Rife

“Stimulating the knowledge 

and love of hostas”
Dayton Ohio and Miami Valley Region

Miami Valley Hosta 
Society 2024

Hosta Society
December 2023

SOCIAL MEDIA:

Web Page www.miamivalleyhosta.com


